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Unconditional Love 
Over and over and over again, He has given love in the face of betrayal and humiliation at the 
hands of human beings. That unconditional giving of love still remains on earth, even in this 
fallen human world. It is a parent’s love. What is true parental love? When loving their children, 
parents who think, “Oh, I must get back everything I've given my children, with interest!” are not 
true parents. True parents sacrifice day and night, giving love again and again to their children. 
No matter where they go, they do not forget them and want to give more to them. They live for 
them twenty-four hours a day, transcending time and distance. This kind of love is closest to the 
original love. Because He is the origin of this kind of love, God could lead human beings to the 
truth and lay the foundation for their salvation. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 

God wants to give His true love endlessly to His object partner. Parents hope that their children 
will surpass them, so they want to give their children more and more. Husbands and wives in 
love also want their partners to surpass them, so they invest themselves again and again and 
forget what they have given. This desire to invest and invest again in your object partner sparks 
the action of true love. From the position of the subject partner of true love, by continually giving 
and giving again for the sake of human beings, God exists eternally. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 
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No one wants a beloved partner or a dear child to be inferior to oneself. Where does this heart 
come from? It comes from God. He feels the same way. God wants His love partner and His 
children to be better than Himself. Therefore, to create children better than Himself, a love 
partner better than Himself, He had to invest more than Himself. Even now He has to invest one 
thousand times more and forget what He has given, then invest ten thousand times more and 
forget what He has given. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 
 
A mother gives her love and forgets what she has given. She doesn’t record it in a notebook and 
expect to get it back. A mother is happy while giving her milk and giving her life to her child. Even 
mothers in this fallen world are like this, so you should be even more giving. True love exists 
eternally among those who invest totally and then forget how much they have invested. (CSG, Bk 
3, Ch 1, §2) 
 
There is no end to love. There is no end to parents’ love. If a man and woman devoted 
themselves to their child, feeding and dressing him or her well, and raising him or her to be 
successful internally and externally, and then the child died, those parents would never feel they 
had done all they could for the child. Even after giving something good, it is the way of love to 
feel it was inadequate. After giving something good, love never boasts. It bows its head and is 
humble and quiet. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 5, §5) 
   



 

 
 
When parents love their children, they don’t say, “We bought you shoes and clothes a few days 
ago, and invested our sweat and blood for you, and it cost this much,” and record it in a ledger. 
When parents love their children, they want to treat them even better than the princes and 
princesses in any palace in the world. With hearts wanting to give more, they say, “I did all I 
could, but this is all I can give you. I'm sorry.” Parents always want to give their children 
something better. This is why we cherish parents’ love. Parents give and yet feel that it is not 
enough; they love and yet feel that they should have loved more. Even after giving, they still are 
not content with what they were able to give their children. Parents’ love connects to eternal 
love. That is where our tradition of love begins. (CSG, Bk 2, Ch 5, §5) 
 
What is true love? In this human world, since we have never seen God, we say we don’t know. 
True love is stronger than a mother’s love for her child, stronger than the burning passion of first 
love, that explosive power that rushes in, oblivious to even a life-or-death situation. The love of 
parents, who will sacrifice their own lives to protect their children from death, is connected to 
Heaven’s love. Heaven’s love begins there. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1) 
 
Children are the substantial manifestation of their parents’ love and investment. They are an 
extension of their parents’ life and the embodiment of their parents’ ideals. Those who have 
given birth to children and loved them know this. They say to their beloved children, “You are the 
embodiment of my love, the extension of my life and the realization of my ideals. You are a 
second me.” Because children are born on the basis of the parents’ love, life and ideals, the 
more the parents see their children, the more they find them lovable, the more vibrant their 
lives become and the more they discover in their children their ideal object partners. (CSG, Bk 3, 
Ch 2, §2) 
   



 

 
 
Parents are unique, unchanging and eternal. Who your parents are cannot change. Because of 
this, parental love is unaffected by social or political revolutions. No matter how many of those 
come and go, parental love is not affected; it lasts forever. Parents, as subject partners of love, 
need their object partners absolutely. They need them uniquely, unchangingly and eternally. 
(CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
A mother and father do not keep accounts of their sacrifices for their children, how much they 
worked at night to feed them and send them to school. They don’t calculate their investment or 
expect a return, saying, “I have spent this amount on you; in ten years it will be worth this much, 
including interest.” Instead they invest everything without keeping track of it and forget what 
they have invested. The principle of creation tells us that only in sacrifice can you find true love. 
This is why parents are good. Parental love is the best thing. People without parents are called 
orphans. Being an orphan is very sad. An orphan has no roots and so cannot set his or her 
direction in place. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Parents’ love toward their children does not appear just on the basis of routine, everyday 
interactions. It is a love that springs from the very marrow of the parents’ bones. The parents 
have a heart of love that, beyond their own will, they can never forget or cut off. Therefore 
parents love their children as long as they live. When parents feel that their lives are connected 
with their children, a loving heart toward their children naturally springs up. Parents don’t make 
a conscious choice in saying, “I am going to love that child because he is my son,” as if they could 
do otherwise. They share heart and connection. The life force that connects them guarantees 
they cannot help loving their children. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 



 
 
 In the parent-child relationship, a baby pushes his way to his mother’s breast to nurse. Would 
this be possible without love? No, it would not. A mother feels a mother’s love toward her baby. 
When she holds her baby, rather than identifying her happiness with herself, she feels as if 
heaven and earth have entered a state of peace, and in that holistic atmosphere, goodness is 
growing. No matter how hard the baby pushes its way to its mother’s breast, an embracing heart 
wells up within her. She forgives the baby’s pushing and says, “Go ahead, little one!” This is 
because parents love their children immeasurably. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
 There is no limit to the love parents feel for their children. In one sense a baby is like an enemy 
to the mother. The infant is an enemy who takes a siphon and sucks out its mother’s flesh and 
blood. However, through her baby a woman gains new hope as a mother and finds new 
stimulus in her husband. In that place there is an unspoken understanding. That place is not a 
result of regulations. It is connected to absolute love. So, by the power of true love, parents have 
the strongest standard of love, love that is absolute, not for them, but for God and for the whole. 
So you pledge to God that you will serve for the sake of the whole. If you are not standing on 
that standard, your speaking and listening and looking and promising count for nothing; all 
those things can change at any time. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Parents cannot discard their own children. They are the community of love. It is because the 
children are the fruit of love. Everything bears fruit. Everything seeks fruit. There is nothing that 
can deny fruit. No tree will deny its own fruit. Fruit sustains eternity. The parents’ fruit draws all 
the elements of love from a father and mother. It mobilizes everything. That is why when they 
look at it they say it’s good. Within me there is an eternal me, there is a history of me, and there 
is a developing me. Love in the present and future is connected in me. There is no principle 
allowing attacks on the love between parents and children. It cannot be struck. The universe 
naturally protects it. The law of the universe does not permit an attack on the place where loving 
parents embrace their loving children; rather, it gives natural protection. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2)  
 
