




on the Principle and its application, includ-
ing accounts of his direct experience with
Biblical figures in the spirit world. Some-
times, these commentaries were accen-
tuated “through dramatic role-playing,
by calling upon people in the audience to
take part in the scenes he directed.” These
lectures, punctuated by songs and testi-
monies or sometimes lively jumping and
marching, also took hours, and there was
no provision for sleep during the three
days. Food also was not a problem since
most members were placed on fasting
conditions following their confessions.
Heung Jin Nim showed special concern
for infertile couples and called for cou-
ples willing to give birth to a child for them
to adopt. There were “tears streaming
from many eyes” as “the giving and receiv-
ing couples embraced with deep emotion.”
At the close of each conference, “partici-
pants were given a detailed schedule for
their...lives of devotion and attendance,”
including time for morning and evening
prayers and for study and discussion of
the Principle. Many members experienced
personal liberation. Public confession or confession with
one’s spouse was a prominent feature of “Black” Heung
Jin Nim’s conferences. They could unburden themselves
of deeply-held secrets and “separate from Satan.” With-
in an intensely supportive environment, they could repent,
make restitution as needed, and have a “second chance”
to become pure. Others achieved levels of spiritual inti-
macy which had been lacking.

Heung Jin Nim conducted three conferences in the
U.S.: at the World Mission Center in Manhattan, at
the Washington, D.C. church, and at a church work-
shop site in the San Francisco Bay Area. These were
attended by approximately 800 members each. He
also conducted a smaller session at the church’s sem-
inary at Barrytown, New York and several more pri-
vate sessions. Most importantly, he met Rev. and
Mrs. Moon and appeared to gain their sanction.
According to one description, he “ran over to Father
and practically jumped into his arms, saying ‘Father!
Father!’ Then he embraced Mother tightly, crying,
‘Mother! Mother!’ ” At the beginning of the New York
conference, Hyo Jin Nim Moon, Heung Jin Nim’s elder
brother, spoke in tears, stating, “I have the most rea-
son to be skeptical, but now I know it’s my brother.
Please receive him.”

These conferences and the accompanying world-
wide tour consummated the Heung Jin Nim revival
but also terminated it. By summer 1988, Rev. Moon
directed Heung Jin Nin’s embodiment to return to
Africa, an order that he disobeyed. At this point, there
was a consensus that Heung Jin Nim’s spirit had left
the embodiment and an evil spirit had taken over.
The reasons for this reversal were complex, but the basic
problem was “Black” Heung Jin Nim’s violent treatment
of those he believed were not truly following True Par-
ents, a situation that he found intolerable and for which
he held the leadership responsible. In addition, reports
emerged of his entering European churches on holy days
and leaping onto altars for loud prayers, followed by group
cheers and hasty exits. Some of this leaked to the press
and become a source of embarrassment. In sum, even
by the permissive standards applied to one regarded to
be a member of the True Family, his excesses became
too much for the movement to tolerate.

Once rejected, Black Heung Jin Nim deviated further.
He sent a flurry of faxes to church centers denouncing
the “evil Kwak” for misrepresenting his work to True Par-
ents. Eventually, he turned against Rev. Moon. There
was a reported book-burning of Divine Principle in Zim-
babwe, and the former embodiment, who resumed using
his original name, Clophas, traveled to Japan where he
attacked the church in several interviews. He later impreg-
nated and had a child by the wife of the church’s Japan-
ese missionary to Zimbabwe. He also began his own sect,

drawing out with him the bulk of the church’s Zimbab-
wean membership, eighty or so members.

Black Heung Jin Nim’s apostasy had little impact
in the United States, where apparently he was no longer
free to enter the country. However, members were con-
fused. Many members had faith- and life-transform-
ing experiences through his conferences. It was impor-
tant to preserve the legitimacy of these while distanc-
ing the church from the more bizarre aberrations. The
official position was that the initial appearances were

authentic. Heung Jin Nim really was fully present and
his forgiveness was real. At some later point, after he
had left the U.S., Heung Jin Nim departed his embod-
iment. This satisfied most. However, some voiced dis-
satisfaction and requested clarification about restric-
tions Heung Jin Nim had placed on sexual expression
within marriage. Despite his later deviation, Black
Heung Jin Nim consistently took a puritanical line.
This took several years to resolve in favor of more open
expression and was only one area of ambiguity.

