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IIFWP Sponsors Conference on UN Millennium Declaration

by Dr. Thomas G. Walsh

n October 20-22, 2000, in New
OYork, the Interreligious and

International Federation for
World Peace (IIFWP) and the World
Association of Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations (WANGO), co-sponsored a
conference on the theme, “The Millen-
nium Declaration of the United Nations:
A Response from Civil Society.”

This conference was initiated as a
follow-up to IIFWP’s Assembly 2000
that took place in August 2000 and of-
fered recommendations on the “Renewal
of the United Nations” for presentation
to the Secretary General and the princi-
pals of the Millennium General Assem-
bly. As a complement to Assembly
2000, the “NGO Conference” provided
an opportunity for the civil society to

(continued on page 15)

NGO leaders gather at the United Nations to discuss the Millennium Declaration
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IIFWP International Education Programs

by Donna Selig sion, the IIFWP has initiated a wide

st as parents feel joy at theirange of educational programs and
lhild’s accomplishments, whetheiseminars dedicated to topics such as
baby’s first step or a youngstrengthening the family, promoting
adult’s graduation from college, so todnterreligious cooperation, renewal of
do the founders, staff, and seminathe United Nations, international pub-
graduates of the IIFWP want to see itic service, and character education.
ideals and goals manifested substafRecently the IFWP completed a series
tially. The IIFWP is therefore proud toof 12 international seminars on these
announce the launching of Internationaghemes. However, during the IIFWP’s
Education Programs (IEPs) in nationgistoric Assembly 2000 in New York
around the world. City in August, a plan was developed
Driven by the fundamental ideals ofor convening educational programs in
service and education, which are at thevery nation of the world before the end
center of the IIFWP’s vision and mis- (continued on page 12)
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From the Editor

IIFWP Newsletteseeks to promote &
global culture of peace through
dialogueand cooperation amongs
secular andeligious leaders of

In this issue of thBFWP Newslettewe proudly report on
two programs of which we are extremely proud. The first

all nationalities, faiths and ethnic
backgrounds. Pdished quarterly,
IIFWP Newsletterwill provide
updates on IIFWP events and atitig,

covers theecently convened conference in New York, on Oc-
tober 22-24, which brought together representatives of inter-
national civil society from more than one hundred nations to
deliberate on the document which issued forth from the his-

shortarticles and papers, as well as
a digest of news on organizationg,
issues, and events related to achieving

toric United Nations General Assembly in the year of the new
millennium. This document, known as the “MillenniunclBe-
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Editor
Thomas G. Walsh

Associate Editor
Alex Colvin

Circulation Manager
Patrick Kirkbride

The Interreligious and International

Federation for World Peace is a worlp-

wide, not-for-profit organization dedit

cated to the promotion of world peag¢e
through education programs, work-
shops, conferences, and publicatiops.

Founders
Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon
Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon

Chairman
Dr. Chung Hwan Kwak

Secretary General
Dr. Neil Albert Salonen

Executive Director
Dr. Thomas G. Walsh

Secretariat
3600 New York Avenue NE, Suite 35D
Washington, D.C., 20002-1947
Ph: 202-269-5345
Fx: 202-526 6904
Email: iifwp@iifwp.org

New York Office

866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 529

New York, New York 10017
Ph: 212-826-8999
Fx: 212-826-3352
Email: iifwp@iifwp.org

tion,” offers the counsel and recommendationtghefworld’s
heads of state on matters of critical concermtmnanity.

However, what was missing in the “Millennium Declara-
tion,” as insightful and constructive as it is, was the input
of other critical stakeholders in the human quest for peace,
that is, the members of civil society.

The IIFWP conference, hosted by the Mission of Indonesia
to the United Nations, and co-sponsored with the World Asso-
ciation of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO), offered
a golden opportunity for NGOs to voice their concerns,
affirmations, and recommendations. In turn, the documents
that emerged out of the conference, now published, are being
made available to the United Nations and governments around
the world. The quest for peace needs to be inclusive and
comprehensive.

The other feature presented in this issue concerns the remark-
able educational program initiative which IIFWP launched,
again workng closely with WANGO, in October, and which
has as its mission to convene educational programs in 190
nations before the year’s end. At present these educational
programs are well undevay and reaching the peak of ac-
tivity. The salient themes ggented in these programs fo-
cus on strengthening the family, public service, character edu-
cation, values and principles, renewal of the United Nations,
and interreligious cooperation. These themes are central to
the vision and mission of the IIFWP, but they are also themes
and concerns that in many ways are basic to the founding
ideals and vision of the United Nations itself. It is in the spirit
of assisting and supporting the work of the United Nations,
and civil society, that these programs were undertaken.

These events are signs of great hope, not only for the well
being of the IIFWP, but for the global goal of establishing a
culture of peace. We hope you enjoy and are inspired by these
reports. We welcome your input, comments, and opinions. Also,
please don't forget to visit our web site at www.iifwp.org.
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Welcoming Address of H.E. Amb. Makarim Wibisono

Delivered at the IIFWP and WANGO Conference on “The Millennium Declaration of the United Nations”

Distinguished Participants, Ladies ananocracy and good governance; proteatieliberations these worthy concepts will
Gentlemen, ing the vulnerable; meeting the specifibe susceptible to common interpretation
| would like to extend a warm andneeds of Africa; and strengthening thand general acceptance.
cordial welcome to all of you to thisUnited Nations. These are the dominant Itis also significant that the Charter
conference which explores the themehallenges facing the international comenunciates numerous principles of a
“The Millennium Declaration of the munity in the 2% century. sacrosanct nature whose scrupulous
United Nations: A Response from Civil  For practitioners of internationalobservance would make manifold con-
Society.” This conference has given upolitics and international organizationstributions toward amity and coopera-
the first opportunity to formulate ourthe importance of adhering to some inion among all nations. And over the
response to the Declaration adopted hyinsic values and fundamental prinpast more than five decades, the Gen-
the historic Millennium Summit held ciples has long been self-evident. Thesral Assembly, based on these prin-
under the auspices of the United Natiorsre epitomized, in our times, in theciples, has defined issues relating to
in September 2000. Our meeting, theré&zharter of the United Nations. Thapeace and security, promoted develop-
fore, apart from being timely anddocument has an ever-lasting signifiment, combated poverty and established
appropriate, has the weighty task of natance and all member states need to iguidelines to deal with such new and
only reviewing its outcome but alsodedicate themselves to its vision whiclemerging problems as environment,
facilitating the implementation of its de-alone will strengthen the Organizatiopopulation and human rights. Its
cisions, conclusions and recommendand thereby lay a strong foundation fooverarching goal has been, and must
tions. | would also like to express mycommon security and generalized progontinue to be, the enhancement of the
appreciation and gratitude to IIFWP angberity. The Millennium Declaration human condition and provisions for its
WANGO, especially to Dr. Chung Hwanmade a pointed reference to freedonsecurity. These noble objectives are
Kwak, Dr. Wally N'Dow, and Mr. Taj equality, solidarity, tolerance, respectooted in the Charter which mandates
Hamad, for organizing this conference.for nature and shared responsibilitghe United Nations to create conditions
Let me begin my remarks by a caalong with brief explanations of what (continued on page 14)
veat. Many centuries ago, a great Gregkey mean. | do hope that during your
philosopher, Socrates, observed that
“the unexamined life is not worth liv-
ing.” This wisdom implies the need for
a continuous interaction between hu-
mankind and its context of living. In
our context, it is essential to respond
and examine the Millennium Declara-
tion — which is a humamode of pro-
duction in Popper’s philosophical sys-
tem — in order that it contributes to the
creation of the worthiest world for us
to live in. Our gathering here is very
germane to this wisdom.
The issues and categories to be re-
viewed and discussed by both the panel-
ists and participants of this conference,
which are identical to those contained in
the Millennium Declaration, are critical
to the future of mankind. These have been
broadly grouped under values and prin-
ciples; peace and security; development
and poverty eradication; protecting our
common environment; human rights, dedFWP Chairman Rev. Dr. Chung Hwan Kwak greets Amb. Wibisono
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International Public Service and a Culture of

