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Marx: 
''As philosophy finds Its material weapons 
In the proletariat, so the proletariat finds 
Its spiritual weapons In philosophy. The 
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The method of seizing power is to be violent revolution. 

The Communists disdain to conceal their views and 
aims. They openly declare that their ends can be 
attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing 
social conditions.,, 

Marx opposed attempting a peaceful process to achieve 
the elimination of private property. He also opposed any appeal 
to human sympathies or morality. He saw that previous 
attempts to realize ideal socialist communities always failed, 
and he laid the blame for their failures on lack of philosophy 
and a disregard for the vital role of mass violence. 

G. Marxism as a philosophical weapon 

For the communist revolution to be successful. it is nec­
essary to mobilize and motivate the workers to make 
revolution. 1b do this, Marx, Lenin and other Marxists have 
molded a formidable "philosophical weapon." 

Marx himself referred to his writings in this way when 
he wrote, ''As philosophy finds its material weapons in the 
proletariat, so the proletariat finds its spiritual weapons in 
philosophy." "' 

Marxism has been highly successful as a revolutionary 
ideology. It has set forth a system of beliefs. which provides: 

1. A basic philosophy, 
2. Hope and a vision. and 
3. A plan of action. 

There are many ways to approach Marx. Some people 
approach him as an economist, others as a philosopher, oth­
ers as a social scientist. But clearly Marx considered himself 
to be the engineer, the architect of a spiritual weapon. the 
architect of an ideology designed to bring about revolution. 
Since the death of Marx, there have been others who have 
taken over the refinement and development of this philosophi­
cal weapon. However, Marxism-Leninism today can be prop­
erly understood as an ideological tool to bring about revolution. 
There are three major components of this tool, each with its 
own function and purpose. 

One is the economic theories. which are contained in 
Das KapZ:tal and certain other minor texts. These theories 
intend to prove that capitalism requires exploitation, that you 
cannot have capitalism, or the private ownership of the means 
of production, without having exploitation. Marx went to great 
lengths to argue this through his theory of surplus value. This 
theory argues that the problem is not a few greedy capitalists, 



MARXIST IDEOLOGY OVERVIEW AND CRITIQUE 

or some kind of selfishness in the capitalist world, or some 
misplaced values. The problem is capital. Capital, capitalism 
and the capitalists must be destroyed. 

The second element of this weapon is dialectical 
materialism. DiaJecticaJ materialism was developed after Marx, 
in what is called the scholastic period of Marxism. It attempts 
in an organized, systematic way to destroy the fundamental 
ethics of religion. particularly Christianity. This is done first 
of all by undermining belief in God. That is the materialism 
aspect. If there is no God behind the 1en Commandments 
and the other ethical and moral guidelines which religion puts 
forth, then we must look in the universe around us lo learn 
our ethics and morality. Dialectical materialism proceeds to 
argue that the morality of the universe is the morality of 
struggle, conflict and destruction. This is how progress occurs. 
Therefore dialectical materialism becomes a tremendous justi­
fication for murder, used today in communist countries. 

The final component is historicaJ materialism. the applica­
tion of the dialectic to history. Historical materialism has a 
very important role. In the early years of Christianity, the 
Christians lived with the feeling that at any moment Christ 
might re turn and the world may end. This apocalyptic feeling 
gave fervor to early Christianity. Conununism also shares 
that kind of apocalyptic vision. Historical materialism teaches 
people that we are now in the last days of history; we are at 
the great turning point. The entire history up to this point is 
just pre-history. and we are going to begin history when we 
begin communism. Fu11hem10re it argues that communism is 
a historical inevitability. You can try to stop it, you can destroy 
yourself trying to stop it, but you cannot stop communism. 
This idea is widely accepted in the United States today. There 
are many people who somehow feel that communism is inevi­
table for Latin America or other parts of the world. and there 
is nothing we can do to stop this. In that sense, historical 
materialism has successfully propagated the idea that commu­
nism is the inevitable future. 

Together, these elements comprise a very powerful 
philosophical weapon. 

H. Marxist theor)' and practice 

Marxism in theory says that private property and prop­
erty relationships encourage belief in God and religion. They 
are not the source of belief in God; however, they encourage 
it, they institutionalize it, and therefore they increase human 
alienation. Then, if private property relationships can be 
destroyed, the belief in God will soon vanish. This has been 
the official doctrine of the Soviet Union. Once the means of 
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production have been seized. it is only a question of time 
before the human situation is completely solved. 

It must of course be pointed out that we do not find 
Marxism in practice as such. Marxism is too utopian to even 
practice. It is too unrealistic to even apply. It is only after the 
modifications of Lenin that Marxism became practicable. Marx­
ism in practice is always Marxism-Leninism, the communism 
of today. Marxism-Leninism has successfully provoked a series 
of revolutions beginning in 1917 and lasting up until the pres­
ent day. Let us ask the question then, Does communism 
solve alienation? Once you have taken away the means of 
production from private ownership, is the human problem 
solved? 

In practice, private property cannot be abolished. but 
human freedom can be destroyed. This is communism in the 
Soviet Union today. God has been replaced by the totalitarian 
state, and the result is greater alienation. 

COfT'l'nlrism -+ lbtalitarian -+ Greater 
State Alienation 

One indi\·idual who was ignited and inspired by Marxist­
Leninist rhetoric was the French \\-Titer Andre Gide. Prior to 
his ,isit to the USSR in 1938. Gide wrote: 

Marxism in practice 

Andre Gide, French writer, 
prior to his visit to the Soviet 
Union in 1937: 

"My conversion is like a faith; all my 
being goes toward a single goal. In the 
deplorable state of anxiety of the modem 
world, the plan of the Soviet Union seems 
to me to constitute the salvation of 
mankind." 

Andre Gide 
after his visit 
to the Soviet Union: 

"The disappearance of capitalism in 
Soviet Russia has not brought freedom of 
the Soviet worker ... Those who parade 
themselves so proudly are those whose 
prosperity has been bought at the price 
of ... infinite poverty ... " 

My corn·ersion is like a faith: all my being goes toward 
a single goal. ln the deplorable state of anxiety of the 
modem world. the plan of the Soviet Union seems to 
me to constitute the salvation of mankind. 39 

After visiting the USSR. however. Gide wrote m 
disillusionment: 

The disappearance of capitalism in Soviet Russia has 
not brought freedom of the Soviet worker. It is essen­
tial that the proletariat abroad should realize this fully 
. . . It was precisely in order to find none of the 
poverty that 1 went to the Soviet Union. but poverty 
there is frowned upon • • • one might imagine that it 
was indelicate and criminal . . • it does not arouse pity 
or charity ••• only contempt. 

