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Participants in the World Clergy Prayer Meeting are taking a commemorative photo on 25th February in 

Seoul 

 

Drawing attention to religious freedom in South Korea, global 

religious leaders visit Seoul amid Mother Han's ongoing 

detention 

 

Over 70 Global Religious Leaders Visit Korea 

 

Met President Hak Ja Han in Detention and Announce Petition for Religious Freedom 
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Segye Ilbo, the South Korean daily, reported on 26th February on 

a visit by more than 70 Christian clergy and religious leaders 

from around the world. According to the article by Jeong Seong-

su, they traveled to Seoul to participate in the "2026 World 

Clergy National Prayer Rally". The gathering was organized by 

the World Clergy Leadership Conference (WCLC) along with 

partner groups. While the event focused on prayer and religious 

cooperation, it also became closely linked to a highly visible 

issue in Korea: the detention of Hak Ja Han - also called Mother 

Han - the widow of the late Rev. Sun Myung Moon and a 

prominent religious leader in her own right. 

 

See also Religious Freedom: 330 Faith Leaders Speak Up 

 

See also Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on Religion 

 

See also FFWPU Linked to New Korea-US Religious Meetings 

 

See also Christian Groups Decry Lee's Faith Control Laws 

 

Among the visiting delegation was Bishop Luonne Rouse from the United Methodist Church in New 

York, who, together with other international clergy, visited the Seoul Detention Center on 26th February 

to meet Mother Han. According to the report, she had been in custody for 157 days at the time of their 

visit. Mother Han is widely known as the leader and co-founder of the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification, a global religious movement from South Korea. 

 

One of the most outspoken visitors was Archbishop Johannes Ndanga, an Apostolic Christian from 

Zimbabwe and President of the African Christian Council International (ACCI). Reflecting on the visit, 

Ndanga drew a symbolic comparison between Korea today and biblical history. 

 

He recalled that when Rev. Moon founded what is now called the Family Federation in 1954, he declared 

that one day "the whole world will come to see Korea." Ndanga suggested that this prediction is now 

being realized, as religious figures from many nations are traveling to Korea. He compared the situation 
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to Christians visiting Israel to retrace the life of Jesus. In his view, the present circumstances - specifically 

the detention of a religious leader whom he considers innocent - echo the persecution of Jesus in ancient 

times. 

 

Ndanga described feeling 

emotionally burdened 

during the visit to the 

detention center where 

Mother Han is being held. 

However, he said that 

Mother Han herself 

appeared calm and resolute, 

speaking to the visiting 

leaders and expressing 

determination to continue 

fulfilling what she sees as 

God's will. He expressed 

confidence that, in time, 

both Korea and the broader 

international community 

would come to understand 

the larger meaning of these 

events. 

 

Following the visit, Bishop Rouse and other members of the delegation announced a joint petition. The 

document calls for what they describe as humanitarian consideration and the protection of fundamental 

freedoms. The petition outlines three main points: first, that the health rights of Mother Han - an elderly 

woman in her 80s - should be safeguarded; second, that universal religious freedom must be defended; 

and third, that reconciliation and social harmony should be prioritized as values essential for national 

unity. 

 

 
World religious leaders hold up a petition they each signed on February 25, 2026  

 

Bishop Rouse emphasized that the petition should not be interpreted as a political endorsement of any 

specific religious organization. Instead, he framed it as an appeal grounded in general principles of 

justice, freedom of conscience, and human rights. The organizers stated that they intend to submit the 

petition formally to Korean judicial authorities and to share it with international human rights 

organizations in order to raise global awareness and support. 

 

In addition to the detention-center visit, the clergy participated in other events during their stay in Korea. 

On 25th February, they attended a special lecture in Seoul organized by the Korean Council of Religions 

under the theme "The Chosen Korean People and Their Mission". The program explored Korea's 

historical and spiritual role from the perspective of participating religious groups. 

