
Former Soviet Republics Find a New Ideology 
 
Jeong Soon Jo 
January 13, 2015 
 

 
In 1990, at the invitation of Rev. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, about 3,000 students 

made trips to New York and Washington, D.C. to receive leadership training through the Unification 

Principle. This photo shows one of the education workshops held in New York. 

 

[Segye Ilbo] “The Former Soviet Union Finds a New Ideology” at the UPF Moldova Leaders’ 
Conference. 
 

The nations comprising the Communist Former Soviet Union are regaining their footing based on the 
ideals of the Unification Principle of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. 
 
The Eurasian chapter of the Family Federation (President Dr. Jin Hwa Chong) recently gathered 
reflections on “A Conversation for Peace in Eurasia and Europe,” a conference they recently held in 
Chisinau, the capital of Moldova. The chapters of the Family Federation are organized into 13 groups 
based on language and culture. The Eurasian Region consists of 16 nations: Moldova, Russia, Ukraine, 
Belarus, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Armenia, Mongolia (the Christian territory), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Georgia, the Azerbaijani Republic and Turkmenistan (the Islamic territory). These 
states make up the former Soviet Union. 
 
Many lively discussions commenced on security and cooperation throughout Eastern Europe, as well as a 
system of cooperation between Eurasia and Europe, during the course of the conference. Many leaders 
from the former Soviet Union attended the conference and expressed a strong interest in the topics at 
hand. In particular, Moldova First Lady Margareta Timofti was unable to hide her happiness in her 
welcoming speech, when she stated that “this conference has been a great step in helping us find solutions 
to the problems our nations face.” 
 
The foreign affairs office of Ukraine published a book in both Russian and English entitled “Legacy of 
Peace,” which included the peace philosophy and accomplishments of Rev. and Dr. Moon. The book, 
which was about 281 pages long, was highly praised by Leonid Kravchuk, the first President of Ukraine. 
Former President Kravchuk was the first to serve in Ukraine as president in 1991 when the nation gained 
its independence from the Soviet Union. He is highly respected and loved by the citizens of Ukraine. 
 
Former President Kravchuk met Rev. and Dr. Moon on two occasions, once in Ukraine’s capital, Kiev, 
and again in New York. “The peace philosophies developed by Rev. and Dr. Moon have left a deep 
impression on me. The couple is most certainly worthy to be called ‘true peace loving global citizens,’” 
said Kravchuk. He also showed a deep understanding of Korean history. “It is thanks to the deeply-rooted 
philosophies of integrity found in Korea that such an incredible leader as Rev. Moon was able to come 
forward,” he said. 
 
The Eurasian Family Federation has founded 30 churches, among which about 40 ministers and pastors, 
and tens of thousands of followers. Most of the followers are young people in their 20s to 40s, so the 
future of the church appears bright and promising. In an attempt to purge themselves of the socialist 



customs practiced by the former Soviet Union, which fell merely 23 years ago, these followers have 
plunged ahead into spreading the teachings of Rev. Moon, which are based in true love. Their focus is on 
the restoration of family values and character education. Thanks to their efforts, the ground that was 
frozen by the ideals of Communism is slowly thawing into peace and prosperity, through Rev. Moon’s 
teachings of true love. 
 

The evangelistic efforts of the Family Federation in 
the Eurasian region span over half a century. In 1960, 
a Japanese evangelist was dispatched to Russia, 
beginning the history of the Family Federation in the 
region. Rev. Moon visited Moscow and met with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev in April of 1990. 
It was said that through the meeting, the two leaders 
bonded over a mutual promise to move forward to 
bring about continuous open policy and reform, allow 
freedom of religion and to let God into their hearts. It 
was upon the foundation of this meeting that Rev. 
Moon was able to invite 3,000 outstanding students of 
the Soviet Union to come to the United States to 
receive education. The endeavor bore fruit 
immediately when a coup d’état was organized to 
restore Communism in the Soviet Union in 1991. The 
coup d’état was foiled when the same students who 
had received Rev. Moon’s teachings risked their lives 
by lying in front of the militants’ tanks. These 
students also led the way in pioneering purity 
education when the free sex movement of the western 
world arose after the fall of Communism. 
 
The growth of the Family Federation in the Eurasian 
Region has appeared in many forms in each nation, 
but all of them have played a role in improving the 
development of their countries. The traditional values 

of the family have been reawakened in Mongolia; and in Armenia, many social conflicts have been 
resolved thanks to the peace ambassador movement. A peace marathon was held in Georgia, which 
allowed the citizens to band together to volunteer. And in Kazakhstan, a legal battle led to the 
legitimization of religious freedom. In 1995, about 100 couples lined up for true love at the International 
Blessing Ceremony in Russia. 
 

 
Young couples of the former Communist  

Soviet Union pose for a picture after the  

International Marriage Ceremony held in  

Moscow in 1995 



 
 
 
 
 
 


