
 

 

FFWPU USA: BCSF 2023 ends Unification Theological Seminary in Barrytown Era 
 
Demian Dunkley 
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The 19th Annual Blessed Culture and Sports Festival (BCSF), held from August 9 through 13, concluded 

an era of youth activities organized at the Unification Theological Seminary (UTS) campus in Barrytown, 

New York. The property is being sold under structural changes within the Unification movement. 

 

"[UTS has] been such a meaningful place for so many of my generation, and the younger generation," 

said BCSF Director Denthew Learey in a personal testimony during Sunday service at the Barrytown 

property on Aug. 13. Learey recalled first participating in 2011 at a camp there, and countless activities 

organized on the campus since then. 

 

 
 

"The fact that I'm able to host this amazing [BCSF] event ... seeing so many people from around the 



 

 

country and the world come and make friends and be here together as a family - no matter what they 

believe in, or where they are at in their own life of faith - it means so much to me, and it would not be 

possible without a place like this," Learey said. 

 

"The youth spent so many winters and summers [at the property] for workshops," added Resfred Arthur, 

FFWPU-USA Northeast secretary general, as he noted the recent festival brought together some 600 

young participants from across the US, as well as the UK, Austria, and Poland. 

 

 
 

Launched in 2004, BCSF has been a hub connecting Unificationists and their friends for nearly two 

decades as they celebrate the values of the movement through sports and culture. The festival includes 

basketball, soccer, volleyball, and frisbee tournaments; intramural activities; a talent night; fashion show; 

singing and other musical entertainment; a range of vendors, and a palpable spirit of teamwork and unity. 

And despite this year's festival being the last one organized on the Barrytown property, the event's legacy 

of camaraderie and friendly competition endures. 

 

 
 

"Just seeing all the smiles on all the participants' faces ... there's so much joy and so much love," Learey 



 

 

said. "I really feel the foundation, the spirit that is here is so precious. But it's not really contained within 

the building or the property, it's within all of us, and we have to keep that in mind wherever we go and 

stay united ... to create something beautiful for the future." 

 

 
 

Learey noted BCSF's volunteer staff has also been instrumental to its success and long-standing 

operation. About 70 volunteers helped with setting up, running the BCSF cafe, coordinating activities, 

and more. "[The staff] really helped create this environment for everyone," Learey said. And even though 

the future location of BCSF and other youth events is uncertain, he stated, "I know God has something 

planned, something even greater, and I'm ready for it." 

 

  
 

"I'm ready to be guided to where [we] will go, and hopefully I can continue to really support and be that 

vessel that God can use so that I can continue creating this culture that True Parents have given us," 

Learey said. "This culture that is so beautiful and can touch so many people's hearts, as it touched my 

heart ... I am really excited for the future and grateful for this last opportunity." 

 

You can view the BCSF XIX final championships and other key festival moments here. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



ABOUT REGISTRATION SCHEDULE ~Tl RULES PHOTOS SUBSCRIBE 

BCSFJg 

00 00 00 00 
DAYS HOURS MINUTES SECONDS 

THE END OF AN ERA 
After 15 beautiful vears of creating memories alongside the UTS propertV, we are now embracing 

the next chapter of our growth and possibilities. 

This vear will mark the final BCSF held at the UTS propertV, register now to participate in this 

historical moment. 

( REGISTER ) 

BCSF XIX 

' '. 

BCSF strives to cre·ate a hub for 
Unificationists and their friends 

. to connect and celebrate the. 
"-·,:•~alue~'-6f our·comn{LJnity through 

sports and culture. 

REGISTER HERE 



Watch on avouTube 

Watch later Share 
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"We need to graft the authentic spirit of sports onto a foundation of the 
truth that teaches us to live, like God, for the sake of others, and we 

need to put this spirit and truth into practice." 

-Rev. Sun Myung Moon 

About 



The Blessed Culture and Sports Festival 

(BCSF) is traditionally 5-day culture and 

sports event that was started in 2005 and 

has taken place every year since. 

