
ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD 
Hyun Jin Moon 

Speeches at the Global Peace Festivals 2008 



ii  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 



 

 

 

 

One Family Under God 

 

Global Peace Festivals 

New York 



iv  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

 

 

Published in the United States of America by: 

Global Peace Festival Foundation 

155 White Plains Road, Suite 222 

Tarrytown, NY 10591 USA   

www.globalpeacefestival.org 

 

Copyright © 2009 by the Global Peace Festival Foundation 

All rights reserved. Except for use in reviews, no part of this 
book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise, 
without prior written consent of the publisher. 

 

Global Peace Festival 

One Family Under God 

 

A GPFF Publication 

ISBN 978-1-930549-55-5 

 

http://www.globalpeacefestival.org/


Contents 

 

ASUNCIÓN, PARAGUAY ......................................................................... 13 

WASHINGTON DC, USA ............................................................................ 29 

NAIROBI, KENYA ....................................................................................... 49 

ULAANBATAAR, MONGOLIA ................................................................. 79 

OTTAWA, CANADA .................................................................................. 101 

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA ............................................................... 125 

SEOUL, KOREA ......................................................................................... 145 

TOKYO, JAPAN ......................................................................................... 172 

LONDON, ENGLAND ................................................................................ 187 

BRASILIA, BRAZIL ................................................................................... 217 

MANILA, PHILIPPINES ........................................................................... 237 

HAIFA, ISRAEL ......................................................................................... 262 

 



6  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 



THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE 7 

INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 

GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 



8  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 



THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE 9 

Background of the  
Global Peace Festival 

A new short essay about the GPF goes here and lasts two pages 

The development of the Global Peace Festival (GPF) is the brain-
child of Dr. Hyun Jin Moon. In 2007, he travelled the world as a key-
note speaker for the Universal Peace Federation and met with political, 
community and religious leaders throughout the world. He also made it 
a point to meet with many of the Ambassadors for Peace and other 
leaders for informal, private discussions. 

In the course of these meetings, he heard from many of these 
leaders that, while they always appreciated the opportunity for net-
working and education, they were at the same time anxious to move on 
to substantive action when they returned back in their own nations. 
Ambassadors for Peace holding public office further advised him that 
they were in a position to take a leading role in developing such initia-
tives and offered to help bring the message of peace out of the confe-
rence room and into the public arena through a series of large-scale 
public events that came to be known as the Global Peace Festivals. 

Encouraged by this call for local action, the first GPF was held in 
Seoul, Korea, in July 2007, a few days after the ILC conference earlier 
reported in this study. The GPF included series of service and impact 
projects that took place in partnership with students from several 
schools and colleges in the Seoul area. There were also a number of ar-
tistic and cultural events, culminating in a large open-air rally at the 
Seoul City Hall Plaza on July 7th. 2007 

A large and enthusiastic crowd gathered for the four-hour pro-
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gram, which featured many top-ranked entertainers in Korea, most giv-
ing their services gratis. There was a strong international representa-
tion, headed by Bishop Abel Muzorewa, the Methodist bishop who 
was once Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, and by HE Stanislau Shushke-
vich of Belarus, a respected senior statesman who had helped Mikhail 
Gorbachev bring an end to the Soviet Era and create the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS) 

In his keynote address at that first GPF, Dr. Moon announced 
that he planned to take the Global Peace Festivals throughout the 
world to advance the vision of “One Family Under God.” He said that 
the objectives of the Global Peace Festivals would contribute towards 
the achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals through a 
three-part agenda of interfaith cooperation, strengthening of marriage 
and family and working to create a culture of service.  

Setting up a Global Peace Festival with its many components for 
audiences of tens of thousands of people is not easy task. The Global 
Peace Festivals would not be even possible without the generous sup-
port of the many partner organizations who have helped shoulder 
some of the organizational load.  

For example, in Washington DC, which hosted a GPF in August 
2008, an extensive series of GPF summer service projects were led not 
by the UPF directly but by the Points of Light Foundation and other 
partner agencies, including the Family Federation for World Peace.  

These projects included a wide diversity of programs, including 
summer mentoring for children in the Boys and Girls Clubs programs, 
a citywide food drive for the Capital Area Food Banks, and environ-
mental cleanup projects along the Anacostia River and in several of 
Washington DC’s poorest neighborhoods. Another effort involved the 
planting trees to commemorate youth killed in street and gang violence, 
a project that brought grieving mothers together to call for a stop to 
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the killings. All these events were part of a large-scale effort involving 
hundreds of volunteers and dozens of organizational partners. 

In other cities around the world, the GPF service projects helped 
not only to galvanize interest in the main event, but also gave the GPF 
arms and legs to start making a real impact in each community. When 
Dr. Moon spoke at the Malaysia GPF in late October, he was able to 
recount an impressive array of service achievements: 

In Paraguay, more than 10,000 high school and college stu-
dents spent weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of 
Asunción. In Kenya more than 70,000 volunteers helped clean the 
polluted banks of the Nairobi River. In Mongolia, volunteers from 
Service for Peace and a dozen other agencies are working to 
make the city of Ulaanbaatar a place of beauty and harmony for 
all its residents.  

The Global Peace Festivals are a work in progress. By the end of 
2008, more than a million people were estimated to have participated 
in GPFs in over 20 nations and on every continent.  

This book is offered as a review of the accomplishments of 2008 
and the starting point for planning for the coming years. 

 

New York, April 2009 
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Asunción Commits to 
One Family Under God 

An energetic crowd of 25,000 packed into Asunción’s historic 
Club Olimpia Stadium burst into rowdy and prolonged cheers at the 
Global Peace Festival (GPF) tonight as Founder Dr. Hyun Jin Moon 
told them “Paraguay would play a leading role in building One Family 
Under God.” The Paraguay GPF is the first of 17 planned throughout 
the world in 2008. 

 

Faith leaders from many traditions opened the festival with a mov-
ing display of unity and affection, culminating with a call for God’s 
blessing by Bishop Manuel Ferreira of Brazil. Ferreira, who leads an in-
ternational Assembly of God congregation of several million, also an-
nounced that he was inviting the Global Peace Festival to come to Rio 
de Janeiro in December. 

Interest reached a fever pitch as the limited supply of tickets 
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quickly ran out. When radio station Popular 103FM ran a contest to 
give away 1,000 tickets to people who brought a donation for  poor 
children, more than 4,000 turned out and filled the streets around the 
station with cheerful teenagers hoping for the hottest ticket in town. 

 

Thousands queue to donate at a local radio station 
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On July 3, at a mini-Festival held to coincide with the end of a 
city-wide cleanup and beautification effort, several thousand students 
from 70 city schools gathered to celebrate their work. The service 
project, sponsored by the Global Peace Festival and Asunción Mayor 
Evanhy de Gallegos was the first of its kind in the country.  

 

Students from 70 Asunción schools joined in community service” 

More than 250 international leaders from 80 nations – including 
eight former heads of state, 30 congressional leaders from South 
America, religious leaders, academics and youth leaders convened for a 
three-day International Leadership Conference and Young Leader’s.  

The conference attracted more than half of the newly elected sena-
tors and deputies of the new Paraguayan government. “We are making 
progress towards the United Nations’ goal to create a culture of 
peace,” said UPF Secretary General Thomas Walsh. 
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Jose Luis Chilaver, welcomes the guests to the Leadership Conference 

 Jose Luis Chilavert, the extroverted soccer hero who scored more 
than 60 goals for Paraguay in international competition despite being a 
goalkeeper, welcomed the delegates. “We’re proud of being Para-
guayan,” Chilavert said, “but we’re even prouder that you have come 
here to our country to kickoff the Global Peace Festival for 2008.” 

 

View of the flag bearers ringing the stage at the Club Olimpia 
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The Club Olimpia finale had some of the hottest South American 
groups for a battle of the bands, with Argentine music sensation Ale-
jandro Lerner topping the bill, with strong support from the Cuban rap 
group Chapa C, Factoria (Panama) and Dalmata (Dominican Republic).  

 

 

Cuban Rap sensations “Chapa C” 
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“Una Familia baja Dios, One Family Under God – yes or no?” 
Hyun Jin Moon challenged the crowd during his speech. “Before we 
are Paraguayans, or Americans, or Koreans; before we are Christian, 
Muslim or Jew, we must understand our fundamental identity as the 
sons and daughters of God,” Moon said. “We must look beyond our 
differences to the things that unite us and can bind us together.”  

 

GPF Chair Hyun Jin Moon and Bishop Manoel Ferreira 

The work of peace building continues long after the stadium final-
ly fell silent, with GPF organizers announcing a significant investment 
into a character education and service initiative for the Asunción 
schools. “This is the start of a new chapter in Paraguay’s history,” said 
Thomas Field of the Victoria Company, one of the leading local back-
ers of the Festival. “The time has come for this nation to shine,” said 
Senator Lillian Sameniego, the Festival’s organizing co-chair. 
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International Cooperation 

for Development 

Dr. Lilian Graciela Samaniego González 

Senator, Republic of Paraguay 

In comparison with other parts of the world, Latin America seems to 
be one of the most peaceful regions on the planet. This perception con-
trasts, however, with the fact that it is one of the areas with the greatest 
gap in the distribution of wealth, poverty, and exclusion. The expectations 
generated by the democratic process that took place in the 1980s have not 
brought about substantial change in these situations of social exclusion 
and in consolidating the institutions that would allow citizens to deepen 
the full exercise of their rights. 

Along with this, a combination of economic, social, and political fac-
tors contribute to increasing the sociopolitical tensions, and in many cas-
es,, the institutions and political systems seem unable on their own to find 
the best way to generate democratic governance and stability. 

In this way, in Latin America the concerns about an eventual warlike 
confrontation among nations have been displaced by a growing attention 
to the increase of internal conflicts. Such a situation involves the danger 
that internal crises will result in conflicts on a regional scale. Without a 
doubt, a regional escalation of conflict would be a considerable backward 
step in the possibilities for driving economic growth and development on 
the American continent. 

As a consequence, the region will be able to resume the path toward 
peace only if it is able to give its societies an economic growth accompa-

http://upf.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=966:samaniego-international-cooperation-for-development&catid=152:americas-summit&Itemid=287
http://upf.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=966:samaniego-international-cooperation-for-development&catid=152:americas-summit&Itemid=287
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nied by genuine human development. It is not possible to continue eco-
nomic growth unless it is accompanied by a concrete improvement in the 
quality of life of Latin Americans. We cannot have a rich region whose 
citizens are poor. Inequality generates violence, and violence is the worst 
cancer that can afflict our societies. 

In this regard, the best way to achieve sustainable development in 
our countries is through international cooperation. This collaboration 
should include the countries of Latin America themselves along with our 
North American neighbors and our European friends, with whom we are 
united by profound historical and cultural ties. Only through the joint ef-
forts of South Americans, Central Americans, North Americans, and Eu-
ropeans will the region achieve a sustainable economic growth over time. 

In every case, the objective of the cooperation should be to promote 
human, economic, social, and political development while caring for the 
environment of the countries. To achieve this, our countries should es-
tablish bonds to: 

• Provide decent living conditions for all the citizens of the region by 
meeting the basic needs of the population. 

• Generate economic growth and genuine human development. 

• Attract foreign investment as a mechanism for long-term growth. 

• Defend and promote respect for human rights. 

• Favor equal integration of women, by defending their rights to partic-
ipate in all aspects of life in the nation. 

• Defend democracy and citizen participation in politics. 

• Guarantee transparency in the institutions of government. 

• Promote education as a tool for sustainable development. 

• Set up dialogue as the mechanism for peaceful conflict resolution. 
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Thus, it is necessary to promote communication among govern-
ments, parliaments, and governmental and intergovernmental organiza-
tions on the national and international levels. For each of these, 
cooperative networks need to be built to achieve a pluralist, multiethnic, 
and multicultural focus that includes women and youth in creating human 
development programs. The mission of these networks should be to 
promote both sustainable economic growth initiatives as well as programs 
that recognize peace as an inviolable public good. 

The 21st century finds Latin America at a crossroads. The countries 
of the region can opt for isolationism and the quest for autocracy, seeking 
to protect themselves from the external world which is constantly chang-
ing. Nevertheless, such a posture will only bring increasing poverty and 
exclusion to nations that are already suffering from the blows of hunger 
and misery. 

On the other hand, Latin Americans can recognize that cooperation 
among nations is the best way to confront uncertainties. This does not 
mean, as some may argue, giving up sovereignty and giving in to the dise-
quilibrium that characterizes the current phase of globalization. Union 
does not weaken our people but rather makes them stronger. 

Nevertheless, our countries should take into account that interna-
tional cooperation cannot be a product of improvisation. In order to 
build solid ties with other nations, our governments should acknowledge 
collaboration as state policy. Uncoordinated accords bring poor results. 
Since governments and intergovernmental organizations generally have a 
situational, short-term vision, Latin American countries should design 
strategies that employ a structural approach to problems and are based on 
a long-term vision. 

Sustainable human development envelops the seed of peace and 
prosperity in Latin America. Upon its correct instrumentation depends 
the viable growth of our people. 
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The Challenge for New Generations 

Hon. Jose Manuel Echandi Meza 

Deputy, Legislative Assembly, Costa Rica 

I come from Costa Rica, a country which more than 60 years ago 
made a declaration of peace to the world and constitutionally eliminated 
its army. Peace is inherent in the being of the Costa Rican people. As a 
legislator, democratically elected by the Costa Rican people, I bring a bro-
therly embrace to all who have assembled here to give birth to peace. 

Throughout my public life, God has allowed me to always be linked 
to organizations that continually fight for the respect and preservation of 
human rights. It has been my role to fight intensely for children, young 
people, and the citizenry in general, securing their human and civic rights 
in the face of the great changes that characterize our modern times. On 
this occasion I come in humility to learn, to compare ideas and thoughts, 
and to set forth for your consideration these reflections. 

Our societies always have to remain alert and proactive in order to 
ensure that the youth of today and the new generations have the space 
they need and an absolute guarantee of their rights, not only theoretically 
but practically and concretely. Our society that is characterized by quan-
titative leaps in science and technology should provide for young people 
opportunities to gain not only knowledge about all these phenomena but 
also understanding, so they will not be manipulated by expertise and op-
portunity, which threaten to prevent our young people from successfully 
facing the future. 

The free right to information, opportunities to study, and integrated 
growth can be restricted by the limited access to the incomparable ad-
vances that are developing in the world. This is a providential human 
right which we should defend and secure. 

http://upf.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=963:echandi-human-rights-governance-and-peace&catid=152:americas-summit&Itemid=287
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Education is thus a fundamental pillar of development. The forma-
tion of our minds, bodies, and spirits will ensure that we will follow the 
proper direction in dealing with underdevelopment. Let us cultivate our-
selves, and the rest of what is necessary will be added to us. 

Our beloved Latin America should be united and integrated in the 
differentiation and respect for each country’s own realities. This is our 
governments’ basic responsibility in promoting peace as the essential real-
ity and the integral development of their inhabitations. 

Peace, that goal so longed for by humanity in the course of history, 
begins with and within each one of us. Our internal peace, originating in 
the congruence of our thoughts, words, and actions and sustained in the 
optimal relationship of mind-body unity, should be a beacon which illu-
minates our existence as individuals, communities, countries, world, and 
the entire universe. 

Faith is central among our youth of today. We hear many times how 
the young people are the generation of the future, but I invite you to take 
into account the youth today, because tomorrow they will be the adult 
population that we constitute today. One cannot say with certainty that 
our youth are lost, as we sometimes hear. Our youth, perhaps, have been 
asleep in a society that is at a high risk of decay and self-destruction. 

It is the responsibility of this generation to open the doors for the 
real and concrete participation of the youth, the emerging leaders who 
want to serve and grow in harmony with the universe. Difficult times are 
approaching and have begun to reveal their tentacles: the petroleum crisis; 
climate change; food shortage; regional conflicts; rise in delinquency; do-
minance of self-interest instead of the common good on the part of na-
tions, organizations, and people; large economic interests; etc. All of these 
have repercussions, unfortunately, on our people. 

This is where our new leaders, the youth who have been shaped by 
great opportunities they see around them and long to avail themselves of 
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them, should raise the banner of service and willingness to assume re-
sponsibility for the development of our people. The advances of science 
and technology permit development. Each time we think about the wide 
vista of the world before our youth, the endorphins in our brain stimulate 
us to view the future with optimism. 

Convocations like this one acquire relevance when people’s thoughts 
and actions converge to strengthen the atmosphere of peace in the world, 
permitting dialogue and communication among groups which have until 
now been separated by egocentric visions, so that every one of us who 
wishes to achieve peace can express our ideas and consolidate our 
thoughts, words, and deeds in the quest of the lasting peace and level of 
economic, social, and human development which the inhabitants of our 
beloved region deserve and so eagerly await. 

The responsibility is ours. The time is now. Tomorrow will be too 
late. It requires a holistic growth. The personal relationship between hu-
man beings and their Creator, regardless of their religious affiliation, is the 
key to success. Human beings empowered by all these marvelous capaci-
ties and skills can confront a world that has been inclined toward evil. 
Human beings, as the central figures of creation, are endowed by the Al-
mighty to be guides and change agents of the signposts of history. Hu-
man beings can be responsible for their actions and stand up to be 
counted.  

Being unique, causal, and integrated beings by nature, we can lead the 
initiatives for true peace and true love, bringing together all humanity as 
one family under God. 
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Promoting Trust and Transparency 

Amb. John F. Keane 

Former US Ambassador to Paraguay 

A nation’s development and peacefulness are affected by its outlook, 
degree of engagement with the world, and levels of interpersonal trust 
and transparency in its society. Those levels of interpersonal trust and 
transparency are outward manifestations of the fundamental value em-
phasized in these conferences: love. 

Mutual trust is the foundation for all economic activity. But, what if 
we doubt the value of the currency? Without trust there will be no in-
vestment, no information sharing, and no economic growth. Do I trust 
my neighbor? My doctor? My pharmacist? The postman? The policeman? 
Do I have confidence that my trading partner will deliver the goods or 
services in the promised quality, quantity, and time? Do I trust my mayor, 
governor, or president to spend my tax contributions wisely and to give 
my child a good education? Do I trust the courts to enforce contracts? Is 
there a rule of law, or are the “favored” above the law? 

A key ingredient of trust is transparency in personal behavior and 
governmental action, including finances, regulations, and contracts. A ma-
jor focus of US assistance is transparency, and one of the most successful 
such programs started here in Paraguay more than five years ago, concen-
trating on transparency of municipal government finances. 

Traditionally, Latin American countries have been isolationist. How-
ever, the free-trade agreements that have been in effect for a while have 
created jobs and prosperity in all the partners. Many Latin American 
countries have forged their own new trade links with each other and 
around the globe. 
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The expansion of commerce and free-trade agreements produces 
some losers along with the many winners. Any values-based vision recog-
nizes that it is morally right for societies and governments to show com-
passion by helping those who have been hurt deal with the transition. 
Without such solidarity, the new paradigm of free trade will lose in the 
court of public opinion. 

I feel confident that intensified integration efforts in Central Ameri-
ca, the Andes, and the Southern Cone will advance their members’ devel-
opment in proportion to the depth and breadth of their trade, investment 
flows, knowledge sharing, mutual trust, law enforcement cooperation, and 
transparency. However, it is delusional to think that benefits can flow 
from integration efforts which are undermined by distrust and/or by 
criminals such as kidnappers, terrorists, drug traffickers, money launder-
ers, smugglers, or document forgers who have safe havens in a neighbor-
ing country. 

It is important that the US remain fully supportive of cooperative ef-
forts. Among the many benefits, multilateral organizations offer smaller 
countries a sounding board enabling the US and other large countries to 
understand smaller countries better. 

We all know that people respond much better to opportunity than to 
obligation, and much better to positive incentives than to fear. It is 
wondrous what people have achieved when opportunity is afforded, 
whether it is to study and do research, to perform in the arts, to compete 
in sports, or to build enterprises that create wealth and jobs for their 
communities and nations. 

But people will not make the effort unless they trust that social insti-
tutions and government will reward individual merit more than personal 
or family connections. As we know, alienated youths are the fertile soil 
for conflict. A society’s economic progress and to some extent its long-
term political stability and peace depend in part upon its ability to gener-
ate gradually expanding levels of trust. 
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WASHINGTON DC, USA 
August 6-9, 2008 
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A Great Day for Peace in 

Washington DC 

Thousands of peacemakers came to celebrate peace on the lawn of 
the US Capitol Saturday at the Global Peace Festival USA. The gather-
ing, billed as the largest interfaith and multicultural event ever held in 
Washington DC, was the second in a series of fifteen Global Peace 
Festivals this year, with the next planned for late August in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

 

“The great thing about the Festival is that it brings people together 
with neighbors from other faiths and cultures in a safe encounter,” said 
the Festival’s executive director Paul Murray, Pastor of the fast-growing 
church Apostolic Lighthouse Church in Baltimore. “When people see 
Muslims and Jews from Jerusalem and other trouble spots embracing 
each other in tears of forgiveness and reconciliation on the stage, they 
naturally reach out right away with those of other faiths in the crowd.” 
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Rabbi Izhak Bardea, Israel, joins the Interfaith peace ceremony 

Several speakers reminded the crowd of the parallels with another 
great gathering in Washington 45 years ago, when Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. delivered his immortal message, “I have a dream.” Dr. 
Joseph E. Lowery, one of King’s closest aides during the sixties, said 
the time had come to fulfill King’s dream of creating the beloved 
community. 

 “We must become the ‘Joshua Generation’ Martin envisioned,” 
Lowery said, “leading the world into a promised land as One Family 
Under God.” Gospel superstars Yolanda Adams and David Phelps – 
with seven Grammies between them – were among the many enter-
tainers keeping the crowd in a festive mood, with additional perfor-
mances from the 500-voice Global Peace choir and a strong contingent 
of rising local youth groups singing the Global Peace Festival theme 
song “Where Peace Begins” 
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A crowd of many thousands listen to the keynote address 

 

Bolivian Tinkas Champions Brotherhood of Jaya 

The Festival also celebrated the power of service to transform 
people and communities. “Service is just another way of saying “I love 
you,” said Rev. Mark Farr of the Points of Light Institute, a lead festiv-
al partner. The Institute, along with the Universal Peace Federation, 
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Boys and Girls Clubs of Washington DC and more than 242 partner 
agencies organized a recent citywide day of service. A “Food for 
Peace” helped fill the shelves of the Capitol Area Food Bank, which 
recently revealed to the Washington Post that thousands of families were 
at newly at risk of hunger. Festival goers brought food from as far away 
as Chicago. 

 

Above: Hon. Manoel Ferreira, Congressman and Brazilian bishop, announces 
upcoming GPF in Brasilia. 



34  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

 

GPF Founder Dr. Hyun Jin Moon delivers the keynote address. “America 
must realize her blessings are for the whole world,” he said 
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The Joshua Generation 

Dr. Joseph E. Lowery 

President Emeritus, The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, USA 

I bring you greetings today on behalf of ten of Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s fellow laborers in the nonviolent, direct action movement that was 
launched 45 years ago in the spring of 1963. Among us are the Hon. Rev. 
Walter Fauntroy, Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker, and Dr. Fred L. Shuttlesworth. 
We call ourselves the Martin Luther King, Jr., Council of Elders. 

We held a press conference on July 2 of this year to remind the 
world that it has been 45 years since Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., gave the 
world his immortal “I Have a Dream” speech, during that now “Historic 
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.” 

It has also been 40 years since Martin told us a day before he was as-
sassinated: “I’ve been to the mountain top and I’ve seen the Promised 
Land. I may not get there with you but we as a people will get to the 
Promised Land!” When he said “we as a people,” he meant not just black 
people or white people, not just Jews or gentiles, but people of every race, 
creed, ethnicity, and color on this planet. 

We declared, therefore, that 40 years is long enough for people of 
every race, creed, and color on this planet to wander in the wilderness of 
hate, terror, and estrangement from one another. We appealed to people 
of courage and conscience that we become “the Joshua Generation” that 
Martin envisioned leading the world into a Promised Land where we as 
One Family under God would work together to end the barbarism of 
war, the insanity of racism, and the scourge of poverty on our watch. 

I have come here today to thank Dr. Hyun Jin Moon and this un-
precedented interfaith coalition for putting on this Global Peace Festival 
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right here in our nation’s capital. Together, let us go forth from this place 
and this time as a “Joshua Generation” of God’s family to do for the en-
tire world on our watch in the 21st century what the nonviolent warriors 
convened by Dr. King did for America and the world on their watch in 
the 20th century. 

We pledge to stand with you and beside you as we, together, take this 
message to every corner of the earth in the months and years ahead and 
as we enlist in ever widening numbers people of faith and goodwill in our 
effort to demonstrate innovative models of cooperative action that con-
cretely advances the work of reconciliation and peace. 
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A Million Acts of Service & 

Kindness 

Ms. Miriam Parel 

Vice President for Strategic Partnerships, Points of Light and Hands On Network, 
USA 

In this International Leadership Conference we have delved deeply 
into the vision and the ideals of service. We have created a nurturing en-
vironment for our common values and hopefully a safe environment to 
discuss our disagreements. 

In my brief talk today I want to tell how this vision and its ideals 
come to fruition through the Points of Light partnership with UPF, and 
I'm going to challenge every one of you to participate. 

But first, let me briefly tell you about Points of Light and Hands On 
Network. Points of Light was created by President Bush, the father, as a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, nonreligious organization to promote volunteer-
ing and service. In 2007, Points of Light merged with the Hands On 
Network, and it now has 370 affiliates in the US and nearly 30 abroad. 

The vision of Points of Light and Hands On Network is that “One 
day every person will discover the power to make a difference, creating 
healthy communities in vibrant democracies around the world.” At the 
core of our values is citizen action, the building of civic infrastructures, 
and mobilizing people through impact campaigns. We inspire, equip, and 
mobilize people to take action and change the world. 

And that’s what we did in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, which 
displaced more than 1,000,000 people from the Gulf of Mexico in 2005. 
Help to Katrina victims came from all over the world; even poor coun-
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tries and poor individuals were remarkably generous. But it was through 
our partnership with the Universal Peace Federation that the Points of 
Light Foundation had the most impact. 

Working with 37 affiliates, we recruited nearly 180,000 volunteers 
who worked with hundreds of thousands of evacuees fixing and rebuild-
ing homes and helping families get a new life, children enroll in new 
schools, and parents get new jobs. 

More importantly, our joint work helped communities, through 
planning, training, and exercises, prepare for the next disaster that we 
know will come. We even created a new affiliate in Selma, Alabama, un-
der Rev. Carl Rawls’ leadership. 

And our partnership continues. The Global Peace Festival in Wash-
ington, DC, organized by many groups, is bringing people together to 
celebrate the human family, promote peace, encourage interfaith coopera-
tion, and call citizens to service. 

We want to ensure that this is not about a single day but long-term 
change. So here comes the challenge: a call to “A Million Acts of Service 
and Kindness.” You are invited to be part of this campaign. You’re in-
vited to join forces to build a movement of kindness and service that 
seeks to simply live for the sake of others and make a difference. 

An act of service is taking part in organized acts of service to others: 
you can help build a house, feed the elderly, or organize a blood drive at 
your church. 

An act of kindness is a less-organized activity but just as meaningful 
— or more. If you have had a fight with someone, take the first step to 
reconcile with that person. Or call someone you’ve been meaning to tell 
you love or are grateful for, but keep putting it off. Or even do that home 
chore you’ve been avoiding — and do it gratefully. 
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USA Keynote Address 

Hyun Jin Moon 

August 9, 2008 

It is my pleasure and honor to stand with you today in front of the 
U.S. Capitol with the memorials of great Americans like Washing-
ton, Jefferson and Lincoln bearing witness to our efforts.  It is a 
breathtaking view and I feel we stand on hallowed ground, where 
the past and the present can align to build a greater tomorrow for all 
Americans and all of our neighbors throughout the world. 

This mall commemorates the sacrifices of men and women who 
served the cause of freedom and paid the ultimate price on foreign 
shores.  The world owes a great debt to this nation and the brave and 
selfless young Americans who were willing to oppose any foe and 
pay any price for the American dream and its founding principles.  

These grounds have also been the venue for that rare brand of 
oratory that stirs men and women’s souls and moves their hearts.  
Just forty eight years ago, newly elected President John F. Kennedy 
challenged all Americans to “ask not what your country can do for 
you, but what you can do for your country.”  He launched a bold 
new peace initiative, the Peace Corps, inspiring subsequent genera-
tions with a culture of global service. 

Three years later, at the height of the civil rights struggle, a 
young, courageous Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his passio-
nate speech, “I Have A Dream.”  He yearned for the day when the 
children of all races would be judged “not by the color of their skin 
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but by the content of their character.”  Citing the Declaration of In-
dependence, “that all men are created equal and entitled to inaliena-
ble rights endowed by their Creator,” King said that the struggle for 
civil rights was not just a Black struggle for equality but a timeless 
ideal rooted in the American Dream.  

Thirteen years later a then relatively unknown Korean spiritual 
leader delivered a message to more than 300,000 Americans, declar-
ing that the American Dream was not a dream for America alone, 
but for all the people of the world.  That man was none other than 
my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun Myung Moon. 

I would like to share with you a prophetic statement he made that 
night over three decades ago: 

“The United States of America, transcending race and nationality, 
is already a model of the unified world.  She must realize that the 
abundant blessings which God has been pouring upon this land are 
not just for America, but are for the children of God throughout the 
world.  Upon the foundation of world Christianity, America must 
exercise her responsibility as a world leader and the chosen nation of 
God.” 

The Greatest Dream of all 

As a proud son, I am filled with deep emotion as I stand here be-
fore you today.  I was seven years old and in the audience when my 
father delivered this prophetic message. I believe my life, as well as 
that of my family, has come full circle as we gather once again on 
this hallowed ground to awaken this nation to fulfill its providential 
calling and lead the world to peace. 

For, I can tell you as surely as the sun will rise, that those words 
did not fall upon deaf ears that historic night long ago, but stirred the 
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hearts and the imagination of a new generation of leaders, dedicated 
to realizing a truly universal and global expansion of the American 
Dream. We are heirs to that prophecy. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are at a crossroads. Throughout the 
world and at home, there is a growing anxiety in the air, stemming 
from one crisis after another.  The global “war against terror” has 
fundamentally changed the way we, Americans, live. We are in a 
constant state of uncertainty, compounded by an economic down-
turn, rising energy and food costs and the collapse of our financial 
institutions.  Add to that the massive devastation from natural disas-
ters in New Orleans, Florida and California and it seems all the 
power and might that America can muster will not keep us safe. 

There are those who might be looking towards the presidential 
elections in November to fix the problems of our nation and the 
world.  However, the solution to our national and global quandary 
cannot be solved by one man, party or administration.  It is far too 
complex to be addressed in the same old political, economic, diplo-
matic or even military manner of the past. 

We definitely need change but not for the sake of change.  The 
world needs leadership and America could provide it if it had a uni-
versal vision which could inspire and unite the human family.  

One Nation Under God to One Family Under God. 

Let us be bold and dare tonight to dream big!  Let us dream the 
greatest dream of all!  I want to share with you a new vision for 
America.  It is a vision rooted in our nation’s founding principles, a 
vision that exalts the ideal of “one NATION under God” and then 
takes it one step further into a greater, more universal ideal, of “One 
FAMILY under God.”  It is a dream for all Americans and all 
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people of faith. And most of all, I firmly believe that it is God’s vi-
sion for humanity. 