Beyond individual and family considerations, a key
issue was the place of spiritual phenomena in the Uni-
fication tradition. The Heung Jin Nim revival clearly was
over. After 1988, there was little evidence of active chan-
neling and several copy-cat embodiments were not cred-
ible. There was a short-lived episode in Malaysia, but
in the U.S., several Heung Jin Nim “wanna-be’s” were
regarded as deluded pretenders. However, this did not
mean that the role of those with charismatic and spir-
itual gifts had ended or was even diminished. The place
of spiritual phenomena within the tradition was too

longstanding and pervasive for that. Rev.
Moon did not back off from pronounce-
ments that the barriers between the spir-
itual and physical worlds were broken,
and in the mid- and late ’90s, the move-
ment was impacted by a fresh spiritual
revival of even broader scope, though more
controlled than the Heung Jin Nim revival
of the 1980s.

Registering Tribal Messiahs

During this period the movement desired
to increase its membership base,  but
had yet to hit upon a viable recruitment
strategy, especially in the West. Between
1978-83, Rev. Moon “spoke about home
church and nothing else.” After that, there
was a “total mobilization” of members on
IOWC teams for three years, from 1983-
86. They were mobilized for the CAUSA
signature drive in 1986 and for the ICC
minister providence in 1987-88. In late
1988, Rev. Moon re-introduced the home
church providence, but in a new form.
Based on his triumphant return to Korea
and recognition by the Nampyung Moon

Clan, he asked that members return to their home-
towns as “tribal messiahs” and work in a similar fash-
ion to win their relatives. This also was in accordance
with the period’s dominant theme of “settlement in
Canaan.”

The situation was complicated in that American
members were simultaneously asked to undertake a
worldwide pioneer witnessing condition to evangelize
for extended periods in foreign countries over a twelve-
year period. In addition, they were asked to assist in
the massive C.I.S. workshops. Nevertheless, Rev. Moon
asked all members to register as tribal messiahs in
1991. Many families pulled up stakes and relocated
to their hometowns. Unlike in Korea, where there still
was an extensive village culture as well as clan and
lineage-based associations, many American members
whose families were scattered in every direction were
unsure of precisely where their hometowns were. The
vastness of America also contributed to couples and
families becoming isolated. In Korea, church couples
presumably could maintain a residence in Seoul while
working with their families and relatives on weekends
or during vacations. Or, if they relocated to their home-
town, the country was small enough that they could
still fellowship with members at worship services or
other occasions. However, in America, couples might
live two or three hours away from the next church fam-
ily. Or there might be five or six families in a state. In
many cases, with young families and inadequate
incomes, tribal messiahs faced major challenges.

The American movement between 1985-92 found
itself in a bifurcated situation. Through The Wash-
ington Times, the World Media Association, CAUSA
USA, the Summit Council for World Peace, AULA, Inter-
national Leadership Seminars, the Professors World
Peace Academy, ICUS, the Universal Ballet, the Assem-
bly of the World’s Religions and numerous other organ-
izations, it gained access to and interacted with lead-
ers at the highest levels. At the same time, the move-
ment’s grassroots base was underdeveloped. This created
a somewhat top-heavy organization. However, it was
consistent with Rev. Moon’s “1:3:10” principle where-
by the movement spent three times as much on ecu-
menical and interreligious work than for its own sup-
port and ten times as much on social projects. In other
words, the movement intentionally allocated only one-
fourteenth of its budget for self-support and mainte-
nance functions. This also was consistent with Rev.
Moon’s intention not to create a new religious denom-
ination but to transform the world. It was this deter-
mination more than anything else that propelled the
movement forward into the next phase of its develop-
ment.❖
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Notes from a sermon by Tyler Hendricks
on February 9, 2003 to the Red Hook Fam-
ily Church 

T
he Messiah’s greatest burden,
and God’s, is the human por-
tion of responsibility. He has
to work through us. He has to
limit his power and authority

in order to allow us our freedom and
responsibility, our co-creativity, and our
dignity before the creation. 

Because of this, God, Jesus and True
Parents have suffered. The prophecies
that the Messiah would appear as a suf-
fering servant are not inconsistent with
the Divine Principle. In fact, the Second
Advent chapter virtually foretells that he
will be rejected and will walk the same
path as Jesus, although he will triumph
over it through the benefit of the age. 

