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Photo Report : 2nd Annual Conference on “No Peace Without Women” 

The second conference in the series of 'No Peace Without Women' was held on 13th June 2023, at the 
Parliament in Pristina, Kosovo. Sponsors and partners were the Kosovo Office of the Prime Minister, 
and the EUME branches of WFWP, WFWPI UN Office, UPF, and the International Association of First 
Ladies for Peace (IAFLP). 

The conference opened with an address from the Prime Minister of Kosovo, HE Albin Kurti, who had 
excused himself from an urgent meeting on the situation in the north of Kosovo to do so. HE Liza 
Gashi, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and HE Emilia Redžepi, Deputy Prime Minister were also 
speakers and critical elements in the preparations, and in extending invitations to Members of 
Parliament. The event was attended by 120 leaders, 12 of whom were Ambassadors from different 
nations of Europe and the Balkans, with over 20 media outlets covering the event. 

The conference was a great success, and a model of peace and reconciliation process, through women, 
that aims to be propagated further. A safe space was created in a tense region where women could 
speak honestly of their scars- and conclude that working together for peace and mutual development 
was the only solution.  As the series theme alludes, women must and can take a leading role in defining 
a new mindset, on solving differences through dialogue, reconciliation, and shared development 
plans, rather through violence, enmity and hate. 

Besides those attending from the region, First Ladies, former presidents, government ministers, 
members of parliament, business and financial leaders, and youth, there were messages of concern 
and support coming from the Head of the UN Economic Commission for Europe in Geneva, Olga 
Algayerova, and Nobel Laureate, Ellen Sirleaf Johnson. Sally Becker, a humanitarian aid worker 
credited with saving hundreds of children’s lives during the Kosovo war, returning for the first time, 
was one of the speakers. She captivated the audience with her testimony, including being imprisoned 
and shot. Her unwavering commitment to forgiveness and peace resonated with everyone, many of 
whom had experienced the trauma of war in their immediate surroundings.  

The founder of WFWP and UPF, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, is presently calling for a greater focus on peace 
education for mothers. It is mothers who naturally shape the values and beliefs of their children, 
therein lies the hope of instilling a culture of peace that starts in the home, and promotes the shared 
leadership between women and men. This is especially important in countries like Kosovo, where 
traditional family values are deeply ingrained. 

The 'No Peace without Women' conference has received strong support from political leaders, 
providing evidence of the growing recognition of the need to involve women in peace processes, and 
helping to amplify the voices of women regarding the importance of a wholistic approach to establish 
more inclusive and sustainable peace agreements. Participants returning to their nations throughout 
the Balkans were already anticipating a next “No Peace without Women” event and campaign in their 
region. 
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Banquet with 1st President Republic of Kosovo and wife, Nezafete; Prime Minister Bajram Kosumi 

and First Lady Florina Kosumi with WFWPI President, Moriko Hori 
 
 

 

 
 

Opening address by Republic of Kosovo Prime Minister, HE Albin Kurti 
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Thanking PM Kurti WFWPI IVP and Chair of Opening Session, Carolyn Handschin; Giving GWPA 
award to President Kurti by Moriko Hori and Mitty Tohma; 

 UPF EUME Co Chairs Katsume Ohtsuka and  Jacques Marion,  WFWP Europe President, Mitty Tohma 
 

             
      Opening Plenary Address, M Hori   Ellen Sirleaf Johnson remembering Kosovo 



 

 

 
 
 

          
(l) Ejona Mirka UPF Kosovo, Event Coordinatrice and Astrit Istrefi, Chairman, Balkan Forum:    (r)Anja 

Margetić, Sarajevo Deputy Mayor; Biljana Braithwaite, CEO, Western Balkans Programme, Serbia / UK; 

Senida Messi former Deputy PM in Albania, Emilia Redžepi, Deputy PM Kosovo; S. Privilovic; MP former 
Govt Minister, Judge, Montenegro 

 

 
 

Advisor to the “No Peace without Women” Series: Head of UN Economic Commission for Europe 
 
 

            
S Privilovic, Member of Parliament, Montenegro      N. Soderberg Former US Ambassador to Kosovo, 

Director, National Democratic Institute,  
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Lisa Gashi, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs; Teute Sahatqija, panelist (right), Former  

UN Ambassador and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Women in Tech Kosovo 
 

       
(l) Sally Becker, Humanitarian Aid worker in Kosovo War with Presidential advisor; 

(r)Diana Ungureanu, Moldova Cardiologist and IAYSP President 

 
Session II Chair Jacques Marion ( UPF) with panelists, including Flora Brovina, MP Kosovo,  

Brigitte Wade, WFWP  President in France. France 



 

 

      And a a few more photos... 

          
 

        
 

   
                            

 




