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After the assassination of former Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe on July 8, 2022 by the 

son of a member of the Family Federation 

for World Peace, the Japanese media 

immediately seized upon this tragic event as 

an excuse to accuse the church of 

wrongdoing. The church was also a victim in 

the attack, yet the media has formed an 

impenetrable wall, blaming it, creating an 

environment in which the church was not 

given a public platform to speak in its 

defense.  

 

Government investigation showed the 

church had not broken any criminal laws. 

 

The media has abandoned any pretense of 

impartial investigation. They no longer 

attempt to fulfill their time-honored role as a 

watchdog on the government. Journalistic 

ethics have been discarded. What are the broader implications for free nations if the media breaks its own 

ethical guidelines for fair play, fact-checking, and unbiased coverage? 

 

Join us for an engaging webinar that deals with this topic with a focus on Japan. 

 

Register here now: us-upf-org.zoom,us/meeting/register/tZIsd-

2pqD4iEtzuayAgl0rrzMbkBbX0_nG7#/registration 
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U S . U P F . O R G / L I V E

After the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on July 8, 2022 by the son of a member of the
Family Federation (former Unification Church), the Japanese media immediately seized upon this tragic
event as an excuse to accuse the church of wrongdoing.  Although the church was also a victim in the
attack, the media and its guests were successful in blaming it, and created an environment in which the
church's leaders, believers and supporters were not allowed to speak in its defense; only hostile voices were
broadcast or interviewed.  Politicians responded to the media frenzy by pledging to dissolve the church,
although it had broken no laws. How have we come to the point where the media in a democratic nation
such as Japan can abandon long-standing journalistic ethics and basic fairness (e.g., telling all sides of an
issue)?  This is especially relevant when it is the government that is attacking an entity, in this case a religion;
the purpose of a free press is to be a "watchdog" on the government and other higher powers, on behalf of
the People.  To what extent should the media be allowed to dominate politics, business, academia? How
can the rights of individuals and minorities be guaranteed in this environment? And what are the broader
implications for free nations if the media breaks its own ethical guidelines for fair play, fact-checking, and
unbiased coverage?  Join us for an engaging webinar that deals with this topic with a focus on Japan.
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