To satisfy a baby’s hunger, its mother’s breasts swell with milk. When the milk accumulates, the 
breasts begin to hurt and the mother’s entire body feels pressure. The feeling of a mother as she 
embraces and breastfeeds her child is beyond expression. When the swollen breasts empty, the 
mother feels relieved and happy. Only mothers can understand this feeling. Moreover, as a 
mother watches her baby nurse at her breast and caresses it, love springs up in her heart. At 
that time, joy and sadness intertwine in a mother’s heart in a way that only a mother can 
comprehend. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Original love is the love that enables parents to sacrifice their life for their children. Their love 
goes beyond their own life. The origin of the universe was not for the sake of life. It was created 
for the sake of love, and therefore love comes first. Thus it is life that appears from love, not love 
that appears from life. Thus, genuine love can sacrifice life and go beyond life. This is the love of 
Heaven, a love that can connect with the universe. In the universe, parents who sacrifice their 
life for their children are unmatched true parents. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 



 
 
We can observe that parents who have raised many children have hearts that are wide, deep 
and large. People who have raised many children cannot strike even their enemies. It is because 
they stand on a mysterious, broad foundation and live according to that broad and expansive 
law. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Parents’ love is realized in relation to their child. Children’s love is realized in relation to their 
parents. God's act of creation was to realize the ideal of true love, which cannot occur if God 
remains alone. That is why He sought to realize the father- son relationship based on true love. 
(CSG, Bk 4, Ch 3, §1)   



 

Raising Children 
When parents raise their children, specifically, while a mother feeds her baby, she does not say, 
“Later, when you understand things, you'd better remember that I am the one who raised you.” 
A parent like that would not be normal. If you want to be that way, I suggest you raise a cow and 
ask it to help you with your work. No parent would request of his or her child, “I have loved you 
this much, so you have to repay me more than that amount.” You sacrifice for a person you love. 
You give and give and still feel it is not enough; you want to give and give and keep on giving 
more. This way of love continuously brings us to feel ultimate value and provides constant hope 
for the future. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 

 
 

Even in this fallen world, a mother who loves her children invests in them and then repeatedly 
forgets how much she has given; she serves and sacrifices for their sake, hoping they will do 
well. Even though her child fails to attain success, until her dying moment she wants to continue 
to invest. This is the love of a mother. That is how it is even in this fallen world. When children 
come to know their mother was like this, they will go to her grave and tearfully ask her to forgive 
their unfilial behavior. Even though it is too late, they will repent, resolving to turn around 180 
degrees and fulfill their duty to her. This filial piety is not a way of clever strategies or methods. 
This is the way of love, of truly sacrificing and offering one’s flesh and blood. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Parents will say to their son when he leaves the house, “Son, watch for cars when you cross the 
road today,” even if he is seventy. Even at ninety years of age, parents will never tire of this; they 



 
will continue to say it every day, even to eternity. This is love. Knowing that parental love is like 
this even in our fallen world, do you think you would get tired of loving when you are in the 
original world of God’s love? This is the first step in establishing our life’s realm as God’s true 
object partner. When we come to know that God’s love is eternal and unchanging, from our 
experience with human love we can deduce the logic of eternal life. We conclude that by 
centering on true love, we live for eternity. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2) 
 
In loving their children, parents do not announce, “Parents should be like this,” and love their 
children according to certain theories. Parents do not assert themselves but deny themselves. 
That is, they love their children without regard for position. In other words, parents do not love 
their children based upon their authority as parents, and always and only from this imposing 
position. Instead they take a higher stance by loving their children without a bit of concern for 
their status of authority. This is the heart with which parents love their children. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2) 
 
What are children? Through our children, God educates us and lets us feel how much He loves 
us. Through our children, we can also understand the joy God felt when He created Adam and 
Eve. When our children are born, we feel love and joy, and we come to know how God felt when 
He created our human ancestors. Because we need to learn how to love children the way God 
does, we need to have children. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 3) 
 
Children are meant to inherit the kingship of the future. You should have the attitude that you 
are raising the king’s descendants to be dispatched themselves as kings and queens of great 
nations. You should educate your children because you want them to rise in the world. When 
children are born, every parent and nation hopes they will become true parents, true teachers 
and true owners. Children are the kings and queens of the future. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 3) 
 
Originally, Adam and Eve should have been a prince and princess. God’s sorrow is that He could 
not teach His prince and princess how to lead their lives. We need to resolve God’s sorrow, 
which originated from this lost opportunity to teach them. Adam and Eve were a prince and 
princess. Originally, the boy was a prince and the girl was a princess. Those who can enter the 
kingdom of heaven are those who have experienced the heart of a prince or princess. Without 
that, no one can enter the kingdom of heaven. God could not teach Adam and Eve, as His son 
and daughter, to become a prince and princess. They were never taught to be brother and 
sister. If they had been properly taught, the whole world could have been united based on the 
bonds between brothers and sisters. Originally, human beings would have experienced the 
hearts of a prince and princess and the realm of the royal family in the heavenly palace. 
Consequently, they could have entered the kingdom of heaven. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 3)   



 
 