Those who parade themselves so proudly are 
those whose prosperity has been bought at the price 
of this infinite poverty ... '" 

lV. Communism as a social failure 

The Communist Manifesto has been invoked to justify 
various revolutionary efforts since its \vriting, and a commu­
nist state was born in 1917. Since then, scores of countries 
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have fallen under communist control. It must be said that 
Marxist theory has been given ample time to prove itself. 
Looking at the record. Marxism dearly has not provided the 
means to solve the problem of alienation. 

In 1960. Nikita Khruschev promised his people that by 
the year 1980, the communist ideal state would exist in the 
Soviet Union. This is clearly not the case. So'iiet apologists 
argue that the Soviet Union is still in the transition stage 
moving toward true communism. If so, then some progress 
toward the goal should be evident. When we survey the four 
areas of human alienation mentioned by Marx in his Paris 
Manuscripts, however, we see that progress toward their 
solution has not been made. 

a) Marx spoke about /he alienation of the laborer from the 
product of his Labor. Has the laborer under Marxism come to 
be the owner of what he produces? 

He has not. 

Soviet workers are supposedly working for the state, 
and the state is supposedly taking care of the workers in an 
optimum fashion. Yet Soviet workers today are not advancing 
toward an optimum life, they are struggling to survive. 

The average salary of a Moscow laborer is 171 rubles 
per month, yet the necessary salary for subsistence of an 
average family is 210 rubles. 11 

Outside of Moscow, the situation is far more severe. 
Fonner Soviet official llja Zemtsov describes abject poverty 
in outlying parts of the USSR such as Azerbaijian in his text 
la com,ption en Union sovietique. 

In spite of this, according to Michael Voslensky's, la 
Nomenklatura, a certain group lives quite well in the Soviet 
Union. They enjoy the newest products from Europe. Japan 
and the United States. Their children attend private schools. 
They are the new Soviet super-elite. 

Marshall I. Goldman, associate director of the Russian 
Research Center of Harvard University, in his text, USSR in 
Crisis, points out that Russia was fonnerly the world's larg­
est exporter of grain. Under communism it is forced to sup­
plement its failing grain production with imports. He also 
notes that various indicators of prosperity. such as the annual 
growth rate of GNf~ show that the Soviet economy is less and 
less prosperous each year. '2 

Untrue to its promises, a Marxist economy is not able to 
put wealth into the hands of the workers. Ironically. this has 
given rise to a vast (and illegal) system of free enterprise in 
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Marx's types of alienation 

Alienation of the laborer from 
the product of his labor 
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2 . Alienation of the laborer from 
his labor 

Does the Soviet worker derive joy 
and sati.sfaction from his work? 

-Forced labor 
-Meaningless quotas 
-Widespread sabotage 
-Suppression of labor 
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the USSR. Soviet citizens engage in activities such as 
manufacturing. buying, selling. transportation, etc .. clandes­
tinely. This black market, or ·'second economy" may total as 
much as 25% of the national GNP. '3 Without this clandestine 
"capitalist .. activity, the Soviet society would be unable to 
sustain itself at the present levels. 

The So'viet worker's contempt for the product of his 
labor is evidenced by the shoddy quality of the goods he 
produces. So-viet citizens will always try to avoid purchasing 
goods manufactured in the USSR. ;i 

The rigid. often senseless dictates of the SO\•iet central 
economic planning system provide another factor which alien­
ates the Soviet worker from the product of his labor. Michael 
Binyon writes. "For almost every factory. fulfilling the Plan is 
the only criterion. and quality control is lost in the scramble 
to turn out the requisite number of products. . . Russians try 
to avoid bu~ing things made at the end of the month as they 
are bound to be faulty ... ,,, 

This confusing and contradictory situation creates what 
may be called the most alienating working conditions in history. 

b) Marx spoke about the alienation of the laborer from his 
labor. Does the SoYiet laborer find fulfilbnent and satisfaction 
in his labor? 

He does not. From 209t -30'k of the Soviet workers 
leaYe their jobs each year. often taking as much as a month to 
register at a new work place. and several more months to 
conforn1 to the norms of labor output at their new job.•• In 
the United States. 12% of workers quit their jobs each year.~. 

Absenteeism and alcoholism are two chronic and unsolved 
labor problems in the communist system. There are frequent 
campaigns in the Soviet Union to rid the economy of the 
severe problem of alcoholism. 

When Yuri Andropov, and later Konstantin Chernenko. 
took over leadership of the USSR. one of their major con­
cerns was to institute new means of combatting absenteeism, 
and the disregard for work. officially called ''lack of labor 
discipline ... 

In spite of this. the regime stubbornly resists offering 
material incentives to its workers. The failure of the commu­
nist system to generate wealth and offer its people incentives 
to work has given rise to the expression, "They pretend to 
pay us and we pretend to work."'s 

Expressions of worker discontent are supressed. Union 
organizers are frequently in1prisoned or given "psychiatric 
treatment." 
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Kevin Klose writes in Russia and the Russians of the 
case of Vasilyevich Nikitin. a worker who criticized poor condi­
tions in his mine, and was sent to the psychiatric hospital in 
Dnepropetrovsk in 1972. 

Of all the many drugs administered at Dnepropetrovsk 
to impose discipline, sulfazine stood at the pinnacle of 
pain. OrignialJy used more than fifty years earlier to 
treat malaria by inducing a high fever (giving sulfazine 
its oddly sinister classification as a "pyrogenic"), the 
concoction had been used intermittently in European 
and American mental hospitals in the 1920's and 1930's 
to treat some kinds of extreme and chronic schizo­
phrenia. Despite its bizarre power to subdue even a 
violent person by inducing high fever, nausea, mental 
disorientation, and severe muscle spasms, most 
Western psychiatrists found that sulfazine had no ther­
apeutic value and discontinued its use. 

These were the qualities that made it so attrac­
tive to the MVD doctors at Dnepropetrovsk. "People 
injected with sulfazine were groaning. sighing with 
pain, cursing the psychiatrists and Soviet power, curs­
ing ·with everything in their hearts," Alexei told us. 
"People go into horrible convulsions and get comple­
tely disoriented. Their body temperature rises to 40 
degrees centigrade almost instantly, and the pain is 
so intense they cannot move from their beds for three 
days. SuJfazine is simply a way to destroy a man 
completely. If they torture you and break your am1s, 
there is a certain specific pain and you can somehow 
stand it. But sulfazine is like a drill boring into your 
body that gets worse and worse until it's more than 
you can stand. It's impossible to endure. It is worse 
than torture, because, sometimes, torture may end. 
But this kind of torture may continue for years. 

