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Participants in the World Clergy Prayer Meeting are taking a commemorative photo on 25th February in
Seoul

Drawing attention to religious freedom in South Korea, global
A o l religious leaders visit Seoul amid Mother Han's ongoing
E detention

Seqgye llbo Over 70 Global Religious Leaders Visit Korea

Met President Hak Ja Han in Detention and Announce Petition for Religious Freedom
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Segye llbo, the South Korean daily, reported on 26th February on
a visit by more than 70 Christian clergy and religious leaders
from around the world. According to the article by Jeong Seong-
su, they traveled to Seoul to participate in the "2026 World
Clergy National Prayer Rally". The gathering was organized by
the World Clergy Leadership Conference (WCLC) along with
partner groups. While the event focused on prayer and religious
cooperation, it also became closely linked to a highly visible
issue in Korea: the detention of Hak Ja Han - also called Mother
Han - the widow of the late Rev. Sun Myung Moon and a
prominent religious leader in her own right.
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Among the visiting delegation was Bishop Luonne Rouse from the United Methodist Church in New
York, who, together with other international clergy, visited the Seoul Detention Center on 26th February
to meet Mother Han. According to the report, she had been in custody for 157 days at the time of their
visit. Mother Han is widely known as the leader and co-founder of the Family Federation for World Peace
and Unification, a global religious movement from South Korea.

One of the most outspoken visitors was Archbishop Johannes Ndanga, an Apostolic Christian from
Zimbabwe and President of the African Christian Council International (ACCI). Reflecting on the visit,
Ndanga drew a symbolic comparison between Korea today and biblical history.

He recalled that when Rev. Moon founded what is now called the Family Federation in 1954, he declared
that one day "the whole world will come to see Korea." Ndanga suggested that this prediction is now
being realized, as religious figures from many nations are traveling to Korea. He compared the situation




to Christians visiting Israel to retrace the life of Jesus. In his view, the present circumstances - specifically
the detention of a religious leader whom he considers innocent - echo the persecution of Jesus in ancient
times.

Ndanga described feeling
emotionally burdened
during the visit to the
detention center where
Mother Han is being held.
However, he said that
Mother Han herself
appeared calm and resolute,
speaking to the visiting
leaders and expressing
determination to continue
fulfilling what she sees as
God's will. He expressed
confidence that, in time,
both Korea and the broader
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Following the visit, Bishop Rouse and other members of the delegation announced a joint petition. The
document calls for what they describe as humanitarian consideration and the protection of fundamental
freedoms. The petition outlines three main points: first, that the health rights of Mother Han - an elderly
woman in her 80s - should be safeguarded; second, that universal religious freedom must be defended;
and third, that reconciliation and social harmony should be prioritized as values essential for national
unity.

World religious leaders hold up a petition they each signed on February 25, 2026

Bishop Rouse emphasized that the petition should not be interpreted as a political endorsement of any
specific religious organization. Instead, he framed it as an appeal grounded in general principles of
justice, freedom of conscience, and human rights. The organizers stated that they intend to submit the
petition formally to Korean judicial authorities and to share it with international human rights
organizations in order to raise global awareness and support.

In addition to the detention-center visit, the clergy participated in other events during their stay in Korea.
On 25th February, they attended a special lecture in Seoul organized by the Korean Council of Religions
under the theme "The Chosen Korean People and Their Mission". The program explored Korea's
historical and spiritual role from the perspective of participating religious groups.

The delegation’s schedule also includes a visit to Imjingak, a site near the Demilitarized Zone that
symbolizes the division of the Korean Peninsula. At the Unification Observatory there, they plan to hold a



special prayer service for peace and reunification between North and South Korea. The group is
scheduled to depart Korea on 28th February, concluding a visit that combined religious ceremony,
political sensitivity, and a public appeal for religious freedom.
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