 
We are to raise our children to be people who are like God. This is the standard for education. 
What does it mean for a person to be like God? It is not defined by the shape of one’s face, how 
much energy one has, or the extent of one’s abilities. Being like God means loving as God loves. 
It requires perfecting oneself as a person and learning to love as God loves. Then what is God’s 
love all about? If we analyze it, there are three kinds - parental love, conjugal love and filial love. 
That is all it is. His love is nothing other than these three kinds of love. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
For us to be a mother or a father, it is not enough just to give birth to our children. We have to 
raise them and educate them. What is the purpose for which we raise them? It is so they can 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Even if we cannot give them education on other matters, we 
should at least educate them so they can enter the heavenly kingdom. We should not leave 
them unable to go to the place where all their family members and relatives reside. That is why 
we need to educate them. By this, I mean to teach them about heavenly law. That education is of 
foremost importance. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Education does not take place only through a teacher standing at a podium with books, but also 
through the teacher’s words and deeds. The way a person dresses is an education; you can tell a 
good deal about a person’s character by the way he or she dresses. Just as the body reflects the 
mind, a person’s clothes reflect his or her character. In this light, our daily life offers constant 
opportunities to educate, stimulate and influence everyone around us. If we continually 
strengthen our effectiveness in educating people in our daily life, society surely will develop. 
That is where new hope for our world unfolds. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 



 
The family is a textbook to connect us to the kingdom of heaven. It is the educational textbook. 
When you apply it to the nation, you will become a patriot; when you apply it to the world, you 
will become a saint, and when you practice it in the context of heaven and earth, you will 
become God’s child, His divine son or daughter. All people have that desire. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Parents should be the center of the family, and teachers should be the center of the educational 
institutions of society. Parents rear children by nourishing them, supporting their physical 
development as well as their emotional development. The school prepares people for their 
future life in society. If the family is the emotional training ground, the school is the social 
training ground, like a laboratory. The family is the training ground of heart. Thus, at school we 
must interact with love and affection as brothers and sisters, and do so in the nation as well. 
Parents’ education at home is to prepare the children to love their school, their society and their 
nation. Parents should pass on everything in the realm of heart to their children, who are their 
heirs. They should lay the foundation of heart for their children by teaching them to follow their 
way of life in the family, society and nation. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
You should not be happy merely with having given birth to a son, even if you waited a long time 
for him. As much as you are happy with your son, your concern should be how to rear that son 
to become a valuable person. Parents who know the principle of Heaven are concerned about 
this and balance their affection toward their child. Those who are just pleased with giving birth 
to their child are making a mistake from the outset. Our concern should be how we can raise a 
son who can add value to the nation. If you desire to have a son for this purpose, you set a 
condition to serve the nation from the outset. This is an important matter. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
We need to attend God in our heart. We should educate our children with Him in our heart. A 
teacher should never allow children to take the easy way out and submit incomplete work. They 
should be like a parent. No parents teach their children to do wrong. Some teachers might let 
their students do wrong. The teacher could become the enemy and subvert them, to their ruin. 
There can be two kinds of teachers and two kinds of siblings, but there is only one kind of 
parent. No matter how evil people are, they teach their children to do what is right. (CSG Bk 5, 
Ch 4) 
 
We can love different types of people only after we give birth to children and raise them in the 
family. If we could love people of all ages, from little children to the elderly - if as a man we knew 
how to love, purely, all the women in the world, or as a woman we knew how to love, purely, all 
the men in the world - would this not be an ideal world? What is the family about? It is the 
educational center to introduce us to the ideal world. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
When we raise our children, we have to care for them with more love than that with which we 
care for ourselves. When we fulfill our responsibility as parents, our children come to 
understand parents’ love, and when they have their own children, they will raise them the same 
way. In this way, children come to realize and share their parents’ sorrow and joy as their own, 
and their parents’ responsibility and work as their own. Thus, even if they are not told to do so, 



 
the children willingly consider their parents’ adversaries to be their adversaries, accept their 
parents’ work and responsibility as theirs, and inherit their parents’ circumstances. Raising such 
children is in accordance with the principles of creation. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Parents do not expose their beloved children’s shortcomings, even though they may have flaws. 
They want their children to resemble only their own good points. After seeing that a child has 
done wrong, a parent may spank him or her, but will soon regret it and sympathize with the 
child. This is a parent’s heart. A parent may discipline a child as a response to misbehavior, yet a 
parent’s heart is always to magnify a child’s good points, the points in which they see the best of 
themselves, rather than magnify his or her bad side. (CSG Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Your children should be able to testify that they never in their life saw their mother and father 
fight. I know there are all sorts of situations that can arise in life, but even so, you should not 
point fingers, push and shove, or drag each other down. No matter how upset the father is, he 
should not look at his son with an angry face. This is my philosophy. That is why my children 
think their father and mother are always experiencing peace and love as a couple. They think 
their mother is the best of all mothers and their father is the best of all fathers. The mother and 
father are each a second God. When you ask your children, “Do you want God or do you want 
your mother and father?” they should answer, “I want my mother and father.” Even God likes 
that answer. That is something precious. The education that leads to this has the highest value 
of all. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 4)  
 
Having created Adam and Eve, God said, “From now on, you will rule over the world. Our family 
will be the central family of the world. Please grow up quickly, grow up quickly.” He felt joy and 
satisfaction while protecting and nurturing them with hope, desiring to see the day of their 
marriage upon their coming of age. By the same token, fathers and mothers want to raise their 
children well, and find good partners for them to become good husbands and wives. When that 
happens, the family prospers. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9)   



 

Birth 
Your beloved sons and daughters are undeniably precious. They are the precious treasures of 
heaven and earth, treasures that you can neither buy nor exchange for the entire world. They 
are that precious to God and to their parents as well. Would anyone trade their children for 
anything else in this world? Children are God’s precious gift. (CSG, Bk 7, Ch 4, Sec. 14) 
 

 
 

Babies are very mysterious. If you think about them, they are intriguing. We almost want to ask 
one, “Hey, you! How were you born?” Try to think how unfathomable it is. If you were to try to 
create human beings like that, could you succeed? You could not be able to do it in a thousand 
years. (CSG, Bk 7, Ch 4, Sec. 14) 

 
There can be no result without a cause. My mind and body came from my parents. Through the 
love of my mother and father, their two lives combined. Love harmonizes everything. Through 
true love, my mother’s inner mind and body harmonized with my father’s inner mind and body. 
The life force spreads out like a fan, and the lineage connects with love at the center. The first 
cause that led to my existence was not the lives of my mother and father. Rather, it was that the 
lives of my father and mother connected in love, and I was born through that lineage. From the 
bone of my father and the blood of my mother, flesh and blood connected, and after ten lunar 
months in the womb, I was born. I had the power of the life of my parents, linked to their 
lineage. My origin, the fundamental beginning of “me,” is not myself. My origin is the life of my 
mother and the life of my father. Preceding life is love, which combines two lives into one. The 
origin of all beings on earth, the origin of all created beings, is love. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2)   