Let us reflect, for a moment, on the birth of our nation in 1776, 
when thirteen “rag-tag” colonies announced their independence 
from the colonial yoke of Great Britain.  It must have been a mo-
ment of great pain, anxiety and exhilaration, for those who signed 
the Declaration of Independence knew very well what their fate 
would be if they had failed.  

The amazing thing about the Declaration is the deeply spiritual 
rhetoric and the clear reference to God, or the Creator, as the true 
source of human dignity and intrinsic rights.  I believe that same 
Declaration of Independence remains the most important document 
of our modern era.  Although it was a secular document, it was lea-
vened with spiritual undertones which evoked a prayerful yearning 
to establish a new land committed to principles upon which “One 
Nation” could be created “under God.”  

Thus, it carried a profound spiritual authority and became the ba-
sis, I believe, of a new covenant with God.  That covenant was 
rooted in the biblical promise first made to Israel in the book of 
Isaiah.  True to that prophecy, America invited all of God’s children 
to come and worship Him according to the dictates of their con-
science.  

Although predominantly a Christian nation, America was the first 
nation on earth committed to universal spiritual values.  It was the 
first nation to champion religious freedom and human rights, regard-
less of denomination, faith, nationality, ethnicity, and race. 

America became a pluralistic melting pot, representing how the 
world could live in harmony under a national vision rooted in the 
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sovereignty of God.  Of course, there have been times when Ameri-
ca has not fully lived up to its founding ideals. But at its best, Amer-
ica represents the hopes and aspirations of all God-affirming people 
around the world.  

God’s Dream and the Christian Mission 

The power of this vision goes all the way back to the very begin-
ning of human history.  Just as we have big aspirations and hopes 
for our children, so too did God have great expectations for humani-
ty.  

God wanted His children to create a true family which could be 
the school of true love, true life and true lineage. It would have been 
God’s family where He would dwell as the true parent of all man-
kind.  Yet, this dream was not realized. And therefore, God had 
waited patiently throughout human history, often in agony and la-
mentation, for someone to realize His unfilled dream. 

2,000 years ago, a young carpenter’s son, Jesus Christ, went 
beyond the traditions of his own people, referring to God as his Fa-
ther and embracing all humanity as his brothers and sisters.  Jesus 
taught a selfless, compassionate love, the need for individual spiri-
tual responsibility, the promise of universal salvation, and the need 
to create the family of God.  

Tragically Jesus’ life was cut short and the new wine he was to 
bring was unfortunately poured into less-than-new wine skins. Yet, 
his legacy and message lived on through the foundation of world 
Christianity.  

It wasn’t until the modern era with the founding of the United 
States that the true, universal spirit of Christianity took root.  Instead 
of espousing any one faith or denomination, Americans have en-
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joyed the freedom to follow the dictates of their conscience, with the 
hope of creating a nation united under the sovereignty of God.  

This became the basis of the American dream in building “One 
Nation under God.” The dream to create “One Family under God” 
did not end with Jesus.  It remained latent within the Christian mes-
sage, waiting for someone to rekindle Jesus’ universal and global 
mission.   

My father, the Reverend Dr. Sun Myung Moon, has devoted his 
entire life to the fulfillment of that mission.  He uprooted his family 
and invested thirty four years of his life to awaken America to its 
providential calling.  To my father, the dream of building “One 
Family under God” is not just the dream of one man, one woman or 
one family but the dream of all humanity and, most of all, the dream 
of God.  

A True Family is the Model for Peace 

The message whose time has come for this age is “One Family 
Under God.”  

Why a family? First, the family is universal.  Regardless of race, 
ethnicity, nationality and religion, we are all members of families.  
Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of relationships.  
When we feel close to someone, we use familial terms, saying “that 
person is like my father, my mother, my brother, my sister.”  In the 
family we learn to love humanity in all its richness and diversity.  

Before we call ourselves Christian, Muslim, or Jew, before we 
see ourselves as black, white, or Asian, before we identify ourselves 
as Korean, Brazilian or American, we are first and foremost the 
eternal sons and daughters of God.  We are all members of His eter-
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nal family. This is the starting point to realize the dream of creating 
“One Family under God,” one family at a time.  

Service Uplifts Human Dignity 

Ladies and Gentlemen, last month at the Global Peace Festival in 
Paraguay more than 10,000 high school and college students spent 
several weeks cleaning every park in the capital city of Asunción.  
Senators, congressmen, priests and community leaders were asto-
nished, saying this level of public service had never been part of 
their culture, especially among the young.  

I am pleased to tell you that here in Washington DC, the Global 
Peace Festival has also been spearheading a remarkable service ef-
fort.  Over the past few weeks, schools have been cleaned and 
painted, children have been mentored and parks and playgrounds 
made safe. We’ve received generous donations of food – enough to 
feed over a thousand families.  To all who participated in these acts 
of service and kindness, and in particular to the Points of Light Insti-
tute, Boys and Girls Clubs, Service for Peace and the other organiza-
tions who pulled it together, I want to say a heartfelt “Thank You!” 

There is something deeply spiritual in serving others. It is not 
something we should do only for a day, a month or even a year.  It 
has to become a way of life. When living for the sake of others be-
comes a habit, we come to see the true value God places on all hu-
man beings.  

Building upon America’s great tradition of volunteerism, I’d like 
to see our nation’s faith-based and community partners joining with 
those of other countries to establish a Global Peace Corps that will 
be more than just an American effort.  Tonight, each of us can start 
toward this ideal through our own contributions to the Million Acts 
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of Service and Kindness. Living for others is an important step to-
ward the dream of “One Family under God.”  

Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by side 
in service. Any misunderstandings and hatred that existed would 
fade away as they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common 
purpose and cause.  

Peace Among the World’s Religions 

Another goal of the Global Peace Festival is to celebrate the 
common universal values shared by all faiths.   

As you’ve seen this evening, through the Universal Peace Federa-
tion’s interfaith gatherings in the Middle East, Christians, Muslims 
and Jews are rediscovering their common heritage in Abraham.  
They are realizing that they have more in common than the issues 
that currently divide them, and that they truly are brothers and sis-
ters of faith longing equally for peace and reconciliation. 

We have discovered that relations between faith traditions are not 
about mere toleration of one another's prayers and rituals. A true in-
terfaith experience is a celebration of the core principles that bind all 
God-affirming people together as one family.  When we remember 
our common origin and our common heritage, our eyes open to the 
obvious truth that all people, regardless of creed, race or culture, are 
indeed “One Family under God.” 

America, as a nation of interfaith ideals, must now fulfill its des-
tiny of leading the world toward peace.  Working with the United 
Nations, I propose that the United States second the motion that my 
father made in the UN to establish an Inter-religious Council of faith 
leaders similar to the Security Council. 
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Many great minds agree that the greatest threat to global peace 
and future development is religious narrow-mindedness. This new 
UN council could be the forum for all faiths to find common ground 
and lead the peace process. 

In addition, I believe the UN needs to recognize the centrality of 
God in the discussion on human rights. I propose the UN Charter be 
modified to include the idea that humanity is “endowed by the Crea-
tor with inalienable rights” similar to the US Declaration of Inde-
pendence.  Without a spiritual root in our common heritage, 
fundamental human rights will continue to be abused. 

Call to action: Looking Ahead 

Ladies and Gentlemen, today at the US Capitol we are demon-
strating a model of interfaith harmony and declaring a common 
commitment to establish “One Family under God.”  This initiative 
will be extended to all 50 states in October and to every continent 
where the Global Peace Festivals will be convened this year and 
over the coming years. 

We must revive America’s founding vision and expand that 
dream onto a global stage through the universal vision of “One Fam-
ily under God.” It should be the clarion call of our age.  As my fa-
ther said in a recent Peace Message, the time has come “to tear 
down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and country, and 
establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished desire.”  

The power of one human family united, can quell the turmoil of 
conflict throughout the world---from the strife and poverty of Afri-
ca, to the conflict in the Middle East, and the final remnant of the 
Cold War on the Korean Peninsula. 
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As Americans and global citizens, standing upon this hallowed 
ground, under the steadfast gaze of our forefathers and those who 
paid the ultimate price on the altar of Freedom, let us make a solemn 
pledge to expand the American dream and lead the world to peace 
through the vision of “One Family under God.”  

Then, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace 
and prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred 
both at home and in the far corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all!  Let us 
own the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless this 
great nation of America!  

Thank you very much. 
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NAIROBI, KENYA 
August 28-31, 2008 
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Prime Minister Odinga Welcomes 

the Global Peace Festival to Kenya 

The Prime Minister of Kenya, the Hon Raila Odinga MP and his 
wife Ida Odinga, joined by an international delegation that included 
seven former heads of state and over 120 members of parliament, spiri-
tual leaders and representatives of civil society were warmly welcomed 
by a crowd of over 10,000 enthusiastic Kenyans to the Global Peace 
Festival (GPF) in Nairobi last Sunday, August 31st. The GPF is the 
third this year in a series that started in Asuncion, Paraguay and Wash-
ington DC, US. 

 

Prime Minister Raila Odinga and his wife Ida introduce UPF Co-Chair Dr. 
Hyun Jin Moon to a large crowd of Kenyan youth and families at the Global 

Peace Festival in Nairobi 
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“This is an important day for Kenya and for Africa,” said Odinga. 
“It is a new beginning in the quest for our nation to be once again 
known as a nation of peace and security.” The Prime Minister came to 
office earlier this year after a historic power-sharing agreement with po-
litical rival President Mwai Kibaki ended a period of post-election vi-
olence. 

“The Universal Peace Federation and the Global Peace Festival are 
doing great things in Kenya,” Odinga said. “Just yesterday, they mobi-
lized thousands of young Kenyans to start cleaning out the Nairobi 
River. We long for the day when our nation can again be proud of this 
river, which could provide water to millions.” 

Nairobi River Clean Up 

Today, the Nairobi River is unbelievably foul, virtually an open 
sewer. Repulsed by the thought of wading into the raw sewage and 
stench to pull pick up sodden garbage and put it into bags, most citi-
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zens of the city have long been holding their noses and looking the 
other way. As a service to the Kenyan capital, the Global Peace Festival 
organized community-wide cleanup efforts in ten different locations 
throughout the month of August. Local activists said they plan to con-
tinue the project indefinitely. 

 

Volunteers clean up a section of the Nairobi River Bank in Embakassa, one of 
Nairobi’s poorest neighborhoods 

Some of the clean-up crews encountered the bodies of infant 
children, apparently put into the river by slum dwellers without the 
means to afford proper burial. Others reported a stream of unlicensed 
dump trucks pouring garbage directly into the river. “More than hard 
work will be needed,” said project coordinator Edwin Plekhanov. “We 
need a complete change of heart in our leaders and ourselves.” 
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The river has been a symbol of civil neglect 

 

One section of the river reclaimed from the filth 



54  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

Local MP Hon. Ferdinand Waititu promised his Embakassa con-
stituency that he would work to bring the resources and the political 
support needed. “This is an important development,” said David An-
derson, a fellow MP visiting from England. “We elected officials must 
support the aspirations of our people.” 

International Leadership Conference 

Anderson was among a group of more than 100 Kenyan and in-
ternational participants in the International Leadership Conference 
hosted by the Universal Peace Federation, principal sponsor of the 
Global Peace Festival. “We are presenting a new, values-based ap-
proach to leadership,” said UPF Africa Secretary General Mwalagho 
Kililo, “and we are finding that many of our delegates see this as a way 
out of the swamp of corruption, selfishness and inefficiency that has 
plagued our nations for years.” 

 

The 120 ILC participants included former heads of state and many current 
members of parliament 
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Main Festival at the Jomo Kenyatta Center 

Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, co-chair of the UPF and founder of the 
Global Peace Festival Initiative delivered the GPF keynote address. Dr. 
Moon, who is the third son of the international spiritual leaders and 
peacemakers Rev. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon, urged Kenyans to take 
pride in their nation and Africa’s role as the cradle of civilization. 

 

Dr. Hyun Jin Moon asking an excited crowd if they are ready to dream the big-
gest dream of all, the dream of creating One Family Under God 

“The message of ‘One Family under God’ should be a clarion call 
for this age,” he said. “The power of one human family united, can 
quell the turmoil of conflict throughout the world – from the conflict 
in the Middle East, the remnant of the Cold War in Korea and poverty, 
disease and civil strife in Africa.” 
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A young acrobatic team spell out P-E-A-C-E during the GPF entertainment 
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A local choir sings the GPF Anthem “Where Peace Begins” in Kiswahili 

 

UPF’s Thomas Walsh and Chung Hwan Kwak join Dr. Moon and The Hon.  
Raila and Betty Odinaga on-stage celebration to conclude the GPF 



58  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

A Commitment to Reconciliation 

Hon. Raila Odinga 

Prime Minister, Kenya 

I am very happy to welcome you to Nairobi, because I know that you 
bring a message of peace as we are emerging from a crisis. My wife Ida 
and I have been to the Universal Peace Federation conferences in Korea, 
and we feel that we are among friends. Events like this provide a reprieve 
for our people from the threat of conflict. 

We have lived through a very trying period in Kenya in which over 
1,500 people lost their lives and hundreds of thousands of people became 
displaced after the disputed presidential elections. The security forces also 
unleashed a lot of violence. “Shoot to kill” orders were given. 

We had lived in an illusion that we were a united country. We had 
worn the façade of unity, but when this mask was removed we saw 
another face of Kenya. Kenyans came to the precipice and looked down 
into the abyss, but we didn’t like what we saw. So we stepped back and 
decided to talk to each other. We realized that if nothing was done, the 
country was going to disintegrate. We thought of other countries where 
elections were disputed and ended up being divided, and we said that 
Kenya is greater than all of us. 

Today, we are back in business — but not business as usual. We 
know that to stay united and prosperous we must change in fundamental 
ways, and we have begun that process. We need to recognize and respect 
each other and reconcile our society that was torn apart. 

In our time of trouble, we were helped by our African brothers and 
the international community. World leaders who were concerned about 
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the stability and security of Kenya called me, and several came to Nairobi 
to talk to both President Mwai Kibaki and myself. Through the initiative 
of the African Union, a panel of eminent persons led by the former Sec-
retary-General of the UN, Dr. Kofi Annan, came to Kenya. We set up a 
team consisting of four people from each side to sit and negotiate. 

At one point we were completely deadlocked, so Kofi Annan sus-
pended the talks and consulted with President Kibaki and myself. Neither 
side was willing to make concessions beyond a certain point.  

At that moment, considering people’s lives and security and thinking 
of the unity of our country, I decided that it was time to make compro-
mises. The importance of being the first to take a lead in harmonizing was 
one of the valuable lessons that I learned when I participated in the lea-
dership conferences in Seoul, Korea. 

So I said, “Look, for the sake of the country I’m willing to move this 
part, and I invite President Kibaki to move this part.” Ultimately he 
agreed, and we met somewhere in the middle. It was like the cardinals 
meeting to elect a pope: the first time we came out, the people saw black 
smoke and they knew that the pope had not been elected; we went back, 
and when we came out people saw white smoke and chairs arranged for 
signing the accord. Some people on both sides were not happy with the 
agreement, but it was the best we could come up with and we said it was 
a good thing for Kenya. 

We agreed to form a grand coalition government with a 50-50 power 
sharing. In the cabinet, 50 percent are my ministers and 50 percent are 
from President Kibaki’s side. We share power equally, with constant con-
sultations. We think that this is the only way to talk, considering the root 
causes of our nation’s ailments. Such a coalition is the first in the country 
and indeed in Africa. We need every bit of our creativity, generosity, and 
patience to make sure that we stay united. 
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The most important key to peace is rapid economic recovery to off-
set the damage that resulted from the violence. Businesses were de-
stroyed, the planting of crops was suspended, unemployment soared, and 
the price of food rose. 

In August I convened the first quarterly Prime Minister’s conference 
to transform the relationship between the government and the private 
sector and in the process transform the economy and the lives of Ke-
nyans. We are building a seamless relationship between the government 
and the private sector economy to lift this economy. 

I hope that participants in the Global Peace Festival will take this 
message of a new Kenya to your contacts. We have a collective commit-
ment to find solutions. Despite the terrible trauma of bloodletting, we 
have shown that we are ready to go beyond boundaries, cultures, and tra-
ditions to restore peace. 

The Global Peace Festival motto of One Family under God shows 
that before we are a member of one nation, tribe, or political faction, we 
are first and foremost children of the same Creator. Membership in the 
human family makes us brothers and sisters. Survival, prosperity, and 
peaceful coexistence for us all require that we never forget this. 

I respect the UPF and Dr. Hyun Jin Moon for his enthusiasm in rais-
ing up young people in public service. I know that he is spearheading ac-
tivities designed to bring peace by appealing to a generation of young 
leaders who have the ability to serve others. Left on their own without 
proper guidance, youth expend their energies doing things which might 
be self-centered. Character education and the belief that young people can 
transcend any shortcomings to serve peace are essential. 

We are joining hands to clean the Nairobi River, with Kenyans of all 
walks of life participating. I was told that the Han River in Seoul was once 
as polluted as the Nairobi River but now, through conscious effort, it is a 
clean river, and I have seen it. We intend to make Nairobi that clean. 



THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE 61 

Touching People’s Hearts 

Mrs. Ida Odinga 

Chair, League of Women Voters, Kenya 

About 30 years ago I lived very close to the Nairobi River. My little 
son used to sneak into the river then and come back with small fish in a 
bottle and ask me to feed them and keep them for him so that he could 
have them as pets. 

Today if you go to the Nairobi River, you don’t even want to touch 
the water, never mind the fish. The fish are not there. Therefore, the Uni-
versal Peace Federation project of mobilizing young people to clean the 
Nairobi River was fantastic. It was a very good idea because young people 
own the activity. They know that the future belongs to the young people, 
and they know that unless they do something now to clean the river and 
make sure it remains clean, they have no future. Therefore, this was a very 
important thing in the lives of the young people and Kenya as a whole. 

This Nairobi River had become a point where criminals used to 
gather, and they kept other people away from the river. Of course, crimi-
nal activities went on around the river. Since the river had become very 
dirty, criminals knew that people of good faith and character would not 
visit the river. Thus it became important to clean that river so that the 
criminal activities that took place along the river could be removed. 

What are these criminal activities? There’s the brewing of illicit 
brews; there is the planting of certain plants. Also, people hide near the 
river because they know even the police don’t want to go there. So, by 
cleaning up the river, you are not just cleaning the river but also cleaning 
up the environment, cleaning up criminal activities, and making people 
come out into the light and become better people. 
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The Global Peace Festival showed us the way. It awakened the 
young people and gave them an alternative to sitting around idle or doing 
negative things. It showed the young people that the world belongs to 
them. The Nairobi River belongs to them. Nairobi, the city, belongs to 
them. They feel proud to go and work for these things. It has given them 
an idea of what they can do with themselves. 

The Global Peace Festival came at the right time in Kenya. We had 
been through a very difficult period in the months of January and Febru-
ary, following the contested elections where people came out to protest. 
They protested violently, and many people lost their lives. Many people 
were maimed, and property was destroyed. Most of these activities were 
carried out by the young people. 

When the Global Peace Festival came to Nairobi, it made the young 
people reflect on their lives. They reflected on what they had just done 
and had a change of mind. They said, “We want peace. It is only through 
peaceful coexistence that we will be able to survive.” 

We saw those 30,000 young people from different ethnic back-
grounds and different religious backgrounds coming together with one 
destiny — recognizing the importance of being Kenyans and the impor-
tance of belonging to one family under God. They came together and 
said, “We want to promote peace and improve our environment.” 

In Kenya we had taken peace for granted. We thought that wars and 
uprisings were activities reserved for our neighbors in Rwanda, Uganda, 
Somalia, Sudan, and so forth. When conflict visited us at home in Kenya, 
we realized we were in trouble. 

Having been Ambassadors for Peace for a long time was very useful 
to us. My husband and I looked back at the values that we had learned 
through this organization, and we realized that we are the ones who are in 
the right place at the right time to lead people into reconciliation and 
peacebuilding. 
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To begin with, I was shocked at the conflict. I couldn’t believe what I 
was seeing. I tried to say prayers many times, and many times I got lost in 
my prayers. I asked my friends to come and pray with me. I asked my 
friends to pray for the nation, but it was so difficult. I couldn’t see an end 
to this thing. Life had just come to an end. It was the end of our nation. 
It was the end of our people. It was the end of us. 

I took a trip to one of the areas that was badly affected. I was per-
haps the first person to go to this place. I visited the people whose homes 
had been burned and who, as a result, had to move into a church com-
pound. I visited the people who had been hurt. Most of them had been 
shot in various parts of their bodies. I also visited a morgue and could see 
what had happened. 

One particular scene that touched my heart was a young mother who 
apparently was killed as she was running away. At the time when she was 
killed, she had a baby tied onto her back and was holding the hand of 
another one. I don’t know what happened to the child whose hand she 
was holding, but the bullet went through the mother and through the ba-
by on her back and killed both of them instantly. The two bodies were 
removed to the morgue and kept there. When I saw that, I felt hurt in my 
heart, and I knew we had to do something and do it immediately.  

We wanted to be leaders, but you cannot take pride in being a leader 
of the dead. You want to be a leader of the living. You want to be a leader 
of happiness, leading people who are happy and are at peace. 

So what we learned from the Universal Peace Federation came in 
handy. What we learned is that we now have to change and talk to people. 
And I went and talked with people from all backgrounds. I told them, 
“This is not the Kenya we want. We want a peaceful Kenya. Let’s get 
back to where we should be.” 

Sometimes I’ve wondered, if Hon. Odinga had not attended these 
meetings and not been a part of this institution, what would have hap-
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pened to Kenya? The principles that we learned here, the principles of be-
ing one family under God, actually guided us. They became the major 
principles that guided us during this very difficult time. The principle of 
putting other people before yourself and putting other people’s interests 
before your personal interests was very dominant and useful to us at this 
particular time, because many people who came out to fight may have 
thought they were fighting for him. But he said, “You don’t have to dem-
onstrate like that. If you want to demonstrate, carry a twig, carry a wet 
handkerchief and wave it. That is demonstration. Don’t take a weapon 
and hurt your fellow Kenyans.” 

I prayed a lot. I prayed a lot because I knew it was only God’s guid-
ance that could keep us together. It was not easy.  

In the past I sometimes talked on national radio raising funds for 
people who had been affected by floods, and I gave my personal phone 
number. This personal number that I had given out at that earlier time 
was used during this time. Everywhere where there was trouble, people 
would call me at all times, even in the middle of the night. I never switch-
ed off my phone. They would tell me, “We have a problem here. We’re 
being attacked. Something is happening.” 

I used the same phone to alert the police, to alert the authorities, to 
tell them exactly where they needed to go to help, and so forth. So it was 
not an easy thing. And you could hear conflict in the background as 
people talked about what was happening. Some people would say, “I 
want to tell you what’s happening but I have no money.” I had to look 
for a way of sending them air time so that they could call me back.  

For some people, even just talking to me was a relief. When people 
are in trouble, sometimes it is not enough just to go there and talk to 
them, but listening to them is a critical part of the healing. Some of them 
just talk to you; you let them talk and you listen. In the end they said, 
“Thank you very much for listening to me.” That’s what they needed. 
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Some people in UPF wrote to me. They sent me e-mails. They 
prayed with me, and believed in me. Some called me. This was a real 
source of encouragement. It helps you to focus once again when you feel 
you are lost. 
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GPF Kenya Keynote Address 

Hyun Jin Moon 

August 31, 2008 

Mr Prime Minister, honored guests, friends, family, ladies and 
gentleman. Welcome to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Nai-
robi, Kenya! 

JAM-bo! Ka-RI-bu! [Greetings! Welcome!] 

Thank you for coming and participating in this historic peace 
movement. It is a great honor and pleasure to be with you today. 

I believe everyone who has the opportunity to come to the Afri-
can continent falls in love with her primeval beauty: From the ma-
jestic falls of Lake Victoria to the snow-capped peaks of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro; from the great plains of the Serengetti to the jungles of 
the Congo; from the parched desert of the Kalahari to the oasis of 
the Okavango Delta.  

The diversity of Kenya’s landscape and the extraordinary crea-
tures that inhabit it, and the richness of her natural resources has 
made this region of Africa a veritable Garden of Eden which could 
resuscitate this entire continent and bring forth a blossoming of an 
African Renaissance. 

Today, we are celebrating a vision of peace and prosperity for 
Africa at the Global Peace Festivals here in Kenya and in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo. These two nations at the center of 
Africa represent the French and English speaking nations of this 
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continent. Let us take a moment to welcome our French-speaking 
brothers and sisters to the Global Peace Festivals in Africa!  

The origin of the Human Family and a vision of Peace 

Ladies and gentlemen, scientists and anthropologists tell us that 
Africa is the cradle of human life. Research now suggests that the 
human genome, carrying the genetic material of all 6.5 billion 
people inhabiting this earth, can be traced back to a single mother 
and that she lived right here in Africa! 

Therefore, it is fitting that we have come back to humanity’s 
birthplace to break away from our collective history of war and con-
flict, and to set up a new paradigm for peace and prosperity for all 
mankind.  

What is most important now is not how and where the human 
family began millions of years ago, but rather how, where and when 
the human family will at last come together to live in peace. If we 
can see each other as one family, beyond our differences, then we 
would soon end the scourges of poverty, tribalism, racism, corrup-
tion, pollution, and war as well as all the other ills of our modern 
world. 

However, we need to be bold and break new ground in our search 
for peace and prosperity if we are to go beyond the failures of our 
past. We only need to look back to the last century to recognize the 
futility of tackling the world’s problems through the same old mili-
tary, economic, political, diplomatic and scientific solutions.  

Dealing with only the symptoms of global crisis and conflict and 
ignoring the root cause will not work. Conflict begins within the 
hearts and consciences of men and women. That is why even the 
grand vision behind the League of Nations and, later, the United Na-
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tions was yet unable to prevent the 20th century from being the bloo-
diest era in human history. 

The world is in dire need for a new vision of peace for the 21st 
Century. Unlike the secular visions of the past, a vision of peace for 
this new millennium should be a spiritual vision, rooted in time-
enduring values and principles which come from God. I believe that 
vision is “One Family under God!” and I have come here to share 
that vision with all of you today. 

God’s Dream and the Christian Mission 

The vision of one family under God goes all the way back to the 
very beginning of human history. Just as we have big aspirations 
and hopes for our children, so too did God have great expectations 
for humanity. God wanted his children to create a true family which 
could be the school of true love, true life and true lineage. The hu-
man family would have been God’s family where he would dwell as 
the True Parent of all mankind.  

Yet, this dream was not realized. And therefore, God has worked 
and waited patiently throughout human history, often in agony and 
lamentation, for someone to realize His unfilled dream.  

2,000 years ago, a young carpenter’s son, Jesus Christ, went 
beyond the traditions of his own people, referring to God as his Fa-
ther and embracing all humanity as his brothers and sisters. Jesus 
taught a selfless, compassionate love, the need for individual spiri-
tual responsibility, the promise of universal salvation, and the need 
to create the family of God.  

Tragically Jesus’ life was cut short and the new wine he was to 
bring was unfortunately poured into less-than-new wine skins. Yet, 
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his legacy and message lived on through the foundation of world 
Christianity.  

The dream to create “One Family under God” did not end with 
Jesus. It remained latent within the Christian message, waiting for 
someone to rekindle Jesus’ universal and global mission. 

The person who has taken on the global mantle to create “One 
Family under God” is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. 
Sun Myung Moon. He has devoted his entire life to the fulfillment 
of that mission. To my father, the dream of building “One Family 
under God” is not just the dream of one man, one woman or one 
family but the dream of all humanity and, most of all, it is the dream 
of God.  

A True Family is the Model for Peace 

Once again, the message whose time has come for this age is 
“One Family under God.” Why a family? First, the family is univer-
sal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality and religion, we are all 
members of families.  

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of relation-
ships. When we feel close to someone, we use familial terms, saying 
“that person is like my father, like my mother, like my brother, and 
like my sister.” In the family we learn to love humanity in all its 
richness and diversity.  

Before we call ourselves Christian, Muslim, or Jew, before we 
see ourselves as black, white, or Asian, before we identify ourselves 
as Korean, Kenyan or American, we are first and foremost the eter-
nal sons and daughters of God and members of his eternal family. 
This is the starting point to realize the dream of creating “One Fami-
ly under God,” one family at a time.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, when my mother, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon 
last came to Africa, she shared the vision of creating “One Family 
under God” one family at a time through the process of the World 
Peace Blessing.  

The Blessing is a movement to renew the family as the central 
building block of God’s kingdom of Heaven on Earth, as well as be-
ing an instrument for bringing everlasting global peace and reconcil-
iation. My Father explained this in one of his recent peace messages: 

Imagine two enemy families who have cursed each other 
throughout their lives, people who would never dream of living to-
gether. What would happen if these families joined together through 
an exchange Holy Marriage Blessing? A son from one family and a 
daughter from the other family become husband and wife, love each 
other and build a happy home.  

Would the parents in each family curse their own children? When 
their son loves this beautiful daughter of a hated enemy, and she as 
their daughter-in-law gives birth to Heaven’s grandchildren as pure 
and clear as crystal, the grandparents would smile with pleasure. In 
time the two lineages that were once soaked with enmity will be 
transformed.  

What method other than exchange marriage will empower Whites 
and Blacks, Jews and Muslims, Orientals and Westerners, and 
people of all races to live as one human family? The ideal family is 
the model for living together in peace.  

Restoring the family, then, through strengthening marriages be-
tween a husband and wife as well as raising good children will be 
the best solution to deal with the plethora of social and civil prob-
lems plaguing Africa and the world.  
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It will buttress society from the moral decline of its youth, in-
crease in crime, drug abuse, and corruption as well as the spread of 
diseases such as AIDs. In addition, it could be the solution to break 
down the age-old resentments that have fueled religious, tribal and 
civil conflict on this continent.  

A New Future for Africa 

The African continent has been blessed with some of the world’s 
richest reserves of natural resources. Unfortunately, many African 
nations are in a state of dire poverty, disease, corruption, and civil 
war.  

Although there are many historical and social reasons why this is 
so, it is my firm conviction that in order to change this situation, 
what Africa needs more than anything else is a new paradigm of 
moral and spiritual leadership rooted in the vision of “One Family 
under God.”  

When my parents visited several African nations a couple of 
years ago, they noticed many parallels between the situation in Afri-
ca today and the situation in Korea in the 1950s and 1960s. Like 
Africa, Korea was then a nation devastated both by a brutal colonial 
occupation, and then by a civil war where the superpowers of the 
Cold War era fought a “hot” war of ideological domination.  

In the process, our nation was divided along the 38th parallel and 
more than 70% of the national assets were destroyed. When the con-
flict ceased in 1953, more than a million people were dead and fami-
lies torn apart along the arbitrary border between the two Koreas.  

Yet within just thirty short years, although the North had stag-
nated, South Korea has been reborn and experienced unprecedented 
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growth to the point where its was able to successfully host the 
Olympic Games in 1988.  