by Dr. Thomas G. Walsh
dent of University of Bridgeport; Dr.

2000, the Interreligious andligious Studies at University of Cali-

Peace

World Forum; Dr. Neil Salonen, Presitor from the Philippines; H.E. Alberto

Pedrosa, Philippine Ambassador to

Chancellor of Kampala University; and

On September 29-October 2Ninian Smart, Rowny Professor of ReBelgium; Amb. Badru Kettarega, Vice

International Federation forfornia Santa Barbara; Dr. Seriah ReiDr. Frederika Rice, Executive Member

World Peace sponsored its tenth Interna-
tional Seminar in London, England. Over
400 international delegates addressed the
theme, “International Public Service and
a Culture of Peace.” Seventy-seven na-
tions were represented. The conference
was co-sponsored by IIFWP International
and IIFWP-Europe. Dr. Chung Hwan
Kwak served as the Chairman, and Rev.
Kwang-Kee Sa, as Co-Chair.

The conference was the first col-
laborative effort between the interna-
tional office of IIFWP and one of its
continental offices. Due to very good
communication and cooperation be-

of the U.N. Association of Great
Britain. Participants testified that the
conference was a huge and unquali-
fied success, helping to fill the great
needfor a clear moral vision for the
twenty-first century.

The IIFWP is proud to be the host
of these seminars, and gratified by the
results. Following the conference, the
IIFWP, along with representatives of
the World Association of Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations, sponsored
a day of training for IIFWP delegates
from around world who volunteered
to participate in the development and

tween the offices and their respective implementation of an international
staffs, the conference was very well orP"- Thomas Walsh opens the Conferenceeducational program which empha-
ganized. Special appreciation is due tof Concerned Women for America; Drsizes public service, character educa-
Mark Bramwell and Timothy ReadGordon Anderson, Secretary General dfon, renewal of families worldwide,
from the European office. Professors World Peace Academy; Dthe dialogue among civilizations, and
The conference program centered dkathy Winings of the International Re-the strengthening of the United Na-
the theme of public service, promotindief Friendship Foundation; Dr. Franktions. This educational program is ex-
the ideal of “living for the sake of oth- Kaufmann of the Inter-Religious Fedpected to be co-sponsored by IIFWP
ers.” Session themes included the folkration for World Peace; Mr. Roberiand WANGO, and in collaboration
lowing: “Moral Foundations of a Cul- Jordan, an activist working with Unitedwith the United Nations. Also, at the
ture of Peace,” “The Moral, Social, andNations NGOs; Amb. Semakulafollow-up training program, the plans
Global Significance of the Family,” Kiwanuka, Permanent Representativior the convening of an international
“Character Education,” and “Models ofof Uganda to the United Nations; Msconference for non-governmental or-
International Public Service.” Mable Millner of Boston University; ganizations, co-sponsored by IIFWP
Speakers included Dr. WallyDr. Ryszard Pachocinski of Warsanvand WANGO, and convened in New
N’Dow, Convener of the State of theUniversity; Dr. Daria Brezinski of In- York on October 20-22, was an-
tegrated Learning Systems; Mr. Jackounced and explaine®
Corley of International Educational
Foundation; Mr. Robin Graham of Glo-
bal Teamtogether; Massimo Trombin
and John Gehring both of the IRFF and
Religious Youth Service; and others.
Many international dignitaries were
in the audience, including Mrs. Mary
Note, the First Lady from the Republic
of the Marshall Islands; the Hoxrnold
Ruutel, formerPresident of Estonia;
H.H. Mohsin Ali Kahn of Hyderabad;

Discussion group Hon. Benasing Macarambon, a Sendzuests perform at the closing banquet
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Executive Summary of The Millenium Declaration of the
United Nations: A Response from Civil Society

by Dr. Mark P. Barry itis essential for representatives of civil 8. Strengthening the United Nations
society to enter into dialogue, as part- Presenters reviewed each of these
he Millennium Declaration of the ners, with governments, and offer theisubjects and offered recommendations.
I United Nations: A Responsewisdom, insight and recommendationsSpecial sessions were held on three ad-
from Civil Society” was held in as called for by the Secretary Generatlitional topics of the potential partner-
New York at the United Nations Head-The responses consisted of reactiorship roles of NGOs: “NGOs as Part-
quarters and New York Hilton Hotelfrom IIFWP, WANGO and individual ners in Debt Relief and Financing for
from October 20-22, 2000. Hosted byNGOs who examined the DeclaratioiDevelopment,” “NGOs as Partners in
the Mission of Indonesia to the U.N. andn detalil, including its stated values. Th&alues and Public Service,” and “NGOs
co-sponsored by the Interreligious andonference served to link constituenas Partners in Strengthening the Fam-
International Federation for WorldNGOs from within their tradition to the ily.” Discussion groups were then con-
Peace (IIFWP) and World AssociatiorJ.N. IIFWP’s response focused on theened around the eight themes of the
of Non-Governmental Organizationgole of the family, while WANGO spe- Millennium Declaration, in terms of
(WANGO), it was attended by over 50Cifically focused on the six values elabohow NGOs respond to the Declaration
representatives of NGOs and civil sorated in the Declaration. These six enurand how they can work together.
ciety from 105 countries. Conferencesiated values were intended to be linked
Co-Chairs were H.E. Ambassadoto the larger community of NGOs, es- Opening Statements
Makarim Wibisono, Permanent Reprepecially the religious and spiritual com-
sentative of Indonesia to the U.N., Drmunity and value-oriented NGOs, from At the opening of the conference, Dr.