So let us remind ourselves of the mean-
ing of the Messiah as the suffering ser-
vant, and realize how much it illuminates
our relationship with our True Parents:
“Surely he took up our infirmities and
carried our sorrows, yet we considered
him stricken by God, smitten by him, and
afflicted. But he was pierced for our trans-
gressions, he was crushed for our iniq-
uities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds
we are healed.” Isaiah 53:4-5

Let us recall Jesus’ passion in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane “My soul is over-
whelmed with sorrow to the point of death.”
Matthew 26:38 Jesus had the power to
change his fate, as he testified at that
moment: “Do you think I cannot call on
my Father, and he will at once put at my
disposal more than twelve legions of
angels? But how then would the Scrip-
tures be fulfilled that say it must happen
in this way?” Matthew 26:53 But he did
not violate the principle of human respon-
sibility, and relied on his disciples. 

When we attend activities at Cheong
Pyeong Lake, we confront the reality that
we are in the same position as those dis-
ciples. The following text is from Heung
Jin Nim’s message from spirit world, medi-
ated through Mrs. Hyo Nam Kim (“Daemo
Nim”) on January 1, 2002. Father had
this entire speech read to the congrega-
tion on the evening of January 31, at our
opening session, and then again the fol-
lowing morning, February 1. 

“God expected that Blessed Couples
would make unity of heart with God and
True Parents by living with absolute faith,
absolute love and absolute obedience.
Satan cannot invade such Blessed Cou-
ples. But when the Blessed Couples acted
in unprincipled ways, they made condi-
tions for Satan to invade them. In fact,
most Blessed Couples expected that the
victory of True Parents would protect
them; they didn’t look deeply at them-
selves to check whether they had any-
thing for which Satan could accuse them.
They didn’t reflect on whether any fallen
nature remained in them. Therefore, at
least from now on we must work hard to
purify ourselves from evil and sin and be
reborn as original, true children.” Heung
Jin Nim’s Message, Jan 1, 2002

Indeed, True Parents’ task is unbe-
lievably difficult. God and Jesus gave him
the weight of the entire world when he
was 15 years old, and he accepted it. He
kept it to himself for a number of years,

but by the early 1950s, he had promul-
gated his messianic mission through the
publication of the Divine Principle. In the
current English translation, we have many
expression of God’s mandate to our True
Father, proclaimed publicly at the begin-
ning of his course, For example, at the
end of the Moses and Jesus chapter, we
read, “Christ at the Second Advent is to
… build the actual Kingdom of Heaven
on earth.” (EDP 282) It goes on to state
“Christ at the Second Advent will begin
by laying, both spiritually
and physically, the family
foundation for the Messi-
ah. He will then expand its
scope to the clan, society,
nation, world and cosmos.
When this foundation is
secure, he will finally be
able to build the Kingdom
of Heaven.” (EDP 286) 

True Parents declared
this to be conditionally completed at the
Pal Jung Shik in 1989, but they have
been working tirelessly to complete it sub-
stantially ever since, as the mandate and
prophecy of the Divine Principle is not
for a conditional Kingdom of Heaven, but
for the substantial kingdom, or nation.
The fruits of this labor were in evidence
in Seoul recently at the “World Peace Sum-
mit.” The representatives of world lead-
ers were in attendance, including Wahid
of Indonesia, Green of Guyana, Kemakeza
of the Solomon Islands, Lech Walesa of
Poland, Betty Williams of Ireland, and
more. We also heard from the former
mayor of Seoul, who is now governor of
that province, Yong Nae Kim. 

The mobilization of thousands of mem-
bers from Japan and America to work
throughout Korea at the time of the North
Korea – South Korea crisis coincided with
Divine Principle prophecy. Divine Princi-
ple states that the peaceful conclusion of
the third world war is the precondition
to the establishment of God’s sovereign-
ty.

“The world wars have taken place to
fulfill the worldwide indemnity condition
to restore God’s sovereignty. …three final
wars in which the heavenly, Abel-type
world prevails over the satanic, Cain-type
world. This is a condition to restore through
worldwide indemnity Cain’s murder of
Abel. After that, the world of God’s sov-
ereignty can be established.” (EDP 367) 

The third world war, that war between
communism and democracy, cannot be
deemed concluded until the division of
the Korean peninsula is ended (yes, then
there’s Cuba, but let’s worry about that
later). Divine Principle foretells that the
resolution of the third world war is the
precondition to the creation of the sov-
ereign nation of God, which we call Cheon
Il Guk. This was why we were in Korea,
indeed. 