 

 
 

Nature is our first mother; we receive everything to support our life and to grow from that 
mother. In our physical mother’s womb we live in water. On earth we live in air. Then what is the 
center of our life? It is love. Love is always the issue, whether it’s the love of parents, conjugal 
love or children’s love. Air is a prerequisite to life. Even in our mother’s womb we have to absorb 
air; when we move from our mother’s womb to life on earth, we have to breathe air. It is the 
same air; only the way we receive it is different. For us, the most important element in life is 
love. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 
 
When a baby is born, it follows the electric current of love and automatically seeks out its 
mother’s nipple. Whether its mother is ugly or beautiful by worldly standards doesn’t matter. 
This is truly an image of supreme harmony and holiness. People are born in love and grow up by 
receiving love. Each of us is the fruit of our parents’ love. We are the visible, real fruit of our 
mother and father’s love. Because I am the fruit of my parents’ love, they cannot help but love 
me. Through this fruit, infinite love will bear fruit yet again. This is the path whereby we can 
connect to individual love, family love, tribal love, national love, global love, universal love and 
even to the fundamental love of God. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
Have you loved humanity as God has? When you see children, you have to think of them as your 
sons and daughters. When you see a child the same age as your younger brother or sister, you 
have to think, “This is my little brother” or “This is my little sister.” When it comes to your 
husbands and wives, you should hug each other, care for each other and be concerned for each 
other even more than anyone you have truly cared for up until now. The birth of sons and 
daughters enables a couple that has become one to stand in the place of God in profoundly 
experiencing the realm of the heart of re-creation. While the parents hug each other, they gaze 
at their newborn son or daughter. This is a cosmic event and the object of cosmic love. When a 
blessed husband and wife give birth to a child, they deeply experience, through their child, the 



 
very same heart that God experiences. They feel just the same way when they hold or nurse the 
baby. This is one way that you are the partners of God's true love. You are told to go such and 
such a way, and if you take that way, becoming truly good parents, you too can be just like 
Mother and I. If children are brought up in this manner, when they get married, everything shall 
be brought to perfection. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 2, §2) 

   



 

Education 
What kind of education should parents give their children? Not education of knowledge but of 
love. Children should be educated through their father and mother uniting. Parents should 
teach their children that God likes their mother and father, mother likes father, father likes 
mother, I like my parents at the same time as they like each other, and they like me. Thus, at the 
beginning, Adam and Eve were to receive an education of love from God centering on His love. 
Then where is the origin of it? It does not start with human beings. Since God is the Parent, 
Adam and Eve should be educated in love by Him. Then from where do Adam and Eve establish 
their standard of value? It is from God’s education of love. Until when are they to be educated in 
love? They should grow up in parental love until they have become able to reckon the whole 
standard of value that their Father knows, in other words, until they have become mature. (CSG, 
Bk 4, Ch 9 §1) 
 

 
 

We want to go to heaven, but we cannot receive such an education there. We must receive it 
here on earth before going there. If that education were not given to us on earth, it would be a 
big problem. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §1) 
 
Heaven is the world of the heart. It is not a heaven of religious doctrines or of religious 
denominations, but of the heart. Why is it that God wants to find His citizens and adherents on 



 
earth? To make His sons and daughters. What kind of sons and daughters does God want to 
raise? Those to whom He can express His heart, saying, “This is how I feel.” (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §1) 
 
What is the highest of all truths? Parents, spouses and children. There is nothing higher. Then 
what is the center of the truth? It is love. From such a principled viewpoint, what is the center of 
the highest truth? People say that God is the Original Being of truth, goodness, love and life. 
What does this mean? They all mean the same. The truth cannot be established without love and 
life. Those who want to become people who can talk about the real truth must have the will and 
desire for the truth within their lives. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §2) 
 
What are our most precious assets that we can leave behind? God’s love and true parental love, 
which cannot be found in the secular world, are the greatest inheritance we can bequeath to our 
children. We must educate them well (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §2) 
 
Blessed parents tell their children to study. Your sons and daughters do not become children of 
filial piety and loyal citizens just because you tell them to study. There is no way that could 
happen. They could say, “Although our parents have suffered in the Unification Church, we will 
not walk such a path.” You must teach them the way of love that can assimilate that. Thus, 
parents should take their children around, loving the people in their village and praying and 
shedding tears for the nation, even if they have to skip meals. The children may think of it as bad 
when they are little but when they grow up they will say, “Our Dad and Mom are the best. (CSG, 
Bk 4, Ch 9 §2) 
 
In order to educate their children, parents should first put their words into practice. They should 
set the example of being loyal to God’s will. This way, they should create an atmosphere in 
which, whatever they say, their children can revere them without ever talking back. Otherwise, 
their children would not follow them. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §3) 
 
In teaching their children, parents should first be exemplary. Before teaching their children to 
practice filial piety, they should first be children of filial piety. You yourselves must be sons and 
daughters of filial piety according to heavenly law so that the connection of heaven’s tradition of 
filial piety can be established from there. Educate them to practice filial piety just as their 
parents practiced filial piety in the family, and to be patriots just as their parents struggled for 
the nation even while being driven into desperate circumstances. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §3) 
 
Parents do not make their children practice filial piety just by telling them to do so. Parents must 
have the ability to cause a heart of wanting to practice filial piety to spring up within their 
children. These things do not happen in one morning but after a long period of influence. What 
does it mean to exert influence? Parents should set the example in their daily lives for their 
children to follow their way. You should be experts in putting such things into practice. (CSG, Bk 
4, Ch 9 §3)   



 
 

 
What should parents do? They should teach their children in such a way that brothers and 
sisters can love each other just like their mother and father. At the same time, they should teach 
them, saying, “As we love the nation, you should also love the nation in this way.” Then, they will 
not need any other education. When you pray, ask God to make your children do it this way 
since you are doing it this way. You can set your children up in such a position only after you 
have first set the standard. If you have stood in such a position, God will naturally lead your 
children in the same direction. Thus, if you fail to reverse the trend here, you will be called to 
account when you pass on to the spirit world. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §3) 
 
