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Hi, and Happy New Year  
 
We’re continuing our look at the Divine 
Principle book through the lens of Unification 
Thought. Last winter I’d quoted these last few 
sentences from the explanation of the first blessing 
in the Divine Principle: 
 
“…when people realize God’s first blessing, they 
become God’s beloved who inspire Him with 
joy.  Sharing all the feelings of God as their own, 
they would never commit any sinful acts that would 

cause God grief.  This means they would never fall.” – EDP, p. 34 
 
These are the three last sentences in the single paragraph that explains the first great blessing. They’re not 
theological or philosophical propositions whose meanings we can examine for deeper understanding. 
Rather, I find them to be simple statements of emotional conviction. But whenever absolute words like 
“should”, “must” or “never” are used, especially in a religious context, I sometimes find it discomforting. 
The word religion means re+connect, and in the most meaningful sense that’s more than anything a 
matter of the heart, not merely legal requirement. So I can’t move on to the second blessing without 
stopping to consider these last sentences in the first blessing. 
 
When you’re in love with someone, you want to make them happy 
 
The reason my perspective on this passage has changed over the years is because when I was younger in 
understanding the Principle, I brushed over them. In the back of my head was the thought “Well, Adam 
and Eve fell and so do champions in scripture and in religious history”. So I skimmed over these words, 
treating them as an elevated religious ideal that glosses over the reality of human experience. 
 
But despite my first impressions, this Principle way of life holds these three great blessings always before 
me, so that I’ve had to keep chipping away at them regardless. And as I did, the absolute conviction of 
these statements eventually made sense. 
 
So that now, into my fourth decade of effort researching and testing the Divine Principle in daily life, I 
fully agree with the statement that someone who shares God’s feelings as their own would “never fall”. 
Because it turns out that it’s simple really: when you’re in love with someone, you want to make them 
happy and you don’t want to hurt them. So, because of love, you make choices that you wouldn’t 
otherwise make. You choose things that would otherwise be difficult or inconvenient; or you choose to 
refrain from things that you might otherwise do. And the more you love, the more extra-ordinary your 
choices and behavior become. 
 
And if that beloved someone has become God, the same behavior applies: you really long to give 
happiness and you really don’t want to inflict hurt. 
 
 



But still, “never”? 
 
I believe so. I wonder how many times in your life someone has clearly but improperly indicated 
willingness to be intimate with you. And you refused them. If that’s happened to you, one of the best 
possible reasons is that you were deeply in love with someone else. You were so close to your beloved 
one that you could feel that person’s feelings as your own. So you firmly held your ground. 
 
If because of the Principle you’ve been working at putting God in the center of your love relationship, 
you might have come to believe that God loves your partner and that God put her or him in your life 
because of love for you. So it’s not only concern for your partner’s heart that guides you, but you have a 
consciousness that he/she is beloved of God, and so you don’t want to disappoint and break God’s heart 
either. 
 
You might even think about what a single indiscretion would cost you: the loss of the most precious thing 
you have. 
 
Here’s the last verses of a song I wrote for my wife: 
 

I say you’re a special girl, 
Guided by a faithful soul. 
You give your life for a better world, 
And for Heaven first of all. 
So now your life is joined to mine, 
I feel more than yours alone: 
By placing your heart in my hands, 
God has also placed his own: 
He has placed His own! 
 
I say you’re a precious girl 
And one day you’ll understand 
How a simple girl with a loyal heart 
Means more than life to a man. 
Though trying for sainthood’s not easy, 
It’s the hardest thing I could choose 
But God help me make it ’cause it’s worth it all, 
Just to have a girl like you: 
A girl like you! 

 
So, yes. In this special case I believe that it’s not a far reach to state that, as a person approaches feeling 
God’s feelings as their own, it becomes increasingly harder to fall away from God. And that, as someone 
approaches God more closely, the likelihood of falling away dissipates until it’s gone. They’d never fall 
— their heart and soul won’t allow it. 
 
My God, how this Principle has change life… 
 
 


