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World Summit 2019 is the latest milestone in a series of conferences convened by UPF, moved ahead 
with more than 100 speakers addressing the theme: "The Critical Challenges of our Time: 
Interdependence, Mutual Prosperity and Universal Values." 
 
February 9 – International conference on Peace in the Korean Peninsula – jointly sponsored by 
Segye Ilbo and The Washington Times 
 
Welcoming remarks were given by the President and CEO of Segye Ilbo and Mr. Thomas McDevitt, 
Chairman of The Washington Times. Mr. Jung Hee Taeg announced that the newspaper, founded by Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon is celebrating its 30th anniversary. The media has an 
important role in the unification of the peninsula. "The media is vital to fulfilling the Korean people's 
ultimate dream of a unified Korea," he said. Once Korea is unified, then "the path of world peace that all 
humankind longs for will be opened widely." 
 
Mr. Thomas P. McDevitt, Chairman, The Washington Times quoted the Times' founder, who said: "The 
media should be the conscience of society." He praised the relationship between South Korea and USA. 
In the next 30 years, Segye Ilbo will play a key role in the unification of the peninsula and the region. 
 
Special Remarks: 
 
Hon. Lee Nak Yon, Prime Minister, Republic of Korea spoke about the relations between ROK and North 
Korea since the Olympic Games, including the Inter-Korean summits, the North Korea–U.S. Singapore 
Summit in June and the upcoming summit in Vietnam. Prime Minister Lee said he expects the second 
summit between the United States and North Korea to deliver concrete results. "The South Korean 
government will fully support the summit to deliver the best result possible." He said that overcoming 
division on the Korean Peninsula also requires international support. "The South Korean government will 
steadily and wisely make progress for the Korean Peninsula peace process with support from the 
international community, including the U.S., China, Japan and Russia." 
 
Hon. Park Byeong Seug, member and former vice-chairman of the National Assembly said that President 
Moon has exerted effort to establish peace on the Korean peninsula. The nuclear issue is not just for the 
peninsula but can be a threat to the entire world community. The conference will provide insight and 
broad vision in order to understand the long-range consequences of the situation in Northeast Asia. 
 
Hon. Won Yoo Chul, Member, National Assembly, Republic of Korea offered congratulations to the 
Segye Ilbo. "It is meaningful to have this conference just before the North Korea-U.S. Vietnam Summit 
with President Trump and North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un on February 27, 2019. The assemblyman 



 

 

expressed hope that North Korea will renounce its nuclear ambitions. 
 

 
 
Keynote Addresses 
 
Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister, (2006-2015) Canada recalled past visits to Korea, in particular, on 
the occasion of the Canada-Korea Free Trade Agreement signed in 2014. He expressed concern for the 
North's nuclear weapons program. "We have desire for peace in our hearts," he said, "interfaith dialogue 
is essential and the UPF makes a critical contribution for bringing God into the discussion." We need to 
be gentle as doves but wise as serpents in dealing with the North. Kim Jong-un shows interest in 
economic reform but has also expressed a willingness to be violent. The Prime Minister said negotiations 
must be realistic and tough. "We cannot back down on the call to end their nuclear weapons and human 
rights violations. China has been an economic lifeline so pressure has to be put on that country. Russia is 
a disruptor and has maintained a campaign to undermine global norms. Canada is pleased with the 
progress of Korea. "This country is one of humanity's success story from a brutally repressed country to 
become one of the most prosperous countries in the world." The Prime Minister thanked UPF and all the 
participants for their work to bring about peace. 
 
Amb. Christopher Hill, U.S. Ambassador to Korea (2004-05) thanked Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon for her 
vision and support, and The Washington Times and the Segye Times for hosting the program. "The 
division of the Korean peninsula remains the great unfinished business of the 21st century." The 
Ambassador said the main objectives are: denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and support of the 
longstanding U.S.-South Korea alliance. President Trump treated Kim Jong-un with great respect and 
tried to forge a broader relationship to convince him that North Korea would benefit from a better 
relationship with the USA. The Ambassador said that North Korea has chosen to isolate itself. The 
upcoming summit represents an opportunity to create a new paradigm. North Korea should recognize that 
Vietnam, which experienced a prolonged war, has become one of the great successes in Asia. The 
ambassador said the North should not expect the United States to do anything that might weaken the US-
South Korea alliance. 
 
