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Outrage in Resident Muslim Communities 

 
Sayyed Sajjad Shah, a 67-year-old self-employed resident of Nagoya, is a follower of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim minority group. He is affiliated with the Japan Ahmadiyya Muslim Association. 
 
Shah was born and raised in a family of doctors in Pakistan, where he was seen as having a bright future. 
However, as the only Ahmadiyya believer in his high school class, he faced discrimination. This deeply 
troubled both him and his parents, ultimately leading them to make the difficult decision for him to leave 
school. 
 
This experience strengthened his resolve against religious persecution and deepened his commitment to 
the principle of freedom of religion. 
 
Shah's Journey in Japan and His Advocacy for Religious Freedom 

 
Shah migrated to Japan in 1984 and has been an active and devoted member of the Japan Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Association since the organization moved its headquarters from Tokyo to Nagoya in the 1980s. 
The association now has over 500 members. However, recent criticisms of the Family Federation for 
World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church) following the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and the government's subsequent dissolution request have heightened 
concerns within the association. 
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Shah asserts, 
 
"The teachings of Islam do not advocate for the deprivation of religious freedom. Wise religious leaders 
must explain this to the government." 
 

He believes that the spread of negative 
sentiment toward religion in Japan stems from a 
lack of education and understanding about it. 
 
While the Family Federation faced scrutiny for 
excessive donations beyond its followers' 
means, Shah highlighted the Ahmadiyya 
approach: 
 
"In the Ahmadiyya community, contributions 
and charitable giving are entirely voluntary. All 
funds collected and their uses are meticulously 
recorded and disclosed to members. This 
transparency ensures trust and satisfaction 
among believers." 
 
Promoting Unity and Understanding Across 
Religions 
 
Through Shah's introduction, Anis Ahmad 
Nadeem, the Japan headquarters' head 
missionary for the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Association, participated in the Aichi Prefecture 
Conference for Building Paths to Religious 
Harmony and Unified Peace on 5th October 
2024, organized by Family Federation members 

in Nagoya. In his guest address, Nadeem emphasized, 
 
"No one has the right to deprive others of religious freedom." 

 
A similar event titled One Osaka 10.14: 
Weaving the Value of Faith into the Future was 
held in Osaka on 14th October 2024. Religious 
commentator and journalist Humayun Mughal, 
a former friend of the late politician and 
professional wrestler Antonio Inoki, delivered a 
keynote speech wearing a suit and red shawl 
reminiscent of Inoki's style. He declared, 
 
"True happiness arises only when there is 
freedom of faith, freedom of the soul, and 
freedom of the heart." 
 
A Shared Experience of Cultural and Religious 
Advocacy 
 
Mughal, a Sunni Muslim, came to Japan 40 
years ago as a student at Waseda University. 
Drawing on his experiences as an interpreter 
for the Pakistani Embassy and the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, he leads an Islamic cultural research group. Despite decades of life in Japan, he continues 
to grapple with differences in culture and customs, strengthening his resolve to promote understanding 
and harmony. 
 
Humayun Mughal Expresses Concerns Over Prejudices and Religious Freedom 

 
Mughal lamented the challenges facing Muslims in Japan, sharing an ongoing struggle to establish an 
Islamic cemetery in Kyushu. Local opposition has stalled the project, leaving it without approval. 
Currently, there are only seven burial sites in Japan where Muslims can be interred according to Islamic 
traditions, and none are located in the Chūgoku, Shikoku, or Kyushu regions. 
 
He also pointed out a widespread misconception equating Islam with extremism, saying, 
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"Many people in Japan still associate Islam with groups like Al-Qaeda, reinforcing the notion that religion 
is strange or dangerous." 
 

Islam is often associated with groups like Al-Qaeda. Here: members of Al-Qaeda, the militant Salafist 

Islamist terrorist network founded by Osama bin Laden in the late 1980s 
 
Mughal criticized the media for creating and perpetuating stereotypes, highlighting a similar issue in the 
backlash against the Family Federation. 
 
Mughal expressed deep concern about the government's dissolution request for the Family Federation, 
viewing it as a potential threat to Muslim communities. "Politics should not interfere in matters of 
religion," he argued, fearing that government actions could create precedents affecting Islamic 
organizations. 
 
He explained, 
 
"Islamic groups are already under surveillance by public security authorities, like other new religious 
organizations. If the dissolution of the Family Federation sets a precedent, it could lead to increasing 
restrictions and possibly dissolution orders for Islamic groups as well." 
 