Chung Hwan Kwak, Chairman, IIFWP,within their respective traditions. Neil A. Salonen, Secretary General of
and Dr. Wally N'Dow, Secretary Gen- The partnership of governmentsthe IIFWP, welcomed the participants.
eral, WANGO. NGOs and civil society can help realHe observed that many of the problems

The conference took place fiveize the vision and objectives of the Mil-of our world transcend the traditional
weeks after the Millennium Summit oflennium Declaration. This conferencepolitical questions with which the U.N.
World Leaders convened at the Unitetepresented the first such effort in théas traditionally dealt — oftentimes,
Nations attended by 150 heads of statprocess of discussion, support and athey become questions involving an en-
government and royalty — the largestocacy of the principles and objectivesire region or the globe. Often the roots
gathering of world leaders in historyoutlined in the Declaration. It also repof conflict can be found in culture or
The world leaders unanimously adoptetesented a follow-up effort by IIFWP,religion rather than nationality. Thus,
the United Nations Millennium Decla-which sponsored “Assembly 2000: Reenly a broader discussion and exami-
ration at the Summit’s conclusion (aphewing the United Nations and Build-nation of a question that can bring about
proved in General Assembly resolutionng a Culture of Peace” at the U.N. ircertain solutions. “The IIFWP vision,”
55/2). The document, itself derived fromAugust, just prior to the Millennium he said, “ is to create one network where
U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan’sSummit, to evaluate the results of thenembers of the religious community
We the Peoplemillennium report — deliberations of the world’s leaders. can come together and give their advice
contains a statement of values, prin- The conference itself was structuretb members of the political community
ciples and objectives for the internaaround the eight major themes of theith an eye toward broadening and tran-

tional agenda of the new century an#lillennium Declaration: scending some of the solutions that have
sets deadlines for many collective ac- 1. Values and principles been limited by political questions in the
tions. It is a significant statement out- 2. Peace and security past.” The IIFWP has proposed a
lining the shared values and those criti- 3. Development and poverty broader construction of the United Na-
cal areas in need of serious consider- eradication tions system so that there would be a
ation as we look into the new century 4. Protecting our common formal way for world religious leaders
and new millennium. environment to provide advice to the world political
The co-sponsors convened this con- 5. Human rights, democracy and community. Dr. Salonen urged the NGO
ference to respond to the Millennium good governance community represented in the confer-
Declaration — the core results of the 6. Protecting the vulnerable ence to act in order to make a differ-

Millennium Summit — in the beliefthat 7. Meeting the special needs ofida (continued on next page)
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ence in the world: “if we do that...itwill of global governance to manage thposed at Assembly 2000 the develop-
be a catalyst because | believe the tintaassive changes...transforming thenent of an international educational
is right,” he said. shape and substance of internationptogram which emphasizes:

Mr. Taj Hamad, Executive Director relations at the onset of the millennium.” 1. The importance of character

of WANGO, reminded NGO represen-Thus, in this context, the role of civil

education;

tatives of the significance of Habitat Il,society, he noted, as partner of govern- 2. The profound social signifi-
held in Istanbul in 1996, which was aments and the United Nations, cannot cance of the family;
landmark meeting for NGOs who werebe over-emphasized, particularly inthe 3. The value of interreligious

called to attend as full U.N. partners.
Similarly, this conference is also a wa-
tershed for NGOs because it represents
the inauguration of the first global
association of NGOs. He observed that
the Millennium Declaration made many
promises to the next generation, and itis
our responsibility to keep them; NGOs
must work harder than before. He asked
participants: What do you want to do with
this Declaration? How can WANGO help
you achieve what you want to do? How

can we enhance NGO interrelationship%r Nicholas Kittrie

U.N.-NGO relations, and NGO-state re-
lations? It is up to NGOs to seize the

and international harmony and

cooperation;

4. The need for a close cooperative

relationship between NGOs and

the U.N.; and,

5. The need to cultivate a universal

attitude of living for the sake of

others and build a team of global
peace volunteers who embody
these ideals.

In particular, he said that NGOs and
civil institutions should act according
to the highest moral standards and ethi-
cal norms, and avoid becoming too nar-
rowly focused or self-interested; special

moment, he concluded. follow-up of recommendations adoptednterests should never cause us to over-

Each of the Co-Chairs made prelimiby the Millennium Summit. Future glo-look universal interests. Finally, he as-
nary remarks that set the tone for thbal decisions will not only be decidedserted that the “world is on the thresh-
deliberations. H.E. Dr. Makarimby government representatives, but bgld of a great new moment, one in which
Wibisono observed that it is essentialepresentatives of global NGOs. the history of suffering, injustice and
to examine and respond to the Millen- Co-Chair Dr. Chung Hwan Kwak, selfishness...can be transformed.” This
nium Declaration, the magnum opus o$peaking from the perspective of thehange will come through a change in
the world community through the U.N.,IIFWP, said that the world cannotculture or consciousness, which will
so that it contributes to the “creation ofichieve lasting peace without a greatedlso have the capability of providing
the worthiest world for us to live in.” partnership and cooperation betweepractical solutions to global problems.
He said the eight categories of issuggovernments, civil society and the Co-Chair Dr. Wally N'Dow termed
dealt with in the Declaration are theworld’s religions. Secondly, he stressetVANGO a new house for civil society
dominant challenges facing the worldhat the family as the foundation forand NGOs. In particular, he applauded
community in the 2% century. He world peace must be strengthened ast inclusion of the religious and spiritual
stressed that the United Nations Chahas profound social, moral and globadimension — one which addresses human
ter epitomizes the intrinsic values angignificance. He then mentioned theolidarity and the need for civilizational
fundamental principles of internationalthree proposals made at Assembly 20@hange. He noted that the rise of NGOs
relations; its overarching goal is theat the United Nations by IIFWP has been described as a power shift away
enhancement of the human conditiofRounder Rev. Sun Myung Moon: to esfrom the government as the only author-
and the provision of human securitytablish a council of religious leadersty over the human future, and to the non-
The Charter mandates that the Unitedithin the structure of the U.N.; to es-state sector in the lives of people the world
Nations create stability and well-beingablish peace zones under U.N. jurisaver. N'Dow said it was a watershed
to promote socio-economic progresdiction between the borders of nationmmoment in the history of the U.N. when
Today, he said, the challenge for govin conflict; and, to establish a day othe Millennium World Peace Summit of
ernments and civil society is “how tointernational appreciation for the fam-Religious and Spiritual Leaders convened
collectively fashion an effective systenily. Dr. Kwak noted that the IIFWP pro-inside the U.N. Headquarters in late Au-
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gust. It was a “fundamentaicknow- Chair of the Values Caucus, said think- Mr. Solo Dowuona-Hammond,

ledgement...that it is not enough to viewng abouvalues and principleauplifts  President of the Olof Palme Peace Foun-

the world mainly as a political arena folour consciousness, putting us in touctiation, on the theme afevelopment

contest and competition, but it is moravith our sense of purpose and thand poverty eradication, noted the

important as we move into thes2den- which is noblest in the human spirit. Helofty objectives in the Declaration, such

tury that we work for all or work for none, belief is that all people share our highas halving the world’s extreme poverty

to bring the spiritual dimension into full est values, and that a sense of sharkyg 2015. All of these goals hinge on the

focus.” He said NGOs are teaching therealues can be an important cross-cutrecognition, promotion and protection

is another kind of globalization, thattural bridge to understanding and comsf human rights and good governance.”