Dr. Michael Jenkins, Regional Chairman UPF North America served as moderator for the next session on 
"Denuclearization in North Korea and the Future of the Korea-U.S. Alliance." Dr. Woo Jeong Yeop, 
Director of Security Strategy Studies, Sejong Research Institute expressed great anticipation for the 
second summit between President Trump and Chairman Kim. 
 
Amb. Joseph R. DeTrani, U.S. Envoy to the Six-Party Talks (2005-2006) reminded the audience how 
close we were to war with North Korea in 2017. At that time the north was conducting tests with 
intercontinental ballistic missiles and thermonuclear weapons. Then in Kim Jong Un's 2018 New Year's 
address he declared that his country would no longer "create, test, use, or proliferate nuclear weapons" 
and that it "no longer needs" to test its weapons capability. The results could be found in 2018. There 
were no missile launches, and instead, there were three inter-Korean summits between Kim Jong Un and 
President Moon Jae-in, the Singapore summit and a China-North Korea meeting. The U.S. objective has 
not changed -- complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization and a verification protocol. 



 

 

Ambassador DeTrani said the West must be willing to put something on the negotiating table, for 
example, formally ending the Korean War, lifting of sanctions or economic support. "We are prepared to 
have actions for actions." 
 
Mr. Yeoul Soo Kim, Director of Security Strategy, Korea Institute for Military Affairs spoke about the 
need to have a clear roadmap to denuclearization beginning with the dismantlement of the Yeongbyeon 
nuclear facilities and the demolishment of the ICBMs. 
 

 
 
Hon. Ted Poe, U.S. House of Representatives (2005-2019) recalled his uncle who was stationed in Korea 
in the Air Force. There is a special relationship between the USA and South Korea. "It is a great concern 
for all of us." President Trump and Chairman Kim are skilled bargainers. When it comes to negotiating 
there must be mutual trust to move forward. "To jaw-jaw is always better than to war-war," said Winston 
Churchhill. The goal is peace, and the first step, is the removal of nuclear weapons. Chairman Kim wants 
to stay in power, respect and security for his nation. The U.S. wants verifiable inspection. The process 
will take time but small steps are better than none. He reminded the audience of America's commitment to 
its allies by quoting President Kennedy who said "Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, 
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in 
order to assure the survival and the success of liberty." 
 
Mr. Cho Tae Yong, former Senior Director of National Security, Blue House acted as moderator for the 
next session. "Strategies for peaceful reunification on the Korean Peninsula and the 'New Order' in 
Northeast Asia." 
 
Dr. Alexandre Mansourov, Professor of Security Studies, Georgetown University, said we should not 
over-estimate the North Korean negotiations or underestimate our own able diplomats. As former 
president Kennedy said, "Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to negotiate." There is no 
carved-in-stone path to peace. It takes negotiations. It's important to constantly probe and communicate. 
Time is on the side of Chairman Kim because both President Moon and President Trump will be focusing 
on reelection in 2020. "The U.S. and our alliances should get behind President Trump and maximize our 
engagement." 
 
Dr. Nam Seong Wook, Professor, Reunification and Foreign Affairs Studies, Korea University; former 
Director, National Institute of Security and Strategic Studies showed that the best scenario would be 
sincere denuclearization, complete sanctions relief, declaration of permanent ceasefire and peace 
agreement, establishment of diplomatic relations with U.S., establishment of a Washington-Pyongyang 
liaison office with full diplomatic ties, and lastly, a Nobel Peace Prize to Donald Trump, Kim Jong-un 
and Moon Jae-in. 
 
Hon. Cheon Shik Kim, Deputy Minister of Unification, (2011-2013), Korea, explained that "the Korean 
people have sought autonomous independence and international peace ever since its period of Japanese 
imperialism." This basic shared value between the people of North and South Korea can be a beginning 
point for discussions. 
 
Hon. Dan Burton, Member of U.S. Congress, (1983-2013) said it's important to learn from history. He 
recalled the media "went nuts" when President Ronald Reagan referred to the Soviet Union as "an evil 
empire." Reagan pledged to pursue a policy of "peace through strength." He understood that the only way 
to deal with a totalitarian government is by being strong. "We are now in the nuclear age and everyone 



 

 

wants peace. President Trump believes that you have to negotiate with verification and with strength, but 
if a deal is made just for the sake of having a deal and there is no verification, then it's doomed to fail." 
 
