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Devotion beyond borders - The amazing story of Japanese women living a life of
service to the families and neighbourhoods of their South Korean husbands

Tokyo, 19th February 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

Mending the Wounds Between Korea and Japan with Family Love for 40 Years

The Devoted Lives of Japanese Brides

by Jeong Seong-su (343 %) of Segye Ilbo, translated from Korean

Sekai Nippo

The lives of Japanese brides who have settled into Korean society present us today with
a weighty theme. Crossing national borders and living for decades in unfamiliar lands, serving their
Korean parents-in-law and raising many children, their devotion has been a hidden pillar supporting the
community ethics that are gradually weakening in Korean society.

Ms. Hanae Tanaka (% 771 - /77 I), who lives in Suwon, Gyeonggi Province, married into Korea in
1992 and for over 20 years cared for her mother-in-law, who suffered from dementia, as if she were "her
sixth child". Empathizing with her husband's filial devotion, she even obtained certification as a care
worker and served her mother-in-law with utmost sincerity. Until her final moments, she held and cared
for her like a baby, even when her mother-in-law could no longer control her bodily functions or manage
to eat on her own.



Recently, The Fragrance of Filial Devotion (22| 2 7I), published by the International Family

Council, compiled records of approximately 800 filial piety awards granted by presidents, cabinet
ministers, and local government heads. Through these accounts, one catches a glimpse of the lives of
Japanese brides, whose example demonstrates the value of human dignity beyond religion and nationality.

Religious affairs reporter Jeong
Seong-su

After her mother-in-law's passing, what overwhelmed her was
not a sense of liberation but a heart-wrenching feeling of loss. To
fill the longing that welled up inside her, she began once again
visiting elderly people at a senior welfare center to volunteer and
serve society. Her life is like an epic that transforms painful
years into the fruits of a meaningful existence.

The life of Ms. Asuka Seki (23 - 7 X 77), who lives in
Chuncheon, Gangwon Province, is another testament to love. In
a foreign land, she supported a four-generation extended family
while serving her great-grandmother-in-law and parents-in-law.
For her, the most difficult challenge was her relationship with
her father-in-law, as there was a high emotional barrier between
them. However, holding fast to the teaching of her faith that one
must "let go of all attachments and become pure in heart," she
gradually narrowed the distance between them through prayer.

One day, her father-in-law suddenly collapsed from a stroke. She
stayed by his side, even tending to his most intimate needs

without hesitation. Her devotion softened not only his paralyzed body but also his hardened heart, and

reunited a once-divided family.
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These are only a few examples. Behind the
devoted lives of many Japanese brides lies a
distinctive religious faith. The international
mass weddings proposed by Reverend Sun

Myung Moon (=41%) and Dr. Hak Ja Han
(SF2HXH) were an attempt to resolve the

historical resentments (S A& 2 5H between

Korea and Japan at the smallest social unit: the
family. Historical emotions that politics could
not untangle were loosened by their hands -
hands that prepared breakfast each morning and
changed the diapers of ailing parents. Over 40
years, they have proven the conviction that
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Yet reality is harsh. Recently, amid critical

public opinion and strict scrutiny directed at religious organizations, insufficient light has been shed on
the everyday lives and contributions of ordinary believers living within them. Approximately 8,000



Japanese brides residing in Korea have been among the most sincere practitioners of filial piety,
caregiving, and community ethics - values that Korean society is gradually losing. They have served as

neighborhood leaders and heads of women's associations, and as the "daughters of the village" (Ot=2

H), have effectively sustained rural communities that are disappearing due to aging populations.

The stories they have shown through "caring for family" are among the most urgent assets we must

recover. Drawing the teachings of The Classic of Filial Piety (22) out from the pages of ancient books
and bringing them into daily life, their recorded experiences represent a profound effort to mend the
wounds between Korea and Japan through family love, and a meaningful achievement of Korea's
multicultural society.

Related to devotion of Japanese wives: At Issue: Religions Taking Reality Seriously
Also related to devotion of Japanese wives: Religion Between Engagement and Withdrawal
Also related to devotion of Japanese wives: State Failure and Non-State Peace Projects

And also related to devotion of Japanese wives: Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion
More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Decline of Family Values Creates Social Crisis
Also related to devotion of Japanese wives: Essence of God

More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: God and Human Beings
Also related to devotion of Japanese wives: The Kingdom of Heaven
And also related to devotion of Japanese wives: True Love

More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: The Value of the Family
And more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: God's ideal
Still more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: God's Sorrow

Yet more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Suffering of God
And yet more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Family values
Also related to devotion of Japanese wives: Meaningful Marriage

More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Living for Others
More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Family as School of Love
More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Parents and Children

More, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Teachings Make Great Strides in New Version
And more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: In a Nutshell
Yet more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Brief about the Teachings

Still more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Relationships

Even more, related to devotion of Japanese wives: Gender-Balanced Understanding of God and
Christ

And yet more, related to life of service of Japanese wives: God as Our Heavenly Parent (Father

and Mother)

And still more, related to life of service of Japanese wives: History of God: From Yahweh to
Father to Parent

And even more, related to life of service of Japanese wives: Religious Truth as Progressive
Revelation

Also related to life of service of Japanese wives: Essential Motherly Part of Messianic Mission

Also related to life of service of Japanese wives: The 3 Blessings and the Process to Fulfil Them
Also related to life of service of Japanese wives: Unification Principles
