counters or mitigates the negative effectserted action. She cited the six valueEhe right to development is an inalien-

of economic globalization: the globaliza-and principles in the Declaration: freeable human right, and sustainable de-

tion of the human spirit, of faith, a glo-dom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, revelopment places people at the core,

balization from below, mediated by lovespect for nature, and shared responsibitiewing them as both a means and end

and understanding by the non-governmeity, which are reaffirmations of the prin-of development, not as a means to other

tal sector of humanity. N'Dow spoke ofciples of the U.N. Charter. The U.N. ipeople’s ends. Human rights and sus-

several ideas that should govern the pathe only repository for the world’s val-tainable development, he said, are in-

nership between NGOs and governmentses, and for 55 years has served as a labatricably interwoven and mutually re-
1. Global partnership as a way of ratory for finding common expression oinforcing. Regarding the North’s appar-
reaching out across the boundarieshared values, the common good. Gint reluctance to implement debt for-
of community, race and natioitgl ~ course, governments can sign on to giveness for lesser developed countries
2. Enablement so that partners castatement of values and go home to bugl=DCs), he suggested that the U.N. set
act properly and with energy; ness as usual. But, in her view, governip a committee within the Economic and
3. Information technology as the ments are made up of people who hav®ocial Council that would operate an
backbone of NGO collaboration; consciences, and can be prodded by thecrow account for LDC payments;
and, NGO community. She said that NGO$rom these payments, projects could
4. Leadership training as a fore- are known as the conscience of the U.N. (continued on next page)
most task of NGOs.
He contended that human security

must no longer be seen in terms of how

to protect national territory with mili-

tary power, but in terms of educational,

health, nutritional and other basic needs

being met. He said NGOs are more than

ever involved in a new humanitarian-

ism of both conflict prevention and post-

conflict reconstruction. Regarding eco-

nomic globalization, he asserted that the

world must not be viewed as a journey

for trade and commerce, with life driven

by market forces, but as the unfolding

of a divine drama, where others’ prob-

lems are one’s own concern.

Reviewing the Millennium Declaration

The major points of the Millennium
Declaration were then examined and
evaluated by several scholars and NGO
leaders. Ms. Deborah Moldow, Co-Conference delegates ponder a point
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then be undertaken in conjunction with.east Developed Countries, U.N. Delennium for their countries, and that the
LDC governments, the private sectopartment of Economic and Social Af-U.N. and the private sector must work
and civil society. Thus, such an arrangdairs, discussedneeting the special together to seek an effective remedy to
ment could ensure the efficient and jureeds of Africa. She said that in thethis pandemic. Leaders also complained
dicious use of resources, avoiding coMillennium General Assembly therethat African countries have been unable
ruption and the cancellation of debt. was general support for a compreherte harness the opportunities of global-
Dr. Nicholas Kittrie, Chairman of sive and integrated approach to be takération. They advocated fair terms of
the Eleanor Roosevelt Institute for Justoward conflict prevention in Africa, trade, open markets, strengthening ca-
tice and Peace, addressed the themeinfluding peace-building, poverty eradipacity and narrowing the digital divide.
human rights, democracy and good cation, development and democracyritish Prime Minister Tony Blair called
governanceby first highlighting the The Security Council’s agenda centerefibr a “new partnership for Africa...
chasm between the Declaration’s esn how to enhance U.N. effectiveneswhere all the problems are dealt...in a
poused values and the reality. He askéd the maintenance of internationatoherent and unified plan.” Leaders also
how much credibility lies behind a resopeace and security in Africa. It spokebserved that in order to reduce pov-
lution of an international assemblyto the need to address pressing socigalty, concrete steps need to be taken to
which, after 55 years since its creatioand economic problems, to ensure rdacrease official development assistance

and the issuance of innumerable decla-
rations, permits nearly half of the
world’s population to subsist on less
than $2 per day. The Declaration sets
out to attain seven specific human rights
objectives, including upholding the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Yet, for example, of the 190
U.N. member states, only 95 have
signed the existing protocol to the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights. Thus, there are many
words, promises and resolutions, but f

a!?aren Judd-Smith

(ODA). Overall, she noted, the Millen-
nium Summit deliberations, as reflected
in the Declaration, called for a new deal
for Africa to address the plight of pov-
erty, conflicts and HIV/AIDS, based on
the independent thinking of Africans and
a comprehensive approach by its part-
ners.

Dr. Allan Gerson, Director of the
War-to-Peace Transition Project at the
New America Foundation, discussed
strengthening the United NationsHe
observed the post-Cold War period has

less in the way of actions. There is littldust African economic growth, and inbeen primarily characterized by civil
hard evidence of how many Declarategration into the world economy asvars and internal or intrastate wars.
tion objectives are indeed being impleessential elements of conflict preventionThese forms of warfare result from the
mented. Moreover, the Declaration delt also gave prominence to post-conflicvicious cycle or reactions of war and
mands that governments not merely rggeace-building, reducing the spread gfoverty: armed conflicts weaken the
frain from doing wrong and evil, but disease, especially HIV/AIDS and maability of the state to provide minimal
requires, in effect, “participation, sen4aria, and the problem of illicit trade insocial services and development, and
sitivity, and cooperation by...peoplenatural resources, including diamondshis inability further fuels grievances
churches, mosques, synagoguegitthe Millennium Summit, 35 African and a readiness to take up arms. Only
temples, [youth] organizations, laboheads of state spoke, noting that Africthe creation of employment opportuni-
unions, scholars, and philosophers,” his a microcosm of the challenges thdes can nurture and sustain fragile
said. True implementation of the U.NU.N. will face in the 2% century. Sev- peace agreements, and this will require
objectives calls for popular support aneral called for the creation of a globaé greater partnering between the U.N.
popular vigilance, not merely govern-assistance fund to be used for povernd international financial institutions.
mental pronouncements. This is whyeradication. Many leaders also calledhe U.N., he said, is essentially a po-
Dr. Kittrie said, that a civil response isfor debt cancellation so that resourcdgical institution which does not know
required, and a civil mobilization could be reallocated for pressing ecanuch about economics. NGOs can suc-
needed, to build a better world. nomic and social needs. Dr. Stevensessfully act as intermediaries between
Dr. Yvette Stevens, Office of thenoted that Southern African leaders saithe U.N. and these international finan-
Special Coordinator for Africa and theHIV/AIDS is the challenge of the mil- cial institutions. Finally, he called for a
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new structure in the U.N. which gives é&ecretariat of the United Nationspccur, it requires the efforts of more than
voice to NGOs and the private sectoagreed with Dr. N'Dow that a new warone generation and more than one sec-
so that they can work better together inf grabbing natural resources is takingpr of society. Now is the time to go
a collaborative way. place. He said 80 per cent of the Decldeyond the confines of our own particu-
The other three major themes of theation directly or indirectly concernslar spheres of responsibility if we are
Millennium Declaration —peace and environmental degradation. Three quese fulfill the Declaration. Education is
security, protecting our common en- tions need to be answered: what can Ineeded not merely for literacy and in-
vironment, and protecting the vulner- done to keep the planet healthy, livelyellectual development, but for the
able— were addressed by a reading adnd full of vitality; what types of sus-“knowledge that we gain through learn-
the relevant article of the Declaratiortainable development programs can kiag from our past and from the wisdom
itself. undertaken to obviate environmentabf our cultural and religious heritage.
problems; and, from where can the fiThis is education in the six values in
NGOs as Partners in Debt Relief  nances be mobilized for such develoghe Millennium Declaration.” Such edu-
and Financing for Development ~ ment? He focused on the last questionation, she said, provides the vision,
and emphasized that all economic deainotivation and direction toward which
Dr. N'Dow gave an overview of the sions have to be integrated with the enve must go, as a global society, but it
problem of debt and financing for dewironment of that country. This is be-s especially needed by the coming gen-
velopment. He noted that many governsause conservation and restoration thatations who will substantially shape the
ments are at war with their own peoplegnores human needs is not sustainabkeiture. Service projects are one way to
and that a large part of that war isle then proceeded to give six exampldsing to society those values that can
caused by abject poverty and the lackf how this integration may be accomeontribute to creating a culture of peace.
of meeting basic human security needgplished, and in the process, funds oldr. Winings said that the “beauty of
He stressed that the poor are not onkgined without asking from major worldresponding to these values is that it chal-

