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Special prosecutor inquiry backfires with Lee administration
engulfed by expanding bribery probe aimed at political
opposition and its perceived supporters

The Korea Times, the oldest daily English-language newspaper
in South Korea, published on 11th December an article carrying
the headline "Unification Church bribery scandal rocks Lee

gov't".

See also President's Own Party Drawn into Lobbying Claims

According to the report written by Anna J. Park, South Korea is
facing an escalating political scandal that now threatens to
destabilize key elements of the administration of President Lee

Jae-myung (O] X F). The controversy centers on alleged

unlawful ties between prominent government officials and the Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification, formerly the Unification Church — a religious movement that has been catapulted onto the
main stage of events in the country since the current government asked special prosecutors to investigate
the organization's relationship to the main opposition party.

South Korea's current president
Lee Jae-myung on June 4, 2025

However, the investigation has now taken an unexpected turn as it appears that also senior policymakers
within Lee's own administration allegedly have accepted money or gifts from a Family Federation
representative. This has already led to one cabinet resignation and placed several other high-ranking
figures under scrutiny. As investigations ramp up, analysts warn that the scandal could have far-reaching
implications not only for domestic governance but also for party cohesion and candidate selection ahead
of next year's crucial local elections.

The Family Federation originated in Korea and is known internationally for attracting top political leaders
to large peace events and for its global religious network. Recently, the religious organization has been
the subject of renewed public debate, particularly following allegations about outreach to South Korean




political figures and the indictment of Yoon Yeong-ho (& & &), a former senior Federation official, on
charges related to delivering high-value gifts to the former First Lady. The current wave of allegations
indicates that Yoon's political entanglements may run deeper than previously acknowledged, cutting
across party lines and affecting bureaucrats at the highest levels of government.

Chun Jae-soo (2023)

The Korea Times reports that Oceans and Fisheries Minister Chun

Jae-soo (1 Xl|==) is at the center of this latest episode. He

submitted his resignation after being accused of accepting
between 30 and 40 million won (roughly USD 20,000-27,000) in
cash, as well as two luxury watches, from an individual linked to
the Family Federation. While Chun has vehemently denied any
wrongdoing, he stated that stepping down was necessary to
prevent further disruption to governance and to allow
investigative authorities to proceed without political distraction.
His departure marks the first resignation of a minister since the
Lee administration took office in June and has intensified scrutiny
of potential misconduct involving other cabinet members and
senior officials.

Chun's alleged connection to the religious organization appears to
have arisen from its efforts to secure political backing for an
ambitious infrastructure project — an undersea tunnel intended to

physically link South Korea and Japan. While such proposals have circulated for decades, they have often
attracted skepticism due to geopolitical sensitivities and cost concerns. Any suggestion that a government
minister accepted gifts in exchange for influence over such a major initiative has therefore resonated
sharply with the public and the political establishment.

Yoon Yeong-ho, Dec 6, 2020

Upon returning to the country from a United Nations meeting,
Chun declared that he had "never engaged in any illegal exchange
of money," describing the allegations as entirely baseless.
Nonetheless, he acknowledged that remaining in office during an
active investigation could create the perception of impropriety. The
presidential office later confirmed that President Lee accepted
Chun's resignation, signaling the administration's intent to
cooperate with a broad investigation into political ties with the
Family Federation — an investigation the president himself ordered
earlier in the week.

According to the Korea Times article, the expanding inquiry
originated from testimony provided by Yoon Yeong-ho, formerly
the head of the Family Federation's global headquarters. As part of
a corruption probe, Yoon reportedly informed investigators that the

Federation had provided financial support not only to politicians from the conservative People Power
Party (PPP), but also to members of President Lee's ruling Democratic Party of Korea (DPK). Such
claims, if substantiated, may suggest a pattern of influence-seeking that transcends partisan boundaries.

Unification Minister Chung
Dong-young (2025)

One of the officials named in Yoon's testimony is Unification

Minister Chung Dong-young (& Q). In a strongly worded

statement, Chung categorically denied any involvement, asserting
that he met Yoon only once — briefly and casually — in 2021.
According to Chung, the conversation lasted approximately ten
minutes and focused solely on inter-Korean affairs. He
emphasized that he has never met the Family Federation's leader,

Hak Ja Han (8t XH, and framed the allegations as an attack on

his personal reputation. He also pledged to pursue legal action
against media outlets that, in his view, published unsubstantiated
claims.

Similar allegations have surfaced regarding the National

Intelligence Service (NIS) Director, Lee Jong-seok (0|5 4d). Lee
confirmed that he met Yoon and other Family Federation officials
once in 2022 at their request to discuss North Korean matters, but
he denied receiving any money or inappropriate favors. Beyond

these individuals, additional current and former lawmakers associated with the ruling party are reportedly
under investigation, raising concerns that the political scandal could widen significantly.



The political consequences are already visible. Within the governing party, there is deep concern that
sustained public attention to the scandal could undermine the administration's ability to execute its policy
agenda. The episode is particularly damaging because Minister Chun was considered a leading contender
for next year's mayoral race in Busan, South Korea's second-largest city. Losing a candidate with that
level of visibility alters the party's electoral calculus and potentially weakens its position heading into the
2026 local elections.

The opposition People Power Party (PPP) has seized the moment
to launch an aggressive counteroffensive, branding the controversy
"Unification Church-gate". The PPP had previously faced
accusations of its own connections to the religious organization —
scrutiny triggered by allegations involving one of its lawmakers
and the former first lady.

The party has now filed multiple police complaints targeting Chun
and several DPK lawmakers, asserting that they violated the
Political Funds Act and accepted bribes. PPP floor leader Song

Eon-seok (& ¢ 4) argued that the emerging evidence points to a
"deeply troubling” relationship between the governing Lee
administration and the Family Federation, suggesting that the
National Intelligence Service delicate matter extends well beyond isolated misconduct.

(NIS) Director, Lee Jong-seok

Police are currently reviewing the complaints and beginning to
schedule questioning for individuals implicated in the testimony. Under South Korean law, alleged
violations of the Political Funds Act must be prosecuted within seven years; if improper payments were
made in 2018, that window will close at the end of this year. However, should investigators pursue more
serious bribery charges, the statute of limitations could extend up to fifteen years, significantly
broadening the scope for legal action.

As the investigations progress, it has become evident that they are now backfiring on the Lee
administration. The process began when the current government appointed special prosecutors to examine
alleged unlawful actions involving the main opposition party.

However, the findings that have since emerged represent a significant stress test for the administration's
commitment to transparency and political accountability. How the government navigates the resulting
fallout will shape public perceptions of its integrity and influence both its legislative capacity and its
electoral prospects in the year ahead.
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