Twenty years after that, Korea is one of the leading economic 
powers of the world. It is the most “wired” nation in the world, lead-
ing the internet revolution in addition to dominating the steel and 
ship building industries as well as fast becoming an automotive and 
telecommunications giant. 

Although South Korea is a small country with a shortage of natu-
ral resources, it was able to harness its most valuable assets—it’s in-
dustrious and resourceful citizens—for a common collective good.  

From the 1960s, a spirit of national unity developed around the 
“New Village Movement.” First proposed by my father, it was an 
experiment on a national scale of “living for the sake of others,” a 
philosophy of life my parents have been promoting through their 
teachings.  

In every town, village and hamlet, people put the public good 
above their own personal ambition and benefit. In short, this move-
ment’s philosophy morphed into the cultural glue of national soli-
darity which allowed everyone to prosper together as Koreans. 

The same philosophy that helped Korea will certainly help other 
nations to prosper as well, especially here in Africa. A culture of 
“living for the sake of others” could diffuse the vitriol of tribalism 
and civil conflict as well as root out corruption as communities and 
nations within the continent looks to work together to create an 
African miracle.   

I believe Kenya and the DRC would be an excellent place to 
start. Although the recent violence that ravaged Kenya at the begin-
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ning of this year threatened the survival of this nation, by the grace 
of God, the flames of hatred and resentment have been extinguished.  

I would like to take a moment to applaud the efforts of both Pres-
ident Kibaki and Prime Minister Odinga for having the courage to 
pull back from the precipice of all-out civil war and choosing in-
stead a path to build the future of this country together as fellow Ke-
nyans and Africans. 

The Importance of Service 

Ladies and Gentlemen, building a culture of service has been one 
of the primary goals of the Global Peace Festival. Last month in Pa-
raguay, more than 10,000 high school and college students spent 
several weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of 
Asunción. Senators, congressmen, priests and community leaders 
were astonished, saying this level of public service had never been 
part of their culture, especially among the young.  

The Global Peace Festival in Washington DC, USA, conducted 
similar service projects but went one step further by celebrating a 
vision to create a worldwide culture of service, through the creation 
of a Global Peace Corps. 

And I am pleased to tell you that here in Nairobi, the Global 
Peace Festival has also been spearheading a remarkable service ef-
fort. Thousands of Kenyans, mostly students, came to clean the 
banks of the Nairobi River as well as engage in other service pro-
grams. To all who participated in these acts of service and kindness, 
I want to say a heartfelt “thank you!” 

There is something deeply spiritual in serving others. It is not 
something we should do only for a day, a month or even a year. It 
should become our way of life. When living for the sake of others 
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becomes a habit, we come to see the true value God places on all 
human beings.  

Imagine if young people from enemy nations work side by side in 
service. Any misunderstandings and hatred that existed would fade 
away as they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common purpose 
and cause.  

Creating a culture of service is necessary for peace to exist, and 
the Global Peace Festival has been re-igniting the spirit of volun-
teerism in many countries, I’d like to see Kenya’s faith-based and 
community partners joining with those of other countries, such as 
the United States, to establish a Global Peace Corps.  

Working for Religious Reconciliation 

Another goal of the Global Peace Festival is to celebrate the 
common universal values shared by all faiths. This is another vital 
task if there is to be greater peace and prosperity throughout Africa.  

For this to succeed, religious and spiritual leaders must lead the 
peace process. Instead of advocating their own narrow doctrinal 
perspective, they must lead all people of faith to recognize the 
shared values and principles that come from our common heritage in 
one God. 

In the Middle East, the Universal Peace Federation’s interfaith 
gatherings of Christians, Muslims and Jews are helping them redis-
cover their common heritage in Abraham. They are realizing that 
they have more in common than differences and that they are truly 
brothers and sisters of faith, longing equally for peace and reconcili-
ation. 
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We have discovered that relations between faith traditions are not 
about mere toleration of one another's prayers and rituals. A true in-
terfaith experience is a celebration of the core principles that bind all 
God-affirming people together as one family.  

When we remember our common origin and our common herit-
age, our eyes open to the obvious truth that all people, regardless of 
creed, race or culture, are indeed “One Family under God.” 

Working with the United Nations and the African Union, I am 
proposing that Kenya and the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
second the motion that my father made in the UN to establish an In-
ter-religious Council of faith leaders similar to the UN Security 
Council. Many great minds agree that the biggest threat to global 
peace and future development is religious narrow-mindedness. This 
new UN council could be the forum for all faiths to find common 
ground and lead the peace process. 

In addition, I believe the UN needs to emulate Kenya and the 
United States by recognizing the centrality of God in the discussion 
on human rights. As a result, I propose the UN Charter be modified 
to include the idea that humanity is “endowed by the Creator with 
certain inalienable rights” similar to the U.S. Declaration of Inde-
pendence.  

This is absolutely necessary in securing human rights as an abso-
lute “inalienable right” above any “human institution or law.” With-
out a spiritual precedence rooted in our common heritage, 
fundamental human rights will be abused. We only need to open our 
eyes to what is currently transpiring around the world and especially 
on this continent of Africa. 
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Call to Action 

As the Global Peace Festival advances from nation to nation and 
continent to continent, we see that a global movement is on the rise, 
guided by the universal, spiritual vision of “One Family under God.” 
We see first hand that all humanity is crying out for peace, and we 
grow more and more confident that a world of peace can be 
achieved as this vision takes root in the hearts of conscientious men 
and women the world over.  

Let us join the cadre of Ambassadors for Peace and all people of 
faith who have taken the lead in this global peace initiative as own-
ers of the vision to build “One Family under God.”  

I firmly believe that we are at a providential moment in time and 
God has great plans for us if we are only willing to dream the great-
est dream of all. That dream is the dream to create “One Family un-
der God.” Can you own the dream of “One Family under God?!!!” 
Yes or no?!! 

Ladies and gentlemen, the universal, spiritual vision of “One 
Family under God” should be the clarion call of our age. The power 
of one human family united, can quell the turmoil of conflict 
throughout the world – from the conflict in the Middle East, to the 
final remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula, to the po-
verty, disease and civil strife in Africa. 

As we stand today, under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors, let 
us make a solemn pledge to lead the world to peace through the vi-
sion of “One Family under God.” Then, as surely as light overcomes 
the darkness, an era of peace and prosperity will emerge from the 
depths of distrust and hatred at home and in the far corners of our 
world.  
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Let us erase our tumultuous past and author a new future for this 
new millennium. Let us dare to dream the greatest dream of all! Let 
us own the dream of “One Family under God!”  

God bless you and your families and especially the nations of 
Kenya and the Democratic Republic of Congo! Thank you very 
much! 
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ULAANBATAAR, MONGOLIA 
September 6-9, 2008 
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Mongolians Choose Peace 

In a moving and dramatic display of national pride and unity, the 
citizens of Mongolia made a clear commitment to peace and prosperity 
for their storied nation at the Global Peace Festival in Ulaaanbaatar. 
Just a few short weeks after disputed elections brought this landlocked 
Asian nation to the brink of civil war, Sukhbaatar Square was again 
filled with a huge crowd. This time, they sang and danced for peace. 

 

Braving rain, a huge and happy crowd fills Sukhbaatar Square in central 
Ulaanbaatar, marking a decisive turn away from division and civil strife to em-

brace the ideal of One Family Under God 
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Boxing Olympic gold-medalist Badar-Uugan Enkhbat is appointed an Ambas-
sador for Peace 

The Festival marked the culmination of several days of activities 
including a city-wide service effort, a youth arts competition, speaking, 
dancing and song contests and an International Leadership Conference 
drawing delegates from Asia, Europe and Oceania. 

“Mongolia, Eurasia and the whole world need a new vision of 
peace for the 21st  Century,” said Dr. Hyun Jin Moon in his keynote 
address. “Unlike the secular thinking of our recent past, it should be a 
spiritual vision, rooted in universal values”  

Undecided territorial, ethnic and national divisions and broken 
economic and social ties all provoke instability, uncertainty and vi-
olence. The nations and peoples of this region need a new peace initia-
tive, based upon a common vision. That vision, which peoples should 
be the clarion call of our age, is “One Family under God!” 
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Building A New Culture of Service 

With over 50% of Mongolia’s population now jostling for space in 
Ulaanbaatar, the city is facing a crisis as it struggles to make room. 
Most at risk are the children of new arrivals. The Women’s Federation 
for World Peace has been providing schooling, clothing and meals at 
the fast-growing Yargui Kindergarten. Volunteers from the Global 
Peace Festival helped beautify and grade the school grounds, removing 
dangerous rocks and working with the children to paint cheerful murals 
pointing to a better future. 

 

The service day at the Yargui Kindergarten sponsored by UPF and WFWP. 
Now in its 8th year, Yargui is the only school for hundreds of families living in 

near-slum conditions on Ulaanbaatar’s dusty outskirts. 

The project at Yargui was just one of a city-wide initiative encour-
aging young Mongolians in particular to take responsibility for their 
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neighborhoods and their cities, including a cleanup day that attracted 
more than 11,000 volunteers. “It’s more than just an aesthetic choice,” 
said Ulaanbaatar planning director Delger Bayur “we face a recent 
spate of manhole cover thefts that pose a real threat to public safety. 
Projects like this help realize that we must take responsibility together.”  
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International Leadership Conference 

In addition to widespread civic action, the Universal Peace Federa-
tion is committed to leadership education as an important step in 
bringing peace. The International Leadership Conference was attended 
by 250 delegates from 38 nations, including more than 20 former heads 
of state and senior government ministers from central Asia and from 
Oceania. “We need to find a better way to choose better leaders,” said 
Stanislav Shushkevich, former president of Belarus and a member of 
the UPF Presiding Council, “and this peace education initiative can be 
an important first step.” 

 

The 250 ILC participants were honored by a special ceremony at the Mongolian 
Parliament 
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An honor guard prepares to meet the ILC delegation from 35 nations in Asia 
& Oceania 

The UPF Peace Education program is starting to attract real inter-
est in nations around the world interested in finding a new paradigm of 
leadership and good governance. “At the most recent Global Peace 
Festival in Nairobi, Kenya, Prime Minister Raila Odinga credited the 
UPF Peace Principles with having helped him to defuse the post-
election crisis,” says Secretary General Thomas Walsh “and in Nepal 
we were also able to play a significant role in bringing warring parties to 
the table.” 
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The ILC’s opening plenary was held in the Mongolian Parliament House 

 

Mongolia’s  Deputy Prime Minister offers welcoming remarks.  
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Main Peace Festival in Sukhbataar Square 

Despite a cold rain and chilly breeze, a large and enthusiastic 
crowd started to assemble early for the finale celebration in Mongolia’s 
most famous public space. Anxious to help rather than just be specta-
tors, many of those present had participated in the earlier service 
projects; some had helped financially by adding donations to their tick-
et purchases. The event was broadcast live and on the internet by the 
national television company, UBS, who reported “hits” from viewers 
around the world. 

“This is the start of a better day for our country,” said UPF Mon-
golia Secretary-General Enkhtaivan Chinzorig. “We’re very grateful to 
the hundreds of partners and sponsors who helped us to come this far. 
Now our challenge will be to take this momentum and work for lasting 
change in the months to come.” 

 

Armed with noise balloons, the audience braves a cold Mongolian evening 
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The GPF moved the whole country. Left, Hon. Mendsaikhan Enkhsaikhan, 
former Prime Minister of Mongolia introduces Dr. Moon. Right, a six year old 

student volunteer sings at a service project. 
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GPF Keynote Address 

Sukhbaatar Square 

September 9, 2008 

Esteemed dignitaries, family, friends, ladies and gentlemen, wel-
come to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Ulaanbaatar, Mongo-
lia, a region steeped with a rich cultural and historical past and an 
even more promising future.  

It is especially a great honor and pleasure to be with you today in 
the heartland of Asia with my ethnic cousins to celebrate a vision of 
everlasting peace, as our ancestors have done close to 800 years ago.  

However, unlike our forefathers who sought that peace at the end 
of a sword, we have gathered here to build a peaceful world through 
a universal, spiritual vision rooted in shared principles and values.  

Just last month, the world gathered in Beijing, China for the 
Olympic Games, under the theme of “One World, One Dream.” Let 
me take a moment to congratulate Tuvshinbayar Naidan (Tushvee) 
and Badar-Uugan Enkhbat for winning the first ever gold medals for 
Mongolia in judo and boxing. 

I myself had the privilege of representing Korea in the 1988 
Seoul and 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games. And I well remember 
the excitement of competition and cooperation during those games. 
The problem is, of course, that after a few days, or weeks, the aura 
of global goodwill starts to fade away as the real problems of the 
world resurface. 
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The need for a new vision 

Today I want to share a vision of peace for Mongolia and all na-
tions in this region. To begin with, we will need to admit that we 
have to be bold and break new ground in our search for peace and 
prosperity, if we are to really go beyond the failures of our past.  

We only need to look back to the last century to recognize the fu-
tility of tackling the world’s problems through the same old military, 
economic, political, diplomatic and scientific solutions. Dealing 
with only the symptoms of global crisis and conflict and ignoring 
the root cause will not work.  

Conflict begins when we fail to follow the dictates of our con-
science and fail to recognize our common heritage in God. That is 
why even the grand vision behind the League of Nations and, later, 
the United Nations was unable to prevent the 20th century from be-
ing the bloodiest era in human history. 

The world needs a new vision of peace for the 21st Century. Un-
like the secular thinking of our recent past, it should be a spiritual 
vision, rooted in time-enduring values. That vision is “One Family 
under God!” 

The one who has taken on the mantle to champion this vision 
around the world is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon.  

After receiving this revelation on a cold Easter Sunday, more 
than seventy three years ago, he devoted his entire life, resources 
and wealth to the fulfillment of that dream. For, to him, the dream to 
build “One Family under God” was not the dream of just one man, 
woman or family but belonged to all humanity and, most of all, to 
God. My father goes on to explain in one of his recent messages, 
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God, the Creator of all things under the sun, is the true parent of 
all humanity. He is not a parent in the parochial sense, existing only 
for a certain religion, a certain race, or the residents of a certain 
region. You may call Him by any name, be it Jehovah, Allah, [Hea-
ven], or any other. What is important is that He certainly exists, 
lives as the true parent of all people, and is carrying on the great 
work of Creation.  

A True Family is the Model for Peace 

Let us take a moment and think a little more about why the fami-
ly is the fundamental building block for peace. First and foremost, 
the family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality and 
religious affiliations, we are all members of families. 

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human rela-
tionships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any re-
lationship, saying “that person is like my father, like my mother, like 
my brother, like my sister, like my son and like my daughter.” We 
have all had those experiences and those types of relationships.  

Most importantly, the family is the school of love. Through the 
lessons in our families, we learn to embrace and value all relation-
ships, whether they are inter-generational, between the sexes, or be-
tween peers.  

I believe that the three-generational model of grandparents, par-
ents and children is the paragon of family virtue.  

Those generations represent the past, present and future living in 
harmony in one family, thus encapsulating the continuum of time 
and setting the basis of establishing everlasting peace centered upon 
true love.  
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As the cornerstone of all societies, families instill a culture of 
love and service that extends to our communities, to our nations and 
to the world. In short, we love our family in order to learn to love 
humanity in its richness and diversity.  

Before we call ourselves Buddhist, Christian, or Muslim, before 
we see ourselves as black, white, or Asian, before we identify our-
selves as Mongolian, Russian, or Chinese, we are first and foremost 
the eternal sons and daughters of God and members of his eternal 
family.  

Therefore, we should own the dream to realize “One Family un-
der God” one family at a time, by uplifting all families beyond race, 
nationality or creed.  

The Spiritual History of the Mongol Empire  

The dream to build “One Family under God” should resonate 
with Mongolia’s spiritual heritage, a heritage that goes all the way 
back to its pre-history, very much like my native home of Korea.  

In fact, it was this heritage which prompted the most famous 
Mongolian, Chinggis Han, and later his family to undertake the 
enormous task of uniting the world under One Heaven. 

Although he had been dehumanized by 18th century Europeans 
intent on building a caricature of Asian inferiority, among many of 
his contemporaries across Asia, the Middle East and even Europe, 
Chinggis Han was considered to be an enlightened Prince carrying 
out a divine mandate to unite humanity and bring an end to conflict 
and war. 

Under the Pax Mongolia, all of Asia, the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe enjoyed freedom of trade, travel, ideas and even religion. It 
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was because of this peace that Marco Polo found his way to China 
and wrote of his travels, leading to the Age of Discovery and, one 
could even argue, the Renaissance and the Reformation in Europe. 

For the first time in human history, one empire controlled the 
lives of most of the world’s inhabitants. Yet, it fostered values of 
cultural and religious tolerance, respect for ability above social 
standing, appreciation of human life, and the importance of inter-
cultural, inter-racial, and inter-religious marriages and families.  

One could even argue that the Mongol empire had the beginnings 
of a universal framework of religious freedom and human rights lat-
er championed by the United States. 

Carrying on the legacy 

Mongolia’s rich historical past is relevant in our age for creating 
a world of peace, especially here in Eurasia. With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the large Eurasian conti-
nent has seen an explosion of ethnic, religious, and national rivalries 
which have destabilized the region, hampering initiatives for peace 
and prosperity. 

The recent war in the South Caucasus proves that the countries of 
this region still have a way to go to overcome these conflicts of the 
past. Undecided territorial, ethnic and national divisions and broken 
economic and social ties all provoke instability, uncertainty and vi-
olence. The nations and peoples of this region need a new peace in-
itiative, based upon a common vision. 

What unifying legacy, vision and principle could unite the dispa-
rate forces at work in this region? I believe that the key to unlock the 
strife of Eurasia lies in her common history and heritage.  
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We are all of Mongolian descent, whether we are born in Korea, 
China or Russia. Spanning from the Pacific to the banks of the Da-
nube, the Mongol lineage, represented by the unique blue birthmark, 
has spread to encompass more than 70% of the human population. 

Recognizing the potential challenges of our age, the Mongolian 
Peoples Federation for World Peace was inaugurated by my father 
on August 4th , 2004. At the second assembly, he outlined the pur-
pose of this new peace initiative: 

This federation and movement… does not aim at establishing 
another nation in the world. Nor is it the beginning of a new natio-
nalist movement. It [will]do away with all the walls and national 
boundaries and bring together the six billion people of the world, 
through rallying together the interrelated people of Mongolian des-
cent. 

If Mongolia could own the vision of “One Family under God” 
and align with the mission of the Mongolian Peoples Federation, it 
could inspire the entire region to look beyond its narrow interests 
and recognize its common heritage and, thereby, its common future.  

As the cliché “blood is thicker than water” suggests, the Mongo-
lian lineage transcends national boundaries and cultural divides and 
builds a collective regional solidarity that could uplift Eurasia from 
the mire of civil conflict and war. 

Like our forefathers who marched across the Eurasian continent, 
charged with the mission to unite mankind under One Heaven, let us 
move boldly to the four corners of the world as owners of the vision 
to create “One Family Under God” ushering in an age of peace and 
co-prosperity for all Mongolians, Asians, Eurasians and the world. 

Will you take on this challenge? Yes or no? 
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How Nations Become Great 

Ladies and Gentlemen, being ranked amongst the largest nations 
in the world in terms of land mass, Mongolia enjoys an abundant re-
serve of natural resources such as those recently discovered under-
neath the Gobi desert. Nevertheless, many nations with similar 
riches have remained in a state of poverty, disease, corruption, and 
civil war.  

Although there are many historical and social reasons why this is 
so, it is my firm conviction that nations achieve greatness through 
moral and spiritual leadership, rooted in the peace philosophy of 
“living for the sake of others.”  

In the 1950s my homeland of Korea was a nation devastated both 
by a colonial occupation, and then by a civil war where the super-
powers of the Cold War era fought a “hot” war of ideological domi-
nation.  

In the process, our nation was divided along the 38th parallel and 
more than 70% of the national assets were destroyed. When the con-
flict ceased in 1953, more than a million people were dead and fami-
lies torn apart along the arbitrary border between the two Koreas.  

Yet within just thirty short years, although the North had stag-
nated, South Korea has been reborn and experienced unprecedented 
growth to the point where it was able to successfully host the Olym-
pic Games in 1988.  

Twenty years after that, Korea is one of the leading economic 
powers of the world. It is the most “wired” nation in the world, lead-
ing the internet revolution in addition to dominating the steel and 
ship building industries as well as fast becoming an automotive and 
telecommunications giant. 
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Although South Korea is a small country with a shortage of natu-
ral resources, it was able to harness its most valuable assets—it’s in-
dustrious and resourceful citizens—for a common collective good.  

From the 1960s, a spirit of national unity developed around the 
“New Village Movement.” First proposed by my father, it was an 
experiment on a national scale of “living for the sake of others,” a 
philosophy of life my parents have been promoting through their 
teachings.  

In every town, village and hamlet, people put the public good 
above their own personal ambition and benefit. In short, this move-
ment’s philosophy morphed into the cultural glue of national soli-
darity which allowed everyone to prosper together as Koreans. 

The same philosophy that helped build the Korean miracle will 
certainly help her cousins here in Mongolia as well. A culture of 
“living for the sake of others” could diffuse the vitriol of self interest 
and civil conflict as well as root out corruption as communities work 
together with common purpose and cause to build a unifying nation-
al identity. 

In that light, I would like to take a moment to applaud the efforts 
of all those leaders who had the courage to pull back from the preci-
pice of civil conflict. Now is the time to come together as fellow 
Mongolians and build a new tomorrow for our children and grand-
children. That tomorrow should be rooted in the vision of “One 
Family under God.” 

Building A Culture of Service 

Recently at the Global Peace Festival in Paraguay, more than 
10,000 high school and college students spent several weeks clean-
ing almost every park in the capital city of Asunción. 



THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE 97 

Senators, congressmen, priests and community leaders were as-
tonished, saying this level of public service had never been part of 
their culture, especially among the young. 

The Global Peace Festival in Washington, DC conducted similar 
service projects, including a food drive to feed the hungry in the na-
tion’s capitol. 

In Nairobi, Kenya, the Global Peace Festival spearheaded a re-
markable service effort where thousands of Kenyans, mostly stu-
dents, cleaned the polluted banks of the Nairobi River. 

Here in Mongolia, volunteers from Service for Peace and a dozen 
other agencies have been working to make the city of Ulaanbaatar a 
place of beauty and harmony for all its residents. 

Just yesterday, I participated, with thousands of young Mongo-
lians, in a project to clean the Peace Bell Park here at the center of 
Ulaanbaatar. To all those who participated in these acts of service 
and kindness, I want to say a heartfelt “thank you!” 

Creating a culture of service is necessary for peace to exist, and 
the Global Peace Festival has been re-igniting the spirit of volun-
teerism in many countries around the world. 

I’d like to see Mongolia’s exemplary volunteers and service part-
ners joining with nations, such as the United States, Russia, Europe 
and Asia to establish a Global Peace Corps. 

Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by side 
in service with the heart of “living for the sake of others.” Any mi-
sunderstandings and hatred that existed would fade away as they 
sweat, cry and laugh together with a common vision to build “One 
Family under God.” 
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Working for Religious Reconciliation 

Another goal of the Global Peace Festival is to celebrate the 
common universal values shared by all faiths. Religious and spiri-
tual leaders must lead the peace process. Instead of advocating their 
own narrow doctrinal perspective, they must lead all people of faith 
to recognize the shared values and principles that come from our 
common heritage in one God. 

In the Middle East, the Universal Peace Federation’s interfaith 
gatherings of Christians, Muslims and Jews are helping them redis-
cover their common heritage in Abraham. They are realizing that 
they have more in common than differences and that they are truly 
brothers and sisters of faith, longing equally for peace and reconcili-
ation. 

We have discovered that relations between faith traditions are not 
about mere toleration of one another's prayers and rituals. A true in-
terfaith experience is a celebration of the core principles that bind all 
God-affirming people together as one family.  

When we remember our common origin and our common herit-
age, our eyes open to the obvious truth that all people, regardless of 
creed, race or culture, are indeed “One Family under God.” 

I would like to suggest that all nations second the motion that my 
father made in the United Nations to establish an Inter-religious 
Council of faith leaders, similar to the UN Security Council. This 
new UN council could be the forum for all faiths to find common 
ground and lead the peace process.  

In addition, I believe the UN needs to recognize the centrality of 
God in the discussion on human rights. I propose that it ratifies the 
UN Charter to be in line with the ideal that humanity is “endowed 
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by our Creator with certain inalienable rights” similar to our Decla-
ration of Independence. This is absolutely necessary in securing 
human rights as an absolute “inalienable right” above any “human 
institution or law.” Without a spiritual precedence rooted in our 
common heritage, fundamental human rights will be abused. We on-
ly need to open our eyes to what is currently transpiring around the 
world.  

The biggest dream of all 

Let us be bold today and dare to dream big! Let us dream the 
greatest dream of all! You have already heard of the “Mongolian 
Dream,” a dream to endow every child with a good education and a 
healthy life.  

Today, I invite you to aspire to an even greater dream.  

That dream is “One Family under God.” It should be the clarion 
call for our age.  

As my father suggested, we should “tear down the man-made 
walls of race, culture, religion and country, and establish the peace-
ful, ideal world of God’s cherished desire.”  

The power of one human family united can quell the turmoil of 
conflict throughout the world – from the conflict in the Middle East, 
to the final remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula, to the 
poverty and disease of Africa and to the civil, ethnic and national 
strife of Eurasia. 

As we stand under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors, let us 
make a solemn pledge to lead the world to peace by realizing the 
dream to create “One Family under God.” Then, as surely as light 
overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and prosperity will emerge 
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from the depths of distrust and hatred both at home and in the far 
corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all! Let us 
own the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your families, this great nation of Mon-
golia and all then nations represented here. Thank you very much! 
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OTTAWA, CANADA 
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Educating for Peace in Canada 

Canada’s Ambassadors for Peace drew upon their nation’s prin-
cipal role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, de-
veloping UN peacekeeping forces, and offering a warm welcome to 
people in planning their Global Peace Festival at the Westin Hotel in 
Ottawa October 2-5, 2008. The theme was “Educating for Peace.” 

 

Canada is among 30 nations in the world where peace activists are 
developing a Citizens Peace Corps and promoting a Ministry of Peace 
or Department of Peace. Dr. Bill Bhaneja, founder of Canada’s De-
partment of Peace Initiative, and Hans Sinn, Chair of the Civilian Peace 
Service in Canada, gave updates on these projects at a plenary session. 
Questions were raised about training for such peace professionals and 
Ambassadors for Peace spoke of the need for peacemakers who are 
grounded in spiritual values and can draw on the wisdom of religious 
teachings in the work of reconciliation.  
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The Ambassadors for Peace in Canada include many immigrants 
from the Caribbean, Africa, South Asia, and the Russia who hold fast 
to their spiritual roots in an increasingly secular society, and dedicate 
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themselves to causes such as education, sports, mediation, youth em-
powerment, and women as peacemakers. They say people on opposing 
sides of the civil war in their homeland—such as the Tamils and Sinha-
lese in Sri Lanka—learn to live in harmony in Toronto and other Ca-
nadian cities, where they shop at the same grocery stores and their 
children attend the same schools. They are communicating these hope-
ful examples back to their homeland. 

 

Recognizing the common objection that religions, and Christianity 
in particular, have been used as instruments of subjugation, Dr. Tho-
mas Walsh, UPF Secretary General, challenged participants to look 
beyond doctrine and rituals and recognize that we are one human fami-
ly created by God and that the highest qualities of the human being are 
spiritual and moral.  
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Hon. Dr. Alvin Curling, chair of the Canada Peace Festival and 
former speaker of the Ontario Legislature, reminded participants of the 
“war to end all wars” in the early 20th century that led only to more 
wars. “This is one of the reasons  why Canada’s Lester B. Pearson, who 
later became Prime Minister, proposed during the 1950s the novel no-
tion of UN peacekeepers. “ 

“That concept has endured to this day and signals Canadians as 
the most creative chemist of a peaceful solution,” Curling said.  He and 
other speakers challenged participants to become architects of peace 
and for groups to cross-fertilize in a collaborative work for peace. Con-
ference participants joined other peace groups on October 4 to partici-
pate in Peace Prayer Day at the Ottawa City Hall.  
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At UPF’s leadership conferences, sometimes the most challenging 
issues are addressed not in a conference hall but around a meal table. 
To difficult questions raised by immigrants to Canada about the effects 
of colonization, Dr. Hyun Jin Moon replied that he too came from a 
nation that suffered under Japanese domination. Holding onto resent-
ment will not enable nations to move forward, he said. “The only real 
solution is spiritual.”  

Rev. Darryl Gray recounted how his church, the Imani Family and 
Full Gospel Church in Montreal, gave shelter to three families who 
were about to be deported. One family were Muslims from Algeria. 
“People called me to ask why a church would give sanctuary to a Mus-
lim family, and I replied that two thousand years ago a man and a 
woman carrying a baby were given refuge in their time of need by 
people who didn’t make an issue of what they believed.” The families 
were eventually granted asylum by the Canadian government and are 
now citizens. 
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Decades ago, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote a letter to Chris-
tian leaders from the Birmingham jail that still pricks the conscience of 
faith leaders. His assistant, Rev. Walter Fauntroy, a former US Con-
gressman, called religious leaders to continue to be “headlights on the 
road to peace, not tail lights, and thermostats, not thermometers who  
merely record the climate of the times.” 
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Several Muslim Ambassadors for Peace spoke about the Islamic 
view of God as full of compassion and mercy, and the calling of Mus-
lims to spread this compassion and mercy in the world. Several gave 
out books they had written about peace. Among them a Muslim wom-
an, Zeinabel Ghatit, wrote books to help her two Christian daughters-
in-law understand and respect the faith of her sons.  

 

GPF International Chairman Dr. Hyun Jin Moon delivered the 
keynote address at the Gala Awards banquet, starting with a warm tri-
bute to Canada’s outstanding record as a peacemaking country. “Cana-
da is the certainly the right place to talk about peace, with her long and 
proud history of peace and non-violence,” he said. “Canada has always 
been a strong supporter of the United Nation’s work for peace and is 
also known for its warm and uncomplicated welcome for people from 
all over the world.” 



110  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

 

“Nevertheless, when we consider the number of wars and con-
flicts that continue to plague humanity, it is clear that the world unde-
niably needs a new vision of peace for the 21st Century,” he continued. 
“And unlike the secular thinking of our recent past, it should be a spiri-
tual vision, rooted in universal values. Dealing with only the symptoms 
of global crisis and conflict and ignoring the root cause will not work.” 



THE AMERICAS INITIATIVE 111 

Proposal for a Department of Peace 

in the Canadian Government 

Dr. Bill Bhaneja 

Co Chair, Canadian Department of Peace Initiative 

In the early part of the 21st century, the peoples of the world are ex-
periencing an intolerable level of insecurity and violence on the parts of 
states and non-state actors. At the same time, there has been a reenergiz-
ing of the peace movement and citizen initiatives for seeking innovative, 
nonviolent, and enduring resolution of conflict through peacebuilding ac-
tivities of many kinds. One of those initiatives is a growing international 
movement for the creation of departments of peace in all nations. Cana-
da, as a middle power with a long history of peacekeeping and negotiated 
outcomes to conflict, stands in a unique position to become the first 
country to proclaim a Department and Minister of Peace. 