poor but also vulnerable, especiallyodies. lenges our tendencies toward isolated
women and children. He discussed the disciplines and provides an arena in
subject of debt relief, which has been NGOs as Partners which intercultural, interreligious and
led by NGOs throughout the world with  in Values and Public Service interdisciplinary cooperation can occur
some success. Raising the subject of naturally and harmoniously.”

unequal trade, and the achievement of Dr. Frank Kaufmann, Executive Dr. Andrew Wilson, Associate Pro-
trade with equity, he recounted that inBirector of the Inter-Religious Federafessor of Biblical Studies at Unification
dexation — indexing what one natiortion for World Peace, discussed th&heological Seminary, spoke of craft-
produces to what that nation needs tineme of values in a theoretical anthg a global curriculum for WANGO
purchase — had been extensivelphilosophical level. He observed that ¢hat offers the wisdom of the world’s
worked on by world leaders a quarteclear delineation of values must undereligions and cultures as they elucidate
century ago, but the deliberations didie all attempts to chart a positive coursthe values underlying the Millennium
not bear fruit. After the Cold War, hefor the United Nations in its second fiftyDeclaration. He stated he is against the
observed that we now have a war foyears. He described in greater detail theotion that globalization must flatten the
resources and markets, which impactermulation of curricula, as mentionedwvorld’s cultural diversity. The world’s
on development. We must examine, hearlier by Dr. Kwak, that infuses thecultures will address values rooted in
said, the relationship between the armsisdom of the ages into the contempaheir respective religious traditions. Of
trade and poverty, under-developmemntry values listed in the Declaration, asourse, this raises the question if vari-
and civil strife. Finally, he remindedwell as arriving at sound and testedus cultures will arrive at divergent
participants that 2001 will see a majopedagogical methods to transmit thesather than common values. American
United Nations conference on financvalues to others. educators, Dr. Wilson noted, have suc-
ing development, in which NGOs must  Dr. Kathy Winings, Vice President,cessfully overcome the problem posed
actively participate. International Relief Friendship Foundaby culturally determined values through

Dr. P. Basak, speaking on behalf dfion, discussed integrating values and process of evaluating values by con-
Mr. Oscar de Rojas, Executive Coordiservice. She argued that NGOs hawensus. Character education today in the
nator of the Financing for Developmentearned that for sustainable change to (continued on next page)
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United States emphasizes values re- Karen Judd-Smith, IIFWP Director ofof the Millennium Declaration:
markably similar to the six listed in theDevelopment and Public Affairs, saidthe The Values and Principlesgroup
Declaration. He said he was thereforfamily is the vehicle to implement the vennoted the roots of Western culture are
convinced that we can meet in a conthings which allow us to create a culturgrounded in the wisdom of the commu-
mon affirmation of these six valuesof peace on earth. “Every single personity, but has degenerated today into an
Moreover, he suggested that the centrdiuilds peace through day-to-day relatiorsbsession with the rights of individuals.
ity of the family, including respect andships within the family,” she said. It isSome participants felt that the Declara-
care for the elderly, be additionally afwithin the family that one first learns,tion reflected the values of only the North
firmed given that it was not included inthrough the example of parents, how toot the less developed South. Represen-

the Declaration. live for the sake of others. The issues aétives called for the creation of a values
poverty and sustainable development catructure that all can agree upon.
NGOs as Partners first be creatively solved within the fam- The Peace and Securitygroup
in Strengthening the Family ily framework. Thus, the marriage relaasked WANGO to develop a culture of

tionship and family is the core from whichpeace, which would include education
Mr. David Blankenhorn, President ofwe can transform our society, she saidagainst drugs and armaments, and for

the Institute for American Values, dis- education in peace and tolerance. They
cussed why all states should recognize and Building Cultures called for WANGO to be a mediator,
protect the family. He said, “[G]ov- of Peace and Leadership negotiator and implementer of peace
ernments must recognize and respect the zones, as elaborated by Rev. Moon.

natural family in much the same way, and Rev. Dr. David Randle, President of The Development and Poverty
for exactly the same reason, that they mudteliness Health and Lifestyle Educationradication group called for NGOs
recognize and respect human rights, sincéscussed the interrelationship of globdb be interconnected on the local, na-
the natural family...is a gift from natureperspectives, culture and religion, antonal, regional and global levels.
and nature’s God, thereby constituting eadership education. He noted that thEhey noted that education of those in
fundamental dimension of human flourprocess of leadership has everything fwoverty is important as oftentimes the
ishing....” The family is cradle of civil do with being effective in facing chal-poor simply do not have the opportu-
society, its first and most important instidlenges of the material world, and today, iities to develop themselves. NGOs
tution. He decried “no fault divorce” in has been discovered that challenges abould help manage official develop-
the United States, which he termed unmost successfully met and overcome hyent assistance, especially to safe-
lateral divorce. For the state arbitrarilywhole groups tapping into such things aguard it from corruption.
to declare that a marriage may be immepurpose, passion and compassion, which TheProtecting Our Common En-
diately and unilaterally broken by eithetlie at the core of human beings. He saironment group suggested WANGO
spouse for any or no reason is, in essendiee call to leadership is now more like @ffer input into the ten-year review of
to abolish any legal recognition of marjourney than a job, a journey to the heathe Rio Summit in 2002. The group
riage. He urged that a coordinated, inteend soul to remember the values and videntified the critical importance of
national, multi-sectoral social movemensions that most inspire us and reawakeawater, and the possibility of water as a
be begun to strengthen and defend thiee experience of deeply caring for oursource of conflict. Water should be seen
institution of marriage. selves and others. When it comes to thees a human right. Leadership training
Ms. Phyllis Bennett, faith-based liai-effectiveness of an organization or prador NGOs was seen as vital, whether to
son for the Commonwealth of Pennsylgram, it depends upon people and howithstand the pressures of commercial
vania, noted that this year’s World Sumwvell they are able to interact to make anterests upon NGOs or to assist elected
mit on Social Development, sponsored bgifference. He stated the chief relationefficials who respect the environment
the U.N., declared the family as the basship skill is communication that can creto find alternatives in the process of

unit of society, playing a key role in so-ate breakthrough results. development. The group stressed a con-
cial development, and pledged to promote sistent representation of the South in

a strengthened role for the family. Shesaid NGO Discussion Groups U.N. processes and the importance of
we must recognize that the profound im- South-South cooperation.