BSCF is a grass-roots lead project of Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification. 

All staffing, program design and 

management is done by unpaid volunteers. 

There is a core team of about 1 0 people 

who work with dozens of volunteers around 

the world each year. 

BCSF is usually held at 30 Seminary Drive, 

Barrytown, NY 12507. 

District 
Map 
Each number represents a district, find out 

which district you belong to. Then you can 

reach out to your district coordinator to help 

you figure out logistics during BCSF such as 

food, and transportation etc. 

If you have any questions, please email 

infobcsf@gmail.com 

Join our Face book page or follow us on lnstagram for regular updates, videos, photos and 

more. 

• a 



Vision 
Statement: 

Culture 

Sports 

Positively influence the culture of the world by: 

• Creating a hub for Unificationists and their friends 

• Infusing the belief that individuals and communities can impact 

the world 

• Empowering those people to share their talents, skills and 

values 

The cultural aspect of BCSF involve various expressions and venues 

for fine art, cinema, dance, and music. Cultural elements include: 

• Evening programs 

• Social gatherings 

• Artistic avenues 

• and more ... 

The sporting aspect of BCSF involves multiple competitive and 

intramural sports tournaments with teams from around the world 

coming to compete. 

• Frisbee 

• Volleyball 

• Table tennis 

• Basketbal I 

( SPORTS RULES ) 
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Building Effectiveness in Ministry and Public Leadership Recent Name Change Email Canvas Directory 

Unification Theological Seminary is now HJ International Learn More 

We appreciate your patience while this site is being revised 

i
t;\/) HJ International 
~ GAAOUATE SCHOOl for 
- PfACEANDPUBUCLEADEASHIP 

f.':" APPLY Ji!!: Give f Facebook Q Search 

,,me- Admissions and Aid v 111111 Upcoming Events v 

/. a I HJ Internat1onal ll W Jf GRADUATE SCHOOL for 
~ PEACE and PUBLIC LEADERSHIP 

Friday, August 11 
2PM ET I 8PM CET 

Heaven's Path 
to Leadership 

Dr. Thomas G. Walsh 
President 

Prooram Host 

Dr. Thomas J . Ward 
Provost 

Dr. Michael Balcomb 
FFWPU Cont inenta l 
President of EUME, 

Manjola Vasmatics 
HJI Class of 2021 

Doctor of Ministry 

HJI NEWS 

HJI Annual Retreat for Faculty and Staff 
East Garden · Irvi ngton. New York 

August 3. 20 23 ~ 
HJI Annual Retreat for Faculty and Staff 08.03.23 

HJ/ Communications 

HJI faculty and staff participated in a one-day 

Annual Retreat convened at East Garden in Irvington 

NY. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2023! 

Master Degrees 

Letter from the President: Institutional Name 

Change 

UTS Communications 

Following months of consultations with our 

Founder, the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, alumni 

and other stakeholders, UTS submitted, to the New 

York State Department of Education and the State 

University of New York Board ... 

FACULTY COMPETITION WINNER STUDENT COMPETITION WINNER 

Savjola Konj.a 
St\.lOef\t ,o me, Mastet of 
Ans.-.Rt>190vSStudies 

"'"""" 

2023 Research Day: UTS Faculty and Students 

Recol'nized for Recent Scholarshio in Relil'ion. 

David Wurzer 
Graduate Student 

Online Courses 

Announcements 

Jacques Marion 
Graduate Student 

• "Never Defeated": 

Father Moon in 

Danbury 

• A Big Thank you to 

Robert Pumphrey and 

a Warm Welcome Ken 

Sohn! 

• Dr. Drissa Kone 

Named Director of 

Doctor of Ministry 

Program 

• Steven Boyd to 

become Director of 

Enrollment 

Management and 

Student Life 

Other News 

• Dr. Perrottet Visits 

Albania and Kosovo 

• Letter from the 

President: Annual 

Report and 

Fund raising 

Campaign 

• UTS Hosts the 19th 

Annual lnterreligious 

Prayer Service for 

Peace and Justice 

• Kaeleigh Moffitt First 

to Complete Peace 



UTS Communications 

On Saturday, May 27, 2023, Unification Theological 

Seminary (UTS) held its forty-seventh 

Commencement in New York City to celebrate the 

class of 2023. 