Sulfazine normally was "prescribed" in a "course" 
of injections of increasing strength over a period that 
might last up to two months. The mixture caused a 
violent, long-term reaction in the muscles at the site 
of the injection, normally the buttocks. Within hours 
after the first shot, the pain was so excruciating that 
a victim could not sit down and was forced to lie on 
his stomach to sleep. He could not lift his legs, which 
meant that some men were trapped by the maze of 
bed frames in Nikitin's ward, unable to propel them­
selves to toilet or dining_ hall. They languished in 
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3. Alienation of the human 
species 

Does man find his true human 
nature in the Soviet system? 

-Widespread corruption 
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"I ask myself: What next? What 
is the future of the country? And I 
answer my own question with 
bitterness: The Soviet govern­
ment, Soviet society, cannot rid 
itself of conuption as long as it 
remains Soviet. It is as simple as 
that.'' 

Konstantin Simis 

misery, dependent upon the whims of the orderlies 
or the compassion of other inmates for food and 
companionship. The stench from their suffering hung 
in the air. '9 

Once again. we are forced to conclude that communism 
increases alienation. 

c) What can be said about the alienation of the human 
species? Is the original nature of man being expressed in the 
USSR? References avowing that this is not the case are 
plentiful. 

Konstantin Sinlis, fonnerly a defense attorney in the Sovi­
et Union. writes about an underground free enterprise econ­
omy which is flourishing in the Soviet Union. This economv, 
without which the country could not survive. has the side 
effect of making everyone a criminal for engaging in activities 
which are normal affairs of life in the free world, such as 
manufacturing, buying and selling. 

Sirnis describes the \\-1despread conuption which 
has come about as a result: 

The corruption that has rotted the ruling apparat of 
the country has had the terrible effect of eating away 
the morals not only of the people who give or receive 
bribes, but also of the innocent, those who have not 
been party to c01n1ption but who have merely been 
living in an atmosphere of corruption and have been 
forced to breathe its tainted air. '"-' 

And now, finishing this book. I ask myself: What 
next? What is the future of the country? And I answer 
my own question \vith bitterness: The Soviet govern­
ment, Soviet society, cannot rid itself of corruption as 
long as it remains Soviet. It is as simple as that. 51 

The Soviet woman has an average of eight abortions 
during her life, and many have as many as fifteen. sz 

Perhaps the most significant factor inhibiting the develop­
ment of the original human nature among the populations of 
the communist world is the systematic indoctrination in what 
is known as "scientific atheism". This doctrine, based on the 
dialectical materialism of Marx and Engels and taught daily 
from elementary school on up, seeks to convince the popu­
lace that there is no God or etemaJ life, and that humans have 
no moral laws higher than those laid down by the communist 
party. Domestic publication or entry into the country of any 
literature or materials that have a theme proclaiming faith in 
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God or a higher spirituality are meticulously searched out and 
destroyed. s:i 

The individual searching for his true human nature could 
encounter no greater governmental interference and repres­
sion than in the Soviet communist system. 

d) Finally, has Marxism solved the alienation of man from 
man? Are the worker-citizens of the USSR able to establish 
fulfilling human relationships? 

Sadly, they are not. It is known that fulfilling human 
relationships require an environment of trust and honesty. 
Yet, communist regimes encourage their citizens to monitor 
each other for total ideological loyalty, and infonn on those 
who are suspected of holding ideas different from those of the 
Party. This can only foster the greatest degree of distrust 
among the people. 

By preserving the caste-like distinction of the ruling elite 
and their multitude of special priviledges, the communist sys­
tem actually foments hatred towards those in position of 
authority. 

Furthennore, Marxism cannot resolve the problem of 
racism. Fonner Black Panther Eldridge Cleaver tells of the 
racist attitudes in Cuba, as does Anthony Bryant, author of 
Hijack. Says Bryant, "The racism in Cuba is more intense 
than the racism in the United States. I was told that I was not 
black; I was mulatto. I then came to realize that there is a 
rigid system of racial castes. Racism has become a part of the 
communist structure."~ 

The intense animosity between the Soviet Union and 
Communist China is a further affinnation of the fact that 
communism has not been able to resolve the problem of racial 
discrimination. 

Communism claims to build a unified society of brother­
hood by removing the barriers of nationalism. However, the 
Soviet Uruon provides a clear example of national supremacy 
in the policy of Russification of the 100 or more non-Russian 
na tionali ties. 

The mass exodus of refugees from any nation unlucky 
enough to fall under Communist control seems to testify that 
nowhere is man less able to express his original nature than 
under the stifling burden of Communism. It is said that when 
the Berlin wall was constructed on the night of August 12, 
1961, behind every worker was a soldier with a gun, and 
behind every soldier with a gun was another soldier with 
another gun. 

Alienation of the human species 

Product Labor Is what 
of labor makes man 

~ Deprived of species­
essence of man 

4. Alienation of man from man 

Are the cftlzen-workers of the Soviet 
Union able to establish fulfilling 
and joyful human relationships? 

-Constant surveillance 
-Elitism 
-Racism 
-Nationalism 
-Mass exodus 

The Berlin Wall, 1961 
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Why communism does not 
solve alienation 

1. Not scientific 

2. Not true 

Four fundamental errors 

The wall today is far more than the barbed wire barrier 
strung in 1961. Today's "wall" consists of 850 miles of 
fortifications surrounding the city of West Berlin. A giant wall 
is backed by minefields, anti-tank traps, sand pits and auto­
matic rifle traps, and is guarded by dogs and machine gunners 
in elevated outposts.~ 

The Western side of the wall is spotted with white crosses 
which mark where freedom-seeking persons were killed trying 
to cross. The wall was called an "anti-facist protective ram­
part" by the East Germans when it was built, but no facist 
has ever been shot trying to enter East Germany. No one can 
visit the wall of Bertin without being profoundly saddened to 
think of the giant prison which is the communist world. 

111e case of the Vietnamese boat people is most poignant. 
The Vietnamese people have suffered centuries of domination 
and exploitation, yet they refused to abandon their native 
soil-until the arrival of communism. Now they are willing 
to risk death and tragedy at sea, with no guarantee of ac­
ceptance by the free world, to escape from their communist 
oppressors. 

Marxism does not solve alienation 

When we look at the Soviet Union and other Communist 
countries. we are led to conclude that Marxism does not 
solve the problems of alienation. It worsens them. Ironically, 
the very conditions condemned by Marx and Engels in the 
Communist Manifesto have reached their greatest expres­
sion in the Soviet Union. 