portance of the family transcends cultural  Eight discussion groups met simul- The Human Rights, Democracy
and religious boundaries. taneously on each of the main themeand Global Governancegroup recom-
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mended that WANGO take the lead idunds are allocated since how mucbf not trying to achieve its goals are
education on human rights. Much of thgoes to administration was at issudoo great a risk; together, we can suc-
world’s population does not know whatNGOs should have more power, theeed. She said the Declaration could
their human rights are or how to implegroup said, for they are the backbonkave gone further to include how gov-
ment them. The group also suggesteahd grassroots of the U.N. Therernments will help parents, grandpar-
that WANGO create an index of goodshould be more representation fromrents and the extended family—all of
governance. It was noted that goverrboth the youth and the elderly. Thewhich is so critical toward nurturing

ment is by a small group over the whol@oted the U.N. needs to be a leadgoung people toward their full poten-

population, but governance, whictby example: more action and lestial. NGOs can best show how these
starts with oneself, is something invords. It should recognize and awarttleas can become reality by model-
which everyone can participate. Transexceptional programs. The Securityng change in their own organizations
parency and accountability of governCouncil should be restructured withand expecting high standards of be-

ments was also stressed. the Third World given more voice. havior from those who represent
The Protecting the Vulnerable NGOs. NGOs should serve as role

group stated that the category of vul- Closing Statements models to others. She said they have

nerable includes not only children, but a “unique ability to reach into com-

the elderly and the physically-chal- Amb. Dr. Clovis Maksoud, Execu-munities, to get closer to the people
lenged. War-torn areas also have refaive Director, Center for the Globalthan any government agency could
gees who are exceedingly vulnerableSouth, observed that it is important tdbecause we can change attitudes, per-
In terms of working together to imple-realize that not whatever is legal is nesuade friends [and] encourage them.”
ment the ideas in the Declaration, it wasssarily legitimate, and in some inShe urged that NGOs become the
recommended that WANGO act as a fastances, what is legitimate is not nedraining ground for tomorrow’s gov-
cilitator among the spectrum of NGOsessarily legal. Civil society, as the reernment and business leaders, adding,
to assist in networking. Younger NGOgository of legitimacy, must ensure thatOnly when there is cross-pollination
need to learn from older NGOs, andegitimacy is a matter of dynamic con-of these sectors will the values that
vice versa. Regional collaboration isent to governments — this is becausee think are important in the NGO
particularly important. many governments, under the pretensphere become internalized in the
TheMeeting the Special Needs of of being custodians of sovereigntypolicies of society and the business
Africa group recommended severapractice human rights violations in gractices of our corporations.” She
points: that NGOs in cooperation withsystematic way. He argued that we mustressed that NGOs not remain iso-
governments ensure that every child reectify the North-South equation, whicHated but learn to speak the language
ceives a basic education; that deliveris a matter of shame and a challeng# their partners.
of health care must reach the intendedr the 22 century. We must deepen In closing the conference, Dr.
beneficiaries; that African countries in-our sense of commitment to internationN’'Dow once again proclaimed that
troduce major languages into their realism in order to allow sovereignty toWANGO is an idea whose time has
spective curricula (French, English andhecome a legacy of human liberatiocome, and will become the premier
Portuguese); that NGOs educate civilather than a shield and pretext to defobal network of civil society in na-
society as to their basic rights and emiumanize human relationships. Heéions large and small, and the premier
power them to bring good governanceadded, “The United States, as now theorld body for training in human
to African states; that debts that Afri-only superpower, must be deterred deadership. Dr. Kwak, in concluding
can countries owe should be forgiverthat [it] rediscovers its own values, ssemarks, stressed that NGOs should
and finally, that the U.N. Securitythat its values are no longer a negaticavoid the dangers and temptations
Council be restructured so that an Afef some of its policies.” which have toppled individuals and
rican state could be given a veto power. Ms. Maria Figueroa Kupc¢il, agovernments — selfishness and moral
The Strengthening the United member of the Board of Directors offailure. Rather they must maintain the
Nations group said the U.N. mustthe International Development Conattitude of service to others. Partici-
reach out to NGOs in all communi-ference, noted that there is undempants were invited to attend future
ties and give them more input and paistandable skepticism about the MiHIFWP and WANGO educational pro-
ticipation. It should be clear how U.N.lennium Declaration, but the dangergrams in their respective natior @
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of the year 2000. level participants from 18 nations inthe Following this success, conferences
To implement this plan, an interna<ity of Girardot, a few hours’ drive fromwere held during November iBrazil
tional seminar was held in London thaBogota. (four separate conferences in different
drew more than 400 participants from With the enthusiastic support ofregions),Ecuador (also four),Mexico,
more than 100 nations and many leageople who had attended earlier internandUruguay. In December, 24 more con-
ers of IIFWP chapters from around thdional IIFWP conferences in Washingtonferences were scheduled in South
world. During this seminar, held onDC, New York, and London, the orga-America. Typical of these was the semi-
September 29 to October 2 and focusetzers brought together 95 academic leadar held in AsunciériRaraguay,on Dec.
on “International Public Service and aers, 49 religious leaders, 18 politicians]-3. More than 300 participants—reli-
Culture of Peace,” a bold plan for thel3 media representatives, 23 leaders gious leaders, politicians, student leaders,
worldwide educational program wasNGOs, 27 student leaders, and numeand educators—discussed the theme of
formulated. It was agreed that the Worldus other prominent professionals—a tdBuilding a Culture of Peace: Universal
Association of Non-Governmental Or-tal of 401 guests. One Roman Catholi¢alues and Voluntary Service.”
ganizations (WANGO) would co-spon-priest, who had attended a conference in In the CaribbearBarbadoshosted
sor the educational programs. Washington, DC, by himself brought 3a conference for 140 guests, and the
Since the London conference, lIFWReligious leaders from several faiths anBominican Republic gathered 200
chapters around the world have beeserved as a panelist. The seminar’s thenggjests in early December.
working round the clock, putting together'Character, Family, and Public Service: The IIFWP of thé>hilippines spon-
seminars, each uniquely designed, bistablishing a Culture of Peace,” wasored a very successful conference on
clearly focused on the central themes afiscussed in five sessions. Dr. Thomasov. 7-8, 2000, at the Westin Philippine
described above. The vitality, enthusiasniValsh represented Rev. Chung HwaRlaza in Manila. The participants were
and vision engendered through these seriiwak, the president of IFWP International.honored by the presence of Rev. Kwak,
nars are energizing the IFWP network The rector of a university said, “Thewho gave the keynote speech and the clos-
and serving to make the IIFWP a morélFWP programs bring valuable in-ing remarks. The luncheon speakers, pre-
effective and active force for peace.  sights to solve the great problem o$enters, discussants, and moderators rep-
Just one month after the programpeace, and they reveal the importangesented a cross-section of leaders from
were announced, the first of the IEPsf the family as the basic unit of socipolitics, religion, academia, media, and
was held in South America. On Nov. 2ety to achieve peace.” According tgublic service.
4, Colombia hosted a continent-wideanother participant, “The readings of Conferences were also held in the
seminar that gathered hundreds of higliRev. Moon are nutrition for the soul.” Marshall Islands and Papua New
Guineaat the end of November, and in
Micronesia, Palau, Samoa, Vanuatu
andTongain December.
On Nov. 25-26 in Kanagawa Prefec-
ture inJapan, 130 leaders gathered for a
seminar on “Building a Culture of Peace
in the 2% Century—Based on Charac-
ter, Families and International Public Ser-
vice.” More than half of the participants
were distinguished scholars and educa-
tors, with the rest made up of religious
leaders, journalists, lawyers, and diplomats.
Pakistanhosted an IIFWP conference
of 300 patrticipants from all over the coun-
try Nov. 24-26. They were honored to
have many national-level leaders attend,
including a former president, former chief
justice of the Supreme Court, and many