 

The delegation's schedule also includes a visit to Imjingak, a site near the Demilitarized Zone that 

symbolizes the division of the Korean Peninsula. At the Unification Observatory there, they plan to hold a 
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special prayer service for peace and reunification between North and South Korea. The group is 

scheduled to depart Korea on 28th February, concluding a visit that combined religious ceremony, 

political sensitivity, and a public appeal for religious freedom. 
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reported 25th February o n 

the 13th t rial of Hak Ja 

Han (~~J;f) - also ca lled 

are reporters". Public domain image 

Mother Han - the leader of Unificationism (~ ~ .i:il), a rel ig ious 

movement founded in the 1950s. The hearing took p lace at Seoul 

Central District Court and centered not o nly on al legat ions of 

unlawful polit ical activit ies, but also on a deeper dispute about 

religion, public perception, and the boundaries of what a criminal 

court should consider. 

See also Global Clergy Visit Detained Mother Han 

-
Hok Jo Han, Mother 
Han. Photo: FFWPU 

To understand the significance of the 

day's exchanges, some background may 

be necessary. Since t he deat h of Sun 

Myung Moon (g {:j ~). her husband, in 

2012, she has led the organization, now 

named the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification, which operates 

g lobally and maintains relig ious, 

educat ional, and peace-build ing 

networks. According to the OhmyNews 

article, in South Korea the Federation 

has frequent ly been crit icized by 

mainstream Protestant groups as a 

"heresy", a label that ca rries strong social stigma. 

Mother Han is 

currently on 

t rial along w it h 

two former 

senior 

Federation 

officials: Yoon 

Yeong-ho (g'i!J 

.2.), a former 

World 

Headquarters 

d irector, and 

Jeong Won-ju 

(~.gj-?), her 

Jeong Won-ju, here 
19th January 2025. 
Screenshot from 
FFWPU video. 

Yoon Yeong-ho, here 
9t h August 2020. 
Screenshot from 
video by FFWPU 

former chief of staff. Special prosecutors appointed by the current 

left-leaning Lee admin ist ration have charged t he t h ree with 

violations of t he Polit ical Funds Act and the Improper Solicitation 

and era~ Act, among other offenses. At issue are al legations that 

Federation fu nds or networks were used to channel money or g ifts 

to politicians and political ly connected figures. 

Reporter Lee Jin-min (OI ~ 12.! ) w rites for OhmyNews t hat t he 25th 

February hearing revealed two paralle l strategies from Mother 

Han's legal team. The first involved a procedura l dispute about 

terminology and religious prej udice. The second involved sh ifting 

responsibi lity onto Yoon Yeong-ho (g'i!J.2.) for allegedly improper 

political contacts. 
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During the afternoon 

session, Hak Ja Han's 

lawyers objected to the 

way a specific t erm used 

by the religious 
organization - "national 

restorat ion" - appears in 

the indictment and in 

ea rlier testimony. In the 

internal language of 

Unificationism , t h is 

p hrase carries 

theolog ical meaning 

t ied to the movem ent's 

vision of moral and 

spiritual renewal. The 

defense argued that t he 

term's meaning has not 

been clearly defined in 

the legal docum ents 

and may be 

m isunderstood by the 

court or by t he public. 
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portrayals of the Family Federation as a heretical or fringe sect 
might bias judgments about guilt. To address this, they asked the 

court to cal l a professor - described as a doctrinal expert -to testify 

about the movement's theology and clarify the meaning of 
"nationa I restoration". 

However, the presiding judge, Woo ln-seong (~<2.!{:!), firmly 

rejected the request. He stated that the courtroom is not a venue 

for doctrinal lectures. In his v iew, the purpose of the trial is to 
determine w hether specific laws were violated, not to evaluate 

whether Unificationism is orthodox, heterodox, or socia lly 

stigmatized. If the defense w ished to c larify terminology, he 

suggested, they could submit written materials instead of calling a 
live expert w itness. 

Mother Han's legal team pushed back. 

They argued that former director Yoon 

had interpreted her intentions through 
the lens of Unificationist doctrine, and 

that t he d isputed term connected to 

subsequent actions - such as an al leged 

100 mill ion won (approximately 70,000 

U.S. dollars) payment to conservative 

lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong (i!{:1-a-) 

and donations to regiona l branches of 
the People Power Party. Because 

theology al legedly informed Yoon's 

understanding of Mother Han's 

d irection, they said, doctrinal 
explanation was directly relevant. 