V. Why communism does not solve 
alienation: the errors of Marxism 

Communism as it is practiced today does not solve 
alienation. It leads instead to anti-democratic totalitarian 
dictatorships. It promotes atheism and stifles the spirituality 
of its citizens. It creates economic systems which are not 
self-sufficient and depend upon a stolen technology as well as 
that bought with credits from the Western world. It dehwnan­
izes further the frustrated workers and peasants of the world 
who have turned to it for help. or who have had it foisted upon 
them by militant political factions which have gained power in 
their countries. 

Why is communism such a social failure and such a real 
and continuing threat to freedom in the world? 

There are those who hold that communism today is a 
''betrayal'' or "distortion" of Marxism. It seems that they 
wish to absolve Marx of responsibility for the actions of those 
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who claim to follow him. Often. they would also have us try 
again to carry out the Marxist program hoping for a different 
result. 

We will take the position that it is meaningless to speak 
of whether the communism of today is a "betrayal" of Marx. 
Our purpose is not to establish the "guilt" of Karl Marx. 
Rather than affix guilt, the point for us will be to see what are 
the elements in Marxism which have allowed the communism 
of today to come about. It is the thought of Marx which has 
served as the base for today's Marxism-Leninism. ln this 
section we will discuss the flaws of Marxism which gave rise 
to the communism of today. 

A. The unscientific formulation of Marxism 

It is often thought that Marx anived at his conclusions 
after a scientific inquiry into the functioning of the capitalist 
system, but we can clearly see that this is not the case. 

Rather than an inquiring scientific mind, a Marxist must 
have a great deal of blind faith. That is, there are a number of 
key assertions in Marxism which cannot be anived at by 
science and reason alone. How did Marx anive at the conclu­
sion that mankind could be liberated by abolishing private 
property? How did he know that the proletariat would carry 
out this liberation? How could he prove, by science or history, 
that the human species-essence would emerge after private 
property had been abolished? Needless to say, he merely 
"believed" these things, and his followers are called upon to 
believe them as well. 

This is contrary to the scientific method. In general, a 
scientist may fonnulate a hypothesis and seek to verify it 
through experiment and observation. However. he must be 
prepared to yield his hypothesis to whatever lessons those 
experiments and observations may teach him. Marx was 
unwilling to do this. In preparing revisions of Capital, for 
example, as Bertram Wolfe has pointed out, he disingeniously 
ignored updated statistics which disproved his predictions of 
the impoverishment of the worker. s;; 

Marx did not relocate in Paris and later in London to 
carry out a scientific investigation. He went to study econom­
ics in order to learn how that area of study could be used to 
support revolution, the Marxist solution for human alienation. 

In the introduction to his A Contribution to the Critique 
of Political Economy, Marx reminisced that soon after he 
anived in Paris in 1844, he had already come to the conclu­
sion that the materialistic relations of production are the foun­
dation of legal and political forms. This is the basic premise of 
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the materialist view of history, historical materialism. Declared 
Marx: 

The general conclusion at which I arrived and which, 
once reached, continued to serve as the guiding thread 
in my studies, may be briefly summed up as follows: 
In the social production which men carry on, they 
enter into definite relations that are indispensible and 
independent of their will; these relations of produc­
tion correspond to a definite stage of development of 
their material powers of production. The sum total of 
these relations of production constitutes the economic 
structure of society-the real foundation, on which 
rise legal and political superstructures and to which 
correspond definite fonns of social consciousness. 5' 

Marx wrote A Contribution to the Cn"t-iQue of Hegel's 
Philosophy of Law, Introduction when he was being intro­
duced to economics and revolutionary socialism by Moses 
Hess. Nevertheless, he set as his goal the overthrow of the 
capitalist system by the proletariat. Subjective and emotional 
factors appear to have been of major influence in his 
conclusions. 

Marx resigned from the Rheinische Zeitung under duress: 
strict censorship and pressure from the Prussian government. 
He harbored hostility towards that government. and expressed 
it in his writings. In A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's 
Philosophy of Law, Introduction, he writes: 

War on the German conditions! By all means! They 
are below the level of history, beneath any criticism, 
but they are still an object of criticism. like the crimi­
nal who is below the level of humanity but still an 
object for the executioner. . . (The object of the 
criticism) is not to refute but to exterminate . . . Its 
essential sentiment is indignation, its essential activ­
ity is denunciation. 58 

In this situation. Karl Marx assembled a progran1 to 
strike back at what he perceived to be his enemies and the 
enemies of human progress. He did so from the philosophical 
elements available to him at that time. Marx borrowed Hegel's 
dialectic of "thesis-antithesis-synthesis" and applied it 
materialistically to civil society. In this way he concluded that 
private property (the thesis) must be "negated." In The Holy 
Family (Feb. 1845), Marx sets private property and the prole­
tariat against one another as thesis and antithesis: 
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Private property as private property, as wealth, is 
compelled to maintain itself, and thereby its opposite, 
the proletariat, in existence ... The proletariat, on 
the contrary, is compelled as proletariat to abolish 
itself and thereby its opposite, private property, which 
determines its existence and makes it proletariat. ;,!I 

When Marx used the ideas of other thinkers. he revised 
them as necessary to fit his needs. In invoking the dialectic, 
for example, he completely altered the Hegelian meaning of 
the terms "opposites,'' "contradiction" and ·'negation." Marx 
also took elements of Feuerbach's materialism, but criticized 
Feuerbach for appealing to the human conscience. 

Of course, not all truth has come to humanity through 
science. However, Marx and Engels emphatically ridicule non­
scientific methods of knowledge, such as religious revelation. 
Then they proceed not merely to go outside of the scientific 
method in making their theories, but also to take great pains 
to conceal what they were doing. They speak incessantly 
about "scientific socialism," but were anything but scientific. 
In the same way, communists since Marx and Engels have 
masqueraded as scientists even while they cling to an out­
dated scientism. 

B. The unscientific application of Marxism 

The scientific method requires that one first develop a 
hypothesis and then subject that hypothesis to experiment. 
Although it may be said that experin1ents cannot conclusively 
' 'prove" that a hypothesis is true, it is usually possible after 
conducting experiments to determine whether it is beneficial 
to keep working with the hypothesis or not. 

If Marxism were to be applied scientifically, it would be 
seen that the Marxist theories of (a) mate1ialism, (b) aliena­
tion, (c) dialectics and (d) communism are so many hypotheses. 
Seventy years of application constitute the communist experi­
ment, and the scientific verdict is clearly that Marxism is 
not valid. 

C. The nature of ideology 

Marxism is an ideology. By that we mean that it is a 
perspective of the universe and history based upon certain 
beliefs or basic tenets of faith. Upon these is constructed a 
philosophy. 