Conference participants in Colombia gather for a group photo leaders from religious groups, as well as
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the media, NGOs, and representatives of
foreign missions serving in Pakistan.
The Afghanistan chapter of the
IIFWP held a significant meeting in
New Delhi, India, with 70 enthusiastic
participants, including representatives
from the Afghanistan embassy, the mili-
tary, academic leaders, the leaders of
the Association of Afghan Refugees.
Mongolia has a very active chapter
of the IIFWP, holding one conference in
early November (140 Participants) and
another in early December (280 partici-
pants) for current and former members
of Parliament, heads of universities and
other educational institutions, and lead-

ers from the world of television, radio, ¢ icibants in Colombi ther f hot
and newspapers, as well as outstandir‘l:gon erence participants in Colombia gather for a group photo

religious leaders—Buddhists, Muslims : .
. ' Uzbekistan participants applaud IEP speaker
Catholics, and Protestants. They also hadZ P P PP P

strong representation from youth leaderthis comment: “As we learned, Rev. Moorsession that attracted the most attention
women’s groups, and NGOs. has shown his concern and sacrifice favas the final one on “Renewing the
Tashkent,Uzbekistan, hosted 235 the sake of creating true peace and hdgnited Nations.” One participant sug-
guests at the Intercontinental Hotel omony globally starting from the grassrootgested that the Zambian constitution be
Nov. 27-28. The seminar’s theme walevel. The IIFWP must be given our colamended to establish a body similar to
“The Social Significance of the Family.” lective support.” Rev. Moon’s proposed senate of spiri-
The minister of education of the Repub-  Atthe end of Novembefambia held tual leaders to advise the U.N.
lic of Uzbekistan particularly appreciatedh three-day conference in Lusaka at the The IIFWP has been busy in Europe
the value of the materials presented fanagnificent Taj Pamodzi Hotel. The guesilso, holding11 IEPs in November and
the youth of his country and pledged sumf honor on the opening night was th@3 in December, most the first week of
port with translation and training of teacheountry’s minister of communications anddecember. IBosnia Herzogovina376
ers to present the lectures. transport. The conference chair was Reguests gathered on Nov. 25-26 in
With 25 African countries holding Edith Mutale, a participant in the firstSarajevo. They were government minis-
conferences in the month of DecembelFWP international seminar in Washing+ers, priests, professors, medical doctors,
Kenyatook the lead on this continent byton, DC, in July 1999, who had longedawyers, journalists, student leaders, and
holding its conference Nov. 11-12 irsince that time to hold a similar conferNGO representatives. On that same week-
Nairobi at the Grand Regency Hotel. Parence in her own country. end, 300 political, religious, academic,
ticipants came from all over the country  With just three weeks to plan the constudent, and women leaders met in
to discuss and hear presentations on tfe&rence, Rev. Mutale and the other org&rague,Czechoslovakia In December
theme “Global Character Education fonizers brought more than 250 guests, ifaccording to preliminary reports received
a Culture of Peace.” The organizers hadluding a former vice president, a cabinets of this writing), 210 attended IEPs in
a goal of 360 guests, but 400 attendehinister, a deputy minister, three formeAlbania, 330 inBulgaria, 100 inGer-
despite the short notice on invitations. Reeabinet ministers, the mayor of Lusakanany, 245 inHungary, 236 inPoland
Kwak himself gave the opening addresswo current and five former members ofat their second conference), 25®in+
and the day before the conference he wRarliament, representatives of all politimania, 120 in Slovakia, and 70 in
able to meet the president of Kenyagal parties, presidents of universities, an@lovenia The response in all cases was
Daniel Totoitich Arap Moi, who gave hismany religious and youth leaders. beyond the expectations of the organiz-
blessing on the seminar. Typical of the Discussion was lively and enthusiers, both as far as numbers of participants
participants’ response to the seminar igstic throughout the conference. Thand their positive respons @
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of stability and well-being to promotea more just and equitable distributioror, international organizations, NGOs,
socio-economic progress. of resources both within and amongeligious leaders, academics, mass me-
While there have been revived expeaations. dia, and others.
tations for a peaceful and more secure Hence, the challenge for govern- Right now the new global diplomacy
world, the reality in the new millenniumments and civil society alike is how tds similar to parliamentarian diplomacy.
is that we are far from achieving this goakollectively fashion an effective systenThe actors are more than government
Weapons of mass destruction continue tf global governance to manage theepresentatives only. So | have to re-
threaten the survival of humanity. Conmassive changes that are transformingind you that today’s global decisions,
flicts abound and nations are strugglinghe shape and substance of internatiores well as future global decisions, will
to adjust to drastically changed andelations at the onset of the millenniumnot only be decided by government rep-
changing political and economic circumWWe can only succeed if nations will riseesentatives but also by you, represen-
stances. These have givenrise to a groabove parochial concerns and focutives of global NGOs. This is the
ing sense of uncertainty, disquiet and digheir attention on common long-termtrend of global diplomacy right now and
illusion. Consequently, there is far lesgterests which are succinctly stated im the future.
assurance now on how best to respondtioe Millennium Declaration and which  Allin all, the Millennium Declaration
the demands and vicissitudes of a worldind us all in a global neighborhood. is the magnum opus of the world com-
of deepening inter-dependence among If these objectives are to be realizednunity through the U.N. to address the
countries and the globalization of evethen dialogue among nations is indispenshallenges of the 2tentury and to out-
more intricate and inter-linked problemsable. Itis only through dialogue that difline the direction in overcoming them. As
of peace, security and development. THerences can be resolved peacefully artde resources of the U.N. and member
pursuit of these aims involves not juslasting solutions can be found to vexingtates are not always available and suffi-
preventive diplomacy, peacekeeping anpgroblems. | submit that dialogue has besient, participation of civil society, like
conflict resolution. Rather, they shouldcome more urgent than ever particularlffFWP and WANGO, organizations that
resolutely tackle economic, social and enn the economic sphere that must be aall of you represent, has indeed become
vironmental problems and thus the unehored essentially on the basis of mutualdispensable. You are the actors now
derlying causes of national and internanterests and benefits, shared responsibiind will be the actors in the future.
tional conflicts. ties and genuine interdependence. And Since its birth in the Scottish En-
Reshaping global economic relations this era of the interdependence of coutightenment tradition, civil society —
is a formidable challenge facing ustries and the integration of markets, ideasany will call it the Third Sector —
