
 

 

In Memory of Armi Sirkkala-Barnes (1954 - 2018) 
 
Crescentia DeGoede 
March 6, 2018 

 

Name: Armi Sirkkala-Barnes 

 

Children: Erick 

 

Birth Date: August 1, 1954 

 

Blessing Date: July 1, 1982 

 

Ascension Date:  

January 23, 2018 

 

Following is a testimony by Seija Sirkkala-Eck, 

Armi's younger sister. 

 

Armi Sirkkala-Barnes was born August 1954 in 

Lapland, Finland as the ninth child of a lively 

family of 12 children. 

 

She was a very sensitive child and had many 

intensive experiences. She left Lapland after 

finishing schooling in economics and looked for 

work in Helsinki, the capital of Finland. 

 

She was interested in spirituality and got to know a 

Finnish Unificationist named Gülen Bedredti, one of the first Unificationists in Finland, at her workplace 

at a bank. She asked many questions, until Gülen told her she was a member of the Unification 

Movement. Armi was at once interested in joining the movement went to a church center. After two 

months of lectures, in 1974, she joined the movement. Her younger sister, Seija Sirkkala-Eck from 

Karlsruhe, Germany, joined one year later. Together they started a church center with Kaarina Jäger in 

Lahti, the fourth center in Finland. Armi worked as a pioneer in other cities as well from 1976 to 1977, 

including Turku, Jyväskylä, and Helsinki. She did fundraising in Finland selling handmade cards, and in 

978 went to London to join the Home Church providence with the Finnish members in Newcastle. 

 

  
 

In 1978, Roy Barnes of Wales and Armi were matched for engagement in London and received the 

Marriage Blessing at Madison Square Garden on July 1, 1982. Roy and Armi stayed in America and were 

active in many areas, including fundraising and missionary work. They then went to California, where 

they got a green card and resided permanently in America. They have a son, Erick, and had a daughter 

who ascended two weeks after birth. In the later years of her life, Armi became seriously ill in her kidneys 

and heart, but still took care of her husband, who was also sick at home for two years. Caring for both 

herself and her husband, she could feel her energy diminishing by autumn of 2017. 

 

Armi stayed connected with her family in Finland through Facebook, as she could not go home to Finland 

due to health and financial reasons. 

 

Armi ascended to the spirit world on January 23, 2018, due to health problems. 

 

 