While Canada has many departments carrying out peace-related 
work, this effort is often fragmented, which makes key decisions, with 
sensitive timings, difficult to achieve. Traditional organizational priorities 
and structures fail to address the need to build a culture of peace and 
nonviolence at home and abroad consistent with Canada’s signing of the 
Declaration and Programme of Action for the UN International Decade 
for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence (2001–10). The present confi-
guration in government is functioning on the margins, whereas only a 
full-fledged department, with a mission dedicated to peace work, will 
meet the government’s current and projected needs. 
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The government’s 2005 International Policy Statement calls for a 
greatly expanded initiative in human security and peacebuilding: 

• Develop the 3-D (defense-diplomacy-development) approach in con-
flict and post-conflict situations in which Foreign Affairs, National 
Defense, and the Canadian International Development Agency would 
work together in "whole-of-government" strategies; these depart-
ments would work closely with civil society organizations dedicated 
to this work. 

• Establish a Stability and Reconstruction Task Force in Foreign Af-
fairs. 

• Establish a $100 million Global Peace and Security Fund to provide 
assistance to failed and fragile states, as well as resources for post-
conflict stabilization and recovery. 

• Expand the work of the Canada Corps in promoting human rights, 
democracy, and good governance. 

• Support the to-be-established UN Peacebuilding Commission and a 
Peacebuilding Support Office to provide capacity for faster, more ef-
ficient peacebuilding operations. 

The question then arises that, given this emphasis on integrated 
peace and security operations, how would such operations be coordi-
nated? The brief presents the argument that only a new department — 
the Department of Peace — would provide the essential focal point in 
government and end the highly diffuse nature of peacebuilding at the 
present time. The Minister would be a voice in Cabinet who could fun-
damentally alter the nature of debate and decision-making towards a cul-
ture of peace and nonviolence on both domestic and foreign issues and 
would also provide the long-range thinking required to address the root 
causes of violence. 

Specifically, the Department of Peace and its Minister would have 
the following mandate: 
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• Reinvigorate Canada’s role as a global peacebuilder, provide for early 
detection of potential conflict, and develop and improve diverse me-
thods of conflict prevention. 

• Promote justice and democratic principles to expand human rights 
and the security of persons and their communities, consistent with 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as other related 
UN treaties, conventions, and the Declaration and Programme of Ac-
tion on a Culture of Peace (1999). 

• Promote disarmament, from nuclear weapons to small arms, and 
strengthen nonmilitary means of peacemaking. 

• Develop new approaches to non-violent intervention and utilize con-
structive dialogue, mediation, and the peaceful resolution of conflict 
at home and abroad. 

• Make annual reports to Cabinet and Parliament on the sale of arms 
from Canada to other nations, with analysis of the multiple impacts 
of such sales and how they affect peace. 

• Encourage the development of peace initiatives from civil society in-
cluding the creation of an unarmed civilian peace service by which 
NGOs in partnership will be able to expand and further develop their 
ongoing work in the field of nonviolent conflict prevention and/or 
management. 

• Implement UN Resolution 1325 on the key role played by women in 
peace through new policies and programs of women’s involvement in 
conflict resolution and peace education covering the full spectrum 
from peacemaking and peacebuilding, to post-conflict reconstruction. 

• Provide, with National Defense, for the training of all Canadian mili-
tary and civilian personnel who administer post-conflict reconstruc-
tion and demobilization in war-torn societies. 
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• Fund the development of peace curricula at all educational levels and 
university-based peace research to build a culture of peace in Canada 
and globally. 

Citizens in 11 countries, including the USA, UK, Japan, and Austral-
ia, are calling for a Department of Peace. In Canada, groups working for a 
Department of Peace are established in Ottawa, Victoria, and Vancouver. 
The proposal is supported by former Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd Ax-
worthy and Senator Douglas Roche, and endorsed in a resolution by the 
Council of Canadians. 

It is our intention to engage in a vigorous dialogue with all political 
parties and peace and justice organizations to convince them of the im-
portance and timeliness of this proposal. 

For more information, please visit: HUwww.departmentofpeace.caUH. 

http://www.departmentofpeace.ca/


Civilian Peace Service Initiatives 

Dr. Hans Sinn 

Chair, Civilian Peace Service, Canada 

Civilian Peace Service Canada (CPSC) began in February of 2005, 
following an International Civilian Peace Service Consultation at Saint 
Paul University in Ottawa. Since then, our CPSC Committee has moved 
forward informed by the experience of our European friends and col-
leagues and supported by the ongoing work of Canadian peace, human 
rights, and development NGOs, along with our own particular views and 
undertakings. 

Specifically, in Canada we are moving ahead with the promotion of a 
Civilian Peace Service in conjunction with a Federal Department of Peace 
Initiative and the emphatic advocacy of peace as a profession. CPSC has 
issued a 400-page White Paper, developed a first profile of a Peace Pro-
fessional, and is about to implement a pilot project for the accreditation 
of Peace Professionals. Our colleagues in French Canada are currently 
exploring the creation of a Civilian Peace Service Cadet Corps. 

The approach being taken by CPSC to promoting peace professio-
nalism is competency-based. With the support and active participation of 
key partners, we plan to build a roster of qualified Peace Professionals 
who demonstrate the shared core values and key competencies (see be-
low) which we propose as necessary to serve effectively in areas of con-
flict. Development of the core values and key competencies is largely 
based on the input of seasoned experts with a passion for peace and a 
heart for helping others. Two CPSC conferences, including the most re-
cent involving Dr. Johan Galtung, have inspired and informed our work. 
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The approach we are using begins with the assessment of potential 
candidates against core values as an entry qualification. Successful candi-
dates are then measured against the key competencies and invited to par-
ticipate in training as appropriate. Seasoned Peace Professionals agree that 
while key competencies can be learned, core values need to be in place 
from the start. Consequently, if core values are not identified during ri-
gorous initial screening, candidates are not invited to continue the qualifi-
cation process. 

The core values that are felt to be critical for professional peace work 
are: empathy, sincerity, humility, sound judgment, integrity, a strong de-
sire for social justice and peace for all, personal maturity, and the willing-
ness to learn. 

The key competencies felt to be essential are: communication, opera-
tional planning, conciliation, peace building, conflict analysis and trans-
formation, personal security, facilitation, strategic thinking, and mediation 
and teamwork. 

The Canadian Department of Peace Initiative (CDPI) has chapters in 
11 Canadian cities and held a very successful Women Building Peace 
banquet, honoring Canadian women. CDPI is looking forward to partici-
pating in the third International Conference of this growing worldwide 
movement. The conference is to be held in September 2009 in Costa Ri-
ca, in conjunction with the establishment of a Ministry of Peace by the 
Costa Rican government. 

CPSC Canada is well underway with plans for its Women Building 
Peace conference February 15-17, 2009 at Saint Paul University in Otta-
wa. We are convinced that youth and women are essential to both the 
creation of Ministries of Peace and a formal Civilian Peace Service in 
partnership with government. 

The idea of a Civilian Peace Service is not new. If it were, then we 
would have a much harder and longer road ahead of us. Back in 1922, 
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Clara Ragaz-Nadig, wife and partner of the theologian Leonhard Ragaz, 
petitioned the Swiss government with 40,000 signatures for a Civilian 
Service as a substitute for military service. Before Clara Ragaz and the 
founding in 1915 of the Women International League for Peace and 
Freedom, members of the peace churches — Quakers, Mennonites and 
Doukhobors — preceded us and our work by several hundred years. 

It was in that older tradition and its spirit that the World Peace Bri-
gade was created in 1962. The World Peace Brigade undertook in its two-
year existence three significant nonviolent interventions in international 
conflicts. Based on Mahatma Gandhi’s Shanti Sena — or Peace Army — 
established in 1917, his spiritual successor, Vinoba Bhave, petitioned the 
United Nations in 1970 for a Civilian Peace Service. In Canada, Peace 
Brigades International was established in 1981, largely by members of the 
earlier World Peace Brigade who reassembled. Today, Peace Brigades In-
ternational has offices in 15 countries and manages five international 
projects of long standing. 

Taking the cue nationally and internationally, the Evangelical Church 
in Berlin-Brandenburg proposed in 1994 a Civilian Peace Service as a 
formal partnership between government and a nongovernmental organi-
zation in the fields of peace, human rights, and development. Backed by 
some 80 NGOs and the Green Party, the proposal was adopted, in part, 
by the German government and implemented in 1999. At about the same 
time, an international organization called the Nonviolent Peaceforce was 
formed, with some 90 member organizations internationally. 

Clearly, unarmed civilians are serving and have served the cause of 
peace the world over in many ways. We are fortunate to have this tradi-
tion and these precedents to build upon and further develop, both in 
theory and in practice. The establishment of Peace as a Profession is 
moving rapidly from the dream stage into reality, for both young and old 
to choose as a career, similar to how we might choose to become lawyers, 
dentists, engineers, or doctors. 



118  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

A culture of peace is a work in progress, along with its own architec-
ture and appropriate institutions, such as departments and ministries, 
which will coordinate the projects locally, nationally, and internationally. 
We cannot fail to notice as we come in contact and learn to know each 
other as workers in the same field, the growth of peace work in its diver-
sity, complexity, and essential unity. 

Regardless how we approach peacemaking, peacekeeping, and 
peacebuilding — be it as a religious calling or as secular profession — the 
values and competencies required to be effective are similar if not the 
same. Training programs, present and future, will aim to further clarify 
values and to expand and strengthen a growing range of competencies. 
We are likely to learn how to better observe and measure our effective-
ness as peace workers in a growing set of diverse environments and cir-
cumstances and to deal with potential and actual conflict — and its 
consequences. Most importantly, we are learning from each other and are 
looking forward to learning from you. 
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Canada GPF Keynote Address 

Millennium Hotel 

October 7, 2008 

Esteemed dignitaries, family, friends, ladies and gentlemen, welcome 
to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Ottawa, Canada. 

It is a great honor and pleasure to be with you today here to cele-
brate a vision of everlasting peace.  

Canada is the certainly the right place to talk about peace, with her 
long and proud history of peace and non-violence. Canada has always 
been a strong supporter of the United Nation’s work for peace and is also 
known for its warm and uncomplicated welcome for people from all over 
the world. 

Nevertheless, when we consider the number of wars and conflicts 
that continue to plague humanity, it is clear that the world undeniably 
needs a new vision of peace for the 21st Century. And unlike the secular 
thinking of our recent past, it should be a spiritual vision, rooted in uni-
versal values.  

We only need to look back to the last century to recognize the futility 
of tackling the world’s problems through the same old military, economic, 
political, diplomatic and scientific solutions. 

Dealing with only the symptoms of global crisis and conflict and ig-
noring the root cause will not work. We must be bold and break new 
ground in our search for peace and prosperity, if we are to really go 
beyond the failures of our past. 

Today, therefore, I want to share a new vision of lasting peace for 
Canada and for all nations. That vision is “One Family under God!” 
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The one who has taken on the mantle to champion this vision 
around the world is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon. He has devoted his entire life, resources and wealth to the 
fulfillment of that dream.  

The dream to build “One Family under God” is not the dream of 
just one man, woman or family but belongs to all humanity and, most of 
all, to God. As my father explained when he visited Toronto a few years 
ago, 

God, the Creator of all things under the sun, is the true parent of all 
humanity. He is not a parent in the parochial sense, existing only for a 
certain religion, a certain race, or the residents of a certain region.  

You may call Him by any name, be it Jehovah, Allah, [Heaven], or 
any other. What is important is that He certainly exists and lives as the 
true parent of all people..  

A True Family is the Model for Peace 

Why is the family the fundamental building block for peace? First 
and foremost, the family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, natio-
nality and religious affiliations, we are all members of families. 

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human relation-
ships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any relationship, 
saying “that person is like my father, like my mother, like my brother, like 
my sister, like my son and like my daughter.”  

Most importantly, the family is the school of love. I believe that the 
three-generational model of grandparents, parents and children is the pa-
ragon of family virtue.  

Those generations represent the past, present and future living in 
harmony in one family, setting the basis of establishing everlasting peace 
centered upon true love.  
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Before we call ourselves, Christian, or Muslim, Jew or Buddhist, be-
fore we see ourselves as black, white, or Asian, before we identify our-
selves as Canadian, or American, or citizens of any nation, we are first 
and foremost the eternal sons and daughters of God and members of his 
eternal family.  Therefore, we should own the dream to realize “One 
Family under God” one family at a time, by uplifting all families beyond 
race, nationality or creed.  

The recent war in the South Caucasus is yet another unwelcome re-
minder that the countries of this world have a way to go to overcome 
these conflicts of the past.  

Undecided territorial, ethnic and national divisions and broken eco-
nomic and social ties all provoke instability, uncertainty and violence.  

This is why we so badly need a new peace initiative, based upon the 
common vision of “One Family Under God” 

If Canada could own this vision of “One Family under God” it could 
inspire the entire continent and the world to look beyond its narrow in-
terests and recognize its common heritage and, thereby, its common fu-
ture.  

Will you take on this challenge? Yes or no? 

A New Culture of Service and Peace 

Creating a culture of service is a necessary step for peace. The Global 
Peace Festival has created a new spirit of volunteerism around the world. 

In Paraguay, more than 10,000 high school and college students 
spent weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of Asunción.  

In Kenya more than 25,000 volunteers helped clean the polluted 
banks of the Nairobi River. 



122  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

In Mongolia, volunteers from Service for Peace and a dozen other 
agencies have been working to make the city of Ulaanbaatar a place of 
beauty and harmony for all its residents.  

At the Global Peace Festival in Washington, DC, we worked with 
President George H Bush’s Points of Light Institute and held a food 
drive to feed the hungry in the nation’s capitol. I know you’ve made a 
similar drive right here in Ottawa as well. 

To all those who participated in these acts of service and kindness, I 
want to say a heartfelt “thank you!” 

I’d like to see Canada’s volunteers and service partners joining with 
other nations, such as the United States, Europe, Russia, China, and Asia 
to establish a Global Peace Corps. 

Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by side in 
service with the heart of “living for the sake of others.”  

Any misunderstandings and hatred that existed would fade away as 
they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common vision to build “One 
Family under God.” 

Working for Religious Reconciliation 

Another goal of the Global Peace Festival is to celebrate the com-
mon universal values shared by all faiths. 

Religious and spiritual leaders must lead the peace process. Instead of 
advocating their own narrow doctrinal perspective, they must lead all 
people of faith to recognize the shared values and principles that come 
from our common heritage in one God. 

Let us be bold tonight and dare to dream big!  

The greatest dream of all is “One Family under God.” It should be 
the clarion call for our age.  
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The power of one human family united can quell the turmoil of con-
flict throughout the world – from the conflict in the Middle East, to the 
final remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula, to the poverty 
and disease of Africa and to the civil, ethnic and national strife of Eurasia. 

As we stand under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors, let us make a 
solemn pledge to lead the world to peace by realizing the dream to create 
“One Family under God.” 

Then, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and 
prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred both at 
home and in the far corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all!  

Let us own the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your families, this great nation of Canada 
and all the nations represented here at the Global Peace Festival! Thank 
you very much! 
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KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA 
October 16-20, 2008 
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Malaysia hopes to be the world 

capital of peace 

“Space has definitely changed my view on life,” Malaysian astronaut 
Datuk Dr. Sheikh Muszaphar Shukor told the packed and attentive au-
dience at Kuala Lumpur’s Bukit Jalil stadium at the Global Peace Festival 
Malaysia on October 19. “When I was in space, I felt very sad,” he said, 
“I saw how small, how perfect our planet really is, and then I reflected on 
all the conflict and suffering we cause each other. I started to be more 
concerned about the suffering of women and children, and I decided I 
had to do something about it.” 

 

Sheikh Muszaphar and many of the nation’s most influential citizens 
were gathered to celebrate the latest in the Global Peace Festival series 
and to promote the GPF vision with the slogan “Let’s make Malaysia the 
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world capital of peace.” The Festival was jointly sponsored by the Uni-
versal Peace Federation, the Ministry of Unity, Arts, Culture and Heritage, 
and the United Nations Association of Malaysia (UNAM). 

 

“We’re proud of the fact that our multicultural, multiracial, and mul-
tiethnic society – Malay, Chinese and Indian – has managed to live to-
gether in peace for 50 years since independence,” says Tan Sri Datin 
Paduka Zaleha Ismail, chairperson of GPF Malaysia 

 A small,  energetic Muslim woman with enthusiasm written  all over 
her face, Tan Sri Ismail says the Festival’s simple message of “One Family 
Under God” can help spread the Malaysian success story to other nations 
in the region, where racial and religious tensions all often erupt into vi-
olence and bloodshed. “We need a new generation of leaders to bring 
peace,” she said. 



128  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

 

 

Speakers at the International Leadership Conference called for a 
greater understanding between Islam and other Abrahamic faiths. “We 
share the same two commandments,” said Imam Faisal Abdul Rauf of the 
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Cordoba Initiative. “We are to love God, and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. Today, everyone is my neighbor. But we are not actually living 
the commandments.” Rauf, a leader of US/Muslim dialogue, heads a 
mosque near Ground Zero in New York, and is author of the book 
What’s Right with Islam. 

 

The Honorable Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohammad, Malaysia’s Prime Mi-
nister for 22 years from 1981 to 2003, agreed that religious and political 
leaders need to work together much more closely for peace. Denouncing 
radical interpretations of Islam that seem to call for violence, he said that 
Islam must be a force for peace. “We must anchor peace on earth,” he 
said, “and that can only come through faith.” 

Meanwhile thousands of students were engaged in a far-reaching 
campaign aimed at conquering poverty and despair in the region. “Every 
young person can make a difference,” says Dr. The Su Thye, Executive 
Director of GPF Malaysia. “When high school and college students can 
give just 10 cents a day we can say ‘Bye to Poverty’ once and for all.” 
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Several of Malaysia’s top recording artists, including Malaysian Idol 
winners Danell Lee (2005) and Jaclyn Victor (2004), and Ratu Rock 
(Queen of Rock) Ella offered free performances at the Festival and 
helped record public service announcements in the weeks leading up to 
the celebration. The Royal Malaysian Air Force Band and the Cultural 
Dance Troupe of the Malaysian National Department of Culture and 
Arts, together with a host of rising young stars, kept the crowd of almost 
20,000 on their toes. 

 

“One Family Under God should be the clarion call of this age” said 
GPF Founder, Dr. Hyun Jin Moon. “It is not the dream of  just one fami-
ly, religion or nation. It is the dream of all humanity, and more than that, 
it is the dream of God. If Malaysia can take ownership of this dream it 
can bring hope to all of Asia.” 
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We Must Make a New Start 

Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohammad 

Prime Minister, Malaysia, 19812003 

The world is facing a crisis in many areas. We know of wars being 
fought in various places, people being killed, and people blowing them-
selves up in desperation. Pressures are exerted on weak countries and 
poor countries. But lately we are seeing what appears to be a systematic 
collapse of the international financial system. Huge banks which looked 
as if they were as steady as the Rock of Gibraltar are collapsing — not 
one, not two, but dozens of them. The biggest bank in the world col-
lapsed, and we see this effect spreading from America to Europe and very 
soon to the rest of the world. So the world is indeed in a state of crisis. 

In such a state, we need to find something to anchor us back on 
earth, and if there is to be an anchor, it must be based on faith. 

We know that the world is divided into people of different faiths, but 
basically the faith of all these religions is the same. Religions preach and 
promote peace and brotherhood. There is no religion which says that you 
should go forth and kill those who are not of your own faith. I’ve studied 
the Qur’an and I couldn’t find any verse which directs Muslims to kill 
non-Muslims. In fact, we are told to live at peace with peoples of other 
religions. 

Surah Al-Kahfirul refers to the different religions professed by dif-
ferent people, and says that you have to accept them — "to them their 
religion, to you your religion." It doesn’t say “to them their religion, and 
therefore you should fight them.” 
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The word Islam means peace. Unfortunately, we don’t see much 
peace in the Muslim world today. Peace may not be possible because of 
outside attacks, invasions, etc., but even within the Muslim community 
there are civil wars and people killing each other because their interpreta-
tions of Islam differ. We have read about the fights between the Sunnis 
and the Shi’as; there are other sects which disagree with the rest, and they, 
too, sometimes resort to violence. 

But if we ask ourselves whether this is part of the teachings of Islam, 
the answer is absolutely no. It is not a part of the teachings of Islam for 
Muslims to fight each other. Muslims must regard other Muslims as their 
brothers and sisters. It is their duty to protect their brothers and sisters, 
not to fight against them. We find the same contradictory phenomena in 
most religions. 

Islam came to us 1,400 years ago. During these 1,400 years, there 
have been many learned people who interpreted Islam for their followers. 
Unfortunately, their interpretations differ from each other. These inter-
pretations were so different that the followers of each regarded the fol-
lowers of the other as not being Muslim, and because of that they felt 
justified in fighting each other. 

But that is not the religion that was brought by the Prophet. We 
know the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) brought only one religion. Dur-
ing his time there were no Shi’as, no Sunnis, no Alawites. Locally, we 
have Ayapin and all kinds of preachers who teach what they believe to be 
Islam. Their interpretations come from their own understanding, but they 
are not really the teachings of Islam. Such differences in interpretation 
lead to conflicts, not only among Muslims but also between Muslims and 
non-Muslims. So we cannot blame religion itself for conflict. 

I have studied the Qur’an and I found nothing morally wrong in the 
teachings of the Qur’an and all the verified Hadith (the traditions of the 
Prophet). Yet, things are done in the name of religion that are contrary to 
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the teachings of Islam. Many conflicts arise from misinterpretations or 
just different interpretations. 

In this regard, what happens in Islam also happens in the Christian 
religion. We know that the Christian religion, like Islam, is just one, but 
there are different sects based on various interpretations. Of course, to-
day they are not fighting each other, but they used to fight each other; 
they used to burn people at the stake. In the 1500s, people who followed 
the teachings of someone like Martin Luther were persecuted. But I be-
lieve that it is not part of the teachings of Christianity to burn people at 
the stake just because they have chosen to follow a different interpreta-
tion of the religion. 

There are maybe a thousand different interpretations of Islam, and 
each regards his interpretation to be right and all the rest wrong. If people 
merely believed that all the rest are wrong, that might not do much harm, 
but when they think the others are so wrong that they are not Muslims 
and therefore it is their duty to fight and kill them, such interpretations 
become destructive and lead to conflicts and even wars. 

This is what we are seeing in the Islamic world today. There is a Ma-
lay saying that when you lose your way, go back to the beginning and start 
all over again. I think we have lost our way. 

A lot of people of different religious faiths have lost their way, and it 
is important that we go back to the beginning. What is the beginning for 
Muslims? The beginning is the Qur’an itself, the Word of God that was 
conveyed to Prophet Muhammad. People have been adding a lot of new 
things to the traditions of the Prophet to justify whatever they want do, 
according to the time and circumstances. But we can identify only a small 
number of these traditions as being true and valid. If we adhere to the 
teachings of the Qur’an and the traditions which are valid, I think there 
will be no division among Muslims. 
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When we lose our way, we need to go back to where we started. We 
have become very confused and do not know our direction. We believe in 
teachings that are mere interpretations from ordinary human beings, not 
prophets. 

There is only one prophet in Islam — Muhammad. Of course, we 
acknowledge the earlier prophets of the Christians and the Jews, but after 
Muhammad there are no more prophets. However, some imams and ula-
mas interpret Islam in accordance with their own understanding of the 
teachings, and some of these interpretations are not truly Islamic. Indeed, 
they cannot be Islamic when they differ so much from each other that 
they Muslims regard other Muslims as non-Muslims and are prepared to 
fight and kill them. This is what we are seeing in some of the Muslim 
countries, which is very unfortunate because this is not following the 
teachings of Islam. 

I cannot speak about Christianity and other religions because I’m not 
well-versed in them, but I have found that there is a need for Muslims to 
look again at the religion that they are practicing and ask whether it is tru-
ly in accordance with the teachings of Islam as brought by the Prophet or 
whether is it the result of somebody’s understanding, someone’s particu-
lar interpretation. 

We see a world in crisis. A lot of people are taking advantage of 
every kind of system that is devised. There is financial turmoil because of 
the collapse of the international financial system. The international finan-
cial system began with the Bretton Woods Agreements, and greedy 
people interpret things in their own way in order to benefit from loo-
pholes found in any system. 

We need new leaders and good governance. We realized that a long 
time ago, but we did nothing about it. Now it is time to look for a new 
paradigm of leadership and good governance in all areas of human en-
deavor. We need people who will practice their religion as it was taught 
originally, not as someone interpreted it. We need to review the systems 
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used throughout the world — including the financial system, the so-called 
free trade system — because all of these have been misinterpreted and 
abused by greedy people. 

Indeed, it has been said that greed is great, but that is like saying that 
killing is good. There must be something wrong with our moral values 
when we say that greed is great. It’s about time to reconsider all these sys-
tems — from the religions that we believe in to all the systems that go-
vern the relations among people. We need leaders who are willing to 
critique and perhaps discard some of the accepted beliefs and systems. 

We may have to invent new systems. In the case of religion, we don’t 
have to invent a new religion but rather go back to the original religions 
as taught by the original prophets. However, the systems of finance and 
trade are man-made devices and are not holy; therefore, we can critique 
them, discard them, and devise new ways to overcome the challenges. 
Thus, we need leaders who are unafraid to come up with new ideas. If we 
study the global crisis properly, understand it, and fearlessly address the 
issues, we can correct current abuses and prevent future abuses of our 
global systems. 

If we go back to the original teachings of our religion, we will not be 
misled by people who have misinterpreted the real message of our reli-
gion and who seek to impel us to do things that are actually forbidden by 
our religion. 

Long ago, slavery was accepted as normal. Everybody had slaves; if 
you owed money to someone and could not repay it, then you became a 
slave of that person. The fate of the black slaves who were taken to 
America was terrible. If they got sick on the ship, they were thrown into 
the sea where there were sharks. Human beings did such terrible things 
until the idea came of age that slavery was wrong. Then a man named 
William Wilberforce believed that slavery was not acceptable because it 
was oppression of one human being by another. Wilberforce struggled 
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for 20 years to abolish the slave trade, and he succeeded. Today, slavery is 
not acceptable, and we would be ashamed to attempt to practice slavery. 

Similarly, what about war? War is about killing people. In any society, 
if you kill a person, that is murder, and you will be arrested and perhaps 
sentenced to death. If you kill one man, you may be hung for it; yet we 
train people to kill others and we equip them with terrible weapons. Just 
one man can kill 100,000 people. That is what happened in Hiroshima: 
one person pressed a button, and about 100,000 men, women, and child-
ren were vaporized. But that was not considered a crime. The person who 
pressed the button went home and was glorified. There is something 
wrong with our value system if killing one person is a crime but killing 
100 people is not. 

As long as we believe that war is an option in settling conflicts be-
tween nations, we will not be civilized. War must be abolished and re-
placed by negotiation, arbitration, or a court of law, and everyone must 
submit to this. It may not happen in our time, but the struggle against 
war, including the process of criminalizing war, must be started now. It 
may take longer than the 20 years it took Wilberforce to abolish the slave 
trade, but if we consider ourselves civilized people, we must make war a 
crime. I hope that Malaysians will become more and more conscious that 
war is not an option. 
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Malaysia GPF Keynote Address 

Bhukit Jalil Stadium 

October 22, 2008 

Esteemed dignitaries, family, friends, ladies and gentlemen, welcome 
to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Salam Sejahtera! Greetings!  

It is a great honor and pleasure to be with you today to celebrate a 
vision of everlasting peace. Your being here this evening in such numbers 
is a clear sign that the Global Peace Festival is indeed bringing a new 
breath of hope to a world yearning for an end to the cycle of war, conflict 
and poverty! 

I love Malaysia! Each time I come here, I am deeply impressed at 
how this nation is becoming a model of interfaith peace and unity, with 
people of all religions, races and ethnicities living together as neighbors 
and as brothers and sisters.  

Malaysia is truly a nation that loves God. When we visited the Putra-
jaya Mosque on Friday, I was inspired to learn how the parliamentary 
leaders of the nation pause in their governmental duties every week to 
honor God.  

Elsewhere, we saw preparations for the celebration of Deepavali, the 
Hindu festival of lights, and we were reminded of your beautiful tradition 
of tolerance of all faiths. 

 Moreover, Malaysia has invited tens of thousands of students from 
all over the world to study here, many with generous scholarships. In this 
way, you are helping to create a new generation of peace-builders who 
will take a central role in building a world of peace in this 21st century.  
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Young people like to dream big. Malaysia is young nation that is 
dreaming about becoming the world capital of peace. I have come here 
tonight to challenge you to dream the greatest dream of all, the dream of 
“One Family Under God.” 

I think we can all agree that there is a long way to go if we are to tru-
ly realize this dream of peace. In recent weeks, financial chaos and eco-
nomic uncertainty have been shaking almost every nation of the world.   

Every nation also faces persistent problems of crime, unemployment, 
AIDs, poverty, family breakdown and youth problems. On top of all that, 
there are a record number of wars and regional conflicts that continue to 
plague the human family. 

Recently, the United Nations released a very pessimistic report stat-
ing that progress towards the Millennium Development Goals is way off 
track. No wonder it sometimes seems that our world is actually further 
away from peace than ever before! 

One thing is clear: if there is to be any change, the world undeniably 
needs a new vision of peace for the 21st Century. Moreover, unlike the 
secular thinking of our recent past, it should be a spiritual vision, rooted 
in universal values.  

We only need to look back to the last century to recognize the futility 
of tackling the world’s problems through the same old military, economic, 
political, diplomatic and scientific solutions. Dealing with only the symp-
toms of global crisis and conflict and ignoring the root cause will not 
work. 

We must be bold and break new ground in our search for peace and 
prosperity, if we are to really go beyond the failures of our past. Today, 
therefore, I want to share a new vision of lasting peace for Malaysia and 
for all nations.  

That vision is “One Family under God!” 
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The one who has taken on the mantle to champion this vision 
around the world is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon. He has devoted his entire life and all his resources to the 
fulfillment of that dream.  

The dream to build “One Family Under God” is not the dream of 
just one man, woman or family but belongs to all humanity and, most of 
all, to God.  

As my father explained in a recent Peace Message, 

God, the Creator of all things under the sun, is the true parent of 
all humanity. He is not a parent in the parochial sense, existing only 
for a certain religion, a certain race, or the residents of a certain 
region.  

You may call Him by any name, be it Allah, Jehovah, God, Hea-
ven or any other. What is important is that He certainly exists and 
lives as the creator and true parent of all mankind. 

A True Family is the Model for Peace 

Why is the family the fundamental building block for peace? First 
and foremost, the family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, natio-
nality and religious affiliations, we are all members of families. 

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human relation-
ships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any relationship, 
saying “that person is like my father, like my mother, like my brother, like 
my sister, like my son and like my daughter.”  

Most importantly, the family is the school of love. I believe that the 
three-generational model of grandparents, parents and children is the pa-
ragon of family virtue. 
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Those generations represent the past, present and future living in 
harmony in one family, setting the basis of establishing everlasting peace 
centered upon true love. 

Before we call ourselves Muslim or Christian or Hindu, before we 
see ourselves as Black, White, or Asian, before we identify ourselves as 
Malaysian, Chinese or  Korean, we are first and foremost brothers and 
sisters and members of God’s eternal family.  

The dream of creating “One Family under God” can only be realized 
by uplifting all families beyond race, nationality or creed.   