Mughal warned that such developments would not only hinder Muslims' ability to freely practice their 
faith but also create broader societal challenges, making life more difficult for Muslims in Japan. 
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Tatsuhiro Iwamoto 

('6;;$:~54), a former 

pastor of t he United 

Church of Christ in 

Japan (Nihon 

Kirisu to Kyod an) 

and cu rrently an 

independent 

YouTuber pastor I:" ~ .__-.LJ.....,......,~_,_,._L...L"""--,. 

residing in Aichi Tatsuhiro Iw amoto introduc ing h is 2078-video on 

Prefect u re, released You Tube ca lled 'The United Church of Christ in 

a video o n YouTube Jap an : A Hotbed of Leftis ts' ( B;fi:lff'tlft!{ffl: lEJ!l/JJ 
six years ago tit led iffflffi}. Pho to: Screenshot 

'The United Church 

of Christ in Japan: A Hotbed of Leftists'. In the video, he exposed t he 

chu rch as a b reeding ground for left ist activ ist s. 

At the time of its release, the video received no response. However, in 

m id -March t his year, Iwamoto received a request to edit and post t he 

v ideo on social media. The req uest cam e from someone active in 

defending re lig ious freedom, who mentioned that t hey were affil iated 

w ith the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly 

the Unification Church) and wanted permission to use the video. 

''This video became a turning point ," Iwamoto explained. 

"Many members of the Family Federation began following me 

on X (formerly Twitter) and subscrib ing to my v ideo channel. 

In particular, members of the Family Federation w hom I j ust 

had become acquainted w ith named my channel 'Dragon 

Pastor'. I have developed fr iend ly interactions w it h them. 

Through sharing B ib le teachings and other content, I hope to 

offer even a little comfort and encouragement." 

Reflecting on h is connections w it h the Family Federation , Iwamoto 

recal led his t ime as a pastor in the United Church of Christ in Japan, 

during which he v iewed t he former Unification Church, Jehovah's 

W itnesses, and the Morm o n Church as heretical groups. He was a lso 

fami liar with faith-breaking activit ies ta rgeting these groups. 

Iwamoto explains, 

"One of the instructors at an orientation for new past ors was 

Sadao Asami (;i~ ~tt!t a prominent anti-Unification Church 

advocate, so I heard the fu ll spectrum of lectures o n faith

breaking activities targeting Family Federation members." 

At the time, Tatsuh iro Iwamoto regarded t hese efforts as "protective 

persuasion", believing that pastors volunteered for the cause without 

compensation. 

However, after meeting Family Federation 

members, Iwamoto learned about cases 

where believers were confined for lo ng 

periods - up to 12 years and 5 months - and 

that pastors received su bstantial 

compensation for t he ir involvement. 

He remarked, 

"Through my own research, I became 

convinced that m ost of the negative 

cla ims about t he Family Federation 

were fabrications." 

Iwamoto expressed concern that the 

activit ies of so-ca lled "faith-breaking 

activists" have already led to an increase in 
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rel ig ious hatred and violence aga inst 

Jehovah's Witnesses, among others. He 

warned t hat such trends risk cementing 

rel ig ious hatred and d iscrim ination in society. 

to brea k h is faith. Photo: 

FOREF 

He also became aware that many Family Federation members suffered 

severe consequences, such as complex PTSD (post-traumatic stress 

disorder), depression, or even su icide, due to abductio n, confinement, 

and forced renunciation of t heir faith. Iwamoto emphasized, 

"This is an extremely grave and serious issue. We m ust not 

allow pastors or lawyers w ho incite such acts of abduction and 

forced renunciation to go unchecked." 

For Iwamoto, both the severing of ties between the ruling Liberal 

Democratic Party (LOP) and the Family Federation and t he 

government's request to d issolve the organ ization constitute " religious 

persecution". He pointed out, 

"The principle of separation of re ligion and state is meant to 

proh ibit specific rel igious organizations from receiving special 

privileges from the government, not to p revent relig ious 

groups from lobbying pol it icians." 

He further c riticized 

the dissolution 

req uest as 

overreach, arguing, 

"The 

government 

encroaches on 

the domain of 

faith, where it 

should not 

tread." 
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Tatsuhiro Iwamoto on X. Photo: Screenshot 

Iwamoto decided to leave the United Church of Christ in Japan upon 

realizing it was a hotbed of left ist ideologies, 

"In 201S, when the Peace and Security Legislation was being 

debated in the National D iet, a Christian student group cal led 

SEALDs gained media attention. At t he t ime, I w it nessed not 

only socially active pastors but also chu rch-affiliated pastors 

praising this student movement. I also noticed that those 

opposing the Peace and Security Legislation were 

deliberately spreading fa lse information to crit ic ize the Abe 

administration." 

Iwamoto argues that the same leftist pastors now support the 

government's dissolution order against the Family Federation. He 

h ighlights this issue through his video broadcasts and lectures 

o rganized by Family Federation members, urg ing people not to turn a 

blind eye to these realities. 

Featured image above: Independent YouTuber pastor Tatsuhiro 

Iwamoto (¥1$'/Jis!i) delivering a speech 23rd September 2024 in Chuo 

Ward, Chiba City, Japan. Photo: Tsuyoshi Toyoda (JlHJ/;ijff) 
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