






























































































































































192 FOUNDATIONS OF CHARACTER EDUCATION

to support. At the Rawlings School, three students took on the task of
deciding where to donate the $100 they raised through two car wash-
es. Debating the merits of various charities, they finally decided on an
overseas program for needy children. “They discussed whether it was
better to give locally or internationally, to an organization or a family.
Next year it will be even more interesting!” said Clarissa Evans, the fifth
grade teacher.

Intentional character education provides a variety of opportunities
for students to experience the joy and energy stemming from being
active social agents. “Nothing bigger can come from a human being
than to love a great cause more than love itself and to have the privi-
lege of working for it,” wrote the British-born physician and reformer,
Anna Howard Shaw. From the virtues engendered by good study habits
to service learning and environmental education, character-building
schools equip youth with the competencies to become productive citi-
zens who contribute to their community.
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