If Malaysia could own this vision of “One Family under God” it 
could inspire the entire continent of Asia, and even the world to look 
beyond its narrow interests and recognize its common heritage and, the-
reby, its common future.  

Will you take on this challenge? Yes or no? 

A New Culture of Service and Peace 

Creating a culture of service is a necessary step for peace. The Global 
Peace Festival has created a new spirit of volunteerism around the world. 

In Paraguay, more than 10,000 high school and college students 
spent weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of Asunción.  

In Kenya more than 70,000 volunteers helped clean the polluted 
banks of the Nairobi River. 

In Mongolia, volunteers from Service for Peace and a dozen other 
agencies are working to make the city of Ulaanbaatar a place of beauty 
and harmony for all its residents.  

At the Global Peace Festival in Washington, DC, the GPF worked 
with the Boys and Girls Clubs, the Points of Light Institute and many lo-
cal charities to hold a food drive to feed the hungry in the America’s capi-
tal.  
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Yesterday I had the opportunity to meet with some of the thousands 
of young people who’ve been offering sacrificial service right here in Ma-
laysia. I’d like to say a special thank you to the many organizations and 
dedicated individuals who have worked so hard to make this Global 
Peace Festival possible.  

In particular I’d like to acknowledge the contribution of the Ministry 
of Unity, Arts, Culture and Heritage, the United Nations Association of 
Malaysia, and the men and women of the Malaysian Armed Forces.  

To all those you who participated in the “Power of 10 Cents” cam-
paign and in many other acts of service and kindness, I want to say a 
heartfelt “thank you!” 

I’d like to see Malaysia’s volunteers and service partners joining with 
other nations to establish a Global Peace Corps. Imagine if young people 
from enemy nations worked side by side in service with the heart of “liv-
ing for the sake of others.”  

Any misunderstandings and hatred that existed would fade away as 
they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common vision to build “One 
Family under God.” 

Working for Religious Reconciliation 

Another important goal of the Global Peace Festival is to celebrate 
the common universal values shared by all faiths. 

Religious and spiritual leaders must lead the peace process. Instead of 
advocating their own narrow doctrinal perspective, they must lead all 
people of faith to recognize the shared values and principles that come 
from our common heritage in one God. 

I would like to suggest that Malaysia second the motion that my fa-
ther made in the United Nations to establish an Inter-religious Council of 
faith leaders, similar to the UN Security Council. This new UN council 
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could be the forum for all faiths to find common ground and lead the 
peace process.  

In addition, I believe the United Nations itself needs to recognize the 
centrality and sovereignty of God in its discussions on human rights and 
peace. Without a spiritual precedent rooted in our common heritage, fun-
damental human rights will continue to be abused.  

Let us therefore be bold tonight and dare to dream big! The greatest 
dream of all is “One Family under God.” It should be the clarion call for 
our age.  

The power of one human family united can quell the turmoil of con-
flict throughout the world – from the conflict in the Middle East, to the 
final remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula, to the poverty 
and disease of Africa and to the civil, ethnic and national strife of Eurasia. 

As we stand under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors, let us make a 
solemn pledge to lead the world to peace by realizing the dream to create 
“One Family under God.” 

Then, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and 
prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred both at 
home and in the far corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all!  Let us 
own the dream to create “One Family under God.” 

May God bless you and your families, this great nation of Malaysia 
and all the nations represented here at the Global Peace Festival!  

Terima Kasay! 

Thank you very much! 
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SEOUL, KOREA 
November 6-9, 2008 
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New Hope For Korean 

Reunification 

Can Korea ever be reunited? That was the urgent question posed 
separately to a crowd of tens of thousands at the Global Peace Festival 
in Seoul’s Yoido Plaza, and to a smaller but highly placed group of 
more than 600 people at the Korean National Assembly.  

Congressmen and women and representatives of the international 
diplomatic community in Seoul gathered November 7-9 for a frank and 
often outspoken debate on the need for new strategies for the reunifi-
cation of Korea, the last divided nation on earth. The UPF’s Interna-
tional Leadership Conference also included 177 delegates from 55 
nations gathered in Seoul to celebrate the Global Peace Festival.  

 

A view of the massive crowd at the Global Peace Festival Korea at Yoido Plaza 
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The Hon. Young-sun Song, a National Assemblywoman and Co-
chair of the International Leadership Conference, outlined the case for 
a new approach to peacemaking. “The current Six-Party talks are pro-
ducing only one winner, and that is North Korea,” she said. “The more 
we talk, and the more aid we send to the North – more than US$6.7 
billion already – the more the North develops its nuclear and military 
capabilities.” 

Mr. Cheol-hwan Kang, a defector from North Korea who now 
works for the Chosun Ilbo newspaper in Seoul, agreed that the North 
Korean leaders were being manipulative, but explained: “The reality is 
that the ordinary people of North Korea are in a disastrous situation. 
More than three million have already died from hunger. Human rights 
are almost non-existent, and even the deployment of more and more 
troops on the Chinese border is failing to prevent the flow of North 
Koreans wanting to defect.” 
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The seminar featured panelists from each of the nations participat-
ing in the Six-Party talks that are the current framework for the peace 
process on the peninsula. In turn, each panelist outlined the primary 
and often conflicting concerns of their nations. With common land 
borders with North Korea, China and Russia are very cautious about 
any sudden changes. In contrast, the Japanese focus on the human 
rights abuses in the North, especially the much-publicized abductions 
of Japanese citizens to train as North Korean agents.  
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Dr. Victor Cha, former US National Security Director for Asian 
Affairs at the White House, sounded a more optimistic note. “The US-
ROK alliance remains one of the most underrated,” he said. After a 
low point in 2002 following death of two Korean girls accidentally run 
down by a US military vehicle, the alliance has gone from strength to 
strength, with ROK troops a key US ally in Iraq and playing peace-
keeping roles in other nations. 

 

“The key task facing the United States now is to prepare for 
change in the North,” Cha said. “Kim Jong-il is not well, and there is 
no clear line of succession. The US and the ROK may very soon need 
a ‘concept plan’ to deal with the possibility of a collapse or implosion 
of the regime.” 

“The relationship between Korea and the United States is at a new 
turning point,” said Hon. Hyong O Kim, Speaker of the Korean Na-
tional Assembly, “and we hope that the election of Barack Obama will 
provide an opportunity for a new beginning for our two nations.” 
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A moving ceremony honored veterans representing the 16 nations 
of the United Nations Forces that defended South Korea after the 
1950North Korean invasion. “We’re proud to have spilled blood and 
treasure to help a young nation be free, a decision that has been vindi-
cated by the progress this country has made.” said H.E. Peter Rowe, 
the Australian Ambassador to Korea in a greeting to the veterans. 
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“The Philippines is also proud” said Ambassador Luis T. Cruz. 
“Over 7,000 Filipino soldiers served here in Korea, and for 116 it be-
came their final resting place. We must not let the young generation 
forget the price of freedom.” 

 

Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, the International President of the Universal 
Peace Federation, spoke to the need for the inclusion of faith leaders in 
a new peace process that would bring the conflict on the Korean pe-
ninsula to a final conclusion. “We only need to look back to the last 
century to recognize the futility of tackling the world’s problems 
through the same old military, economic, political, and diplomatic solu-
tions,” he said. “Dealing with the symptoms of global crisis and con-
flict and ignoring the root cause just will not work. Without a 
foundation in the universal principles that come from God, there can 
be no lasting human rights and no peace.” 
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Despite Korea’s profound spiritual traditions going back over a 
thousand years, Dr. Moon said that the current situation was worrying. 
“The fact is that North Korea has become an atheistic, secular society, 
while here in the South we are seeing religious conflict as an increasing 
source of tension in our nation,” he said. “We are in danger of losing 
our most valuable spiritual and moral traditions. This is why the vision 
of ‘One Family under God’ is so important for Korea at this time.” 

Rev. Jim Swilley and Bishop William Sheals, leaders of two fast-
growing megachurches in the United States, representing the many 
faith leaders supporting the Global Peace Festival, strongly agreed. 
“Peace is always possible with God,” said Swilley, speaking later that 
evening at an Opening Banquet for the Global Peace Festival, “even 
when it seems impossible from the perspective of men.” 



             ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD                              153 

 

 

“Humanity is now entering a new era—the era of heaven that 
turns the world upside down,” said UPF Founder, the Rev. Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon. “The time of suffering for both God and human beings 
is coming to an end. We are in a new era of peace when all humanity 
can live as ‘One Family under God.’” 
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On Sunday, November 9, the Global Peace Festival took its mes-
sage of hope and reunification to the streets in a rousing appeal to the 
citizens of Seoul and Korea to stand up for peace. Tens of thousands 
came out to voice their support for peaceful reunification. 

 

Dr. Hyun Jin Moon speaks at the Global Peace Festival, Korea. Despite fore-
casts of rain, the weather was perfect. 
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“It is no coincidence that today a Korean, Ban Ki-moon, serves as 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations,” said Dr. Hyun Jin Moon 
in his GPF keynote address. “I believe that it is God’s will for Korea to 
work anew with the international community of nations and lead the 
peace process. Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of 
all, to create ‘One Family under God.’” 

Religious leaders from more than a dozen faiths joined an in-
terfaith reconciliation ceremony in front of a cheering and enthu-
siastic crowd 

 

Interfaith ‘peace waters’ ceremony is introduced by Dr. Hyung Jin Moon, Presi-
dent of the Family Federation 
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Challenges Facing  

US-Korea Relations 

Dr. Victor Cha 

Director, Asian Studies, and DS Song-Korea Foundation Chair, Georgetown Univer-
sity, United States 

The alliance between the US and the Republic of Korea (ROK) re-
mains one of the most underrated alliances in the history of international 
relations today. 

When the alliance was first formed in 1953, there was no preceding 
history of interaction (aside from minor commercial exchanges and mis-
sionary activities in the 1800s) and no common values as a frame of refer-
ence. In fact, the US knew virtually nothing about the country when it 
received the Japanese surrender in the southern half in 1945, and it knew 
only marginally more when it committed to defend the South in 1950 as a 
bulwark against communism and a front line of defense for Japan. Ko-
rea’s value to the US was never intrinsic and always strategic (i.e., keeping 
it out of the adversary’s camp). 

After a war that took over 54,000 American lives, Washington found 
itself with a poor, war-torn ally that US Agency for International Devel-
opment officials estimated would not advance beyond an agrarian econ-
omy. Its leaders, although rabidly anti-communist, trampled upon the 
rights of their citizens in ways that embarrassed Washington, sometimes 
compelling the US to intervene quietly to save political dissident leaders 
from execution. 

Even after Korea democratized in 1987, the growth of anti-American 
sentiment, attacks on American soldiers in Seoul, and the burning of the 
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American flag by radical Korean students angered many Americans who 
believed the Koreans were ungrateful and that the alliance’s days were 
numbered. 

The alliance, however, has always managed to surprise its critics. An 
agrarian economy with a post-Korean war income per capita of $100 
morphed into the 12th largest economy with an income per capita over 
$20,000 in a matter of decades. The country saw a peaceful democratic 
transition sweep out decades of military dictatorship that became a model 
for the developing world. 

The South Korean armed forces, trained and equipped by the US, 
grew to stand with its ally in wars stretching from Vietnam in the 1970s 
— where the ROK military constituted the largest contingent next to the 
US — to Iraq in 2007 — where the ROK once constituted the third-
largest ground contingent. South Koreans are participating in UN peace-
keeping operations missions in Lebanon and in East Timor. They are ex-
panding overseas development assistance and fitting a profile as a standup 
global citizen. 

I want to draw your attention to the most important challenges I see 
in the near future. 

Ratification of the US-ROK free trade agreement (KORUS) 

Signed on June 30, 2007, the KORUS Free Trade Agreement is the 
most commercially significant free trade agreement in over two decades. 
Korea is the United States’ seventh-largest trading partner and the US is 
Korea’s second-largest market. 

KORUS constitutes the single largest bilateral free trade agreement 
(FTA) negotiated by the United States, and the second largest FTA next 
to the North American Free Trade Agreement. The agreement has clear 
economic benefits for both sides. Nearly 95 percent of bilateral trade in 
consumer and industrial products will become duty-free within three 
years of the agreement. 
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The economic benefits of the FTA’s ratification are clear, but per-
haps more important, the agreement represents the elevation of the US-
ROK relationship to a higher plane of interaction. Koreans are always 
looking for ways to improve bilateral ties and increase “trust” in the rela-
tionship, and there could be no more important way of doing this than 
through the FTA. 

An inability to ratify this agreement would be seen as an undeniable 
setback in the evolution and growth of the alliance. Moreover, people un-
derestimate how important the KORUS FTA is to the vision of a larger 
free trade area of the Asia-Pacific. With the breakdown of multilateral 
trade forums such as the Doha Round of talks, one scenario for advanc-
ing free trade is the cobbling together of bilateral FTAs into a pluri-lateral 
arrangement. In this regard, the KORUS FTA is seen as a high-quality 
agreement that could offer a model for other major economic agree-
ments, unlike the superficial FTAs negotiated by China. 

Perhaps more important, however, the implications of non-
ratification could extend more broadly to the American position in Asia. 
Protectionist rhetoric out of the US Congress over the last two years is 
high, and Asians are nervously watching what this all means. America’s 
support of free trade is undeniably one of the components of its leader-
ship and preeminent position in Asia. 

A new US administration that opposed free trade and did not act on 
the KORUS FTA would be recorded in history as being the administra-
tion that effectively walked away from free trade, and with this, yielded its 
leadership position in Asia to China. No FTA is perfect, and the KORUS 
FTA may have flaws that need to be reviewed, but ratification of this 
agreement needs to be treated not just as an alliance issue, but as a larger 
strategic issue for the promotion of free trade in Asia and for the strength 
of the US position in Asia. 
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North Korea’s nuclear weapons 

The US has worked with China, South Korea, Japan, Russia, and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to create a denucleariza-
tion roadmap, known as the September 2005 Joint Statement of the Six 
Party Talks. The first implementation step was taken with the July 2007 
shutdown of the Yongbyon nuclear facility from which the DPRK made 
plutonium for nuclear bombs, and the reintroduction of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency for the first time in five years.  

In accordance with the February 13, 2007 Initial Actions agreement 
and the October 2007 “Second Phase” agreement, the Six Parties sought 
to achieve a full declaration (including highly enriched uranium, pluto-
nium, and nuclear devices) and permanent disablement of all DPRK nuc-
lear facilities and activities. 

Despite delays, on June 26, 2008, North Korea destroyed the cooling 
tower at the Yongbyon reactor, and provided a nuclear declaration, effec-
tively taking the world a step further in denuclearizing the DPRK than 
ever before. 

The Clinton administration ended its two terms in office having 
achieved a freeze-for-compensation formula with international monitor-
ing of Yongbyon in exchange for supplies of heavy fuel oil. The Bush 
administration leaves to the next administration a status quo that has ad-
vanced beyond a freeze of the DPRK nuclear program to a permanent 
disablement of the plutonium-based facilities at Yongbyon. 

As long as the next American president pursues diplomacy (positive 
and, if necessary, coercive) through the Six Party talks to denuclearize 
North Korea, this will help to minimize the room for differences with 
Seoul. A good indicator of this was Seoul’s positive response to the Bush 
administration’s October 2008 decision to remove North Korea from the 
terrorism blacklist in exchange for Pyongyang’s agreement on a verifica-
tion protocol for its June 2008 nuclear declaration. 
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Many in Washington characterized Bush’s decision to prematurely 
de-list a country he once put in the axis of evil as a move by an adminis-
tration desperate for good news. The de-listing came after North Korean 
missile tests, the ejection of international inspectors from previously 
locked-down nuclear facilities, and some good doses of fiery rhetoric 
against Seoul. 

The ROK, however, viewed it as a positive step that put in place a 
verification scheme that can facilitate the continued disabling and degrad-
ing of the North’s nuclear capabilities. 

In the end, the capacity for Washington and Seoul to stay on the 
same page regarding North Korea and the Six Party talks will depend on 
their relative patience in managing the “dilemma of DPRK unreasonable-
ness.” What this means is that Washington and Seoul engage in a Six Par-
ty process in which every agreement is negotiated with painstaking care; 
parties hammer out specific quid pro quos, timelines, and the synchroni-
zation of steps, with concomitant rewards and penalties. Yet sooner or 
later, Pyongyang demands more than it was promised or does less than it 
should. While everyone accepts that North Korea is being unreasonable, 
they also realize that a failure of the agreement could mean the failure of 
the talks and the precipitation of yet another crisis. 

At the core of the fall 2008 impasse, for example, was the North's 
spurious claim that its June nuclear declaration was sufficient for it to be 
taken off the US terrorism blacklist and that verification of the declara-
tion was not part of the deal. As former deputy negotiator for the US del-
egation to the Six Party talks, I can attest that the North Koreans fully 
understood our need for verification as far back as the September 2005 
joint statement and the February 2007 "first phase" and October 2007 
"second phase" implementation agreements, as did Seoul and the other 
participants. 

Yet while all express outrage at Pyongyang's petulance when it reneg-
es on agreements, the parties, including South Korea, end up pressing the 
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United States — knowing full well that the North is at fault and is travers-
ing the bounds of fairness and good faith but certain that the only chance 
of progress lies in American reasonableness. The result is that any addi-
tional American flexibility is widely perceived in the region as evidence of 
American leadership but is viewed in Washington as some combination 
of desperation and weakness. How well Seoul and Washington manage 
this balance will be important. 

Human rights 

Human rights is one aspect of the DPRK problem on which the US 
and ROK have hardly been on the same page. During the Kim Young 
Sam presidency, the ROK took a fairly tough line on human rights abuses 
by the DPRK, demanding among other things that Pyongyang return 
South Korean prisoners of war. Kim also criticized the Clinton adminis-
tration for moving forward with its nuclear and political talks with the 
North in spite of ROK concerns. 

Some ten years later, George W. Bush made North Korea human 
rights abuses a major part of his policy, appointing the first-ever special 
envoy for DPRK human rights abuses, overseeing the creation of pro-
grams for the first-ever resettlement of DPRK refugees in the United 
States, and inviting North Korean defectors into the Oval Office. 

Having seen President Bush interact with these individuals, I believe 
his concerns for the people of North Korea were truly heartfelt. Yet in 
terms of alliance relations, Bush’s emphasis on human rights did not sit 
well with the Kim Dae Jung or Roh Moo Hyun governments, who per-
ceived many of these US actions as code for a neoconservative desire to 
collapse the regime. Seoul categorically refused to make critical statements 
about DPRK human rights abuses, refused to vote for UN resolutions, 
and only with great difficulty agreed to language in US-ROK joint state-
ments discussing the dire conditions of the North Korean people. 
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A new US administration and the current Lee government in South 
Korea have the opportunity to reboot and realign their relative positions 
on human rights. Bush and Lee, both deeply religious men, took a step in 
this direction, agreeing to include a specific reference to DPRK human 
rights problems in their 2008 joint statement. And the ROK under Lee 
has voted for the annual UN resolution on North Korean human rights 
abuses (previous ROK governments did not). But there is clearly room 
for more coordination here. Seoul could appoint its own special envoy for 
DPRK human rights, who could host the first international conference 
on the issue. Washington and Seoul could explore ways to integrate better 
the relief of the North Korean people’s suffering into the otherwise ste-
rile nuclear negotiations. 

Whatever the specific measures, the benchmark for the US and the 
ROK should be to move beyond an agreement in words to achieving 
measurable steps that improve the lives of the people in the North. 

Preparation for change in North Korea. 

Kim Jong Il is not well. While it is difficult to confirm anything, it is 
fairly clear that the 66-year-old dictator’s physical well-being has reached a 
tipping point. He underwent at least one heart procedure in 2007 and 
likely another in 2008, based on foreign press reports. Already partially 
paralyzed, another stroke could be fatal. Unlike the last leadership transi-
tion, there is no clear line of succession to any of his three sons. 

The upshot for the US-ROK alliance is the need to begin quiet but 
serious discussions about how to prepare for sudden change in North 
Korea. While there are well-laid plans to deal with a second North Ko-
rean invasion, there is a less well-developed discussion on how to contend 
with a collapse or implosion of the regime. During the Roh Moo Hyun 
government, moreover, coordination between the two allies on this issue 
was stopped by Seoul. The concern at the time by Roh was that such 
planning could be interpreted by the North as an active plan to collapse 
the regime, which would negatively impact Seoul’s much-desired North-
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South engagement and could impact Pyongyang’s cooperation in Six Par-
ty talks. 

Such planning needs to be restarted in earnest and in depth. A whole 
host of questions about metrics and the division of responsibilities would 
have to be on the table. Here is just a sampling: How does one determine 
whether the loss of political control in the North is severe enough to war-
rant intervention by outside powers? Upon what authority should such an 
intervention take place: US-ROK alliance, Six Party talks, United Na-
tions? What would be the division of labor in an intervention? 

The primary forum for this coordination should begin with the US-
ROK alliance. Once agreement is reached, the circle should expand to a 
trilateral consultation including Japan. Following this, coordination 
should begin among the US, ROK, and China. The commodity sought 
through such US-ROK-China planning discussions is not trust (an over-
used term in Asian diplomacy); instead, it is transparency. Transparency 
— knowing what the other side is doing in a contingency and why they 
are doing it — is the most valuable commodity in a crisis. South Korea 
might balk at involving so many parties in what Koreans believe to be 
their national destiny. However, a collapse of the North is simply too sig-
nificant an event not to warrant international attention, and Koreans 
would be best advised to actively engage in such multilateral planning in 
order to shape such a plan to their own interests and expertise. 

One can appreciate the political sensitivity of such discussions. Plan-
ning in the event of a collapse in the North could easily be misinterpreted 
as planning to collapse the North. But such talks need to take place quiet-
ly. Whatever “plan” that emerges could easily be rendered moot on the 
first day of the crisis; however, the process of planning helps to create di-
alogue and some sense of familiarity with each other’s intentions and 
priorities. The value of such transparency cannot be overestimated. 
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Conclusion 

Koreans have long believed their national division is a historical ab-
erration, and have long sought unification albeit at some distant time in 
the future. However, their wishes may be fulfilled sooner than they think. 
Multilateral planning for such an event among the United States, Korea, 
and China would be both wise and expedient. Otherwise, what is always 
seen as “tomorrow’s dream,” could soon become “today’s problem.” 
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GPF Korea Keynote Speech 

Yoido Plaza 

November 9, 2008 

Honored guests from around the world, Ladies and Gentlemen; wel-
come to Global Peace Festival in beautiful Seoul, Korea! 

Over the last few days, the eyes of the world have been focused on 
the presidential elections in the United States, hoping to witness history in 
the making.  

 “Change, yes we can” has become the slogan of not only a success-
ful campaign but a message of hope at a time of national and global crisis.  

Of course, change for the sake of change is not enough. The goal 
and direction of that change is far more important. In this time where 
hope and expectation are mixed with uncertainty, the Global Peace Fes-
tivals are providing a new vision and direction for a fast-growing interna-
tional movement of peace. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Paraguay, we helped smooth the first 
democratic transfer of power between civilian governments in that South 
American nation. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Kenya, Prime Minister Raila Odinga 
said that our efforts had played an important role in ending violence after 
disputed elections brought rival tribes to the brink of civil war. 

In Mongolia, another nation recovering from post-election violence, 
the President of Mongolia and leader of the People’s Revolutionary Party 
told us that the vision of One Family Under God was absolutely needed 
for the spiritual life and development of his country. 
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In Mindanao, Philippines, where religious strife has been the most 
intense, we managed to bring Christians and Muslims together through 
the Global Peace Festival. The Governor of Mindanao said that this ef-
fort represented the best hope for reconciling long-standing religious con-
flicts. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Malaysia, a Muslim nation with sev-
eral prominent religious minorities, the Honorable Mahathir Mohammed, 
who served as Prime Minister for 22 years, said that the time had come 
for the leaders of Islam and all religions to make a new commitment to 
work together. Tens of thousands came out to pledge that Malaysia would 
become a world capital for peace. 

The Global Peace Festival is all the more relevant here in Korea, a 
peninsula and a people divided for more than half a century. The world is 
looking to us, the last divided nation on earth, to quickly unite and to take 
a leading role to bring this region and the world to peace and prosperity. 

In order to articulate a meaningful vision for peace, we need to admit 
that we have to be bold and break new ground if we are to go beyond the 
failures of our past.  

We only need to look back to the last century to recognize the futility 
of tackling the world’s problems through the same old military, economic, 
political and diplomatic solutions. Dealing with only the symptoms of 
global crisis and conflict and ignoring the root cause just will not work. 

Conflict begins when we fail to follow the dictates of our conscience 
and fail to recognize our common heritage in God. That is why even the 
grand vision behind the League of Nations, and later the United Nations 
was unable to prevent the 20th century from being the bloodiest era in 
human history. 

When we consider the number of wars and conflicts that continue to 
plague humanity, it is clear that the world needs a new vision of peace for 
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the 21st Century. Unlike the secular thinking of our recent past, it should 
be a spiritual vision, rooted in time-enduring values.  

That vision is “One Family under God!” 

The one who has taken on the mantle to champion this vision 
around the world is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon.  

After receiving this revelation on a cold Easter Sunday, seventy three 
years ago, he has devoted his entire life, resources and wealth to the ful-
fillment of that dream. To my father, the dream of building “One Family 
under God” is not the dream of just one man, one woman, or one family 
but a dream that belongs to all humanity and, most of all, to God. 

The Importance of the Family 

Let us take a moment and think about family. The family represents 
the most intimate of human relationships. We use familial terms to de-
scribe the closeness of any relationship saying, “that person is like my fa-
ther, like my mother, my brother, my sister, my son and like my 
daughter.” 

The model of the extended family as the foundation for a stable so-
ciety and nation is an important part of Korean culture. Our traditions of 
filial piety and respect for elders are significant contributions to human 
civilization. 

The family is the school of love. We love our family in order to learn 
to love humanity in its richness and diversity. Before we call ourselves 
Buddhist, Christian or Confucian, or see ourselves as black, white, or yel-
low, or identify ourselves as Korean, American or Japanese, we are first 
and foremost the sons and daughters of God and members of his eternal 
family. 

We should own the dream to realize “One Family under God” one 
family at a time, by uplifting all families beyond race, nationality or creed.  
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The Unification of Korea 

This vision of “One Family under God” is deeply rooted in Korea’s 
spiritual heritage. One of the oldest civilizations on earth, Korean history 
begins with the creation myth of Tangun.  

The idea of God or heaven was the unifying theme in the formation 
of this nation and its people, and has always been seen as the force that 
molded its national character and sense of destiny. This national spirit to 
align to a Heavenly Will has made Korea a model nation of religious har-
mony and tolerance, allowing all faiths to flourish here in Korea unlike 
anywhere else in the world. 

Today, however the fact is that North Korea has become an atheis-
tic, secular society. Here in the South, for the first time we are seeing reli-
gious conflict as a source of tension in our nation.  

The tragic breakdown of so many Korean marriages and families is 
another worrying development that represents a deep fracture in our na-
tional psyche.  

We are in danger of losing our most valuable spiritual and moral tra-
ditions. This is why the vision of “One Family under God” is so impor-
tant for Korea at this time.  

33 years ago, my father gathered more than one million Korean citi-
zens, and thousands of delegates from 60 nations and every religious tra-
dition for an epic freedom rally right here at Yoido Plaza.  

On that memorable day, he warned that the ideology of secular hu-
manism could never bring peace in our nation. He said national unifica-
tion could only take place when we realize we are all the children of God, 
with equal rights and responsibilities before heaven. 

When that happens, Korea will become a nation that could lead all 
the people of the world to peace. Through the Global Peace Festival, we 
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are gathering once again to awaken this nation to fulfill its providential 
calling. 

A New Interfaith Initiative 

Religious and spiritual leaders must lead this peace process. Instead 
of advocating their own narrow doctrinal perspective, they must help all 
people of faith to recognize the shared values and principles that come 
from our common heritage in one God. 

Through the Universal Peace Federation’s interfaith gatherings in the 
Middle East, Christians, Muslims and Jews are rediscovering their com-
mon heritage in Abraham. They are realizing that they have more in 
common than the issues that currently divide them, and that they are 
brothers and sisters of faith longing equally for peace and reconciliation. 

We have discovered that relations between faith traditions are not 
about mere toleration of one another's prayers and rituals. A true inter-
faith experience is a celebration of the core principles that bind all God-
affirming people together as one family.  
All human beings are endowed with inalienable human rights that come 
from the creator. Without God, there can be no lasting peace. Therefore, 
our religious leaders must come together to lead this nation to return to 
its spiritual roots and recognize the sovereignty of God. 

In fact, this is the dream of all people of faith. Korea, with its unique 
cultural and spiritual traditions should be the leading nation in bringing 
this dream to fruition under the banner of One Family Under God. 

The Impact of GPF 

Creating a culture of service is another core goal of the Global Peace 
Festival and a necessary step for peace. We are creating a new spirit of vo-
lunteerism and peaceful cooperation around the world, and changing na-
tions with this vision of peace. 
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In Paraguay, more than 10,000 high school and college students 
spent weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of Asunción. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Washington, DC, we worked with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs and the Points of Light Institute as well as many 
local charities to feed the hungry and less fortunate in the America’s capi-
tal.  

In Kenya more than 70,000 volunteers helped clean the polluted 
banks of the Nairobi River, known as the dirtiest river in Africa. In Mon-
golia, volunteers from Service for Peace and a dozen other agencies are 
working all over the country in the spirit of living for the sake of others. 

In Malaysia, college and high school students initiated the “Power of 
10 cents anti-poverty drive” in support of the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.In Albania, thousands have joined the “One Student One 
Tree” tree planting project. 

Here in Korea, we are working to create sister relationships between 
North and South Korean cities through a grass roots service movement. 
The Mayor of Suwon has already committed to supporting this project, 
and I would encourage other cities to do the same so it can be expanded 
throughout the nation.  

In this way we can bring reconciliation and peace to our divided na-
tional family.Taking this one step further, I’d like to see Korea’s faith-
based and community partners joining with those of other countries to 
establish a Global Peace Corps. 

Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by side in 
service. Any misunderstandings and hatred that existed would fade away 
as they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common purpose and cause. 

As we gather here for the Global Peace Festival in Seoul Korea, we 
must revive our nation’s proud traditions and expand this dream of peace 
throughout the peninsula, the region and the world through the universal 
vision of “One Family under God.”  
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This should be the clarion call of our age! As my father said in a re-
cent Peace Message, the time has come: 

“to tear down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and 
country, and establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished 
desire.”  

The power of one human family united, can quell the turmoil of con-
flict throughout the world---from the strife and poverty of Africa, to the 
conflict in the Middle East, and the final remnant of the Cold War here 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

We stand at the threshold of a new “Pacific Rim” era, an age of last-
ing peace that is beginning here in Asia.  

It is no coincidence that today a Korean, Ban Ki-moon, serves as the 
Secretary General of the United Nations. I believe that it is God’s Will for 
Korea to work with the international community of nations and lead the 
peace process. 

As Koreans and citizens of the world, let us make a solemn pledge 
under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors to dream the greatest dream of 
all, and own the vision of “One Family under God.”  

Then, surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and 
prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred both at 
home and in the far corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all!  