At this point we wish to discuss what are those basic 
tenets of Marxist faith. We will then oppose them with basic 
beliefs of a God-affirming view, which we call Godism. In the 
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sections which follow, we will elaborate the philosophical impli­
cations of Godism, and we will see the contrast between 
Marxism and Godism in practice. 

D. The four fundamental errors of Marxism 

The ultimate problem with Marxism is not that it is not 
scientific, but rather that it is not true. We can summarize the 
faulty premises of Marxist doctrine as four fundamental errors. 

1. First Error: According to Marx, there is no God 

Marxist materialism asserts that the universe is matter 
in motion and this matter has aJways existed. Marx denies 
the possibility that God created the universe. 

The universe is seen to be an uncaused phenomenon. 
There is no ultimate first cause. but simply a succession of 
''contingent'' causes and effects. There is no source of abso­
lute values, morality, right and wrong, or good and evil. 

Critique: 

Marxism claims that it observes the "real'' world without 
making false premises. Nevertheless, the denial of God is the 
first premise of dialectical materialism. Dialectical material­
ism denies God and then attributes to matter the qualities of 
God necessary to provide a semblance of explanation for the 
origin of the universe. 

CA USA Worlduiew: God exists 

We observe in the universe a progression of beings of 
increasing complexity, differentiation and order. These pass 
from particles to atoms. molecules, plants, animals and human 
beings. How can th.is increasing order and complexity be 
explained? 

To one who is only familiar with the laws of chemistry 
and physics, this progress would seem to be impossible 
without some miraculous intervention. 

In order to explain this phenomenon, theories of evolu­
tion have been advanced. Like many other scientific theories, 
theories of evolution attempt to show that the observable 
phenomena of the world are not "miraculous" but "natural.'' 
These theories are interesting and stimulating, and are able 
to explain convincingly the mechanics of the development of 
life forms from an external point of view. They are limited by 
the very nature of scientific inquiry, however. and can never 
deal with a more fundamental question for which the human 
mind seeks an answer: Why did this process occur? 

If there is an answer to this question, the answer can 
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only come from God. Marxism in the guise of a science 
denies that there is any answer to this question. Marxism as 
a pseudo-religion, however, has its own eschatology and makes 
its own appeal to the religious nature of man, encouraging 
him to give his life to fulfill the great purpose of establishing 
an ideal world. The very drive of communists to build their 
ideal testifies to man's need for purpose. 

It is only by openly examining the question of God's 
purpose of creation that we can come to achieve an under­
standing of absolute values, morality and ethjcs. 

Supplement: There is logical, scientific and experiential 
evidence that God exists. 

1. Logic: proofs of God 

In his 800 page bestseller entitled Does God Exist?, 
German theologian Hans Kung writes: 

Proofs of God today have lost much of their force but 
little of their fascination. They continue to exercise a 
silent, secret fascination on thinking people. Does 
God exist? It must be possible to prove this. There 
must be a proof that is irrefutable, rational, obvious 
to everyone. 00 

Traditionally, the most common proofs for God's exist­
ence are the cosmological and teleological proofs. The 
cosmological argument says that the creation and mainte­
nance of the universe requires a powe1iul and intelligent God. 
This was the proof for the existence of the divine used by 
Plato and Aristotle and further elaborated upon by Aquinas. 
William Paley stated it most simply, as follows: "If a watch 
requires a watchmaker. then our complex world necessitates 
a divine creator." 

ln a 1948 radio debate with Bertrand Russell, the Jesuit 
theologian F. C. Copleston used the cosmological argument 
to prove God's existence. According to Copleston, God exists, 
and His existence can be proved philosophically. We know 
that none of the material objects in the world are self-caused. 
Therefore, they must have an external reason for being. Since 
we cannot imagine an infinity of independent beings. there 
must be a prime mover and first cause, God. 

Numerous scientists have accepted this cosmological 
proof: astronomers like Sir James Jeans, physicists like Sir 
Arthur Eddington, biologists like Alister Hardy and paleontol­
ogists like Teilhard de Chardin.. According to them, our uni­
verse is so complicated, so intricate, that it had to be made by 
a superhuman intelligence, which we call God. Mere chance 
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cannot explain our kind of world. As the philosopher Michael 
Polanyi put it, no monkey can produce a play like "Hamlet" by 
pounding on a typewriter at random. Neither can mere chance 
have caused our world. 

The teleological proof of God is built on the notion that 
creation exhibits purposiveness. Man-made objects do not 
come into existence without a purpose of manufacture. In 
addition. things in nature have small-scale purposes, and these 
point to an all-inclusive cosmic design. (When we encounter 
part of our anatomy which seems to lack purpose-the 
appendix, for example-we are puzzled.) 

Stanley Jaki, a priest and scientist, maintained that sci­
ence itself has been successful because it has taken as its 
basic operating assumption the Christian belief that there is a 
rational plan to all of nature. 

A recent approach to proofs of the existence of God 
views them as inductive, rather than deductive arguments, 
and assesses them according to the logic of Confirmation 
Theory. Richard Swinburne, in his book on this topic, explains 
that while the validity of inductive arguments cannot be judged 
in the same way as deductive arguments, nevertheless there 
are clear standards for judging inductive arguments to be 
correct or incorrect. 

A correct inductive argument is one whose premises 
support its conclusion, i.e .• make it more likely than not (or 
more likely than some other hypothesis). According to a 
theorem of Confinnation Theory. a hypothesis is valid when 
particular evidence is more probable under that hypothesis 
than it would be, given another hypothesis. 

The postulation of an omnipotent, omniscient, all­
benevolent God as the creator of the tmiverse is an extremely 
simple hypothesis, which by the normal standards of judgement 
of scientific hypothesis gives it an advantage over competing 
hypotheses, such as that: 1) the tmiverse is caused by a being 
lacking -God's infinite properties; or 2) the universe has no 
cause or explanation. For example. with regard to the 
cosmological argument, Swinburne says there is quite a chance 
that if there is a God He will make something like our finite 
and complex universe. It is very unlikely that a universe 
would exist uncaused, but rather more likely that God would 
exist uncaused. The existence of the universe is strange and 
puzzling, but can be made comprehensible if we suppose that 
it is divinely created. This supposition postulates a simpler 
explanation than does the supposition of the existence of an 
uncaused universe, and that is a ground for believing the 
fonner hypothesis to be true. 61 
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It should be understood that until now, proofs of God's 
existence have been countered by various counter-arguments. 
Still, when all the discussion is weighed, we must conclude 
with Kung: 

The question 'Does God exist?' can now be answered 
by a clear and convinced Yes, justifiable at the bar of 
critical reason. 62 

2. Science: The threshold of proof 

Arguments for the existence of God are greatly benefitted 
by the results of modern scientific research. Significant areas 
include particle physics, thennodynamics of systems, genetics, 
evolutionary theory, cosmology and molecular biology. 