Furthermore, you should plant the tradition in the innermost core of your children so that they 
can say, “Our mother and father make us proud, more than anyone else in the world.” If you 
look at parents in the secular world, they fight and make a big mess even when their children 
protest, crying, “Mother! Father! Why are you fighting?” If your children, who have grown up in 
your family without tears, witness such sights in the secular world, they will feel, “Surely, our 
Mom and Dad are the best in the world! They are truly great and holy people!” To bring this 
about, you should set them an example. You should establish a parental bond through which 
you can receive adoration flowing out from the innermost core of your children’s hearts and 
thereby establish family precepts and traditions implicitly. By doing this, their children in the 
next generation will say, “We will stand in the same position as our parents!” (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §3) 
 
In educating their children, parents should not say, “Hey you, don’t do that!” and teachers should 
not say, “You brat, I will hit you in the calf if you don’t do what I told you. Don’t do that!” They 
should educate them in love. Parents should educate their children in such a way that if they are 
asked, “Hey, do you think you should do that?” they would reply, “Right, this is not good because 
if I did it my parents would be sad.” Thus, parents ought to be their children’s best friends and 
teachers. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §4) 
 



 
By whom should children be educated in love? By their parents. They should see their father and 
mother love each other with great fun cooing like pigeons and learn from it. They should say, 
“Wow, when I see my father and mother together like that, I feel lonely when I am alone. I also 
need a partner whom I can love cooing like my parents.” Their parents should also teach them to 
be like this. Then the children will come to repeat what their parents have been doing, the world 
will become a world of goodness and human history will become a history of goodness. The 
Unification Church seeks to accomplish this. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §4) 
 
The closer you are to someone, the more you can scold him, saying, “You scoundrel! Why did 
you do that?” instead of rewarding him. If it is some lad from the neighboring village, you can 
turn a blind eye to his wrongdoings; but if it is your own child, you will spank him on the calf and 
scold him, saying “You little scoundrel, did you do something good or bad?” The intensity of your 
concern for him must exceed the severity of the punishment; otherwise, it will be a sin. If the 
severity of the punishment surpassed your concern for him, he could become one of your 
biggest enemies. Even if you punish him out of love, yet the severity of the punishment 
exceeded the degree of your love, everything would be shattered. Nevertheless, in the opposite 
case, that would be all right. That is to say, on a scale of one to ten, if your love for him is at a 
level of ten but incurred a minus of five through the punishment, he would still be grateful at the 
level of five. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §5) 
 
If your child does not accept it well, in order to bring him to repentance, you should love him 
with a greater love than you have shown him in the past; then even a delinquent child would be 
able to repent and turn around. However, if you scold your child repeatedly, and speak loudly 
about how well you have raised him, he will begin to pack his bags. But if you love them with a 
greater love, shedding tears as if your heart would melt for them, they will turn around. Greater 
love tends to take the lead in assimilating and integrating all other lesser forms of love. (CSG, Bk 
4, Ch 9 §5) 
 
To students going to school, parents say, “Study hard!” This is not an easy path, but a difficult 
one. Yet their parents’ words are an admonition for them to prepare for the future. It is also 
preparation for the future when professors stand on the podium and diligently teach their 
students. It is also preparation for the future when farmers go out into the crop fields and work 
hard. It is a preparation to build God’s Kingdom on earth. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §6) 
 
What do you go to school for? Where do you want to use what you have learned at school? It 
must be for happiness. There would be no way for happiness to exist if we got rid of love. Thus, 
we can say that we go to school in order to shorten the path of love. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §6) 
 
Jong-gyo (religion) means “foremost teaching.” God’s foremost teaching is to teach and love 
humankind. There is nothing else. This is why true parents teach their children what the world 
likes and what God likes. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §6) 
 



 
Have you ever thought about for whose sake children should love their parents? Have you ever 
thought about for whom husbands and wives should love each other and for whom they should 
love their children? Human beings have lost the Lord who is responsible for love. God has 
spoken of infinite love. He said that what will remain in the end is love. That love is God’s love. 
You should all know what it is that you long for. You must have a purpose in loving. For whom 
do you love? It is for the sake of God. We should love for His sake. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §8) 
 
Great mothers embrace and teach their children to be able to endure in any position of difficulty 
in order to become beings of goodness who can move the world. This is because they have 
realized the heavenly principle that goodness never perishes. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 9 §8)   



 

Lineage 
Who is supposed to carry out the conversion of the lineage? It cannot be performed by just 
anyone. You must know that in order to become the one who can perform it, I walked the tearful 
path of the cross. Because I set such a standard, you are able to become a part of the tradition 
of the Blessing without having to do anything for it. It took thousands of years of hard work on 
God’s part and my substantial life course, which was filled with hardships and suffering, to 
establish the victorious realm of the conversion of lineage. You are now standing on the 
foundation thus laid down. To receive the Blessing is to completely cut off the evil lineage and to 
engraft a new lineage. By engrafting, the lineage is completely changed. (CSG Bk 9, Ch 1, Sec. 2) 

 
 
God's ideal of creation is to perfect human beings as the models of love through eight stages of 
life: in the womb, as an infant, sibling, engaged couple, husband or wife, parents, true 
grandparents and true king or queen. This course of life was designed to establish the tradition 
of true love and to perfect human beings as models of true love, within the parent-child 
relationship. The true love, true life and true lineage of the True God are absolute, unique, 
unchanging and eternal. He set up the family model, with unchanging true love at the core, in 
order to bequeath His true love, true life and true lineage to tens of thousands of future 
generations. (CPG, Bk 1, Ch 2, §5) 
 
When you experience life through your sons and daughters, it is as if you are experiencing God's 
life, and when your sons and daughters expand your lineage, you can feel it is the expansion of 
God's lineage. Since you are in oneness vertically and horizontally, you become sons and 



 
daughters and couples who can represent God's life. And through you, God's love, life and 
lineage can connect everywhere on the horizontal plane. (CPG, Bk 1, Ch 2, §5) 

 
 