Let us own the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless this great 
nation of Korea!  

Thank you very much! 
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TOKYO, JAPAN 
November 15-18, 2008 
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Fifty Thousand Stand Up for Peace 

Tokyo, Japan: Nov 15: Fifty thousand people crammed in to 
Tokyo’s Ajinomoto Stadium for the latest in a series of spectacular 
successes for the Global Peace Festival. One of the largest interfaith 
gatherings ever held in Japan highlighted months of community service 
and outreach aimed at encouraging Japan, already a strong player in aid 
and environmental issues, to become a global force for peace. 

 

On a cool afternoon that threatened rain, an excited crowd was 
kept happy by a wide variety of entertainers, including several Japanese 
TV personalities, Mongolian singing sensation Nominjin, who had per-
formed at the Global Peace Festival in Ulaanbaatar in September, and 
the Kawagoe Fuji Children’s Drum Groups. 
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In his welcoming remarks, Professor Hiroo Suzuki, Chair of the 
GPF Japan Executive Committee, thanked the more than 100 local 
NGO and community service partners, and presented awards to five of 
them for exemplary work in support of the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals. Notable among the many community service projects held 
nationwide in the weeks before the Global Peace Festival was a bottle-
cap-recycling drive started by schoolchildren in the Tokyo area. 
Spurred on by a goal of collecting 400 caps each, more than a million 
caps were turned in by children who arrived at the stadium, enough to 
provide vaccinations for thousands of needy children throughout Asia.  

Suzuki also welcomed the large delegation from the International 
Leadership Conference, which included former heads of state, as well 
as congressional and religious leaders from 55 countries. Religious 
leaders joined in the popular “merging of the waters” ceremony for the 
unity and harmony of the world’s major faiths. 
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Among the keynote speakers at the Festival, Jose de Venecia, Jr. 
long-term Speaker of the Philippine House of Representatives, sug-
gested that the “Golden Rule” – basically, do unto others as you would 
like them to do unto you – is a common ethic in all religious traditions 
and thus could be the basis for a new peace ethic to be promoted in 
the United Nations and in governments around the world. 

 

“No nation is doing more for global peace than Japan, whose for-
eign policy is focused on helping reduce poverty in the world,” said de 
Venecia, “but no democracy, or any other governmental system, can 
succeed without a moral basis, without moral moorings, without a spi-
ritual dimension, without a global ethic, without moral values.” 

The Global Peace Festival Chair, Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, also praised 
Japan for its strong record of Official Development Aid, and called for 
ordinary Japanese citizens to become more involved in voluntary 
peacemaking and service efforts both in Japan and on the world stage. 
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“I’d like to see Japan’s community and volunteer partners joining 
with those of other countries to establish a Global Peace Corps,” he 
said. “Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by 
side in service. Any initial misunderstandings and hatred would fade 
away as they sweat, cry, and laugh together with a common purpose 
and cause.” 

 

The Global Peace Festival moves on this week from Tokyo to 
London, followed by the Solomon Islands, Brazil, and the Philippines. 
By the end of the year, organizers estimate that over a million people 
will have joined the festival worldwide.  
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We Need to Accept Others, 

Not Just Tolerate Them 

Hon. Eduardo Faleiro 

Commissioner for Non-resident Indian Affairs, Government of Goa, India 

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, conflicts are no longer on 
ideological grounds but are basically — or supposedly — about religious 
differences. Therefore, if we want to bring peace to this world in our 
time, religious harmony is crucial. We must understand that all religions 
are different expressions of the same human desire to attain the absolute. 

When the UN was created, religion didn’t have the same importance 
in the world polity that it has today; rather, it was a personal matter. But 
now it is on the public platform; it’s in the political dialogue. It’s so very 
important to have an interreligious council at the UN. It’s important to 
get religious leaders to communicate and to agree on what should be 
done to keep harmony, build peace, and bring people together. 

The United Nations should not only deal with human rights. The 
time has come to understand that every right involves a responsibility. As 
Einstein said, whatever we are is because of others. Gandhi also said that 
whatever happiness we have, we owe to others. Therefore, we have re-
sponsibility toward others, not only rights. What others can do for us is 
just as important as what we can and must do for others. 

We have come a long way since the time the United Nations was 
created. Now, it is necessary to democratize the United Nations and par-
ticularly the Security Council. India is the second most populous country 
in the world and represents almost one-fifth of humankind; it should 
therefore have a seat on the Security Council. So also should Japan, Bra-
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zil, and Germany, just to mention a few. Whatever the composition of the 
new Security Council will be, Africa and the Islamic world should also 
have some voice. Democracy is not only a process within nations, but al-
so among nations. 

Training in conflict resolution is extremely important. Values need to 
be instilled in people when they are young. Therefore, we must promote 
peace education. 

We need religious education that teaches children more than just 
their own religion. They should learn about other religions and under-
stand that all religions are different expressions of the same desire for 
God. All religions fundamentally say, expect, and preach the same things. 

On the question of tolerance, I think we have to move beyond toler-
ance of other religions to acceptance. We should not just tolerate other 
people but accept them as we accept ourselves. 
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GPF Keynote Address Tokyo 

Ajinomoto Stadium 

November 15, 2008 

Honored guests from around the world, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
Welcome to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Tokyo, Japan! 

Over the last few days, the eyes of the world have been focused on 
the results of the presidential elections in the United States, hoping to 
witness history in the making.  

“Change, yes we can” has become the slogan of not only a successful 
campaign but also a message of hope at a time of national and global cri-
sis. Of course, change for the sake of change is not enough. The goal and 
direction of that change is far more important.  

In this time where hope and expectation are mixed with uncertainty, 
the Global Peace Festivals are providing new vision and direction for a 
fast-growing international movement of peace. 

The Impact of GPF 

At the Global Peace Festival in Paraguay, we helped smooth the first 
peaceful and democratic transfer of power between civilian governments 
in that South American nation. 

In Kenya, Prime Minister Raila Odinga said our efforts played an 
important role in ending violence after disputed elections had rival tribes 
at the brink of civil war. 

The President of Mongolia, the leader of the People’s Revolutionary 
Party, told us that the vision of the Global Peace Festival was absolutely 
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needed for the spiritual life and development of his country as it recov-
ered from post-election violence. 

In Mindanao, Philippines, where religious strife has been the most 
intense, we managed to bring Christians and Muslims together through 
the Global Peace Festival. The Governor of Mindanao said that this ef-
fort represented the best hope for reconciling long-standing conflicts. 

In Malaysia, a Muslim nation with several prominent minorities, the 
Honorable Mahathir Mohammed, Prime Minister for 22 years, said the 
leaders of Islam and all religions must make a new commitment to work 
together. Tens of thousands came out to pledge that Malaysia would be-
come the Southeast Asia capital for peace. 

Just a few days ago in Korea, where religious conflict has recently 
emerged as yet another obstacle to reunification, we challenged religious 
leaders to move beyond narrow sectarian thinking in order to bring the 
last divided nation on earth together as one. 

Without peace on the Korean peninsula, there can be no peace or 
lasting security for Japan. Japan must take a leading role in bringing peace 
to Northeast Asia and all the nations of the Pacific Rim. 

The need for a new vision 

To articulate a meaningful vision for peace, we need to admit that we 
have to be bold and break new ground if we are to go beyond the failures 
of our past. We only need to look back to the last century to recognize 
the futility of tackling the world’s problems through the same old military, 
economic, political and diplomatic solutions.  

Dealing with only the symptoms of global crisis and ignoring the 
root cause just will not work. Conflict begins when we fail to follow the 
dictates of our conscience and fail to recognize our common heritage in 
God.  
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That is why even the grand vision behind the League of Nations, and 
later the United Nations was unable to prevent the 20th century from be-
ing the bloodiest era in human history. 

When we consider the number of wars and conflicts that plague hu-
manity, it is clear that the world needs a new vision for the 21st Century. 
Unlike the secular thinking of our past, this should be a spiritual vision, 
rooted in time-enduring values.  That vision is “One Family under God!” 

The one who has taken on the mantle to champion this vision 
around the world is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun 
Myung Moon. He has devoted his entire life and resources to the fulfill-
ment of that dream.  

To my father, the dream of building “One Family under God” is not 
the dream of just one man, one woman, or one family but the dream that 
belongs to all humanity and, most of all, to God. 

The True Family Model for Peace 

Why is the family the cornerstone of peace? First and foremost, the 
family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality and religion 
we are all members of families. 

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human relation-
ships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any relationship 
saying, “that person is like my father, like my mother, my brother, my sis-
ter, my son and like my daughter.”  

The family is the school of love where we can learn to love humanity 
in its richness and diversity. Filial piety, respect for elders and the ex-
tended family as well as the society has been one of the most notable and 
beautiful traditions of Japan. 

Today however, there are many worrying trends in Japanese society. 
Young people have been involved in all kinds of bizarre crimes that have 
been sensationalized even in the international media.  
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The tragic breakdown of so many Japanese families is another pro-
found challenge. Marriage and family are the fundamental building blocks 
of any society, but Japan, like Korea and the United States, is in danger of 
losing her most valuable institutions and traditions. 

Interfaith efforts for Peace 

Many great minds agree that the greatest threat to global peace and 
development today is religious narrow-mindedness. This week at the 
United Nations, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, President George 
Bush and other international leaders are meeting in high-level session to 
discuss the urgency of a new interfaith effort to create peace. 

Promoting genuine interfaith understanding is an important goal of 
the Global Peace Festival. Through the Universal Peace Federation’s 
work in the Middle East, Christians, Muslims and Jews are rediscovering 
their common heritage in Abraham.  

They are realizing that they have more in common than the issues 
that currently divide them, and are brothers and sisters of faith longing 
equally for peace and reconciliation. 

We have discovered that relations between faith traditions are not 
about mere toleration of one another's prayers and rituals. A true inter-
faith experience is a celebration of the core principles that bind all people 
together as one family.  

Before we call ourselves Christian, Buddhist or Shinto, or see our-
selves as black, white, or yellow, or identify ourselves as Japanese, Ko-
rean, American, we are the sons and daughters of God and members of 
his eternal family. 

Maintaining harmonious and productive relationships between the 
many different races, religions and creeds will be one of the most signifi-
cant challenges facing all nations in the Pacific Rim Era.  
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There are already more than two million foreign residents living in 
Japan, and the number is growing all time. Japan must now become a 
leader in developing a society of peaceful coexistence and cooperation. 
The best way to do that is through creating One Family Under God. 

Japan and the Culture of Service 

Japan is already one of the most generous nations on earth in terms 
of foreign aid. For example, at the recent TICAD 4 conference in Yoko-
hama, Japan again affirmed its commitment to the long term develop-
ment of Africa. Moreover, Japan is without doubt a world leader in 
economics, technology and science. This year Japanese scientists won no 
less than four Nobel prizes. 

However, to fulfill its true potential and destiny as a nation that can 
help usher in a new world of peace, Japan must now develop its moral 
and spiritual leadership to the same degree. 

Building a culture of service is another core goal of the Global Peace 
Festival and a vital step for peace. We are creating a new spirit of volun-
teerism and peaceful cooperation around the world, and changing nations 
with the exciting vision of living for the sake of others. 

In Paraguay, more than 10,000 high school and college students 
spent weeks cleaning almost every park in the capital city of Asunción. At 
the Global Peace Festival in Washington, DC, we worked to feed the 
hungry and less fortunate in America’s capital.  

In Kenya more than 70,000 volunteers helped clean the polluted 
banks of the Nairobi River, known as the “dirtiest river in Africa.”In 
Mongolia, volunteers from Service for Peace and a dozen other agencies 
are working all over the country in the spirit of living for the sake of oth-
ers. In Malaysia, high school and college students started the “Power of 
10 cents anti-poverty drive” in support of the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals. 
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In Albania, thousands have joined the “One Student One Tree” 
project to reverse decades of environmental neglect. In Korea, we are 
working to create sister relationships between North and South Korean 
cities through a grass roots service movement. 

Here in Japan, we have been working on a million family volunteer 
campaign to support the “Love Nature” clean up project. We are collect-
ing bottle caps to pay for inoculations for children in other nations. To 
everyone who has joined us, I’d like to say a heartfelt ‘Thank 
You!’Looking to the future, I’d like to see Japan’s community and volun-
teer partners joining with those of other countries to establish a Global 
Peace Corps. 

Imagine if young people from enemy nations worked side by side in 
service. Any initial misunderstandings and hatred would fade away as they 
sweat, cry and laugh together with a common purpose and cause. 

Call to Action 

As we gather here for the Global Peace Festival in Japan, we must 
revive this nation’s proud traditions and expand her dreams of peace onto 
a global stage through the universal vision of “One Family under God.” 
This should be the clarion call of our age! As my father said in a recent 
Peace Message, the time has come: 

“to tear down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and 
country, and establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished 
desire.” 

The power of one human family united can quell the turmoil of con-
flict throughout the world. It can end the strife and poverty of Africa, the 
conflict in the Middle East, and the final remnant of the Cold War on the 
Korean Peninsula.  

As the world enters a new Pacific Rim Era, Japan must stand up as a 
champion of the dream of peace.Under the steadfast gaze of our ances-



186  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

tors, let us make a solemn pledge to dream the biggest dream of all, to 
lead the world to peace through the vision of “One Family under God.”  

Then, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and 
prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred both here in 
Japan and in the far corners of our world. Together, we can dare to dream 
the greatest dream of all! Let us own the dream to create “One Family 
under God.”  

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless this great 
nation of Japan! Thank you very much!. 
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LONDON, ENGLAND 
November 19-23, 2008 
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London GPF Opens in the House 

of Commons 

The London Global Peace Festival (GPF) began with a standing-
room only plenary discussion hosted at the House of Commons in the 
Palace of Westminster on the topic “New Paradigm in a Time of Glob-
al Crisis.” The discussion, which featured several representatives from 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East, was hosted in the House of 
Commons by Dave Anderson, MP.  

Anderson, who represents Blaydon in Northeast England, recently 
attended the GPF in Kenya and warmly welcomed the delegates from 
over 50 nations. “People who want to make a difference in this world 
are welcome in this House,” he said. 

 



             ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD                              189 

“This work is most important if we are to find peace,” said Rev. 
Marcus Braybooke, President of the World Council of Religions, the 
opening speaker, “We must address the moral vacuum at the center of 
our society and we need leaders whose humility is reflected in their 
public and private life.” 
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The Hon. Amjad Ali Majali, MP from the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan expressed profound frustration with the slow pace of change in 
the Middle East. “We have to make a frank and objective assessment of 
current peace strategies in our region,” he said. “They are not working, 
and terrorism and extremism are almost unaffected. We need to build 
up an infrastructure for peace and we desperately need to teach our 
youth about peaceful coexistence. In short, we need a ‘new moon’ of 
peace” 

 

“Obviously we all agree that good governance is desirable” said 
Ahmed Kabbah, President of Sierra Leone for eight years until 2007. 
“Leaders should always realize that they are servants of the people, in-
cluding their own staff and associates. However, making good gover-
nance an absolute prerequisite for financial aid and support for 
peaceful development still may not the best policy. In times of crisis, 
people who are already suffering from the consequences of bad leader-
ship decisions should not have to pay an additional price.” 
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The next speaker was Mrs. Ida Odinga, wife of the Prime Minister 
of Kenya, the Hon. Raila Odinga and herself chair of Kenya’s league of 
women voters. “Kenya has seen great changes in the past decade, mov-
ing from single party rule to a multiparty democracy and the current 
governing coalition” she said.  

“But after the unexpected outburst of post-election violence last 
year, we realize that our work is just beginning. Now Zimbabwe is fac-
ing the same kind of crisis that we overcame last year, and I hope our 
example, and the record speed in which we struck a peace deal, will be 
instructive.”  

Mrs. Odinga also noted that the work of the International Leader-
ship Conference, and the success of the recent Global Peace Festival in 
Nairobi had also played an important part in stabilizing the country 
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Anton Rop, Prime Minister of Slovenia 2002-2004, spoke about 
the new challenges posed to peace by the current global financial crisis. 
“The well-being of entire nations is being threatened by what Warren 
Buffet has termed ‘weapons of financial mass-destruction’” he said.. 

 

 

 “The task of building a world of peace must start with faith lead-
ers and people of faith,” said Dr. Hyun Jin Moon in his keynote ad-
dress. “My Father has always believed that God works through all faith 
traditions. We need to identify, promote and celebrate our many com-
mon and universal principles, and work to create One Family Under 
God, one family at a time.” 
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Global Peace Festival in London 

Opens New Partnerships 

The Global Peace Festival in London brought together Ambassadors 
for Peace from throughout Europe, Africa, and the Middle East to a wide 
range activities from conferences in elegant settings to service projects in 
inner-city parks and a rousing concert in the ExCel center, one of London’s 
newest and hottest venues. 

 

The International Leadership Conference in the legendary Palm Court Terrace 
at the London Waldorf Hotel. A favorite retreat for Oscar Wilde and other lite-

rary giants, the room also doubled as the state room in the 1954 film, Titanic 

Senior statesmen spoke about their experiences addressing a variety of 
conflict situations, hoping that a new generation of leaders will benefit 
from their insights. Jan-Willem Bertens, a former Dutch Ambassador in 
Central America, described working behind the scenes to defuse tensions 
and bring armed conflicting parties together. H.E. Alfred Moisiu, former 
president of Albania, talked about ways people in the Balkans have been 
working together to rise above historic conflicts. 
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Dr. Thomas G. Walsh, Secretary General of UPF welcomes HE Makarim 
Wibisono to London 

Dr. Thomas G. Walsh, Secretary General of UPF, spoke about the 
needs for a universal values-based approach to form a basis for people of 
diverse races, religions, and nations to live together in peace. Mwalagho 
Kililo, Secretary General, UPF-Africa, explored the spiritual foundations 
of leadership and presentations about UPF’s understanding of the root 
cause of conflict and the principles of restoration were given by Mr. Jack 
Corley and Mr. Michael Balcomb.  

Other speakers included Ambassador Makarim Wibisono, former 
president of the UN Human Rights Council, and Rev. Marcus Braybrooke 
of the World Peace Council, who spoke about the spiritual impulse behind 
the creation of the United Nations. Youth representatives from six religious 
traditions said that young people had a particular responsibility and oppor-
tunity to move beyond barriers created by differing religious practices and 
rituals, and allow the wisdom and universal values of their religions to 
promote human rights and dignity. 
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A second session reviewed the quest for common values in Europe 
throughout 2008, which has been designated the European Year of Inter-
cultural Dialogue. Iman Abduljalil Sajid, Chair of the Task Force for the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, challenged the audience to seek 
new opportunities for interaction among different cultures. 

 

Focus groups addressed topics of broad interest: women’s peace in-
itiatives, marriage and family, interfaith, community cohesion, peace and 
development, and the environment.  

Two Members of Parliament from the UK and one from Germany 
spoke at the Community Cohesion focus group on issues facing immigrant 
and minority communities. Tom Brake talked about countering the grow-
ing alienation, segregation, and lack of cohesion in his own district in Eng-
land as well as urban Europe in general. Andrew Pelling described the need 
to offer young people positive role models and direction, and Bayram Inan 
described the challenges facing Turkish immigrants in Germany. Service 
project organizers, women activists, and religious leaders described ways 
they are building ongoing connections among people of diverse social, 
economic, and religious backgrounds. 
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At the Interfaith focus group, various approaches to interfaith work 
were presented. Speakers explored the potential benefits that cultural di-
versity can bring to communities, emphasizing the need to incorporate the 
entire spectrum of a community in ways that address the needs of all. Ex-
amples were given of bringing people together through housing projects in 
Northern Ireland and interfaith youth service projects. 
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The Main Event 

At 4:30 PM people began entering the exhibition hall at the ExCel 
Centre for the main event. Art exhibits and a dozen information booths 
from various GPF partners on themes of peace attracted much attention.  
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The 3,000 seats in the auditorium quickly filled up, and another 1,000 
people watched the program on a screen in an overflow room. Musicians 
from various backgrounds and styles performed, to the delight of the au-
dience. Dhol drums and bagpipes opened with an exciting East/West fusion 
perfomance, followed by the string section of the Royal Philharmonic Or-
chestra conducted by David Eaton playing Britten’s “Simple Symphony.”  

 

 



             ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD                              199 
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Jhr. Drs. Pieter Beelaerts van Blokland, a former Dutch government 
minister, welcomed Global Peace Festival founder Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, 
who spoke extemporaneously on the theme of “One Family Under God,” a 
message he has been delivering throughout the year to Global Peace Fes-
tivals on five continents. He called upon the crowd to make a commitment 
to interfaith unity, strong families, and selfless service. 

This keynote address was followed by Beatles tribute band, Bernie 
and the Peacemakers featuring Simon and Jo, Twist and Jive champion 
dancers. The music and the moves proved irresistible, and people of all 
ages got out of their seats to dance and mingle with one another to some of 
the most memorable songs. For once, it was not a Hard Day’s Night, and 
the evening concluded happily with the appointments of many new Am-
bassadors for Peace.  

Following the success of GPF London, organizers say they are already 
making plans for a much larger festival in 2010. 
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Prospects for Multiculturalism 

 and Community Cohesion 

Mr. Ted Cantle 

Chair, Community Cohesion Institute, United Kingdom 

Most Western democracies have been “multicultural” for some 50 
years and have gradually developed and extended equal opportunities 
programs and antidiscrimination legislation over that time. Despite this, 
many of our minorities are amongst the most disadvantaged sectors of 
our community and still experience prejudice and unequal life chances. 
Segregation — a term which has taken on different meanings — is not 
being broken down and may even be getting worse, and we are now en-
countering a rise in interethnic conflict, based upon separate identities 
which are more readily reinforced by transnational and diasporic affinities. 
The gradual integration and cohesion of society has been set back, and 
there are new questions about the value of multiculturalism and its impact 
on civic and social solidarity. 

Multiculturalism and identity 

The concept of “multiculturalism” is certainly no longer adequate to 
describe the extent and nature of diversity, and Trevor Phillips, Chair of 
the Commission for Racial Equality, has called for it to be “scrapped” be-
cause of the way it has been used as a means of legitimizing separateness 
and division. “Multiculturalism,” however, did succeed in emphasizing 
that “difference” should be respected and celebrated, rather than feared. 
In that sense, it was helpful as a means of tackling racist views and con-
fronting prejudice. But it has also been used as to justify a wide range of 
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differences — economic, political, social, cultural, physical, etc. — and it 
conflates concepts of nationality, national identity, and group and person-
al affinities. Over the years it has done little to promote any sense of 
commonality and help build bridges between different communities. 

Many proponents of multiculturalism have become so used to resist-
ing attacks on minorities that they will defend all differences automatical-
ly, as though cultural attributes are “natural” and are all worthy of defense 
(and even though they may have supported more liberal principles in 
another context, which would have undermined these differences). 
People are not made up of genetically defined groups, and the ethnic, 
faith, and other boundaries that we create — and defend — are almost 
entirely socially and politically defined. The idea of “people like us” is a 
dangerous concept — which even liberal commentators have been guilty 
of using — and having broken down the myth of separate “races,” we are 
in danger of creating “primordial” faith and ethnic divisions. 

In reality, there are many different conceptions of both majority and 
minority cultures and as much variation within “cultures” as there is be-
tween them. Some may even lack the coherence to be called a “culture,” 
and what do we mean by “culture” anyway? But when identity is instru-
mentalized and under threat — and this can be in respect of either the 
majority and minority groups — we fall back on an exaggerated, almost 
stereotypical, view of ourselves. We inevitably emphasize our differences 
rather than what we have in common. 

The search for identity, then, is like chasing shadows, and much 
greater emphasis should be placed on how we actually relate to each oth-
er, allowing relationships to grow. This should develop in the form of a 
common sense of belonging and is not restricted to “common culture.” 
Society also grows from political interaction between the state and indi-
viduals and among individuals themselves. The ongoing debate about ex-
penditure priorities, the extent and nature of welfare provision, the 
regulation of the local environment and the economy as a whole, as much 
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as the everyday discourse of social activities, builds a policy unity — even 
if only a framework within which we can disagree. Social and political 
capital and the sense of trust upon which they depend can only be built 
by dialogue and exchange. The once derided notions of citizenship and 
community are beginning to be reasserted, and the concept of nationality, 
as opposed to the more ephemeral notion of national identity, should also 
take its place in the lexicon of cohesion. Our nationality, together with 
membership of our local “state,” must provide a basis for political dis-
course, and often the only means by which we can contribute to an inter-
national and wider debate. 

Segregation and separateness 

However, the historic pattern of settlement means that the possibili-
ties for such interaction are limited. The development of “multicultural-
ism” since the Second World War has reinforced, rather than broken 
down, the many forms of segregation and separation. One of the most 
surprising statistics is that in 1961, London contained 47 percent of the 
black and minority ethnic population and the West Midlands conurbation 
14 percent, and some 40 years later the figures are almost exactly the 
same. A small proportion of the black and minority ethnic population has 
moved into predominantly white areas over the years, but the areas with a 
high concentration of minorities have generally been reinforced by new 
migrants and have also suffered from “white flight,” with the same pat-
tern remaining. The expected integration has simply not happened. 

The fact is that, while Britain describes itself as a multicultural socie-
ty, most people do not live in multicultural communities. Even though 
most of the ethnic minority populations live in London and a few other 
regional capitals, the white population dominates most of the rest of the 
country, with areas such as the north-east, Wales and the south-west be-
ing almost exclusively white. And in areas that are more mixed, the sepa-
ration is often just as evident, with most towns and cities divided on a 
neighborhood basis. “White flight” means that cities are losing some of 
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their white population to suburban and rural areas and, meanwhile, the 
black and minority ethnic community is growing because of inward mi-
gration and natural factors. The different populations are then becoming 
more concentrated — and more divided. 

The term “segregation” is often used to describe this separation, but 
it is not wholly appropriate, as it would suggest that divisions have been 
imposed by law. Clearly, there is no such regime in force, but to call it 
“self-segregation,” in which some people prefer to live in an area domi-
nated by their own ethnic or faith group, is also not adequate. Locational 
choices are often constrained by socioeconomic factors, the lack of ap-
propriate social and cultural facilities, the availability of suitable schools, 
and, most of all, by real concerns about the lack of safety and security in 
other areas. Given that the areas “preferred” by minority groups generally 
contain the poorest housing and have the worst overall environment, it is 
hard to believe that they are the consequence of a free choice. 

Many of these “segregated” communities are so dominated by par-
ticular groups that the possibility of contact with the majority population 
or another minority group is very limited. These “parallel lives” do not 
meet at any point, with little or no opportunity to explore the differences 
and build mutual respect, let alone to see them as enriching our commun-
ities. Meanwhile, racists can easily spread myths and false rumors and use 
the ignorance about each community to demonize minorities. That is not 
to say that we should attempt to go in the opposite direction toward some 
form of total integration or “assimilation.” Some degree of “clustering” 
for each group is essential, if we are serious about preserving cultural 
identity. A critical mass of each community will also be necessary to sup-
port different places of worship, shops, and social facilities. 

The “layers of separation” need to be examined in each case, but in 
general, we should expect to see a greater sense of commonality — or in-
tegration — at the political and economic level, while maintaining and 
promoting a separation at the cultural level to allow diversity to flourish. 
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There are real practical difficulties to overcome too, in particular, for 
the many white children growing up in all-white parts of the country who 
have no experience of the multicultural society of which they are a part. 
Many do not meet people from black and minority ethnic backgrounds 
until they go to university — and they are still a minority of their peers. 
Community cohesion has to be directed at them too, and it will require 
some imagination to realize, for example, the way in which Wigan, a 
largely white area, has teamed up its young people with youngsters in 
multicultural Leicester. 

Vision – A shared sense of belonging 

Sharing experiences is not sufficient — and will not develop — un-
less there is also a shared vision and sense of purpose. The way in which 
different cultures are supported often means that difference is reinforced, 
rather than based upon commonalities. As societies become more diverse, 
there is an increasing need for common values and a greater sense of na-
tional solidarity. This is difficult given that our notion of diversity has 
moved on significantly from just a handful of principal minorities to em-
brace a much larger number of communities — over 300 languages are 
now spoken in London schools. 

The nature and pattern of difference is also on a new level with a 
wider range of people from eastern Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and 
every corner of the globe creating new “domains of difference,” both be-
tween the host community and the new migrants and among minorities. 
Indeed, we have created a culture in which each different group feels that 
it is being unfairly treated in relation to the other and believes that it is in 
competition for jobs, housing, and public services. Moreover, each group 
feels that its identity is at risk and under pressure. 

There is a danger that we just focus on ethnicity or faith — or even 
just one, the Muslim faith, which has been the center of attention. How-
ever, this is a much more complex problem, and we have to address the 
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fear of difference more generally. This means investing in education pro-
grams, breaking down the barriers between groups, and building bridges 
between communities at the institutional level and in neighborhoods and 
wherever people meet. This is very much about helping people to come 
to terms with diversity and seeing it as an enrichment of their community, 
rather than as a threat.  

This means that we should not dismiss negative perceptions too 
lightly as “racist” or prejudiced and that we should try to understand the 
causes and also deal with the real competition over resources and ensure 
that conflicts are addressed in an evenhanded and transparent way. 

This also means a much more difficult debate about “commonali-
ties,” rather than simply focusing on difference. We have promoted dif-
ference in so many respects: encouraging separate schools for different 
faiths, housing provision for minorities, a wide range of separate cultural, 
arts, and sports programs, regeneration schemes based on different com-
munities, separate employment training schemes, etc.  

These have all been done for laudable reasons, but they generally 
failed to promote the things that all communities have in common. As a 
defensive mechanism against racism and discrimination, the focus on dif-
ference may have been justified, but we now have to redress the balance, 
challenge areas of difference that conflict with wider societal interests, 
and more vigorously promote a common language and active citizenship, 
rather than relying upon “peaceful co-existence.” 

The equalities agenda still has to be reinforced, not simply to ensure 
fairness and social justice, but also as a means of promoting interaction, 
understanding, and respect. In this sense, racial equality and community 
cohesion programs come together and are mutually reinforcing. However, 
we need a more positive approach to breaking down segregation and “pa-
rallel lives,” not only in interaction in our daily lives but also as part of a 
political entity with a common interest in the direction and development 
of the state. 
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Multiculturalism and the European 

Union 

Imam Abduljalil Sajid 

Chairman, Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony, United Kingdom 

As a chairman of the European Union Task Force for Intercultural 
Dialogue, I have been working very closely with the 27 countries of the 
European Union during the past three to four years. I can confirm that 
the European Union has achieved three major things in the past: 

First and foremost, it has become an economic union among differ-
ent nations who in the past century were archenemies, fighting each other 
tooth and nail. But in past 60 years or so, the European Union has shown 
that where there are differences, a solution can be found among fighting 
parties who are motivated to do so. 

Apart from an economic union, they rose above their political differ-
ences and brought together various parties on a political level around a 
vision for the future. A new paradigm or new direction — that is where 
our world, society, and Europe are going. They applied the principles of 
cooperation, partnership, and working together. This has not been com-
pletely achieved in terms of cementing one united state, but there has 
been progress in that direction. I’m sure in our lifetime that will be 
achieved, and a foundation has been laid for it. 

Third and most importantly is a moral dimension, to which I and 
people like you and many others are contributing. People, God’s creation, 
have a potential to create something in this world. The missing dimension 
in our daily life — politically or economically — is the moral dimension. 