While we are in the prophetic mode,
let us draw from the endless resource of
the book of Revelation. What strikes me
as important these days in that book is
not only the prophecies of the wedding
feast and the 144,000, which we have
been hearing a lot of over the past years,
but the warnings given the seven church-
es. The Spirit is telling the churches that
they are in danger of collapse, but is
always holding out the invitation to “he
who overcomes” to partake of the glory
of God’s kingdom. That glory, as described
in Revelation 5:10, is exactly what we are

promised today within the advent of the
age of the Cheon Il Guk: ‘“…with your
blood you purchased men for God from
every tribe and language and people and
nation. You have made them to be a king-
dom and priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth.” Revelation
5:9-10 

In the verses preceding this, we have
a description of Christ at the Second
Advent, our True Parents; “…the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has

triumphed. He is able to
open the scroll and its
seven seals.’ Then I saw
the Lamb, looking as if it
had been slain… He came
and took the scroll from
the right hand of him who
sat on the throne. …[the
four living creatures and
twenty-four elders] sang
a new song: ‘You are wor-

thy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your
blood you purchased men for God from
every tribe ….’” Revelation 5:5-8

Here we have a striking admixture of
the suffering servant Messiah, “the Lamb,
looking as if it had been slain… you are
worthy because you were slain,” and the
Lord of Glory, “the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.”
This is exactly True Father’s course. Our
elder Dr. Frank Kaufmann testified to me
that once, many years ago, he showed
our True Father’s picture to a medium
who knew nothing of him, and the medi-
um’s response was, “this man should be
dead. He has endured suffering the extent
to which any man should have already
died.” 

This has helped me realize the one-
ness of True Father and Jesus. To reach
1 billion Christians, we have to know the
meaning of spiritual salvation. Divine
Principle affirms spiritual salvation. True
Parents came to earth on the foundation
of spiritual salvation. Spiritual salvation
was bought by the blood of Jesus, shed
on the cross for our sins. We give that
short shrift, and it rightly drives Chris-
tians crazy. There is no physical salva-
tion without spiritual salvation. And there
is no ultimate understanding of physical
salvation until we deeply understand spir-
itual salvation. 

In the oft-used term, blood lineage, we
have to understand both words. “Lineage”
gets more attention for us, but we need
also to understand the value of the “blood.”
Unificationist preachers should be able
to thoroughly convey the absolute value
of the cross of Christ. Only then do we
have the authority to call for it to be taken
down and only then do we really under-
stand the suffering sacrifice of our True
Parents. 

Becoming the priests of the CIG

The main point I want to pursue is
stated in verse ten, “You have made them
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our
God, and they will reign on the earth.”
This is what our True Father is telling us
we have now become, as “owners of the
Cheon Il Guk.” 

Father said that if we bring success
on the tribal level, God would take care
of the rest. God has to take care of the
nation, world and cosmos, and He will.
It is not within the human portion of
responsibility. “Do you know the laws of

the heavens? Can you set up God’s domin-
ion over the earth?” (Job 38:33) 

Communism and socialism are human
attempts to organize society. They are
miserable and tragic failures. Only God’s
“invisible hand” can organize society,
working through the myriad hands, hearts
and minds of His true children. The “invis-
ible hand” metaphor is Adam Smith’s, of
course, from Scotland. But I see a par-
allel with the Confucianist doctrine that
if the emperor’s family is at peace, then
the entire kingdom will be at peace. 

This shapes what hit me on the deep-
est level over my attendance at the seven-
day workshop at Cheong Pyeong Lake.
These are what I consider the highlights
of my notes from talks given by our major
leaders. Of course, these notes were taken
in a condition of being sat upon and
walked over by numerous sikkhu (fami-
ly members), but I think they are fairly
accurate, at least to the English transla-
tion coming through my headphones. 

First, from True Father on the evening
of January 31: “Can each family restore
another family each year? Then if you
bring four families with six members each,
and each of them brings seven spiritual
children each year for three years… Peo-
ple who sacrifice themselves will go to the
Kingdom of Heaven. You don’t go there
because you won an award… Visit each
home and restore them to God.” 

The question about restoring families
was the first thing that Father said. The
numbers there represent Father’s ideal-
ism in multiplying the results that a fully
energized, organizationally liberated mem-
bership could bring. And Father pointed
out that awards don’t build the Kingdom,
but true sacrificial love. Namely, visit peo-
ple in their homes. Get local, get intimate,
become friends, solve their problems. And
“restore them to God.” That means we
should bring people, in their homes, into
a life-transforming relationship with God
through True Parents. 