OhmyNew s points out that Judge Woo 

again declined. He suggested that if the 
defense wished to clarify Mother Han's 

People Power Party 
lawmaker Kweon 
Seong-dong ( iY 1=1-§-), 
here 23rd Dec. 2024. 
Photo: ~P.!E./g/TV I 
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intentions, it would be more appropriate to question her directly 

rather than rely on a third-party interpretat ion of doct rine. He 

emphasized that the court is not examining w hether 
Unification ism is heretical; it is exami ning al leged crimina l 

conduct. After further insistence from the d efense, the judge 

reaffirmed his refusal. 

This exchange highlights a key tension in the case. Mother Han's 

side appears concerned that broader socia l hostility toward the 

Family Federation cou ld color the court's interpret ation of 

evidence. The judge, by cont rast , is attempting to keep the 
p roceedings narrowly focused on statutory violations rather than 

theological debates. 

The second m ajor theme of the hearing was the defense's 

continued effort to assign primary responsibility to Yoon Yeong-ho 
(g~.2.). Mother Han's team has consistently argued that if 

improper political contacts occ urred, they w ere driven by Yoon's 

personal ambition rather than by instruct ions from Mother Han. 

To support this narrative, the defense pointed to events after 

Yoon's dismissal from t he Family Fed eration. They noted that in 

2024, a youth organizat ion called the CPD Foundation -

established by Yoon after h is remova l - held an event that received 

congratulatory remarks from lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong (ii{:! 

-a-). The implication w as t hat Yoon independently cu lt ivated 
political t ies for h is own purposes. 

Hak Ja Han's laWYers argued that 

d uring Yoon's t enure there w ere 

several controversial act ions: the 

alleged payment of 100 million won 

(ca. 70,000 US do llars) to Kweon, the 
p rovision of a luxury gift to Kim Keon ­

hee (fJ?:!£1-a prominent public 

figure and spouse of a former 
p resident), the use of spl it donations 

to avoid repo rting thresholds, 

contacts w ith politicians v ia an 

inte rmediary, and promotion of a 
Cambodian d evelopment project 

known as the MPP initiat ive. They 

asked rhetorically whether the Family 
Federat ion continued t hese project s 

after Yoon's expulsion. According to 

them , it did not - suggest ing t hat t he 

initiatives were tied to Yoon 

personally. 
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Furthermore, t he defense maintained t hat matters reported to 

Mother Han were lim ited to rel ig ious ceremonies and interna l faith 
activities. They asserted that there is no evidence she gave prior 

inst ructions or approva l for political activit ies. Jeong Won-ju's lega l 

team echoed t his argument, also crit icizing Yoon in connection 
w ith lawmaker Kweon's part icipation in t he foundation event. 

Another striking moment in t he hearing involved a w itness: Yoon's 

sister-in-law, ident ified only by her su rnam e Lee. She is believed to 

have purchased a Chanel handbag t hat prosecutors al lege was 
later given to Kim Keon-hee's side. Defense attorneys questioned 

her about whether she bought the bag at the request of Yoon's 

wife, w ho had served as a Federation finance d irector, and 

whet her she had been instructed to avoid encountering Hak Ja 
Han at the department store. Lee d id not respond to the 

questions, remaining silent throughout. 

Layout o f Mother Ha n 's deten tion cell, compared to size of a 
Mini Cooper. Illustration: The Monarch Report 

According to the Ohmy News art ic le, finally, Mother Han's health 
and detention status were briefly raised. Her legal team stated 

that after returning t o the detention center on 21st February, she 

suffered a nosebleed the fol lowing day. They submitted an 

additional w ritten opinion in support of a bail request o rig inally 
filed in Novem ber. As of t he hearing date 25th February, no 

decision on bail had been announced. 

Prosecutors from the specia l counsel team invest igat ing matters 
related to Kim Keon-hee (~?:!£1) attended t he hearing, along w ith 

a large group of defense attorneys representing Mot her Han. 

The 25th February session at Seoul Central D istrict Court did not 

resolve the core lega l questions but clarified the strategic lines of 
the case. Mother Han's defense is attempting to frame t he 

controversy as part ly shaped by misunderstanding and p rej udice 

against her relig ious m ovem ent , w hi le also isolating alleged 

political misconduct to a subordinate officia l. The court, 
meanwhile, has signaled that it intends to confine the t rial to 

concrete legal evidence rather than broader debates about 

theology or reputation. The next hear ing is scheduled for 6th 

March, when these argument s are likely to continue unfold ing 

within the narrow procedural framework the j udge has set . 
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