HJ International 
GRADUATE SCHOOL for 

PEACE AND PUBLIC LEADERSHIP 

Copyright © 1974 - 2023 HJ International 

Science, Peace, and Diplomacy 

UTS Communications 

On Saturday, April 22, Unification Theological 

Seminary recognized the winners of the Research 

Day competition, in which current seminary 

students, as well as faculty, were invited to prepare 

an academic poster or visual description of... 

Studies Internship 

Recent Videos 
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~,~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL 

BCSF~i 1.4K likes • 1.6K followers 

Posts About Mentions Followers 

Intro 

Sports, Culture, and Faith. 

0 Page · Community 

CD Ii nkt r.ee/ bcsfusa 

Photos Videos 

Photos See al I photos 

Privacy· Terms · Advertising · Ad Choices [l> · Cookies · More· Meta © 2023 

More• 

Featured 

,,,.,-, BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS ,,~l.' FESTIVAL 

August 26, 2022 · 0 

This is Community, this is Culture, this is 
Heart @ 

Posts 

0. Search 

:2;. Filters 

~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL updated their cover photo. 
August 17 at 12:00 PM· 0 

0 0 40 1 share 

rfJ Like CJ Comment I'!) Share 

,,: - ~ Write a comment ... 
~ v 

~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL 
S days ago · 0 

As we're all resting up from the eve ntful weekend, it 's important to send out gratitude and thanks 
to the core team who made BCSF happen this year. These people volunteered their time and 
effort outside of their lives to make sure that BCSF was the best it could be. Along with the core 
team, there were about 70 volunteers that he lped with sett ing up, the cafe, coordinating 
intramural activit ies, media, and so much more. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

#bcsfusa #bcsfxix 

0 • 



OO m 9 comments 6 shares 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 1¢ Share 

-'- ~ Write a comment ... 
~ v 

Jasmin LaRua 

It was so much fun watching this event online. True Parents are very proud of you all 

....,. Thank you everyone A 

Like Reply 4d 

View more comments 

,,..,. BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL is in Barrytown, NY. ,t•~-• August 14 at 9:26 AM -0 

0 

And just like that, BCSF XIX has concluded' •• Congrats to all the 1st place w inners Y and 
thank you to everyone for coming .11, whether it was for the whole event or just the weekend. 
UNTIL NEXT YEAR •• 

We're working on getting all the pictures out soon, so sit tight -~ 

#bcsfxix #bcsfusa 

0 0 53 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

-'- ~ W rite a comment. .. 
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~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
, t.~.' August 13 at 12:30 PM - 0 

NJ vs MoonFC 

0 0 17 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

-'- - ~ W rite a comment... 
~ v 

Adam Sherahmad 
Just me and you Aryan ,oil 

like Reply lw 

View more comments 

4 shares 

1¢ Share 

50 comments 3 shares 

1¢ Share 



~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
11C~~.' August 13 at 11:04 AM · 0 

D3 Queens vs NY A 

0 0 10 

rfJ Like 

.,: - ~ W rite a comment... 
~ v 

Adam Sherahmad 

Soccer time!!! 

Like Reply lw 

View more comments 

CJ Comment 

,,.,. BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. ,c~-.' August 13 at 10:25 AM • 0 

Basketbal l finals 

0 10 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

,,: - ~ W rite a comment... 
~ v 

WJl" BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL is in Barrytown, NY. 
,t~~.• August 13 at 10:20 AM • 0 

10 comments 1 share 

/;) Share 

4 shares 

/;) Share 

The rain last night d idn't stop the Let's Go Showcase and Songs of the Garden from being a hit' 

BCSF has truly been blessed by these talented dance groups and musicians 0 /' 
#bcsfusa # bcsfxix #dance #music #concert 