Interfaith has become a popular word. Twenty years ago nobody was 
talking about it, but it has become a catchphrase of this decade. Since this 
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is the Year of Intercultural Dialogue in Europe, promoting morality and 
interfaith work — the spiritual dimension — will strengthen our econom-
ic and political dimensions. 

It is good to see different faith communities coming together to 
communicate and learn from each other, building cooperation and part-
nership on many levels. But I dislike the weakness of the word "toler-
ance." We need to accept and recognize each other as we are. Diversity 
among human beings is God-given, not our creation. Different colors, 
different languages, different cultures, different nations, different tribes, 
different countries exist as a fact of life. God commands us to recognize, 
appreciate, and value this diversity and work to resolve these differences 
amicably, humanely, without violence, and without any force. That is 
what is required of this movement towards interfaith cooperation. 

The prerequisite is that we must move from engaging in wishful 
thinking about peaceful coexistence to working together for commonali-
ty. The differences will not vanish in a day. Let’s not deal with our differ-
ences, but let us devote our energy as a positive force toward building the 
world that we want to see. 

Working as one human race, as one family under the guidance of one 
God, will lead us to the future that we all long for. 

Let’s try not only to tolerate each other but also to accept each other. 
The Global Peace Festival brings millions of people from diverse cultures 
and backgrounds together because we all are one human race. We all are 
one family, and we need to respect each other’s diversity in the vision of 
God Almighty, which is that we resolve our difficulties and differences 
amicably. The festival brings hope and joy to the people who come to-
gether so that they can appreciate, value, and learn from each other, and 
start working together for the common good. 

I’m the father of five beautiful children and three grandchildren. The 
Festival brings my family hope and joy; it also motivates us to work to-
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gether for lasting peace internally in our hearts and externally in our 
neighborhoods to bring cohesive and everlasting peace. 

Youth is the future, and the Global Peace Festival concentrates on 
the future generation. The Global Peace Festival is motivating young 
people to serve others. If we can motivate young people to care for oth-
ers and serve others above themselves, selflessly, then something can be 
achieved in our lifetime. 

 



210  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

GPF London Keynote Address 

London ExCel Center 

November 22, 2008 

Honored guests from around the world, ladies and gentlemen. 

Welcome to the Global Peace Festival in Europe, celebrated here to-
day in beautiful London, England! It is a privilege to be here at this excit-
ing time when we all have new hope for peace. 

Over the past two to three weeks, the eyes of the world have been 
focused on the results and aftermath of the presidential elections in the 
United States, hoping to witness the beginning of a new era and new poli-
cies that can bring about peace and prosperity for all people. 

“Change, yes we can” has become the slogan of not only a successful 
campaign but also a message of hope at a time of national and global cri-
sis. 

Of course, change for the sake of change is not enough. The goal 
and direction of that change is far more important. The Global Peace 
Festival is providing a new direction and opportunities for a growing in-
ternational grassroots peace movement. 

The need for a new vision 

To articulate a meaningful vision for peace, we have to be bold and 
break new ground if we are to go beyond the failures of the past.  

We only need to look back at the last century to recognize the futility 
of trying to tackle the world’s problems through the same old military, 
economic, political and diplomatic solutions.  
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Of course, in Europe, much progress has indeed been made. War be-
tween Western European nations is today unthinkable.  

The abolition of most national border controls, the establishment of 
European courts and other institutions, and the creation of a single cur-
rency are important developments.  

However, many are concerned that this movement toward unity is 
being accomplished at an unacceptable price, and that the cultural and 
spiritual traditions that have defined Europe for hundreds of years are be-
ing ignored or trampled in the name of progress. 

Without a spiritual foundation there cannot be real peace, universal 
human rights, or lasting union. That is why I believe that the vision of 
‘One Family Under God’ is so important for this age. Each member of 
the family of nations has a unique contribution to make for peace. 

This ideal and vision goes all the way back to the very beginning of 
human history. Just as we have big aspirations and hopes for our children, 
God also great expectations for the human family. 

God wanted His children to create a family of true love, life and li-
neage. Yet, this dream is unfulfilled and God has waits in sorrow for 
someone to realize His dream. 

My father, Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon, has devoted his entire life to 
the fulfillment that ideal. To my father, the dream of building “One Fami-
ly under God” is not just the dream of one man, one woman or one fami-
ly but the dream of all humanity and, most of all, the dream of God.  

The True Family Model for Peace 

Why is the family the cornerstone of peace? First and foremost, the 
family is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality and religion 
we are all members of families. 
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Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human relation-
ships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any relationship 
saying, “that person is like my father, like my mother, my brother, my sis-
ter, my son and like my daughter.”  

Therefore, the family should be the school of love where we learn to 
love all humanity in its richness and diversity. Marriage and family are the 
fundamental building blocks of any society, but Britain, like the United 
States and much of Europe is in danger of losing her most valuable insti-
tutions and traditions. 

Divorce and family breakdown are at an all time high. The terms 
“husband” and “wife” have been replaced by the non-committal “part-
ner.” Meanwhile, sexually transmitted diseases are on the rise, even 
among the youngest teenagers. 

An increasing number of youth are joining gangs in search of the 
love and support they cannot find at home. 

Gang violence is the inevitable result, with the rise of violent attacks 
on young people– especially knife crimes – being reported even in the in-
ternational media. 

The social and economic cost of the breakdown of the family is stag-
gering. Young people who cannot find love in the family do badly at 
school, are most susceptible to drugs, and the most likely to enter de-
structive relationships.  

The answers to all these problems do not lie in hiring more social 
workers, training more police or building more prisons. We must make it 
our priority to support and invest in each and every family. We will create 
One Family Under God, one family at a time. 

A New Interfaith Effort for Peace 

Another challenge facing this country is to integrate Britain’s many 
religious and cultural traditions. 
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It is encouraging that so many religions and faiths have found a 
home here on this island. Yet frequent tensions remain. The threat of ter-
rorism is in the back of all our minds, and all faith communities are facing 
the same difficult challenges with their youth. 

Just last week at the United Nations, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, President George Bush and other international leaders met to dis-
cuss the urgency of a new interfaith effort to create peace.  

The task of promoting interfaith understanding is an urgent priority 
for our world and an important goal of the Global Peace Festival.  

The Universal Peace Federation is helping Christians, Muslims and 
Jews in the Middle East to rediscover their common heritage in Abraham.  

Peaceful relations between faith traditions are not only about tolerat-
ing one another's prayers and rituals. A true interfaith experience is a cel-
ebration of the core principles that bind all people together as one family. 
We must learn from each other’s faith, not just about each other’s faith. 

Before we call ourselves Christian, Muslim, Sikh, Hindu or Jew, or 
see ourselves as black, white, or Asian, or identify ourselves as British, 
European or American, we are all the sons and daughters of God and 
members of his eternal family. 

Britain and the Culture of Service 

One of the best ways to move towards interfaith harmony is by 
working together in service for a common good. Building a culture of 
service is another core goal of the Global Peace Festival and a vital step 
for peace.  

There is something deeply spiritual in serving others. It is not some-
thing we should do for only a day, a month or even a year. It has to be-
come a way of life. When living for the sake of others becomes a habit, 
we come to see the true value God places on all human beings.  
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We are promoting a spirit of volunteerism and peaceful cooperation 
around the world. Communities and nations can be transformed through 
practicing the vision and the habit of living for the sake of others. 

I’d like to see Britain, and indeed all European nations build on these 
efforts and expand this grassroots movement to spread a culture of ser-
vice.  

Taking this one step further, I’d like to see Europe’s community and 
volunteer partners joining with those of the United States and other 
countries to establish a Global Peace Corps. 

Imagine young people from enemy nations working side by side in 
service. Any initial misunderstandings and suspicions would fade away as 
they sweat, cry and laugh together with a common purpose and cause. 

Call to Action 

As we celebrate the Global Peace Festival in London, we must renew 
the culture and traditions of Europe and expand her dreams of peace 
onto a global stage through the universal vision of “One Family under 
God.”  

This should be the clarion call of our age! As my father said in a re-
cent Peace Message, the time has come: 

“to tear down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and 
country, and establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished de-
sire.” 

The power of one human family united can quell the turmoil of con-
flict throughout the world. It can end the strife and poverty of Africa, the 
conflict in the Middle East, and the final remnant of the Cold War on the 
Korean Peninsula.  
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As citizens of Europe and the world, let us make a solemn pledge to 
dream the greatest dream of all, to lead the world to peace at last through 
the vision of “One Family under God.”  

Then, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era of peace and 
prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and hatred, in Britain, 
in Europe and in the far corners of our world. 

Together, we can dare to dream the greatest dream of all! Let us own 
the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless this great 
nation of Great Britain and all of Europe! Thank you very much!. 
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BRASILIA, BRAZIL 
December 5-8, 2008 
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A Spirit-Filled Day in Brasilia 

With more than 20,000 noisy Brazilians of all ages filling the Nel-
son Nilson stadium with noise and enthusiasm, Bishop Manoel Ferrei-
ra, the tireless chairman and promoter of the Global Peace Festival 
(GPF) held in Brasilia last weekend could perhaps at last afford himself 
a quiet smile of satisfaction. 

 

“This is a very important time for Brazil,” he told reporters. “We 
are one of the fastest growing nations in the world, and it is time for us 
to show the world what we can do.” Although Brazil has its full share 
of social and economic problems, the most urgent problems facing its 
180 million people are not primarily material or economic, but moral 
and spiritual, Ferreira said.  

Ferreira, who not only serves as a Federal Deputy in the Brazilian 
Congress but is also life President of the nine-million member Assem-
blies of God fellowship in Brazil, might be one of the busiest men in 
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Latin America. But in the past five months the task of preparing the 
Global Peace Festival in Brazil has been one of his main preoccupa-
tions, with several hundred volunteers coordinating a vast array of pro-
grams across the nation. 
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Faces in the crowd at the Global Peace Festival in Brasilia mirror happiness, 
reflection and commitment. 

 

“Governments can’t solve these problems alone,” Ferreira said. 
“We have to empower our nation’s youth and heal our families. We 
need to restore our traditional values.” In fact, Brazil has been a leader 
in faith-based programs with churches tackling problems as substance 
abuse, alcoholism, family breakdown and abuse with notable success. 
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The representatives of fifty nations, all 26 of Brazil’s states and 
hundreds of churches, mosques, synagogues, schools and communities 
were treated to a festive gala that included traditional Indian dances, a 
horse parade, and performances by many of Brazil’s top entertainers, 
including crossover multi-platinum singer and artist Frank Aguiar. 
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A Session in the Brazilian Congress 

On December 5th, the GPF convened a special invitational pro-
gram in the National Congress to consider ways in which faith and 
community leaders could help bring fresh perspectives to the nation’s 
political leaders. Intrigued by the rare opportunity to participate direct-
ly, representatives from the diplomatic missions based in the Brazilian 
capital, NGOs and other community swelled the attendance to more 
than four hundred. 

 

Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, international president of the Global Peace 
Festival,  explained that the GPF had three main objectives: interfaith 
cooperation; strengthening the family and creating a culture of service. 

 He urged the assembled deputies and guests to urgently consider 
the creation of a “Global Peace Corps” that would give young Brazili-
ans an opportunity to serve the region and the world. 
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“Imagine young people from enemy nations and from different 
faiths working side by side in service,” he said, “Any initial misunders-
tandings and suspicions would fade away as they sweat, cry and laugh 
together with a common purpose and cause. Serving others can be one 
of the fastest ways to a world of peace.” 

 

GPF Brazil’sManoel Ferreira with Dr. Hyun Jin Moon 
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Service Marking the UN Day of Volunteers  

Earlier in the day, the idea became a local reality when one hun-
dred fifty trees were planted and band shelters and playgrounds painted 
in GPF’s recognition of the United Nations Day of Volunteering in the 
nearby city of Gama. The young people who came out to volunteer 
were delighted to find themselves joined by an enthusiastic group of 
elderly people more than ready to help with the planting and to dis-
pense gardening and other advice! 

“This program has been very well supported by our community,” 
said Donizete Andrade, Mayor of Gama. “Together with our police 
and fire departments, community health agents and schools, it’s good 
to see federal agencies represented here to help.” Several NGOs in at-
tendance were coordinated by Mr. John Breyer, director of the Brazili-
an Chapter of the (IRFF). The event was covered by many  local TV 
stations and the newspaper, Tribuna do Brasil. 
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Drawn Together in God's Love 

Bishop Manoel Ferreira 

President, Assemblies of God, Brazil; Member of Congress, Brazil 

The vision of One Family under God is, I believe, the most impor-
tant point for all churches in our days. We are living in a moment when 
there is a big devaluation of the family, or at least an intention to devalue 
the family. 

It is a time of uneasiness and excessive violence in many parts of 
Brazil. I think that peace and the status of the family are very important 
points for these days, because not only Brazil but also the world are fac-
ing a crisis in the area of family. A message that can bring trust and ex-
press the value of the family is the message that we need today. 

I think that this work of cooperation, harmony, and integration is for 
all segments of society — religious and nonreligious, evangelical Chris-
tian, Christian Catholics, non-evangelical Christians, and other segments 
that believe in the family. The family is where trust is built. The human 
being was created to live in a family. The disintegration of the family and 
the devaluation of this segment of society signify total defeat. Working in 
this direction will bring peace, harmony, and calm. 

This is the message that we want to bring, not only through the word 
of God, through the Gospel, but through the experiences that this great 
institution of the Universal Peace Federation has in spreading this mes-
sage and this work. 

This is the rain that will fall into this dry soil, which is so much in 
need of God’s direction and the word of God that brings comfort and 
trust. Through peace we will achieve these goals. 
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I think that God has raised up Dr. Hyun Jin Moon at this time to 
bring this message that addresses so many difficulties and problems. Es-
pecially in Brazil, where we are passing through times of insecurity, this 
great Global Peace Festival will bring an answer that many people desire. 

 The truth is that we put limits on ourselves and we haven’t had 
communion among the religious segments of the world. There are divi-
sions between the Orient and the Occident. There are many creeds, divi-
sions, and religions on this side of the world as well. This Global Peace 
Festival will break these barriers. The purpose is to break these barriers, 
break this ice, and bring us close together, united under the guidance of 
God around one objective, which is the family. 

I see this moment as an answer to our prayers, because we are all 
praying for more unity in the search for a greater purpose, which is peace. 
God made us. There is only one God, who is the God of us all, and I be-
lieve this proposal to unite will benefit all of us. 

I see the Global Peace Festival as an instrument of integration 
among the nations of North and South America. Our nations will benefit 
if we become closer and more woven together. We all will win because, as 
we seek to love and unite more fully, drawn together in the bonds of 
God’s love, peace will automatically spread. Peace is where harmony is. If 
we take advantage of this moment, it will be a very special time for all na-
tions and for all peoples, a great response from God to all our lives. 

This call for peacebuilding is an age-old dream brought by a person 
who has a vision and an answer from God for this moment. I think Dr. 
Moon experiences a deep communion with God and much closeness 
with God. He is striving to manifest God’s will. Furthermore, his father, 
whom I met many years ago, has been a great proponent of unity and 
communion, and now we are seeing the instruments that can bring this 
dream to fulfillment. I see that the time of God for this to happen is now. 
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Today we are living in a very good moment in Brazil, when things 
are beginning to balance out, but there are still huge deficiencies. The dis-
tance between rich and poor is very big. Especially in Brazil, service 
projects have extraordinary relevance. There are enormous social inequali-
ties in Brazil. 

I think this proposal will bring enlightenment and help us find solu-
tions for these problems. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, where 
there is social justice is missing, where there is social inequality, discrimi-
nation, and divisions, there can hardly be peace. Therefore, this proposal 
to unite in the search for peace will decrease this distance and enable 
God’s love to spread in the hearts of the people. 

Many Global Peace Festivals are being organized. We are doing 
things on a large scale in Brazil. We count on your presence to carry out 
this great work, which will bring a new vision of integration among the 
religious and nonreligious people. 

Brazilian leaders from all segments of society need to unite in bro-
therhood so we can show people who we are and what we are able to do. 
When we unite for the sake of peace, we will truly have one large family 
of God, under His guidance. 
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GPF Brazil Keynote Address 

Nelson Nilson Stadium 

December 7th, 2008 

Bishop Ferreira, Reverend Robert Schuller, and honored guests and 
dignitaries from Brazil and around the world, ladies and gentlemen, wel-
come to the Global Peace Festival in beautiful Brasilia, Brazil!  

Before I begin, I want to take a moment to thank my dear friend, Bi-
shop Manoel Ferreira, for his tireless efforts to make this Festival in Bra-
silia a reality. 

I know that many others have prayed and worked hard to prepare 
for this day, and I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of you. 
Thank you, and may God continue to bless your efforts for global peace! 

Recently the eyes of the world have been on the great changes taking 
place in the United States. With Barack Obama’s ascendency to the high-
est office of the world’s only remaining superpower, people around the 
world are waiting in anticipation, hoping to witness the beginning of a 
new era of peace, prosperity and cooperation. 

 “Change, yes we can” has become the slogan of not only a success-
ful campaign but also a message of hope at a time of national and global 
crisis. Although hope is absolutely necessary at times of uncertainty, 
change for the sake of change is not enough. The goal and direction of 
that change is far more important.  

As we gather here in Brasilia, the capital of this great nation of Brazil, 
I want to share with you a vision of change that is sweeping across our 
globe and especially throughout this hemisphere of the Americas.  
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It is a spiritual vision rooted in time-enduring principles, values and 
aspirations, and it is inspiring a great peace movement throughout the 
world. That unifying vision is “One Family under God!”  

We have already held Global Peace Festivals in more than twenty 
countries around the world, and many more are planned for 2009.I be-
lieve that the universal appeal of the vision of “One Family under God” 
testifies to the providential time in which we live.  

This July, the Global Peace Festival held in Paraguay helped the first 
peaceful, democratic transfer of power between civilian governments in 
that South American nation and planted the dream of creating a larger 
Latin American Union under the vision of “One Family under God.” 

In Kenya, Prime Minister Raila Odinga acknowledged that the prin-
ciples he had learned by attending our peace education seminars had 
helped him and other parliamentarians make the necessary steps to end 
the tribal violence plaguing so many nations of Africa, especially follow-
ing last year’s presidential elections. 

The President of Mongolia, a former Communist, recognized that 
the vision of creating “One Family Under God” will be an important step 
in establishing the spiritual and moral life of his nation and uniting his 
people in the wake of post-election violence. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Malaysia, a predominately Muslim na-
tion, the Honorable Mahathir Mohammed, Prime Minister for 22 years, 
warned that religious leaders, especially within his own faith of Islam, 
must not politicize religion for their own purposes. He said they must go 
back to the original teachings of the founders of their traditions, who all 
sought to create the “brotherhood of man.” 

In the Republic of Korea, religious conflict has recently emerged as 
yet another obstacle to reunification. The Global Peace Festival chal-
lenged religious and political leaders at the National Assembly to go 
beyond their narrow sectarian thinking and unite under the universal plat-
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form of “One Family under God,” so that a united Korea will hold to 
values and principles based upon the sovereignty of God.  

The Global Peace Festival has also emphasized the important mis-
sion of the entire American hemisphere.  

In Washington DC and four other US cities, we articulated the need 
to expand the original American Dream of creating “One Nation under 
God” to a more universal dream of creating “One Family under God,” 
going beyond race, nationality and creed.  

More than thirty thousand religious leaders from all faith traditions 
gathered to celebrate and commit to this vision and create a new global, 
inter-faith peace initiative.  

The need for a new vision for the Hemisphere of the Americas 

Today, here in Brasilia, the capital of the largest nation in Latin 
America, we are being called to make history. We must see ourselves as 
God sees us, a people anointed and appointed by God with a mission that 
extends throughout all the Americas.  

Although all the nations of this hemisphere have their unique histo-
ries, the common link we all share is our Christian heritage. I believe it is 
fair to say that God has a special providential plan for this continent and 
the Christian spirit it has nurtured.  

Unlike the sectarian practices of European Christianity, the people 
who came to the Americas – both North and South – have always aspired 
to a more universal vision of Christianity, a vision that can lead the entire 
world back to God.  

At the Global Peace Festival in Washington DC, I explained that the 
United States was created and raised by God to fulfill a biblical promise, 
first made in the book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
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That promise was to build a ‘New Israel’ where all of God’s children, 
from every race, nation and religion could come and worship Him in ac-
cordance to their conscience. 

In the same way, God is hoping that Brazil, and all the nations of 
South America will play a leading role in taking the vision of “One Family 
Under God” beyond the Americas and throughout the world.  

The Dream of God 

Just as we have big aspirations and hopes for our children, so too did 
God have great expectations for humanity. God wanted his children to 
establish a true family which could be the school of true love, true life and 
true lineage. It would have been God’s family, where he could dwell as 
the eternal true parent of all mankind.  

Tragically, humanity’s first ancestors Adam and Eve fell away from 
this ideal, and this dream was not realized. Nevertheless, God has not 
abandoned mankind. He has worked patiently throughout human history, 
waiting in agony and lamentation for someone to realize His unfilled 
dream.  

Two thousand years ago, the young son of a carpenter changed the 
world in which he lived.Jesus was born into the lineage of Israel, the cho-
sen people maintained a sacred covenant with God at a time when most 
ancient civilizations believed in a pantheon of gods. As a result, they felt 
that they alone had a special place in God’s providence.  

Breaking with the established traditions of his own people, Jesus re-
ferred to God as his Father and all humanity as his brothers and sisters. 
He gave a message of true selfless love, and the promise of universal sal-
vation in creating the one family of God. 

Jesus earnestly hoped that the nation of Israel and the people of his 
faith could unite with him and help him fulfill the providential mission: to 
create One Family Under God. 
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Jesus came to pour new wine into new wineskins. But the vessels 
prepared by God for the new wine abandoned him and his mission. Trag-
ically, instead of being glorified, Jesus was not accepted and he had to go 
the way of the cross. Yet the message and the vision that he championed 
2,000 years ago planted the seeds for global Christianity and opened the 
door to the modern era. 

The culmination of Jesus’ universal mission took root here in the 
Americas, giving rise to a Christian hemisphere true to the creed that has 
transformed the world. I believe that the birth of the United States of 
America was an event which defined the universal spirit of Christianity 
and thus became an important milestone in the providence of God.  

The Declaration of Independence represented a new covenant that 
recognized God’s sovereignty as the basis of “inalienable rights.” Thus it 
set the stage for our modern understanding of human rights and the 
ideals of religious freedom. In essence, the American dream was never 
just a political or an economic dream. It is the dream of building “One 
Nation under God.” 

Now, the time has come to take that vision beyond the confines of 
‘one nation Under God,’ and expand it to the Christian hemisphere of the 
Americas and fulfill the original mission of Jesus to create “One Family 
under God.”  

The one who has taken on the mantle to realize that dream in our 
modern era is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun Myung 
Moon. After receiving a revelation on a cold Easter Sunday seventy three 
years ago, he has devoted his entire life, resources and wealth to the ful-
fillment of that dream.  

My father always believed that God has in the past and is currently 
working through all religions. However, he has always emphasized that 
Christianity, moved by the Holy Spirit has a central role to play in realiz-
ing the dream of “One Family Under God.  
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To my father, this dream is not just the dream of just one man, one 
woman, one family or one religion, but the dream of all humanity and, 
most of all, the dream of God.  

The True Family Model for Peace 

Why “One Family” under God? The family is the cornerstone of 
peace. First, it is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality and 
religion we are all members of families.  

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human relation-
ships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any relationship 
saying, “that person is like my father, like my mother, my brother, my sis-
ter, my son and like my daughter.” Therefore, the family should be the 
school of love where we learn to love all humanity in its richness and di-
versity.  

Marriage and family are the fundamental building blocks of any so-
ciety, but Brazil, like the United States and all other nations is in danger of 
losing this most valuable tradition. Divorce and family breakdown are at 
an all time high. Every nation faces major challenges with its youth. The 
social and economic cost of the breakdown of the family is staggering.  

The healing of the family is a spiritual task. We must make it our 
priority to bring God back into every family. When God is dwelling in 
our families, all our other problems will fade away. We will create One 
Family Under God, one family at a time!  

A New Interfaith Effort for Peace 

Another urgent challenge facing Brazil is to integrate her many reli-
gious and cultural traditions. Peace among faith traditions are not about 
only tolerating one another's prayers and rituals. 

A true interfaith experience is a celebration of the core principles that 
bind all people together as one family.The task of promoting true inter-
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faith understanding is an urgent priority for our world and an important 
goal of the Global Peace Festivals.  

In the Middle East, for example, the Universal Peace Federation is 
helping Christians, Muslims and Jews to rediscover their common herit-
age in Abraham.  

Before we call ourselves Christian or Muslim, Catholic or Pentecos-
tal, Buddhist or Hindu; before we see ourselves as black, white, or yellow, 
or identify ourselves as Brazilian, or American, we are all the sons and 
daughters of God and members of his eternal family. 

Brazil and the Culture of Service 

Building a culture of service is another core goal of the Global Peace 
Festival and a vital step for peace. There is something deeply spiritual in 
serving others. It is not something we should do for only a day, a month 
or even a year. It has to become a way of life.  

When living for the sake of others becomes a habit, we come to see 
the true value God places on all human beings. We are promoting a spirit 
of volunteerism and peaceful cooperation around the world. Communi-
ties and nations are being transformed through living for the sake of oth-
ers.  

I’d like to see Brazil, and all South American nations build on these 
efforts and create a grassroots movement that will spread a worldwide 
culture of service.  

Taking this one step further, I’d like to see Brazil’s volunteer partners 
joining with those of the United States, Latin America and other nations 
to establish a Global Peace Corps. 

Imagine young people from enemy nations and from different faiths 
working side by side in serviceAny initial misunderstandings and suspi-
cions would fade away as they sweat, cry and laugh together with a com-
mon purpose and cause. 
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Call to Action 

As we celebrate the Global Peace Festival here in Brasilia, we must 
initiate a new “Great Awakening” of the entire hemisphere, rooted in the 
true universal spirit of Christianity engendered by Jesus 2000 years 
ago.Only by doing this can we realize and fulfill Jesus’ true providential 
mission of creating “One Family under God.”  

The dream of “One Family Under God” will be the clarion call of 
our age! As my father said in a recent Peace Message, the time has come: 

“to tear down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and 
country, and establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished de-
sire.” 

The power of one human family united with the Will of God can 
quell the turmoil of conflict throughout the world. It can end the strife 
and poverty of Africa, the conflict in the Middle East, and the final rem-
nant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula.  

As citizens of Brazil, the Americas and the world, let us make a so-
lemn pledge to lead the world to peace through the vision of “One Fami-
ly under God.”  

This is a time when God is pouring out His Holy Spirit upon the 
world. With God’s grace, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an era 
of peace and prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and ha-
tred. Together, let us dare to dream the greatest dream of all! Let us own 
the dream to create “One Family under God.”  

May God bless you and your family, and may God bless this great 
nation of Brazil! Thank you very much! 
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MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
December 11-13, 2008 
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Global Leaders Endorse "One Big 

Family Under God" in Manila 

Manila, Philippines - Religious and political leaders from various 
nations shared the limelight on December 13 in front of thousands of 
people at the Quirino Grandstand in Manila in a show of unity and 
breaking of cultural barriers to become "one family under God" during 
the Global Peace Festival. 

 

A huge crowd fills Rizal Park in Metro Manila for the Global Peace Festival 
December 13, 2008 

GPF co-chairman Dr. Hyun Jin Moon announced to festival dele-
gates the holding of the first ever World Convention of the Global 
Peace Festival in Manila by the end of 2009. "London, Washington, 
Tokyo and Seoul were all strong candidates. But in the end, I am 
pleased to announce to you this evening that this GPF World Conven-
tion will be held right here in Manila," he said to the cheering crowd.  
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"It can end the strife and poverty of Africa, the conflict in the 
Middle East, and the final remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Pe-
ninsula. The power of one human family united with the Will of God 
can quell the turmoil of conflict throughout the world," he explained. 

According to Moon, the peace festival in Manila which opened last 
December 11 should serve as a "great awakening" for the people 
worldwide to stand up and be united in eradicating strife and poverty 
worldwide. "The dream of ‘One Family under God’ will be clarion call 
of our age. The time has come to tear down the man-made walls of 
race, culture, religion and country, and establish the peaceful, ideal 
world of God’s cherished desire," he said. 

 

Interfaith Leaders Pray for Peace 

"As we celebrate the Global Peace Festival here in Manila, we 
must initiate a worldwide ‘Great Awakening’ rooted in the true univer-
sal spirit of Christianity taught by Jesus 2000 years ago," Moon added. 
Moon likewise called on the citizenry to make a solemn pledge in lead-
ing the world to peace through the vision of "One Family under God." 
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Dr. Primitivo Chua, President of GPF Philippines, lights a candle to begin the 
closing ceremony 
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Political leaders took a break from politics to join the global peace 
celebration. Former Speaker of the House Jose De Venecia Jr., former 
Senate President Manuel Villar and Senator Miguel Zubiri shared the 
same stage as they joined religious leaders in the symbolic lighting of 
Peace Candles. At least 81 governors, 18 congressmen, six senators and 
30 mayors were cited by organizers in their efforts to promote peace. 

 

Service Projects, like this one for children in the San Andres Village, are an im-
portant part of all GPFs 

In his welcoming remarks, Villar reminded the public that peace 
should start from one’s self before it resonates to others as he likened 
the world and the people as a spaceship in the universe and its passen-
gers. "We share a noble dream of creating a world at peace where love 
resonates all over, where we focus more on the many things that unite 
us rather than on our differences, where harmony prevails over discord 
and where everyone becomes his brother’s keeper," he said. 
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"To build a peaceful world, we must start laying the foundation of 
peace in ourselves," Villar added. 

As to the Philippines being chosen for the GPF world convention, 
Robert Kittel, a GPF Public Relations director, said the country is the 
leading global peace advocate in the world and a perfect example of a 
nation with diverse cultures and religions that can live peacefully in one 
place. "Take a look at the people in Mindanao. I think that’s the best 
way to explain how people, no matter what their race is, can live har-
moniously," he said. 

 

During the start of the festival, spectators were entertained by 
marching bands and street dancers donned in colorful costumes. Flags 
of different countries were paraded by Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (ROTC) members. 
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Participants in the Mr. / Miss University Pageant, a popular highlight of the 
Manila GPF 

Despite efforts to promote peace through becoming a single, uni-
fied family, Moon warned that attaining peace might be hampered 
should the basic fundamentals of family be eroded. 

"Divorce and family breakdown are at an all time high. Every na-
tion faces major challenges with its youth. The social and economic 
cost of the breakdown of the family is staggering," he lamented. 

"The healing of the family is a spiritual task. We must make it our 
priority to bring God back into every family. When God is the center 
of our families, all our other problems will fade away," Moon added. 
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The Philippines Peace Process 

Hon. Nabil Tan 
Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process, Philippines 

We are pleased that the Universal Peace Federation initiated this kind 
of conference that aims to raise public awareness of the need to promote 
innovative leadership and governance that are responsive to the pressing 
and complex concerns of our time. 