In evolutionary theory, for example, a revolution similar 
to that of 20th century physics may be in the making. At the 
turn of the century, physics was thought to be complete. The 
great British physicist Rutherford, when still a student, was 
advised to choose another field because there was little left 
to be done in physics. Today, evolutionary theory. based upon 
Darwinism. seems to have answered most questions. Still, 
certain problem areas remain, such as the mechanism of new 
species formation. Additional work in this area may cause a 
dramatic opening of the field. 

With regard to Marxism, Engels' discussion of the ori­
gin of man is based on Lamarckism, a theory which has been 
discredited by modern scientific research. No case whatever 
is known of the inheritance of any modified character by the 
effect of the environment or the use or disuse of organs. As 
Gregor Mendel has shown, characters are controlled by 
genes. Modifications in offspring are generally the result of 
modification in the genetic code. 

Marxists since Engels have tried to disavow the depend­
ence of the Marxist view of man on Lamarckism. Neverthe­
less, it is difficult to explain the central importance of labor in 
human evolution by means other than Lamarckism. 

It might be said that Marx admired Darwin greatly for 
emphasizing the role of conflict in nature. However, the 
Marxist view of man cannot be easily reconciled with Darwin. 

The presently accepted theory of evolution involves Men­
delian genetics and the Darwinian principle of natural selection. 
This theory is still being evaluated by scientists. Nevertheless, 
the question of why genetic modifications themselves occur 
is beyond the scope of biology. The CAUSA view does not 
specify the mechanism of the development of the human form, 
but deals with the question why. Human beings are created 
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as the children of a loving, parental Creator. It is reasonable 
to believe that the Creator acted with purpose through natu­
ral mechanisms. God may have used natural selection in the 
process of creation. 

Many of the pioneers in the area of modem biology and 
evolutionary theory today question some of the basic assump­
tions which are popularly accepted by the scientific community, 
and often taught in schools as seeming facts. Albert Szent­
Gyoergyi, twice winner of the Nobel prize, having devoted 
his life to reading "in the book of creation," writes: 

This brings me to the problem on which I plan to 
spend the next fifty years of my research. The prob­
lem is this: most biological reactions are chain 
reactions. To interact in a chain, these precisely built 
molecules must fit together most precisely, as the 
cog-wheels of a Swiss watch do. But if this is so, then 
how can such a system develop at all? For if any one 
of the very specific cogswheel in these chains is 
changed, then the whole system must simply become 
inoperative. Saying that it can be improved by ran• 
darn mutation of one link sounds to me like saying 
that you could improve a Swiss watch by dropping it 
and thus bending one of its wheels or axles. To get a 
better watch, all the wheels must be changed 
simultaneously to make a good fit again. 63 

In the field of cosmology, additional scientific work seems 
to point in the direction of a willful and intelligent first cause. 

As a materialist, Marx could only assert that the uni­
verse exists. He could not explain the origin of the universe 
and its purpose of existence. In spite of this, as Kolakowski 
points out, in his texts on the dialectic Engels rejected the 
possibility of uncaused phenomena, and: 

asserted that matter by its very nature tends to evolve 
higher forms of Being in the manner observable on 
earth. He does not explain, however, in what way the 
higher forms are potentially contained in the elemen­
tary attributes of matter. 6-1 

Why does he not consider more carefully the lawful rela­
tionship which exists between cause and effect? Science indeed 
holds that nothing occurs by accident. Without understanding 
God, the Creator of the universe, we cannot fully understand 
reality. 

3. Experience: the ultimate personal determinant 
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People are believers, probably more than anything else 
because of their personal experiences, which defy simple 
description and characterization. Experiences of love. hope 
and penetrating insight have kindled the faith of the great 
saints and enlightened ones, and have been shared by millions 
of people everywhere. 

Experiences of disillusionment, frustration, hatred, 
tragedy, and injustice may intensify a person's faith, or they 
may destroy it. When the faith in God is gone, and particu­
larly when it is replaced by the faith in no-God, then the 
construction of the Marxist worldview can begin. 

2. Second Error: According to Marx, alienation is ar, 
economic problem 

We have seen that Marx diagnosed the cause of human 
alienation as division of labor or its counterpart, private 
property. The solution, said Marx, is the forcible elimination 
of private property by communism. 

Critique: 

Communism, the forcible elimination of private property, 
does nothing to solve alienation. Marx's theory is false. as 70 
years of communism in the Soviet Union have shown. Con­
trary to what Marx predicted, communism increases alien­
ation. 

CAUSA can agree with Karl Marx on one thing, however, 
that human beings are indeed alienated. The grave e1Tor of 
Marx was in failing to understand the true cause of human 
alienation. 

CAUSA Worldview: Alienation begins with separation from 
God 

Men and women are created by God and are endowed by 
God with their original nature. The Judeo-Christian tradition 
is correct, however. in its belief that man has fallen away from 
God. This is the beginning point of human alienation. Through 
the faU of man, man has become estranged from his own 
original nature. ln this way, he has become estranged from 
God, from his fellow man, and from the world around him. 

Human nature is spiritual and physical 

In the CA USA Worldview, the economic behavior of men 
is seen as only one dimension of human life. In fact, although 
important, it is secondary to the spiritual dimension, the inner 
man. Man's economic behavior is governed and controlled by 
the inner man or the spiritual dimension. 

Scientists often treat mystical phenomena with contemp-
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tuous disregard. Jl;eve.nheless. the phenomena are there. 
Throughout history. we find things like divination.., inspira­
tions. demonic.al possession. apparitions. trances.. ecstasies, 
miraculous bealings. and occult pow-ers. lbese occuraoces 
cannot be explained. by a materialistic ideology. but they must 
be reckoned with for a satisfactory \-Orld ,iew to emerge. 

In spjte of the tremendous diversity oi religious t.e.ach­
ings about life after death. the common point is that man has 
an eternal spiritual aspect. From Plato and the early Greeks. 
through Jesus and Paul. through mos,t African and Oriental 
cultures. to spiritualists of the twentieth century, a beliei in 
some kind of sun;val of bodily death has been unequi,·o(ally 
affirmed. 

Certainly testimony to the existence of a spirit world 
penneates the Bible. Prophets such as Ezekiel and Isaiah 
testify to powerful spiritual ,;sions. as does the writer of the 
book of Revelations. In the Gospels. angels speak tLk. 1:28) 
and on the ~fount of Transfiguration. Jesus talks \\ith the 
long-dead ~loses and Elijah. 