0 0 32 2 comments 6 shares 

rfJ Like CJ Comment /;) Share 

-' - ~ Write a comment... 
~ v 

• Sera Hirano 



- Yes' BCSF '! 

like Re ply lw 

View more comments 

,mo: BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
' c•"· August 13 at 9:59 AM · 0 

BCSF Basketball Finals 
Michigan vs NJ 

O a 

rfJ Like 

., ~ Write a comment... 
~ v 

Cathy Policarpio Tripathee ¥ • 

Don't give up NJ 

Lik@ Re ply 1w 

CJ Comment 

""" BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
, c~;,• August 13 at 9:48 AM • 0 

BCSF Basketball Finals 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

.'- - ~ Write a comment... 
~ v 

~ BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
• csF, August 13 at 8:06 AM · 0 

Frisbee 10:00am EST 
Basketbal l 11 :30am EST 
Volleyball 12:30pm EST 
Soccer 2:00 EST 

See Translation 

rfJ Like 

,,: ~ Write a comment... 
~ v 

Makiko Watanabe iJ. 

CJ Comment 

You guys are the best commentators v 
Like Reply lw 

View more comments 

1 comment 1 share 

1¢ Share 

1¢ Share 

1¢ Share 



The weekend flew by so fast, we're already done with Day 4 Comment below your favorite 

sporV act ivity you saw/ did this weekend lt-
#bcsfusa #bcsfxix 

0 0 14 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

~ .... Write a comment. .. 

,,.,. BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL 
, c~F.' August 12 at 9:17 PM • 0 

!! CHANGE IN SCHEDULE!! 

4 shares 

~ Share 

Game times have been switched around, so take a look at what time the games are to support 
your team! 

Take a look to see who's in the fina ls for soccer, frisbee, and volleyball It- It­
Soccer - England vs NJ 
Fri. .. See more ,T, 

I · .1.11.f ' ~ 
BCSF~~ 

LAST DAV- UPDATED 
FRISBEE - 3RD PLACE 9AM-10AM 

' 
I FRISBEE - FINALS - BASKETBALL - 3RD PLACE 10AM-ll:30AM 

VOLLEYBALL 3V3 & 2V2 

PINC PONC 11AM-12PM 

VOLLEYBALL - 3RD PLACE 

BASKETBALL - FINALS ll:30AM-12:30PM 

VOLLEYBALL 3V3 & 2V2 - FINALS 

SOCCER - 3RD PLACE 

BADMINTON - FINALS 

VOLLEYBALL - FINALS 

SOCCER - FINALS 

GOODBYE UTS 

12:30PM-l :30PM 

12:30PM-2PM 

2PM-3:30PM 

CLOSING CEREMONY 
3:30PM - 4:30PM 

- END OF BCSF 2023 -
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,,.,. BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
,c!~-.' August 12 at 7:45 PM • 0 

Songs of the Garden 

BCSF 
~ 

~ Share 
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Songs of the Garden 

0 0 7 

rfJ Like 

Write a comment... 

Shinchan James Tsuchiya 0 

Is this "The Killers' " 

Like Reply lw 

View more comments 

CJ Comment 

,mr BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
, t~; ' August 12 at 6:12 PM • 0 

Lets Go Showcase 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

W rite a comment... 

Betsy Halpert Orman 0 

Wow who's the young lady in blue, so beautifu l' 

Like Reply Sd 

,mr BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL was live. 
,c~;.• August 12at11:23 AM · 0 

Basketba ll 

rfJ Like CJ Comment 

~ v Write a comment... 

,mr BLESSED CULTURE and SPORTS FESTIVAL is in Barrytown, NY. 
,c~;.' August 12 at 11:19 AM · 0 

So many good pies, but lnstagra m o nly a llows 10 at a t ime 

• 

3 comments 

~ Share 

1 comment 

~ Share 

~ Share 

Here 's a g limpse of the jerseys, the fashio n show, and night 1 of the Songs of the Garden 

#bcsfusa #bcsfxix 
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