Next I will quote from Reverend Chung
Hwan Kwak’s speech on the morning of
February 2. After True Parents depart-
ed, Reverend Kwak asked us to remain
with him. He shared very deeply, finally
at the end calling us all for mutual for-
giveness, as he asked ours and he bestowed
his: “Many blessed families are failing.
The providence is delayed. What shall we
do? What is your excuse and justifica-
tion? We neglected to do everything True
Parents asked, because of old habits. We
need to repent and reproach ourselves.
Tell your children we can’t go on like this
any longer. We need to redirect our lives.
We need to educate. Recover our identi-
ty and bring our children back to the orig-
inal course. We need to package our prod-
uct with love and truth and help them
see what we have is the best, and every-
one will follow.

“Once we set the standard in one place,
it can quickly expand to the world. Uti-
lize technology for God’s will, to let peo-
ple know that religion is the center.” 

About utilizing technology, he was
referring, I believe, to the internet. As we
all know, however, the Internet is just a
tool. To say, use the Internet, is like telling
a carpenter to use a hammer. Of course,
using a hammer will get his job done a
million times faster, but a good deal more
goes into building a house than just using
a hammer, and technology refers to all

The Gate is Open. Now Let’s Help
Each Other Pass Through It
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Part One Update! 

W
hat follows is a two part
short story. An earlier
version appeared in Sep-
tember of 1997. In my
opinion, there is need for

an update. (All of the characters and
places herein are fictional.) 

Our tale is set in a small town some-
where in Mississippi. Rich and poor, old
and new may be found there. Little do
they suspect what awaits them. 

One summer day, a salesman arrived
in town. He was a handsome fellow named
Bill Mixner. He knew people, and he knew
American society. Also a little about tech-
nology, and how people relate to it. 

Almost every home in town had a VCR
and a microwave oven. This was 1995,
and few had a personal computer yet.
These items were regarded, by most every-
one, as hi-tech magic boxes. They do your
bidding, and as long as the local elec-
tronics-repair guy knew how to fix them,
that was quite enough. 

The local repairman’s name was Jim
Faircloth, and he lived with his wife Marta
in a ranch style home near the southern
edge of town. 

About noon on a Monday, salesman
Bill checked into the American Eight
motel, out by the interstate that passes
north of town. The contents of the cargo
trailer he’d towed along were soon deposit-
ed in a storage locker. 

Bill Mixner spent his first afternoon
driving around, observing the communi-
ty. Right before five he stopped by City
Hall, where he paid in cash for the per-
mits required of him. He was too sophis-
ticated to waste energy dodging the local
cops—even if redneck Sheriffs were a
thing of the past. 

The next morning Bill was ready to go.
On the east end of town he’d found the
local ‘junk strip,’ the Magnolia Highway.
It was lined with repair shops, junkyards,
and seedy taverns. 

Briefcase in hand, Bill walked calmly
into Dale’s Auto Body. On the desk behind
the counter, a heap of collection notices
was visible amidst the clutter. 

Bill smiled. “Dale here?” he inquired
of a boy in oil-stained coveralls. 

“He’s back there.” The boy pointed. 

A monstrous Rottweiler dog growled;
Bill edged around it and found Dale bent
over the engine of a cherry red stock car. 

“Mighty nice. Yours?” Bill asked cheer-
ily. Bill hailed from Detroit, but his south-
ern drawl was nearly perfect. 

“Yup,” said Dale, and gently closed the
hood. “Race it on weekends.” 

“Costs a bundle to run, don’t it?” 
“You betcha,” Dale affirmed. “Don’t

believe we’ve met.” 
Bill shook hands, ignoring the grease.

“I think I can help you.” 
Five minutes later, Bill sold Dale

a forty dollar Bill Reducing Cal-
culator. It consisted of a cal-
culator and an electronic book-
keeping calendar. 

Bill explained, “This
device contains a very
special feature. It actu-
ally reduces your bills!
You merely do them up
on this handy helper, and
you need pay as little as
fifty percent of the billed
amount. Its memory con-
tains the collection policies of the IRS,
the credit bureaus, and major industri-
al suppliers.” 

By five, Bill had worked his way a mile
along the Magnolia Highway, and sold
thirty-two of his calculators. 