Your organization has gone to great lengths this year in organizing 
conferences and assemblies in certain localities in the Philippines to inten-
sify people’s awareness of the promotion of peace. We take note of the 
leaders’ conferences that were held in the cities of Cagayan de Oro, Du-
maguete, Antipolo, Rizal, and Baguio City in order to promote the value 
of partnerships among governments, faith-based organizations, and 
NGOs, fostering the culture of love and service as a way toward peace 
and development. 

The Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process, which 
is the lead agency tasked to work for a just and lasting peace for all Filipi-
nos, considers these efforts positive because they help drum up people’s 
awareness of building a climate conducive to peace. The holding of a 
leaders’ conference like this contributes to the government’s efforts to 
build peace and make it a reality. 

In the last 20 years, various administrations have sought to address 
the issues of internal armed conflict by issuing policies that provide for an 
environment to build a culture of peace. In February 2001, President Glo-
ria Macapagal Arroyo reaffirmed the government’s resolve to pursue the 
multi-track peace process after the all-out war in Mindanao in 2000. The 
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government’s comprehensive peace process is being pursued through the 
so-called “Six Paths to Peace.” These are: 

• First, pursuit of social, economic, and political reforms; 

• Second, consensus-building and empowerment for peace; 

• Third, peaceful negotiated settlement with the different rebel groups; 

• Fourth, programs for reconciliation, reintegration into mainstream 
society, and rehabilitation; 

• Fifth, addressing concerns arising from continuing armed hostilities; 

• Sixth, building and nurturing a climate conducive to peace. 

This commitment is also translated as Agenda No. 9 in the Presi-
dent’s Ten-Point Legacy Agenda which, in turn, is fleshed out into a Na-
tional Peace Plan comprising Chapter 14 of the Medium-Term Philippine 
Development Plan (2004–10). The Peace Plan articulates the following 
five goals of the peace process: 

• Completion of comprehensive peace agreements with rebel groups, 
resulting in the permanent cessation of armed hostilities by 2010; 

• Completion of implementation of all final peace agreements signed 
since 1986; 

• Mainstreaming the rebel groups through an enhanced amnesty, rein-
tegration, and reconciliation program; 

• Rehabilitation, development, and healing of conflict-affected areas; 

• Strengthening the peace constituency and citizen participation in the 
peace process on the ground. 

The goals as well as components of the peace process are closely in-
tertwined; not one goal or component stands alone. Similar to the symbi-
otic relationship of peace and development, the efforts undertaken by the 
administration are geared towards attaining peace and mitigating poverty 
— addressing the roots of the internal armed conflicts of the country. 
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As we all know, there can never be sustainable development without 
peace and stability, and neither can there be genuine peace unless the 
roots of the internal, armed conflict — injustice, poor governance, and 
lack of social services — are adequately addressed. Thus, the need to 
build a constituency for peace is a must. To attain peace, the cooperation 
and involvement of all stakeholders must be harnessed and strengthened. 

In becoming peacebuilders, there is a need to shift perspective, tra-
versing the terrain of consensus-building and priming the ground for to-
lerance and understanding. All of us must participate in this noble effort. 
From whatever origin, calling, or social station, we are all peacemakers. 
We bear the responsibility to practice and promote the values of peace — 
respect for human dignity, justice, equity, freedom, social responsibility, 
tolerance, and solidarity. These are the values that make a peaceful and 
vibrant community. The transformation, after all, begins with the educa-
tion, enculturation, and internalization of the attitudes and beliefs that 
give us lasting peace of mind and spirit. 

On this note, I reiterate the importance of this leadership training, 
your commitment and capacity to meet the common challenges we face, 
and your resolve to stand by the dream of peace, not only in our country 
but among all mankind. 
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Peace, the Great Need of Our Time 

Hon. Jose de Venecia, Jr. 

Speaker, House of Representatives, Philippines, 2001–07  

Brothers and sisters in peace: I wish you joy at this Peace Festival in 
our beloved city of Cagayan de Oro, Philippines, and may the peace you 
sow raise a harvest of righteousness! 

I come here today to join you — our brother Filipinos — in our 
agonizing search for peace in Mindanao. No goal is greater or is more de-
sirable or important in our generation. For there can be no alternative to 
peace. This fratricidal war in Mindanao — brother Filipinos killing each 
other, has already exacted heavy costs, and our nation cannot afford to 
lose any more in blood and treasure. But this peace cannot be won 
through the force of arms; nor can it be imposed through violence or the 
subjugation of our ethnic and religious minority. 

In Mindanao, war is not and cannot be an option. 

War, we know only too well, can only produce tragic consequences. 
The costs of the war policy that the professional politicians have pursued 
are tragic and staggering. 

From 1969, when the fighting between Muslim separatists and the 
armed forces began under the Marcos Administration, to 1996, the year 
the Ramos Government signed a peace agreement with the Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front, the Mindanao-Sulu violence cost 120,000 lives. 

An average of 18 people were killed every day in this island, and 20 
percent of the fatalities were civilians. In that same period the Armed 
Forces spent about P73 billion pesos, or an average of 40 percent of its 
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annual budget, in relation to the conflict. And still, the Mindanao war 
dragged on. 

But if war is not an option, neither is peace that does violence to the 
Philippine Constitution just to avoid a renewal of the conflict. This peace 
you and I seek we must win in the most peaceable way — through honest 
negotiations by both sides, grounded in the belief that what is best for the 
nation is best for its people, regardless of religion and culture. 

My brothers and sisters in peace: It is this peace that in my public life 
I have labored to help create. I join you today to help change the face of 
Mindanao, to help transform its heart, to banish hate and discrimination, 
and to bring about an era of peace and solidarity between Christians and 
Muslims and Lumads (indigenous people of the southern Philippines). 

My generation has been trapped in a cycle of setbacks and progress 
in Mindanao. Peace has been hard to attain. But war and its brutalities are 
much harder to bear. We pass on this hard lesson to the young. And as I 
gaze out across this vast throng, I see many youthful faces and I’m reas-
sured. The youths are here for a purpose. I must tell you: you are here be-
cause the Filipino nation needs heroes for peace. 

You are here because you love your country and people, and you are 
now ready to take the lead in the search for peace. You know that peace 
is not a choice. It is the imperative of your generation. This is a time for 
audacious action. And the road to take is not to dismember the republic, 
nor to create a separate Muslim enclave within the Philippine state. 

The key to peace is with you and not with the professional politi-
cians. For the mistakes these politicians made were paid for with blood in 
the forgotten battlefields of Mindanao. Today the youth must seize the 
initiative to revive the peace process and to move for an immediate re-
sumption of peace negotiations. And this initial step we must make mea-
ningful and significant by supporting it with two major initiatives: 
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• An interfaith dialogue that enlists the participation of civil society, 
the ulamas (Muslim scholars), and the leaders of our youth to build good 
will and bridges of understanding between religions and cultures; 

• A massive economic rebuilding of Mindanao. I propose to call 
this the P100-billion "Mini-Marshall Plan." 

Ambitious as it may seem, it is attainable. But first we must take a 
collective stand and move toward it, for this is the best way. Mindanao 
can be lifted from grinding poverty, hunger, illiteracy, and social injustice 
and reverse decades of official neglect. Poverty breeds insurgency and ex-
tremism. A military solution was implemented to root out extremism but 
not its immediate cause. But we can attack poverty in Mindanao one way 
— through a powerful economic action plan to transform the face of 
Mindanao and reverse decades of official neglect. 

This plan must be made to work where it counts most: to build more 
irrigation systems, hospitals, markets and halal-based meat processing 
plants; to modernize Mindanao's agriculture and fisheries; to promote its 
tourism industry; to expand Mindanao's universities all over Mindanao; 
and to propel small entrepreneurship by creating Grameen-type microfin-
ance cooperatives. 

This plan will require decisive action by the Philippine Congress, and 
it should involve the mobilization of funds from the Word Bank, Japan, 
China, the USA, Australia, New Zealand, and the European Union. 

I am no longer a young man. But I believe in the dreams of the Fili-
pino youth. I share in their fierce idealism about what they can do for this 
country. I am confident that this is a dream we can achieve for Mindanao 
— through a combination of economic mobilization, civic and economic 
action, the resumption of the peace process, and a ceasefire with the Mo-
ro Islamic Liberation Front. Such a powerful affirmative action program 
has succeeded for Muslims elsewhere — in Malaysia, in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and Kosovo. 
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As in those countries, Mindanao’s economic resurgence and prosper-
ity can become the final solution to the Muslim insurgency. This has been 
a driving force in my public life. And I shall devote the remaining years I 
have to do what is necessary to help end the gridlock in our government, 
to help bring about the integration of our Christian and Muslim societies, 
and to prevent any more bloodshed — that tragic waste of our young in 
battlefields of war not of their own making. This is what you and I can do 
together. 

Understanding between the great civilizations 

My brothers and sisters in peace: In Mindanao and elsewhere in our 
global community, nothing can be truer than the maxim that there can be 
no peace among the nations without peace among the religions. And 
there can be no peace among the religions without dialogue among the 
religions. 

The interfaith dialogues which we had the privilege to present in 
2003 to the United Nations General Assembly as a Philippine Resolution 
have been unanimously approved by the UN. In September 2006, the 
Philippines and the UN organized under our initiative the first Interfaith 
Summit of 13 nations at the UN in New York, attended by Presidents 
and Prime Ministers. Now the Universal Peace Federation and His Majes-
ty, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques of Saudi Arabia, separately, but of the same mind, have been 
holding successful interfaith dialogues in various parts of the world. 

Understanding among the great civilizations has become the only ba-
sis for global peace that will endure. From these interfaith dialogues we 
should expect no miracles — except those that result from open hearts 
along with the willingness to see the other side’s viewpoint and minimize 
differences. But beneath these differences, we are one human family un-
der God. 
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And the peace we fight for in Mindanao is a peace for all God’s 
children — for we are one human family in Mindanao, one in the Philip-
pines, one in Asia, and one human family in the world living under the 
canopy of heaven. 

In sum, peace in our time is a community of sharing that we must 
seek in collaboration. And the peace we seek is not just the armed peace 
between wars but the peace of “every man living under his vine and his 
fig tree.” 

Events like the Peace Festival now being held in this beloved city are 
an inspiring manifestation that indeed we are God’s children belonging to 
“one human family under God.” May the Holy Spirit come upon our 
midst and manifest His power — so that in everything we do, we shall 
have victory! 
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GPF Manila Keynote Address 

Rizal Park and Quirino Grandstand 

December 13th, 2008 

Distinguished guests from around the world, dear friends, family, 
ladies and gentlemen: Welcome to the Global Peace Festival in beauti-
ful Manila, Philippines! 

It is a privilege and an honor to be back here in Manila, exactly one 
year and one day after the Global Peace Festival 2007 began a whirl-
wind year of GPF successes all over the world. We have come full cir-
cle, both figuratively and literally, as we meet once again at the 
Quirino Grandstand to celebrate the culminating event of the Global 
Peace Festival series in 2008. 

Before I begin, I would like to take a moment to thank my dear 
friend, Jose de Venecia Jr. for his great efforts throughout the world as 
an international Ambassador for the Global Peace Festival.  

I’d like to thank Chairman Emilio Yap of the Manila Bulletin; Un-
dersecretary Josephine Dominguez from the Office of the President; 
and Bishop Pedro Maglaya of the Interreligious Federation for World 
Peace for their tireless efforts to make this Festival in Manila a success. 

I’d also like to acknowledge the Office of the Presidential Advisor 
on the Peace Process, the Department of Education, the Commission 
on Higher Education, the Philippine Information Agency; the Armed 
Forces and the Police and all the many other institutions that have giv-
en the Global Peace Festival their generous support. 

I know that thousands of other volunteers have prayed and worked 
hard to prepare for this day, and I want thank all of you. May God con-
tinue to bless your efforts for peace! 
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Recently the eyes of the world have been on the great changes tak-
ing place in the United States. With Barack Obama’s ascendency to the 
highest office of the world’s only remaining superpower, people 
around the world are anticipating the beginning of a new era of peace, 
prosperity and cooperation. 

“Change, yes we can” has become the slogan of not only a success-
ful campaign but also a message of hope at a time of national and glob-
al crisis.  

Although hope is absolutely necessary at times of uncertainty, 
change for the sake of change is never enough. The goal and direction 
of that change is far more important.  

As we gather here in Manila, the capital of this great nation of the 
Philippines, I want to share with you a vision of change that is sweep-
ing across our globe, especially throughout Asia and the Pan-Pacific 
Rim.  

It is a spiritual vision rooted in time-enduring principles, values and 
aspirations, and it is inspiring a great peace movement throughout the 
world. That unifying vision is “One Family under God!”  

We have already held Global Peace Festivals in more than twenty 
countries around the world, and many more are planned for 2009. As a 
man of faith, I believe that the universal appeal of the vision to create 
“One Family under God” testifies to the providential age in which we 
live. I am happy to report that with God’s grace we have surpassed all 
of our expectations. 

To recognize just some of our accomplishments, the Global Peace 
Festival held in Paraguay helped the first peaceful, democratic transfer 
of power between civilian governments in that South American nation, 
and planted the dream of creating a larger Latin American Union under 
the vision of “One Family under God.” 
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In Kenya, Prime Minister Raila Odinga acknowledged that the prin-
ciples he had learned by attending our peace conferences helped him 
and other parliamentarians make the necessary step to end the tribal vi-
olence plaguing his nation, especially after last year’s contested presi-
dential elections. 

The President of Mongolia, the leader of the People’s Revolutionary 
Party, told me that the vision of creating “One Family under God” was 
essential in establishing the spiritual and moral life of his nation and 
uniting his people in the wake of post-election violence. 

At the Global Peace Festival in Malaysia, a predominately Muslim 
nation, the Honorable Mahathir Mohammed, Prime Minister for 22 
years, warned that religious leaders, especially within his own faith of 
Islam, must not politicize religion for their own purposes. Instead, they 
should go back to the original teachings of their traditions, which ad-
vocated peace and the need to create the “brotherhood of man.” 

In the Republic of Korea, where religious conflict has recently 
emerged as yet another obstacle, the Global Peace Festival challenged 
religious and political leaders to go beyond their narrow sectarian 
thinking and unite under the universal platform of “One Family under 
God” so that a united Korea will hold to God- centered values and 
principles, thus safeguarding religious freedoms and human rights 
upon reunification.  

The Global Peace Festival has also emphasized the important mis-
sion of the entire American hemisphere, especially in light of the Pan-
Pacific Rim era.  

In Washington DC and four other US cities, we articulated the need 
to expand the original American Dream of creating “One Nation under 
God” to a more universal dream of creating “One Family under God,” 
beyond race, nationality and creed.  
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At each festival, religious leaders numbering in the tens of thou-
sands from all faith traditions gathered to celebrate and commit to this 
vision to create a new global, inter-faith peace initiative.  

Just six days ago in Brasilia, the capital of the largest nation in Latin 
America, the Global Peace Festival challenged Christian leaders in 
both North and South America to initiate a hemispheric ‘Great Awa-
kening’ rooted in the universal vision of “One Family under God.”  

The key sponsor of this festival was the Assemblies of God, the 
largest Pentecostal fellowship in the world, in conjunction with other 
major denominations and faith traditions committed to the true univer-
sal spirit of the Christian message. 

The Dream of God 
Ladies and gentlemen, just as we have big aspirations and hopes for 

our children, so too did God have great expectations for humanity. God 
wanted his children to establish a true family which could be the school 
of true love, true life and true lineage. It would have been God’s fami-
ly, where he could dwell as the eternal true parent of all mankind.  

Tragically, humanity’s first ancestors Adam and Eve fell away from 
this ideal, and this dream was not realized. Nevertheless, God has not 
abandoned mankind.  

He has worked patiently throughout human history, waiting in ago-
ny and lamentation for someone to realize His unfilled dream.  

Two thousand years ago, the young son of a carpenter changed the 
world in which he lived. Jesus was born into the lineage of Israel.  

As a Jew, he was born into an exclusive religious and cultural tradi-
tion which maintained a sacred covenant with God at a time when most 
ancient civilizations believed in a pantheon of gods. As a result, they 
felt that they alone had a special place in God’s providence.  
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Breaking with the established traditions of his own people, Jesus re-
ferred to God as his Father and all humanity as his brothers and sisters.  
He gave a message of a true, selfless love, spiritual accountability and 
the promise of universal salvation, beyond the chosen people to the en-
tire human family.  

Jesus earnestly hoped that the nation of Israel and the leaders of Ju-
daism could unite with him and help him fulfill God’s dream to create 
One Family under God. 

Jesus came to pour new wine into what he hoped would be new 
wineskins. But the vessels prepared by God to receive the new wine 
abandoned him and his mission. Yet the message and the vision that he 
championed 2,000 years ago planted the seeds for global Christianity 
and opened the door to the modern era, as this Christian spirit crossed 
the Atlantic and found its way to the American hemisphere. 

Christianity and the modern Era 
I believe that the birth of the United States of America was an event 

which defined the universal spirit of Jesus’ message and set the tone of 
Christianity in the Americas. Thus, it became an important milestone in 
the providence of God.  

The Declaration of Independence represented a new covenant with 
God that recognized His sovereignty as the basis of “inalienable 
rights,” setting the stage for our modern understanding of human rights 
and the ideals of religious freedom. 

Built upon the principles and values of establishing a state under the 
sovereignty of God, the American dream was never just a political or 
an economic dream. It was the dream of building “One Nation under 
God.” 

Now, the time has come to take that dream beyond the confines of 
“One Nation under God” to the more universal vision of “One Family 
under God,” transcending nationality and creed. In this way we can ful-
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fill the original mission of Jesus to create the family of God and usher 
in an age of everlasting peace and prosperity.  

The one who has taken on the mantle to realize that dream in our 
modern era is none other than my father, the Reverend Dr. Sun Myung 
Moon. After receiving a revelation on a cold Easter Sunday seventy 
three years ago, he devoted his entire life and resources to the fulfill-
ment of that dream.  

My father has always believed that God inspired the formation all 
religions and has worked through them to lead humanity towards the 
fulfillment of that dream.  

As a result, all faiths invoke universal principles, values and aspira-
tions that transcend their particular religious and cultural traditions, 
having the possibility to come together on common ground. 

The vision to create “One Family under God” is not the dream of 
just one man, one woman, one family or one religion, but the dream of 
all humanity and, most of all, the dream of God.  

The Asia Pacific Era. 
Ladies and gentlemen, in order to be real peacemakers, we must see 

ourselves as God sees us, a people anointed and appointed by God with 
a mission that extends throughout this nation of the Philippines, Asia 
and the entire Pacific Rim  

Although all of Asia is deeply spiritual, there are only two nations 
that share a Christian heritage. Those two nations are Korea and the 
Philippines. Like Christianity in the Americas, Korea, to the north, is 
predominantly Protestant and the Philippines, to the south, is mostly 
Catholic.  

I believe it is fair to say that God has a special providential plan for 
these two nations and the Christian spirit they have nurtured, especially 
during this era of the Pan-Pacific Rim.  



258  GLOBAL PEACE FESTIVAL 

Imagine if the rising powers of Asia to the west and the American 
hemisphere to the east could unite upon the Pacific Rim rooted in Je-
sus’ universal spirit and mission to create “One Family under God.” 
Korea and the Philippines, representing the north and the south could 
be leading nations in ushering an age of everlasting peace.  

Both Korea and the Philippines have historically had very close re-
lationships with the United States. Having a common spiritual heritage, 
all three nations, I believe, have an important role to play in leading the 
entire world back to God’s dream for humanity.  

At the Global Peace Festival in Washington DC, I explained that the 
United States was created and raised by God to fulfill a biblical prom-
ise, first made in the book of Isaiah. That promise was to build a 
Second Israel where all of God’s children, from every race, nation and 
religion could come and worship Him in accordance to their con-
science. 

In the same way, God is hoping that the island nation of the Philip-
pines and the peninsula nation of Korea can unite together and play a 
leading role in taking the vision of “One Family under God” through-
out Asia and the world. 

The True Family Model for Peace 
Why “One Family” under God? The family is the cornerstone of 

peace. First, it is universal. Regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality 
and religion we are all members of families.  

Secondly, the family represents the most intimate of human rela-
tionships. We use familial terms to describe the closeness of any rela-
tionship saying, “that person is like my father, like my mother, my 
brother, my sister, my son and like my daughter.” Therefore, the family 
should be the school of love where we learn to love all humanity in its 
richness and diversity.  



             ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD                              259 

Marriage and family are the fundamental building blocks of any so-
ciety, but the Philippines, like the United States and all other nations is 
in danger of losing this most valuable tradition. Divorce and family 
breakdown are at an all time high. Every nation faces major challenges 
with its youth. The social and economic cost of the breakdown of the 
family is staggering.  

The healing of the family is a spiritual task. We must make it our 
priority to bring God back into every family. When God is the center of 
our families, all our other problems will fade away. Let us create “One 
Family under God,” one family at a time! 

A New Interfaith Effort for Peace 
Another urgent challenge facing the Philippines is to integrate her 

many religious and cultural traditions. You know firsthand that reli-
gious conflict is an ever present threat to the stability and security of 
this nation, the region and the world. 

Peace among faith traditions cannot come about through mere di-
alogue or through “tolerating” one another's prayers and rituals. A true 
interfaith experience is a celebration of the core principles, values, and 
aspirations that bind all people together as one family. 

The task of promoting true interfaith understanding is an urgent 
priority for our world and an important goal of the Global Peace Fes-
tivals. Before we call ourselves Christian or Muslim, Catholic or Pen-
tecostal, Buddhist or Hindu; and before we see ourselves as black, 
white, or yellow, or identify ourselves as American, Korean, or Philip-
pino, we are all the sons and daughters of God and members of his 
eternal family. 

The Culture of Service 
Building a culture of service is another core goal of the Global 

Peace Festival and a vital step for peace. There is something deeply 
spiritual in serving others. It is not something we should do for only a 
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day, a month or even a year. It has to become a way of life. When “liv-
ing for the sake of others” becomes a habit, we come to see the true 
value God places on all human beings.  

We are promoting a spirit of volunteerism and peaceful cooperation 
around the world. Communities and nations are being transformed 
through our efforts to build a culture of service rooted in the peace phi-
losophy of “living for the sake of others.”  

I’d like to see the Philippines, and all Asian nations build on these 
efforts and create a grassroots movement that will spread into a global 
culture of serving others. Taking this one step further, I’d like to see 
the Philippines’ volunteer partners joining with those of the United 
States, Japan, Korea and other nations to establish a Global Peace 
Corps. 

Imagine young people from enemy nations and from different faiths 
working side by side in service! Any initial misunderstandings and 
suspicions would fade away as they sweat, cry and laugh together with 
a common purpose and cause. 

Call to Action 
As we celebrate the Global Peace Festival here in Manila, we must 

initiate a worldwide “Great Awakening,” rooted in the true universal 
spirit of all religions.  

The dream of “One Family under God” will be the clarion call of 
our age! As my father said in a recent Peace Message, the time has 
come: “to tear down the man-made walls of race, culture, religion and 
country, and establish the peaceful, ideal world of God’s cherished de-
sire.” 

The power of one human family united with the Will of God can 
quell the turmoil of conflict throughout the world. It can end the strife 
and poverty of Africa, the conflict in the Middle East, and the final 
remnant of the Cold War on the Korean Peninsula.  



             ONE FAMILY UNDER GOD                              261 

As citizens of the Philippines, the Americas and the world, let us 
make a solemn pledge, under the steadfast gaze of our ancestors, to 
lead the world to peace through the vision of “One Family under God.”  

The Global Peace Convention 
With this in mind, I would like to share with you some exciting 

news. Next year we will hold the first ever World Convention of the 
Global Peace Festival. We will gather representatives from every city 
and nation where the GPF was held in 2008 and 2009 for a week of 
celebration, networking, conferences and planning. 

Of course, there has been keen interest from around the world from 
many cities that want to host this exciting and prestigious convention. 
London, Washington, Tokyo and Seoul were all strong candidates. But 
in the end, I am pleased to announce to you this evening that this Glob-
al Peace Festival World Convention will be held ….. right here in Ma-
nila ! 

This is a time when God is pouring out His Holy Spirit upon the 
world. With God’s grace, as surely as light overcomes the darkness, an 
era of peace and prosperity will emerge from the depths of distrust and 
hatred.  

Together, let us dare to dream the greatest dream of all! Let us own 
the dream to create “One Family under God.” May God bless you and 
your family, and may God bless this great nation of the Philippines! 
Thank you very much! 
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HAIFA, ISRAEL 
December 18-20, 2008 
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Global Peace Festival Celebrates the 

Holiday of Holidays in Haifa  

Haifa, Israel - On December 20, 2008, the Global Peace Festival was 
celebrated in Haifa, Israel, as part of that city’s annual December celebra-
tions. The diverse crowd was composed of Jews, Muslims, Christians, and 
Druze from Haifa and all around the country. 

Though it was in mid-winter, a perfect day welcomed families and 
individuals to the picturesque Wadi Nisnas where multiple festival activi-
ties took place. The crowds began to fill up the streets as early as 10:00 in 
the morning. Walking through the narrow streets, one saw numerous 
stalls offering colorful tables filled with a large variety of products to at-
tract the crowds.  

Our Global Peace Festival program was conducted as a joint venture 
with Haifa’s municipal company, Ethos, that produces the yearly Hag 
Hachagim event, the holiday of holidays. This is a month-long series of 
events every December honoring and respecting the four Abrahamic 
faiths.  

The program began at 10:30 am and lasted until 4:00 pm, with more 
than 24 groups and individuals (200 artists in total) performing on two 
stages simultaneously. There were rock bands and choirs, martial arts 
demonstrations and dance groups, vocal singers and ethnic musicians, 
and much more. Altogether, police estimated that some 40,000 people 
participated in the day-long events in midtown Haifa.  

Everybody seemed to be having great fun. Massoud, one of the 
neighborhood residents, said, “We haven’t seen such a celebration in 
years.” On one stage surrounded by historic buildings, a special Native 
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American ceremony took place led by Dr. Shuki Ben Ami, who was the 
events’ master of ceremonies.  

Twelve people were invited to the stage and paired with representa-
tives of enemy nationalities, religions, or races. Each pair was then 
handed an authentic arrow and asked o break the arrow signaling the end 
of hostilities. To the sound of a Native American slowly beating her drum 
and singing a haunting melody, each pair broke their arrows and raised 
the pieces high above their heads before placing them in the urn at the 
center of the stage and embracing each other. When all had finished, the 
master of ceremonies set fire to the broken arrows as the music contin-
ued. The crowd cheered and Yona Yahav, the Mayor of Haifa, who parti-
cipated in the activity, embraced several of the pairs. 

Mayor Yahav welcomed everybody and invited the international par-
ticipants to return in the coming years, and then jokingly said he would 
tax them after the fourth year! The celebration continued with more per-
formances. The audience filled every available space, including the road 
overlooking the area as well as balconies of nearby buildings. 

After the mayor spoke, Dr. Thomas Walsh, Secretary General of the 
Universal Peace Federation, led the Middle East Peace Initiative repre-
sentatives of more than 13 nations onto the stage. He gave an address on 
behalf of the GPF Chair Dr. Hyun Jin Moon, highlighting the role of the 
family as “the school of love,” the place where we develop the skills of 
healthy relationships within society at large. The crowd actively partici-
pated, raising their hands in agreement to the motto proclaiming; “One 
family under God.” 

A dazzling array of performances continued, and even though dusk 
was approaching the crowds refused to leave the festival. All stood to-
gether as the final song, “Seeds of Love,” was performed by Naty Rosen-
field with the whole crowd joining in.  
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All performances were offered voluntarily, and we had more willing 
performers than time allowed. The disappointed artists who were not able 
to perform were comforted with assurances of invitations for a future 
program. 

Prior to the main festival, several events and projects took place. We 
held an exciting service project in a Druze village on Mount Carmel in 
which the local Boy Scouts along with GPF volunteer instructors trans-
formed an old school wall into a beautiful mural. In Haifa, another group 
of young leaders from the Reali School joined Youth Federation for 
World Peace volunteers in a painting project at an old peoples’ home. 
The elderly residents were so moved that they didn’t let the young people 
leave without inviting them to share a meal together.  

In the Beit Hagefen Theater a special awards ceremony was con-
ducted on December 18, and 43 NGO leaders received a GPF special 
service award for excellence in community service and preservation of the 
environment. Haifa’s City Councilor Dr. Moshe Becker commented that 
for him it was the greatest pleasure to be among people who make their 
life goal to serve others. Dr. Eliezer Glaubach, the master of ceremonies, 
read out loud each NGO’s mission statement while Dr. Walsh, together 
with Dr. Sang Jin Lee, the Regional Chair of UPF-Middle East, and Dr. 
Masatoshi Abe, chair of UPF-Israel, handed out the awards.  

Also on December 18 two conferences were held in parallel at the 
Dan Panorama Hotel overlooking the beautiful Haifa Bay. The Interna-
tional Youth Leadership Conference gathered some 30 participants, Israe-
lis and Palestinians among other nationalities. Mr. Omar Halasa and Mr. 
Alex Gabb chaired the dynamic forum exploring the theme, “Youth 
Leaders Spearheading the Culture of Peace.” The second session was de-
voted to “The Role of Service in Promoting Peace” and was chaired by 
the International Chair of Service for Peace, Dr. Charles Phillips.  

In the neighboring hall some 80 religious leaders were gathered 
representing Jews, Muslims, Christians, and Druze among other faiths. 
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The participants were greeted by Sheik Ali Birani, the President of the In-
terreligious Federation for World Peace chapter in Israel as well as by Dr. 
Shuki Ben Ami the well-known writer and theologian. Ms. Nurit Hir-
schfeld, the program organizer, guided two sessions. The first, chaired by 
Dr. Frank Kaufmann, dealt with the vision of “One Family under God,” 
and the second session, led by Mr. Taj Hamad, explored the meaning of 
“True Leadership.” Round-table discussions followed each presentation, 
and summaries of their deliberations were offered to the entire plenum. 
Swami Parameshananda commented “When we look at each others' reli-
gion we see differences; when we look up to God we realize that we are 
all His children.” 

A week-long program took place under the banner of the Middle 
East Peace Initiative on the theme of “Religious Leaders Forging a Path 
for Peace.” Throughout the week, the international delegates visited reli-
gious and historical sites in Jerusalem, Nazareth, and the Sea of Galilee; in 
addition, they participated in dialogs, orientation sessions, and sympo-
siums. Two important symposiums were held: one in Palestine and one in 
Israel. In Ramallah, the delegation met with Sheik Taysir Tamimi, head of 
the Sharia courts, as well as two government ministers and six parliamen-
tarians. In Jerusalem, the delegation was hosted in the Knesset by Hon. 
Ran Cohen MK as well as by the deputy speaker of the house, Hon. Yitz-
hak Ziv. The intense fact-finding tours led up to the enjoyable main 
events of the Global Peace Festival. Tour leader Mr. Jeremy Jordan 
commented; “it is amazing that in such a short time a group of total 
strangers from different nations and religions can become such a close 
family!” 

The entire set of programs was organized by a small group of volun-
teers and especially by a group of youngsters between the ages of 15 and 
23 without much prior experience. However, their great enthusiasm and 
high spirits enabled the entire festival to become a huge success! The fact 
that such young people took ownership of the festival is the living proof 
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that the message of Dr. Hyun Jin Moon of “living for the sake of others” 
has become an integral part of their lives. 
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