We must perfect the realm of husband and wife and become true parents. Then we must in turn 
bequeath true love, true life and true lineage to our own true sons and 
daughters. This is the mission of all blessed families, and you must never forget it. (CPG, Bk 1, Ch 
2, §5) 
 
All leaders want their successor or heir whom they raise to be better than themselves. This is the 
principle of the creation of heaven and earth. Hence, you who are in the position of owners 
should open the way for the son or daughter who most closely attends you to become even 
better than you are. Even though Satan may close a door and cause your heir to fall away, still 
you must keep the door open for him or her to return. (CPG, Bk 1, Ch 2, §5)   



 

Vertical & Horizontal Love 
Why is parents’ love so precious? It is vertical love, but it does not remain as vertical love until 
the end; it seeks to dwell together with horizontal love. Parental love seeks to guide children to 
avoid going astray, throughout their entire lives. Vertical love is such that it always creates 
horizontal love. According to that principle, parental love consists of the essence of both vertical 
and horizontal, based on God’s love. Because parental love has both vertical and horizontal 
elements and responsibilities, parents want to give all their precious things to their children just 
the way they are. Parents want to bestow everything they have upon their children and want to 
see their blessings expand horizontally. This is the original nature of love. Why is original love 
like this? Love is possible only in a reciprocal relationship between subject and object partners, 
and this is the only way to create that relationship. Through give and take between subject and 
object partners, a sphere is formed. The vertical is the subject partner; the horizontal is the 
object partner. Together they make a ninety-degree angle and form a circle. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 
 

 
 
God’s love is vertical love, but it is not only vertical. It also has a horizontal quality. Therefore, 
God can appear in front of His sons and daughters, who are on the horizontal. Those sons and 
daughters not only widen the base of vertical love but also expand it as horizontal love so that, 
centered on the vertical aspect, all things of creation can create a horizontal environment on the 
scale of the world and the universe. It is from the loving heart of God’s sons and daughters that 
their desire emerges to govern the world, to have possessions, and to pursue their aspirations. 
This is all because a vision of vertical and horizontal bonds of love lies in the subconscious of our 
original mind. We cannot deny that satisfying this essential desire satisfies all human desires. 
(CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §2) 
   



 

 
 
The love of a father and mother is vertical. It is the model of love and the basis for tradition. It is 
vertical love, and that which is vertical is unchanging. Because conjugal love involves the 
connection of vertical love to the horizontal plane, divorce is possible, but severing the 
parent-child relationship is impossible. This is heavenly law, and it is so because it is vertical love. 
That which is horizontal has four directions and can move throughout 360 degrees, but that 
which is vertical occupies only one point. It cannot be moved. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2)  
 
The most precious love of all is parental love. This is because true love travels by the most direct 
route. Parental love is the vertical expression of true love. Vertical love occupies only one point 
and cannot be divided. If you change that position, you are turning heaven and earth upside 
down. No matter how capable you are, no matter how skillful you are, if you shift the position of 
vertical love, you make heaven and earth grow dark; you turn it into hell. Since love travels along 
the shortest route, it intersects the horizontal plane at a perpendicular angle. You cannot 
damage this love; you can’t put it aside. It is only one. It is absolute. Because the parent-child 
relationship is vertical and perpendicular, no power can sever it. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
 The love between parents and children comes from the parents. We receive our parents’ love 
from the moment of birth. As long as our parents are alive, we receive our parents’ love no 
matter what age we reach. This is true when we are children, through our youth, and into the 
prime of our life. We receive our parents’ love and grow up, and it is a matter of course that each 
of us then engages in the horizontal love between husband and wife. In order for the love of a 
husband and wife to continue, they must have children. If a husband and wife have no children, 
they don’t know love in its fullness. We can feel true love only when there is an object partner to 
love. Brothers and sisters grow up not understanding what parental love is, but when they reach 



 
maturity, marry and have children, they begin to understand parental love. In other words, we 
come to know parental love only when we experience the cycle that is started by our parents 
and is completed when we become parents ourselves. Therefore we can say that only after we 
have children do we become truly mature people. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 

   



 

Marriage & Spousal Love 
Sacrifice goes hand in hand with love. The way of love flows downward, making sacrifices. This 
makes everything smooth. Without sacrifice, everything is thrown out of balance. It is the same 
for what we call conjugal love, which is the working of the heart that provides balance in the 
family. If you move alone and independently, problems arise. But as love grows bigger, it spills 
over to fill even the lowest places. Thus even people living in a slum can nurture the dream of 
love. They can say, “Since we came here out of our search for love, happiness is right here,” and 
they will want to settle and live there. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §3) 
 

 
 

You need to go through the love of husband and wife in order to establish the four-position 
foundation. Only then can you experience the heart of children and the heart of parents. Man is 
the male or yang image of God, and woman is the female or yin image of God. A married couple 
is like heaven and earth wrapped up together in a cloth. Therefore they can feel the heart of 
God’s ideal love. The four position foundation is the cornerstone of the kingdom of heaven on 
earth and in heaven. One individual cannot establish the kingdom of heaven by him or herself. 
(CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §3) 
 
The place where a husband and wife unite in conjugal love is where they can experience the love 
of God, who created Adam and Eve and all the things of creation. Since in this place they become 
perfect representative children, brothers and sisters, husband and wife, and parents, they stand 
in the position of second creators, centered on the mind and body, in the position of God, the 
first Creator. Because that place is filled with the love of children, of brothers and sisters, of 
husband and wife, and of parents, they stand in the position of both second creator and object 
partner. God gave them children so they could feel His joy of creation. Children are the princes 
and princesses of the kingdom of heaven. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §3) 
 
   



 

 
 

Through marriage and the meeting of their reproductive organs, two half beings become 
complete. Man becomes complete through woman’s love. Woman becomes complete through 
man’s love. Man perfects woman, woman perfects man. They become one through  
true love. In that place, two lives come together as one, with love at the center. That place is the 
crucible where man’s blood and woman’s blood become one. From this place come sons and 
daughters. This place is more precious than your sons and daughters, your spouse and even 
God. It is a place that is more precious than your children, your spouse and even your parents. If 
the reproductive organs did not exist, parents, husbands and wives, and sons and daughters 
would be of no value. Since this place is that precious, the treasure of treasures, it is kept under 
lock and key, hidden from public view for an entire lifetime. Furthermore, the wife owns the key 
that can unlock a man’s reproductive organ, and the husband owns the key to hers. (CSG, Bk 3, 
Ch 2, §3) 
 