At that same time, Dale returned home
to his trailer and set to work on an impres-
sive stack of bills. 

The last stamp licked, Dale tossed
everything into his mailbox and set out
through a stand of pine trees. He crossed
a railroad track, then tramped westward
towards Jim Faircloth’s house. 

Marta Faircloth was just finishing the
last touches on a hearty supper when
she glanced up to see their back gate
opening, and a large, beefy man slipping
through. 

“Honey, Dale’s here!” she called. Her
husband was in the living room, watch-
ing the nightly news. 

Jim grabbed the remote and switched
to a baseball game. Dale wouldn’t be inter-
ested in news. 

By ten, both supper and the baseball
game had reached their conclusion; the
Braves had won and the men were in a
genial mood. There was a lull in the con-
versation, and Dale proudly brought out

his new purchase. 
Jim examined its functions, and frowned. 
Dale didn’t like the look of this. Jim

had been to college, and that had to count
for something. 

Marta came in, and Jim quickly
explained. If he had frowned, his wife pos-
itively scowled. She was good with num-
bers. 

“Dale,” Marta said quietly, “if you weren’t
such a good buddy of ours, I’d say caveat
emptor and not laugh until you’d gone
home.” 

Dale wondered what that meant,
though he didn’t ask. It sure

sounded like he’d be
needing a refund.

A careful exam-
ination of the
User’s Manual
revealed that
one was avail-
able, upon pay-

ing shipping costs
to the manufactur-

er—in Hong Kong. 
The next morning Marta arrived

at work early. She was the bookkeeper
for Crawford’s General Store, and it was
largely due to her behind-the-scenes
expertise that the shop had survived the
opening of the Wal-Mart out by the inter-
state. On her way in she nodded polite-
ly to a stranger, a well dressed man in
his fifties. 

Bill Mixner smiled and walked on. He
had other plans for the downtown area. 

The Magnolia Highway was long, and
it took Bill the rest of the day to finish
the area. It was time to switch tactics. 

PARTNERS 

That evening, Bill returned to the motel
to meet the arriving Fred Brown, his busi-
ness partner. Fred was younger, and had
an aura of boyish sincerity that women
found difficult to resist. He’d driven in
from Atlanta with another trailer-load of
product. 

This community was a center of region-
al commerce. Despite the Wal-Mart’s
impact it took Fred two days to work his
way around downtown. Meanwhile, Bill
started driving out to the smaller, sur-
rounding towns. 

By three o’clock on Thursday, Marta
was more than ready for her regular after-

noon break. She’d been doing the shop’s
annual inventory, and she was bushed.
She headed next door to the diner, where
she joined her friend Ellie May for a glass
of iced tea. 

Ellie was always perky, and today she
was downright jubilant. “I’ve been so wor-
ried about that old Winnebago of ours,”
she told Marta. “We can barely afford the
repair bills, and my hubby really wants
to take it out fishing this weekend. Why,
the fill-ups alone are eating us alive.” 

Ellie opened a box and took out a thin,
rectangular contraption the size of her
hand. Wires dangled from both ends. “I
just bought this thing. We’re going to wire
it into the RV, soon as I get off work.” 

Marta eyed it curiously. The stamped-
on label read, The UltraTurboBlaster®.
The instruction booklet showed how to
clip the ‘regulator wires’ onto a car engine,
and listed the benefits: decreased engine
wear, improved gas mileage, and a sub-
stantial reduction in road accidents. At
sixty-five dollars, said the booklet, it would
pay for itself in less than three months. 

Marta asked Ellie where she might get
one. Dale kept their own vehicles run-
ning, but not everyone had a mechanic
for a best friend. Possibly her sisters could
use something like this. 

“I bought it from a traveling salesman,”
Ellie explained. She grinned. “Handsome
fellow, too. Said he’d be around.” 

At that Marta remembered Dale’s unfor-
tunate purchase, but the man Ellie
described sounded like someone else. 

They finished their tea and left the
cafe. Ellie worked at a brick-faced office
building on the other side of Main Street.
She was just about to cross when she
exclaimed, “Why, there he goes now.” 

Marta turned and saw a tall, dark-
haired man entering a shop a block down.
“Tell you what,” she told Ellie. “How’s
about you and your husband come over
to our place for supper tonight.” 

“Gladly. I have to work late anyway,
so we were just going to microwave some-
thing.” 

“Remember to bring along that thing
you bought.” 