Today perhaps the most dramatic testimony to the exist­
ence of the spiritual dimension comes from those who have 
had what are commonly called .. near death .. e);.-periences. 
These indi,iduals. who were pronounced clinically dead but 
who were lar.er re,ived. recall ,i,id and strikingly similar 
e>.-periences while they were ··dead.·· Books such as Dr. 
Raymond Moody's Life after Lir'r. tell of these e~--periences. 

The CAUSA \\orldview holds that e,·en during the physi­
cal lifetime, we are existing in the two realms of the material 
and the spiritual. In this ,iew ... death" means the separation 
of the eternal spiritual self from the temporal physical self 
which has served as a vehicle for the development and matura­
tion of the spirit. 

Is such a \-iew reasonable and belie\-able? The promi• 
nent American pragmatist William James in his essay. "The 
Will to Believe:• examines some of the factors which deter­
mine whether something is ''betie,-able." and concludes that 
many reasonable assertions are considered unbelie,-able just 
because they are extraordinary and new. s; 

A novel assertion which appears in the realm of science 
is often the target of ridicule until the scientific society can 
reconcile itself to the fact that this new ,iew is superior to 
preceeding views. This occured when Copernicus introduced 
his view of the solar system. when Danvin wrote about evolu­
tion and when Einstein proposed the theory of relativity. 

As additional evidence is gathered regarding the spiritual 
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aspect of the human being, it is likely that we shall be faced 
more and more with the reasonableness of belief in the eter­
nal life. 

The discoveries of modern science lend credit to this 
prospect. Whereas in prior times scientists thought of the 
material world as constructed of solid though minute blocks of 
matter, they now believe this is not the case. What we think 
of as the material world seems to consist of invisible patterns 
of energy. As Professor Raynor C. Johnson of the University 
of Melbourne has pointed out: 

The world of hills and rocks, tables and chairs is for 
the ordinary unreflective man the one real world. 
There may have been some excuse for the materialis­
tic philosophy of the nineteenth century which sup­
ported this, but the discoveries of the modem physics 
... have undennined that outlook. The solidity of the 
material world has proved illusory .. • 66 

It seems that a similar realization prompted Einstein to 
remark that his work involved the discovery of where matter 
ended and spirit began. 

The physical lifetime is the opportimity for spiritual developmetzl 

It appears that the development of one's spiritual charac­
ter is dependent on several factors. Among them are the 
quality of love and guidance which he receives from his par­
ents and parental figures, and the quality ofhis physical actions. 
If a person, for example, uses his physical lifetime to carry 
out small-minded and selfish actions, such as stealing and 
exploiting, he will need to rectify such matters in order to 
mature spiritually. 

A difference between heaven and hell has been suggested 
by the 17th century Swedish scientist, Emmanuel Sweden­
borg, who in his later years had an extended series of experi­
ences in and with the spirit world. Swedenborg describes the 
distinction: 

The attitude that causes a drift toward heaven is a 
feeling that there is a higher power ... (and in the 
striving) to relate to it. This same spirit of humility 
and respect for the greatness of creation goes with 
an effort to be with others and to be of some use. By 
this a person faces toward heaven ... The opposite 
attitude is to put down creation and elevate the self. 
The one bound for heU serves himself first, last and 
foremost. By this he is cut off from the opening-out 
possibilities of heaven and becomes enclosed in con­
cerns for himself over and above others. "7 
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If indeed our spirit selves grow in conjunction with our 
physical bodies. then our experiences of love, beauty and joy 
on earth condition our ability to experience these qualities in 
the eternal world. The quality of eternal life would then be 
detem1ined by the degree of love which we had experienced 
on earth. The most profound experiences of love must take 
place in the family, thus the family unit is the basic element in 
the fabric of a moral society. 

Present reality is ''fallen reality" 

Although created with extraordinary capabilities, man 
became separated from God and suffered the loss of his own 
divine nature. Th.is is the doctrine of the fall of man, accepted 
by most religions. For this to have occurred implies that God 
must have granted freedom and responsibility to human beings 
and detem1ined not to intervene in a way that would destroy 
human responsibility or violate human freedom. 

The belief in the fall of man also has profound and far­
reaching implications. If God is a being of love and emotion, 
as Christian scripture teaches, then God must be deeply 
grieving following the loss of the intin1ate love relationship 
with His children. Furthennore, human beings will never be 
able to satisfy themselves until they are able to restore their 
fundamental relationship \vith their Creator and Parent, God. 

How will this relationship be restored? To answer this 
question \.vill take us into the realm of highJy specific theologies. 
Certainly the Christian religion believes that salvation occurs 
through Christ. The Jewish religion believes the same, 
although particulars are different. In fact, most of the world's 
religions speak of some messianic figure. For Christians. 
Christ is the Messiah who has come for all the world. All 
religious people of the world, then are potentially able to 
unite on the basis of our common understanding of the need 
for salvation in Christ. 

The concept of the fall of man is vitally in1portant for the 
God-centered world view. We must explain two paradoxical 
truths: God is good, and the world is a place of suffering. 
Clearly, only by some concept of the fall of man can these two 
be reconciled. 

Belief in the fall of man also offers a tremendous hope. If 
God created with an original ideal. and the suffering and evil 
in the world today are the result of man's separation from the 
ideal, then there is the possibility of ending the suffering and 
evil if the original ideal of God can be restored. That is, there 
is the promise of salvation for man. 
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In the twentieth century, the idea of a human fall has 
encountered no little skepticism. Challenges to the scriptural 
view have come from those who state that if we are to be 
scientific, we have to give up the notion of original sin, the 
historicity of Adam and Eve, and the concept of the fall. 
Biology, they maintain, suggests that man has not fallen from 
a state of supernatural bliss. Quite the opposite; originally we 
were animals without a conscience. Very slowly, man evolved 
to the primitive stage of society. Morality at this level meant 
obedience to externaJ norms sanctioned by custom and 
enforced by the tribe. More recently, man has recognized the 
dignity of the individual, endowed with personal rights and 
responsibilities. 

Another approach, taken by the well-known psychologist 
Rollo May, holds that the Eden story describes the coming of 
age of every individual, involving an inevitable loss of inno­
cence and the painful dawning of self-awareness symbolized 
by eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

With regard to these views, we note that even evolution­
ism cannot exclude the possibility of divine creation and a dis­
tinct starting point of human life. Then, we are left with the 
key question of whether God created or not. If God created, 
and He is a God of goodness and love who would not will His 
children to suffer. then a real, historical fall of man must have 
occurred. 

Whatever view of the fall we may accept, we must deal 
squarely with the fact that evil is real, and immorality is highly 
destructive. Abstract and symbolic interpretations of the fall 
fail to explain how men and women became estranged from 
God, and how evil came into the world. 