When we do not have a partner, love cannot even begin. When we see human beings as the 
center, even God becomes a counterpart. A woman is a man’s counterpart, and children are 
counterparts to their parents; love cannot be realized without counterparts. In the Unification 
Church we call this the love of the three object partners. A person who has not experienced the 
love of the three object partners cannot claim to have experienced God’s love. Divine Principle 
calls us to be just as joyful when we bear children as God was after He created Adam and Eve. 
After creating Adam and Eve, God hoped to feel joy and satisfaction as He protected them and 
raised them. He nurtured the hope that, “From now, you will have dominion over the world! Our 
family will become the center of the world! Quickly grow up! Quickly grow up!” and He was eager 
to see them marry. In the same way, fathers and mothers want to raise their children well and 
find them good life partners with whom they may become good husbands and wives. If they 
help their children have good marriages, their family will prosper.  (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 3, §18) 
 



 
Children should be able to say, “My mother and father are the best in the world! They are 
representatives of God.” When children see their parents’ unchanging hearts and minds, they 
should think, “We must emulate our parents’ love and unite with each other.” When they can say 
that, the ideal family is right there. Our mind and heart seek an object partner with whom to 
unite. If this unity does not occur in a marriage, we lose everything. Thinking seriously about and 
striving hard to achieve this oneness is the proper way for both men and women. For this 
reason, we need to build families in which the father and mother are united with God’s heart 
and love, and in which the children resemble their parents in their unity with God’s heart and 
love. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 3, §2) 
 
To really love the world, you first have to love people. To really love people, you first have to love 
your spouse. A man must love a woman, and a woman must love a man. That is a couple, 
husband and wife. Those who are bonded as a husband and wife will be able to love the world 
with the heart of love they have for their spouse. In other words, a woman who loves her 
husband should honor all men of the world as she honors him. She should likewise love and 
honor all women of the world, recognizing that they are loved and valued by their husbands. It is 
the same for men. Each man should honor all women of the world as worthy to receive the love 
he has toward his precious wife. He should also honor all men as worthy to receive the same 
quality of love he receives from his wife. We should go forward on the path of love like this, step 
by step. It must not be ambiguous. Therefore, the family is the standard for the formation of a 
nation. It is the standard for the whole world, no matter how big. For this reason, the Unification 
Church advocates a worldview centered on Heaven’s family. We call it the cosmos-centered 
worldview, because cheonju (the cosmos) signifies Heaven’s home. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Blessed husbands and wives must avoid saying things like “You should love only me” or “You 
belong to me,” which are habitually uttered by worldly husbands and wives. Instead, they should 
take time each day to offer conditions of devotion, imploring heaven to help their spouses have 
the kind of heart that can love others more than their own family. Couples have the 
responsibility to support and encourage one another not to give up, as well as to receive 
guidance from each other. (CSG, Bk 4, Ch 2, §2) 

   



 

Family 
The problems of the world are not primarily rooted in economics or politics, but in the family. 
Families are breaking down, especially in developed nations. Many families have been destroyed 
by free sex. People have to understand that the authentic movement for globalization must be 
based on the family. In other words, people have to know True Parents’ teachings about the 
ideal family. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §2) 
 
You have to know the value of human life. A husband is the representative of God; a wife is also 
the representative of God. A mother and a father, and each of you also, are God’s 
representatives. A husband represents four generational positions: grandfather, father, husband 
and son. An heir and heiress couple then appears, representing these four loves. That is why 
conjugal love is so precious. When conjugal love breaks down, all human love —grandparents’ 
love, parents’ love and sibling love — is shattered and disperses. This is natural because people 
live to serve God in this universe. Starting from each person, the love of grandparents, parents 
and siblings begins to bud. Upon the foundation of thousands of years of life connections 
through lineage and through horizontal multiplication, there emerges a tribe based on the 
families, a people based on the tribes, a nation based on the peoples, a world, and then the 
kingdom of heaven. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §3) 
 
Throughout the ages, religions have sought one man. Yet they did not encourage marriage, and 
have refused to change that stance. If they continue like this, they will perish. Nonetheless, we 
have reached the point where that man has been recovered, and a woman has been recovered 
for him. The Unification Church is the group that initiated this recovery of women. Consequently, 
the Unification Church is the church that is working to restore the family. (CSG, Bk 5, Ch 4, §6) 
 
Unification Church members have to live according to cosmos-ism, a way of thinking centered 
on heaven and earth, Heaven’s home. This means to build God’s home, which should be 
maintained based on Godism. God is the King of the world, the subject partner who maintains 
the households of the world. He should be able to lead everyone to do so, based on Godism. 
Therefore, Unification Church blessed families, who live where this worldview is taught, should 
live for others, not just for their husband or wife. We were never meant to live that way. This is 
different from the past. We move forward based on the family. We must be saved, but salvation 
is not for the individual alone. We absolutely cannot go to the kingdom of heaven alone. The 
Unification Church has introduced this new teaching on earth. Who will be the owner in the 
future? The family will be the owner, the family of God’s tradition. CSG, Bk 5, Ch 4) 
 
Developing a good personal faith hinges mostly on relating to a good leader. However, to 
develop a good family, each of you must become a leader to one another. We need to ask for 
whom and for what the members of the family exist. When you were single, you could pray and 
everything would come to pass. However, once you have a family, if someone in it opposes you, l 
you have to bear the cross and persevere until your relationship with that person reaches the 



 
original standard. A single person is like one car in a train, but the family is like a locomotive. It is 
simple to restore an individual’s mistake. But if something goes wrong in the family, it affects 
everyone, even bringing them to ruin. (CSG Bk 11, Ch 4 §1) 
 
I always think it is fun to observe people who live as husband and wife. When I see two people 
living together while loving each other, giving birth to children, and encouraging each other to 
overcome their difficulties and carry on through the marathon of life, I wonder, ‘What enables 
them to do that?' It is certainly not money, nor the ability of either the man or the woman 
individually. It is the great power of love that makes it possible. Love is like a sleeping baby who 
purses his lips, wanting to suck his mother's breast, or like a baby who cries even as he drinks 
his mother's milk, needing his mother's embrace. This is precious. (CSG Bk 13, Ch 3, §1) 
 