Session V provided a platform for the Sunhak laureates to address the 2019 peace prize theme, "Africa's 
human rights and human development." Ms. Waris Dirie, former UN Special Ambassador for the 
Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation, has dedicated her life to ending this procedure, which is 
imposed upon 98% of the women in her homeland of Somalia. Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, president, African 
Development Bank, recognized Mother Moon for her work to make the world a better place. Dr. Adesina 
spoke on the issues of global hunger and income inequality. He has been successful in convincing banks 
to offer micro-financing utilizing the tool that everyone has access to – a mobile phone. 
 
Session VI featured keynote addresses from former heads of state and government representing 11 
nations. The moderator was Dr. Charles S. Yang, UPF regional president, Central America and the 
Caribbean. Speakers included: H.E. Stanislav Shushkevich, president (1991-1994), Belarus; H.E. Zivko 
Budimir, president (2011-2015), Bosnia and Herzegovina; H.E. Rosalia Arteaga, president (1998), 
Ecuador; H.E. Jocelerme Privert, president (2016-2017), Haiti; H.E. Jerry Rawlings, president (1981-
2001), Ghana; and H.E. Dalia Itzik, president (2007), Israel. 
 
President Itzik expressed sincere appreciation to Mother Moon and congratulated the people of Korea for 
its spectacular growth and development over the last half century. She concluded with a prayer. "God, the 
one who makes peace in his heavens, he will be the one to make peace on earth, and to bring peace to all 
humanity of the world. And let us say together: Amen!" 
 
Other speakers included Dr. Bajram Kosumi, prime minister (2005-2006), Kosovo; and Rt. Hon. Kwassi 
Klutse, prime minister (1996-1999), Togo. Former Prime Minister Klutse called on the international 
community to work out a strategy -- "a new framework conducive to promoting the principles of survival, 
of decent life and dignity of individuals to henceforth constitute the foundations of peace, human and 
sustainable development and progress of the human being." 
 
Other speakers in the plenary, included: H.E. Samiu Vaipulu, deputy prime minister (2010-2014), Tonga; 
Rt. Hon. Sir James Mitchell, prime minister (1984-2000), Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; and Hon. 
Varney A. Sirleaf, minister, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Liberia. Minister Sirleaf read a message from 
H.E. George Weah, president of Liberia. The President reminded the participants that Liberia endured two 
brutal civil war (1989-1996 and 1999-2003) that left 250,000 dead and millions of people displaced. The 
UN responded by sending in peacekeeping troops, and today, the country is stable with a flourishing 
economy. 
 
The array of exceptional speakers from around the world tapped into their collective wisdom and agreed 
that we must challenge ourselves as leaders and to never to take peace for granted. 
 

 
 
February 10 – Founder's Birthday Celebration 
 
The Founders were honored at a spectacular birthday celebration at the Cheongshim Peace World Center 
on February 10th with dazzling entertainment, congratulatory remarks, a delicious lunch with Korean 
delicacies and the wonderful presence of Dr. Moon who graciously appreciated everyone's outpouring of 
love and affection. 
 
H.E. Anote Tong, former President of Kiribati and Sunhak Peace Prize laureate, gave congratulatory 
remarks to the founders of UPF on their birthday, "an event that has impacted the four corners of this 
world." He then went on to thank them for the "most precious gifts given to us: to live for the sake of 



 

 

others; and to live under God as one family." 
 

 
 
Closing Banquet 
 
World Summit 2019 concluded with an evening banquet featuring two members of parliament from 
Europe and South America, a government minister from Africa, and a representative from the Druze 
religion and UNESCO. In response to the question – where do we go from here, Dr. Walsh, UPF 
International Chair explained there will be regional level summits leading up to World Summit 2020, in 
January 2020, which will feature the centenary of the Founder, Rev. Sun Myung Moon. 
 
The participants expressed agreement that the solution to the world's challenges must include an 
integrated approach incorporating UPF's guiding principles: (1) We are one human family created by 
God, (2) The highest qualities of the human being are spiritual and moral in nature, (3) The family is the 
"school of love and peace," (4) Living for the sake of others is the way to reconcile the divided human 
family, and (5) Peace comes through cooperation beyond the boundaries of ethnicity, religion and 
nationality. 
 

 