That evening Dale also came to the
Faircloth’s for supper, and got to know
Ellie and her husband. After supper, Dale
took a look at the mechanical miracle
device. He was less gracious in his reac-
tion than Marta had been. The refund,
in this case, required shipment to Indone-
sia, and the metal-encased device weighed
a lot. 

Intermission: Here we shall leave our
friends until next month. ❖
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kinds of techniques. For instance, how
to run a Bible study is a technique that
can be learned. To grow a church, to reach
people, Bible studies are a basic tool. How
many of us know how to run an effective
Bible study? 

I repent because the Seminary does
not teach its students this skill, or how
to set up a rehab center, or open a church
in a storefront, and so forth. So, to uti-
lize technology for God’s will means to go
out and learn all the spiritual techniques
and methods that are bringing success.
Over the past years, the Seminary is
becoming such an institution. This has
come through the introduction of field
internships and stronger emphasis upon
field education. It has come through the
ministry concentrations. And it has come

through the new “Discovery Course” that
guides each student on a path of discov-
ery, of God and self, of one’s mission and
calling, and one’s purpose in life in serv-
ice of God, True Parents and all humankind. 

I hope that we all may realize that while
True Parents are victorious, we have a
good deal of work to do before that vic-
tory is substantial. It is not True Parents’
work; it is ours, using the tools they have
given us. In this regard, the words of Rev-
erend Sun Jo Hwang, President of our
Korean church, are insightful: “We have
been part of the providence of indemni-
ty, but haven’t practiced true love. So this
is grace, based not on what you’ve done,
but what you pledge to do.” 

And finally, words of Mrs. Hyo Nam
Kim, given on February 4, her one chance
to speak with our group: “The owner does-
n’t do because someone asks him to. He
decides himself.” This surely emerges out
of her life experience. Did True Father

direct her to begin her prayer ministry at
Cheong Pyeong Lake many years ago?
Did he tell her to do thousands of bows
and take ice-cold baths and make all the
conditions that she made? I’m not privy
to their personal relationship, but I’ve
never heard anything that would indicate
other than that this was her personal
dedication, her own idea. 

Did Father come up with the practice
of ansu? Did he orchestrate the develop-
ment of the Cheong Pyeong Lake com-
plex? As far as I can see, these are the
fruits of the personal ministry of Mrs.
Kim, with the guidance of the spirit world.
I respect her enormously for it. She was
able to offer everything properly to Father,
and Father blessed her work and undoubt-
edly gave her guidance and goals. But
Father never could have found a mem-
ber out of the blue and just asked her to
do those things. God chose Mrs. Kim, and
Father worked together with the dispen-

sation of God. Cheong Pyeong Lake and
the ancestor liberation process is her per-
sonal ministry. She is the owner. Con-
sider again her words to our group, and
the depth of her experience out of which
they came: “The owner doesn’t do because
someone asks him to. He decides him-
self.” 

Brothers and sisters, we stand before
an open gate. How can we pass through?
We pass through only when we bring sub-
stantial results in our families of three
generational unity, in our clans and tribes
and in our communities. We have more
steps to take, as many steps as it takes
to build the real Kingdom on earth. That
will be the consummation of this third
level of the blessing. As Rev. Kwak said,
we cannot expect things to change until
we change. Father’s first question was,
can you restore another family each year?
Let us help each other pass through the
gates. ❖

GATE
from page 24



O
n Father’s Day, I remem-
ber my dad, Fen Korman.
He passed away 12 years
ago, and I haven’t lived
under his roof for 27 years.

My memories of childhood are com-
posite impressions:

My dad and I driving together in the
car—before seat belts, or car seats for
kids. I’m standing on the seat next to
him with my arm around his neck and
we’re crooning, “Ahhhhh baby, ahhh-
hh baby,” in kind of a singsong rhythm.

Or my dad and I hiking in the coun-
tryside near our home in upstate New
York. He told me about the lichen grow-

ing on the rocks, and the names of
birds and wildflowers. 

Neither my husband nor I are sports
fans — but if by chance, I
happen to hear a base-
ball game on the radio,
I am teleported back
in time. I see my dad
in his work clothes,
standing on a lad-
der painting, or
under the car fix-
ing something
with his battery
powered radio
tuned to a ball
game—the ever
present cigar
between h is
teeth and a cold

beer near-
by.

