Paul - Whatever is not from faith is sin
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You gotta love Paul's "stream of consciousness" style of writing (If it is actually Paul). He would be well
suited for the internet age.

Abraham was justified by his faith. He stood clean before God. But what was his faith? Romans 4:20
says, "He did not doubt the promise of God in unbelief but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,
being fully convinced that God was able to do what he promised." Saving faith means resting in the
promises of God. What promises? All the promises, including, God works everything together for good
for those who love him (Romans 8:28); he will follow you with goodness and mercy all your days (Psalm
23:6); he will not leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5). Saving faith is confident in the promises and
power of God. Therefore, it is not anxious about tomorrow but has joy and peace, taking God at his word.
So Paul says in Romans 15:13, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope." Trusting the God of hope gives joy and peace.
And the reason it does is because our confident hope is that God is at work right now and tomorrow in the
everyday affairs of our lives so that only what is best for us happens to us.

This, | believe, is what lies behind Romans 14:23. Sin is anything, any act or any emotion or attitude, that
does not sprout from the soil of such confidence in the God of hope. "Whatever is not from faith is sin."

The Divine Principle teaches that the important core of all of our acts is defined by "motivation™.