Mother and I always try to compose ourselves in front of our children. Likewise, even though 
you have a squabble, you should not show tears in front of them. You need to regard them as 
God. As their mom and dad, you should never let your children see you in tears. When children 
are young, their mom and dad are number one. They are the greatest people in the world. To 
children, their mom and dad represent God. They are the greatest — greater than the president, 
greater than Jesus or Buddha, greater than anyone. Families must advance on that basis of 
heart. We have stepped forward to build the kingdom of heaven. A nation can never build the 
kingdom of heaven; it can be realized only through families. The family is where we, the True 
Parents, always want to come and dwell, and the family is where God wants to dwell. It is where 
even the nation's leader wants to live. (CSG Bk 13, Ch 3, §1) 
 
It is from our parents’ love that we were born. We were born from the love of our mother and 
father. Before life and lineage comes love, so it is through love that our life and lineage are 
connected to our parents. Why is personhood so precious? It is not just because the person has 
life, but also because the person participated in his or her parents’ love. It is their parents who 
loved, but the person is the fruit of their love. The one who is born as both the beginning and 
the result is not the mother or father; it is a new person. That’s why each person is precious. 
(CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2 §5) 

   



 

Grandparents 
The Korean family system is principled. The lineage and history are like that. Three generations 
live together in one family: grandmother, grandfather, mother, father and I. The Fall meant that 
God never had a chance to love His grandchildren. Adam never had a chance to love his own 
children truly. In more and more American families, you cannot go to your own children’s homes 
freely. You cannot see your grandchildren whenever you like. You cannot go to your children’s 
homes without calling them first. Where on earth did this tradition come from? If you look, you'll 
see how miserable they all are. Grandparents love their grandchildren more than the children’s 
own parents do. Yet God never had a chance to love His grandchildren. A grandfather is like a 
heavenly ambassador. He is the representative of God. My grandfather is God’s ambassador, my 
father and mother represent the king and queen of the world, and I am the future king of the 
heavenly nation and the world. This is what we in the Unification Church call the three great 
kingships. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 2, §1) 
 

 
 

If you want to make a good family, then help the parents, the children and the grandchildren 
unite in heart. No matter what complicated problems occur in that family, the parents’ love for 
their children and the grandparents’ love for the grandchildren will not change. You have to set 
up this absolute standard, go beyond a fragmented personal view of life and beyond the 
environment, and adopt a four directional perspective. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1)  
 
A grandfather and grandmother need to have an affectionate relationship with their 
grandchildren. Only this will start the vertical line of love. Also, the grandchildren must become 
one with their grandfather and grandmother. Since the grandfather and grandmother are in the 
position of God, they should be attended like God. Otherwise the axis of love will not be set in 
place. Horizontal love arises after this is established. Horizontal love reaches out in four 



 
directions, but vertical love moves in only one direction. What is horizontal can move east, west, 
north and south, throughout 360 degrees. What is vertical comes down from one point alone 
and cannot be divided up. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1)  
 
There is no fundamental difference between the loving hearts of a grandfather and 
grandmother, those of a father and mother or those of a son and daughter. It is the same love. If 
the grandchildren barge into their grandfather and grandmother’s room, the grandparents are 
happy; and even if the father and mother barge into their room, the grandparents are happy. 
Because there is such a principle, grandparents love their grandchildren even more than they 
love their children. So as the grandchildren grow up, they prefer their grandparents raising them 
to their parents raising them. The logic, principle and formula lead to this. A family based on the 
ideal of the four-position foundation is a unified realm of rounded, balanced love. The unified 
world is found within the ideal family. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1) 
 
In the presence of true love, even God can kneel down and fool around. A grandfather will 
happily become a horse for his grandchild to ride. Even if the child grabs his hair and tries to 
climb onto his back, the grandfather will say, “Get on! Get on!” Heaven and earth become earth 
and heaven, father and mother become mother and father, father and son become son and 
father; this is all fine. In this way, love flows down from above and up from below; all is in 
harmony. So if you have true love, you can buy everything in the heavenly nation. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 
1, §1)  
 
God is not someone to fear. He is the one closest to us. If you meet God, even if you ride on His 
back and pull His hair, He will enjoy it. It is as when a beloved grandson grabs his grandfather’s 
hair and climbs on his back; the grandfather enjoys this. God is our Parent, is He not? When you 
know this, He is not someone to fear. He is the one closest to me. God is closer than a parent, 
closer than a husband, closer than a son. When I come to know God as the one who is closest 
and most precious to me and who will live with me forever, then everything goes well. (CSG, Bk 
3, Ch 1, §1) 
 
When a grandfather meets his grandson, it is the happiest time. Old people’s forgetfulness is 
designed to enable them to become friends with little children. That makes their loving heart 
bigger and more beautiful. Forgetting extraneous things, they raise their grandchildren with that 
loving heart. This is not a bad thing. It is in tune with the heavenly world and is part of God’s 
process of creation. Forgetfulness has a downside, but those who are forgetful have a stronger 
desire to see those they love. Living like this before going to the spirit world means you go to a 
higher place. This is God’s love. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1) 
   



 

 
 
 ​A grandfather and grandmother wish to love their grandchildren more than they do their own 
children. When they raised their own children, they were too busy and had no spare time to love 
them, but this is not the case when they become a grandfather and grandmother. They are 
preparing to go to the spirit world. They become forgetful in order to become friends with 
children. They themselves return to being pure and childlike. They become pure and childlike, 
forgetting father and mother and brothers and sisters. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1) 
 
When you grow old, you have to become friends with babies. Your grandchildren become your 
friends. You have to return to the kingdom of heaven as a pure person with no desires. Children 
naturally grow, but grandmothers and grandfathers are slowly closing down, day by day. They 
came from zero and return to zero. That means returning to the origin. Since we begin life 
without character, pride or desire, we have to return to that place in order to connect to Heaven. 
In the same way that parents raise children, the family and the country have to take care of the 
grandparents and help them return to the heavenly world. (CSG, Bk 3, Ch 1, §1) 