We had an
a f f e c t i o n a t e
closeness until I
became a teenager. He wasn’t much
of a talker. My mother and I shared
a deeper relationship and talked at
great length about many topics. I
began to doubt that my dad had
any internal content because he
never told me anything personal
about himself. He never talked to
me as my mother did, confiding
things to me, or talking heart to
heart.

He was born in Springfield Mass-
achusetts in 1918, and lived in an
Irish neighborhood called Hungry
Hill. His mother died when he was
a little boy and he was raised by
grandparents who had five or six
sons of their own. At 16 he gradu-
ated high school, and entered the
Massachusetts Nautical School Ship
and went to sea for further educa-
tion. After that he was in the Mer-
chant Marine, and then served in
the Navy during World War II. He
met and married my mother at
the end of the war. 

When he was in his twenties,
thirties and forties he was a lik-
able guy. He was a volunteer fire-
man, a team player. He enjoyed

talking and joking with the farmers
and workmen in our little town. He
worked for an insurance company
for 40 years, doing inspections on
boilers and pressure vessels. He had
a comfortable steady income and we
took regular vacations every sum-
mer. I never remember my parents
fighting about money. I don’t think
we had those kinds of pressures. It
was a very regulated, ordinary
upbringing. My parents loved each
other and I felt safe. 

My dad developed diabetes in his
fifties. He became more angry and
moody. He was transferred to sev-
eral different states with his job and

had to cope with new responsibilities,
new coworkers and pressures. The man
who joked around and loved nature

f aded  in t o  a
g r u m p y ,
ascerbic per-
son  who

was difficult to be around. At the time,
I felt very critical of him. Looking back,
I can see he was a person who had tried
to do his best, but was overwhelmed
by life.

In those days, people didn’t delve
into their childhood traumas to find
clues about their adult problems. They
didn’t even admit that they had prob-
lems. It was difficult for people to over-
come problems or try to improve them-
selves when there seemed to be very
little self awareness going on. How far
the generations have come with hon-
est self evaluation and communication
since the World War II era! 

My mom became sick with cancer
in 1980, and my dad dutifully took care
of her for almost four years until she
died. After my mother passed away,
he moved to San Diego and lived anoth-
er seven years. He became frail, thin,
and crabby. 

I think I looked down on my
father when I became an adult. I
disliked his defensiveness, his crit-
ical viewpoint of others, his inabil-
ity to see his own foibles and his

refusal to share his private self with
me. But now, from the perspective of
being a married woman with children,
I can see him in another light. I believe
he tried hard with the resources he
was born with. I want to thank him for

loving and staying married to my
mother. I want to thank him for

giving me a safe place to grow
up. I want to forgive him

for things he did that
hurt me that he prob-
ably wouldn’t even
remember. 

Lying in bed with
my husband, Peter,
this morning, I
thought of the gift
of fatherhood that
he is giving our
children. He tries
hard to share his
heart and express
affection to them.

He passes on the wis-
dom he has on every topic he can think
of (whether they want to hear it or not!).
He prays for them and encourages them
and tries to give them confidence in
who they are now and who they’ll be
when they grow up. And when I’m some-
times gloomy or struggling with my lim-
itations and shortcomings, he express-
es a fatherly love to me that my own
dad wasn’t capable of giving.  

I’d like to offer a prayer and a cheer
for the fathers of the world who’ve made
a difference in the lives of their fami-
lies. And to my dad who gave me a
beginning, and my husband who is my
other half until the end. 

Kim can be found at web site:
“http://worldcommunity.com” and has
email address: kimbrown@worldcom-
munity.com.❖
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Kim is a 

Wife and Mother 

in rural Virginia

The Summit

Sometimes the mountain top
Seems far, far away.

Out of focus.
A grime-rimmed
Mirage.

One foot after another
becomes
A bitter refrain.

Nerves and muscles spent,
Only the light streaming from
our heart
Can slingshot our body
To the summit.

Our soul is
already there.

Peter Falkenberg Brown
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ANNOUNCING THE PUBLICATION OF

THE BOOK OF GENESIS
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“THE LIFE AND MISSION OF JESUS CHRIST’ 
For the first time in print, a collection of Reverend

Sun Myung Moon’s expositions on many of the
stories and characters found in the book of Genesis.
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by explanation of those verses from the novel
perspective of the Divine Principle—the doctrine

of the Unification Church.The reader will be
sincerely moved by the depth and practical wisdom

Reverend Moon finds in
these stories, which have

as much relevance today as they did thousands of years ago.
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