Present development patterns cannahd societies, the strengthening of partas been referred to that sphere of vol-
continue indefinitely to the detriment ofnerships between governments, civil santary association and informal network
the interests of the vast majority of deeiety, international organizations and tha which individuals and groups engage
veloping countries. Global inequal-private sector, including multinationalin activities of public consequence. It
ity continues to rise as about 1.3 billiorcorporations, has become of paramoui# distinguished from the public activi-
people are estimated to live in abjeatnportance. ties of government because it is volun-
poverty. For, while hunger rules, peace |am used to speaking before mentary and from the private activities of
cannot prevail. It is a paradox that irbers of the delegations of other courthe market because it seeks common
this era of globalization, for manytries. Buttoday | meet with NGOs fromground and public good. For demo-
people on the planet, the United Naall over the world. This is a milestonecratic society, it provides an essential
tions’ goals of peace and prosperity rein the process of my career because riglik between citizen and state, and for
main as elusive as ever. now the world has been changed. lmternational society, between citizens
While economic and social developthe past, all of the global issues weref various countries and international
ment suffer from severe imbalancegjecided only by diplomats. If you re-organizations. As per the United Na-
threats to the environment have becommaember, the Vienna Convention wations, it fundamentally is an attempt to
global in scale and devastating in imformulated by only diplomats or ambassynthesize public and private good.
pact. But changes are possible andadors. But right now, after the Cold The civil society argument is most
following the Millennium Summit, we War, global diplomacy has changeduseful as a corrective to those who see
now have unprecedented opportunitieEhe actors are not only governments gjovernment and formal politics as the
to break out of the negative trends aheir representatives. The actors hay@imary focus of good citizenship and
the past. This would, however, requirg@roliferated and include the private secsource of public goods, as well as to
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those who see the market action of irthe welfare and well-being of humanitynot only rest authority with the people but
dividual consumers and corporate proas a whole. Yet, empirical evidence haaso protect the legitimate rights of all
ducers as largely irresponsible for freeshown the wide gap between their adogpeoples. So too, the less powerful should
dom and good life. Since these postion and implementation. It is in thisnot become disenfranchised from the de-
tions are often attached to political ideeontext that the role of civil society, agision-making process at the international
ology, the civil society argument is di-partner of governments and the Unitefvel as we work towards more genuine
rective as a critique of both the left, todNations, cannot be overemphasizegarticipation at national levels.
ready for government action, and thearticularly in the follow-up to those  As we enter the new millennium, the
pursuit of distributive justice on theactions and measures adopted by tlipportunities for international coopera-
right, too unconcerned about the deMillennium Summit. tion during the 2% century are greater
structive impact of competitive mar-  For these reasons, and since it iban ever before. Durable peace can be
kets on the fabric of associational lifeuniversal in membership, the Unitedachieved. Poverty can be reduced, and
In the American tradition, Nations is uniquely placed to play @&ven eliminated. Environmentally sus-
Tocqueville’s writings on civil society major role in fostering such partneriainable development can be within reach.
in the early 19 century have been cenships. The U.N. has proven itself cabemocracy and human rights are univer-
tral. At this juncture of the conferencepable of promoting such partnershipsal and increasingly potent values. We
we might ask whether we are inclinednd inclusive participation by facili- can restore global morality which is sym-
to be left, right, or center. There is ndating multiple interactions across dolized by the objectives set by this con-
easy answer to this question right novbroad spectrum of stakeholders iference. We can achieve a new global
Yet in my opinion, no matter what oureconomic development. | hope thatrder based on peace, progress and pros-
position, the most important thing is thathis successful formula can be builperity. It is my hope that our delibera-
we can contribute constructively andipon in the future. tions and efforts will make a concrete
positively to the realization or imple-  Itis with the same commitment thatontribution to achieve these ends.
mentation of the objective contained irwe must also approach problems of so- Let us conclude these remarks by
the Millennium Declaration as beingcial development and translate our resffering the reminder that the world of
partner to the United Nations and govspective ethics and ideals into meaningemorrow belongs to the person who has
ernments toward a more prosperous ariidl action. Again, only the United Na-the vision today. Itis my firm hope that
more peaceful world. tions can weave our diverse points ahis conference will embrace the vision
The United Nations as a forum traview into solutions to tackle complexcontained in the Millennium Declara-
ditionally adopts resolutions, decisionsand interrelated problems. tion and will adopt recommendations for
and recommendations on a myriad of Through the United Nations we musthe realization of that vision.
issues pertaining to the advancement @fork to foster demacratic principles that | thank you for your attentiol @

NGO Conference (continued from page 1)

formulate a response to the MillenniunChairman of the Board of WANGO; The presentations, commentaries and
Declaration that emerged from the hisand Dr. Wally N'Dow, the Secretarydiscussions were focused, insightful and
toric Millennium Summit of the headsGeneral of WANGO. constructive. As was made crystal clear
of United Nations’ member states in For three days, delegates deliberatéul the course of our discussions during
September 2000. with intensity and enthusiasm on the corthe conference, we stand on the threshold

More than 500 representatives frontents of the Millennium Declaration. Theof a dramatic change in the way we per-
a wide range of non-governmental orprogram itself was structured around theeive and practice global governance.
ganizations and from more than 10@ight major themes of that declarationGovernance is not only for governments.
nations gathered. The conference wa#lues and Principles; Peace and Seclihe institutions of civil society, which
blessed with great leadership in the perity; Development and Poverty Eradicabridge the gap between individuals and
sons of the conference co-chairs: Amtion; Protecting Our Environment; Hu-states, are needed. These institutions are
Makarim Wibisono, the Permaneniman Rights, Democracy, and Good Govndispensable as partners, players, and
Representative of Indonesia to thernance; Protecting the Vulnerable; Meeparticipants in planning and implement-
United Nations; Rev. Dr. Chung Hwaning the Special Needs of Africa; anding policies aimed at creating a better
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