3. Third Error: According to Marx, 
conflict brings progress 

Marxism is based upon the dialectical model of thesis in 
contradiction and conflict with antithesis. 

The belief that contradiction is the means toward prog­
ress is in fact a doctrinal part of Soviet policy today. For 
example, General Leksei A. Yepishev, chief of the Main Politi­
cal Administration of the Armed Forces. writes describing 
the operation of the dialectic on a global level, "The dialectics 
of the present epoch is such that the historical confrontation 
between the two social systems, between the forces of prog­
ress and reaction, is taking place in the conditions of the 
growing superiority of the socialist community and the revolu­
tionary forces over imperialism, over the forces of reaction 
and war. "66 
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When the dialectic is made into a law of nature and 
society. then progress can only come through opposition and 
conflict. When Marx spoke of the struggle between contradic­
tory elements, he made it clear that he meant overthrow or 
extennination. The law of the dialectic inevitably became a 
justification for barbarism, because killing ceases to be a crime. 
For this reason, the record of communism is a history of 
murder. Murder being the inexorable law of progress, it con­
tinues long after the revolution is finished. 

Critique: 

Dialectical materialism will be comprehensively critiqued 
in Chapter 3. At this point, let us simply note that conflict 
does not bring progress. Conflict may be necessary, but prog­
ress itself can only be realized through cooperation. 

CA USA Worldview: Progress occurs through cooperation 

ln contrast to the Marxist dialectic, the CAUSA world­
view affirms that the law of progress in nature and society is 
that of giving and receiving in relationships of mutual 
cooperation. 

How is an atom formed? First there must be some pur­
pose which brings the elemental parts together into relation­
ship. Clearly, this would be the purpose of fonning an atom. 
Centering on this purpose, the proton and electron interre­
late in the positions of subject and object. Through their 
mutual interaction, the atom is formed and the purpose is 
fulfilled. 

Every creation in the universe is formed from the union 
of paired subject and object elements which share a common 
purpose and are pursuing mutual benefit. The complemen­
tary relationship between the two provides the energy for 
existence, action, multiplication and progress. 

The law of cooperation is in operation from the smallest 
levels of particles, such as the proton and electron. to the 
highest level of creation, human life. In human society, hus­
band and wife form a reciprocal relationship where the giving 
and receiving of love fulfills their happiness and multiplies 
children. Ultimately, even the relationship between God and 
man confom1s to this law. In this case, God is the subject, and 
all men and women are the objects fonning reciprocal relation­
ships with Him. This fulfills the joy and satisfaction of God 
which is the purpose of creation. and also fulfills the joy, 
satisfaction, and eternal life of man. 



MARXIST IDEOLOGY OVERVIEW AND CRITIQUE 

Supplement: The growth process and its social implications 

Human beings and the societies which they compose are 
not static. but appear instead to be always changing and 
developing. How do these changes occur? What is the dynamic 
of change and growth in the individual and in society? 

According to the Marxist doctrine of historical material­
ism, productive forces are continuously being developed. At a 
certain point, the progress of productive forces is opposed 
by the production relations and revolution occurs. Through 
revolutionary leaps, changes occur in social organizations and 
in individuals. 

It can be said that Marxism does not enlarge upon the 
concept of growth. It is not clear, for example, what are the 
dynamics of the progress of production forces. Neither is it 
explained how a person grows to maturity. Nor is it clear how 
a social stage grows to maturity, except that it is assumed 
that some internal dialectic is in operation. 

This is a serious shortcoming. Marxist ideology offers 
no guidelines whatsoever for the maturation of societies to 
the point when they can achieve functional democracy. It 
merely calls for revolution. The religious tradition, on the 
other hand, is a wellspring of rich thought regarding the proc­
ess of the growth and purpose of creation, and personality, 
character and spirit, in all the various ways in which these 
tenns are understood. 

The Hebraic scriptures speak of the command of God to 
man to be fruitful (Gen 1:28), a blessing which may be 
interpreted to mean that human beings are endowed by God 
with the freedom and responsibility to pursue their individual 
growth. Even the creation story itself is a clear indication that 
nothing enters into mature existence instantly, but all things 
must pass through periods of growth. The universe, in this 
case, is depicted as passing through a creation period of six 
"days." 

For Christians, spiritual growth is closely linked with the 
two great commandments to love God and love one's fellow 
man. In loving God first, the vertical pillar of the spiritual life 
is established, and from this vertical foundation, the Christian 
reaches out to extend the love of God to others. 

In this century, the religious view has further been 
enriched by the observations of social scientists and psychol­
ogists, particularly those who stand upon the religious 
foundation. 

Victor Frankl, for example, in developing his method of 
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Logotherapy, speaks of three fundamental assumptions under­
lying his work. (1) Freedom of Will, (2) Will to Meaning, and 
(3) Meaning of Life. Frankl believes that man is first of all 
free, and as a free being he is inclined by his nature to pursue 
meaning. Engaged in the pursuit, he finds that life is indeed 
filled with potential meaning. Frankl writes: 

Life can be made meaningful (1) by what we give to 
the world in terms of our creation; (2) by what we 
take from the world in terms of our experience; and 
(3) by the stand we take toward the world, that is to 
say, by the attitude we choose toward suffering. 
(emphasis added)&> 

M. Scott Peck. in his work The Road Less Travelled, 
discusses his view of life as the process of growing spiritually. 
After years of successful counselling, Peck has come to believe 
that this growth comes through the grace of God coupled 
with the utmost continuous efforts of the individual. 

It is widely accepted today that one's early experiences 
within his family are profoundly influential in determining his 
future psychological health and wholeness. The diverse rela­
tions of the family also provide the natural ground for ongoing 
growth in the dynamics of love. Specifically, we may identify 
three basic expressions of love that develop progressively in 
the family: passive, mutual and unconditional. When, for 
example, a person is a child, he experiences love passively 
as he receives love and care from his parents. 

In relationships with brothers and sisters the individual 
is called to know love in a different way, through mutual 
exchange. The mutual exchange of love finds its most com­
plete expression in the relationship between husband and 
wife. Finally, in becoming a parent, one is called upon to 
express unconditional love towards his children. 

In a sense, the family is the only institution created by 
God. Clearly, the family is created to be the school of love, 
where each person may come to full maturity in his capacity 
for love. Since God's love is expressed primarily through 
human beings. the family appears to be the basis for the 
fullest knowledge of God, thus reaffirming the sacredness of 
marnage. 

Further social implications 

While Marxism intensifies grievances and urges the 
immediate violent expression of accusations, the understand­
ing of the growth process tempers and influences our 
responses to social injustices. 
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