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Editorial
Correct the Irrationality of the District Court's Decision!

The Hearing of the Family Federation Appeal
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The Tokyo High Court will issue its decision on 4th March regarding the request for a dissolution order



against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church). This
carries historic significance, as it calls into question the court's conviction and integrity as a "guardian of
the law" in upholding the rule of law, a fundamental principle of democratic states. A strict judgment
based solely on the law - without pandering to the mass media or public opinion - is required.

Dissolution Order Based on ""Assumed’ Damage

"Freedom of religion" is the foundation of a free society. Judicial decisions affecting this core human
right also influence international confidence in Japan's human rights awareness. This matter is grave
because it concerns not only the fate of a single religious organization, but also the future of our country.

Regarding large donations made by Family Federation believers, the Tokyo District Court in March of
last year issued the first-ever dissolution order based on civil torts. In response, the organization
immediately filed an appeal, arguing that treating civil cases as grounds for dissolution infringes upon
religious freedom, and noting that since issuing its compliance declaration [See editor's note 1 below] in
2009, no major civil-law problems have arisen.

The district court decision identified 179 individuals - based on civil judgments, settlements, and out-of-
court agreements - as victims whose damages became apparent after the compliance declaration [See
editor's note 1 below]. However, among these, there was only one court judgment involving a case that
occurred after the declaration . Given that few disputes have arisen in recent years, is it not unreasonable
to order dissolution?
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Nevertheless, the district court concluded that even after the declaration [See editor's note 1 below], "it
can be assumed that a considerable number of damages that have not yet surfaced exist," and determined
that the organization "clearly committed acts in violation of laws and regulations that significantly harm
public welfare." Inferring damage in this way appears to depart from the principle of adjudication based
on evidence and factual findings.

Among those claiming damages are many former believers who were subjected to coercive faith-breaking
(deprogramming) [See editor's note 2 below] by groups opposed to the religious organization. In addition,
suspicions have emerged that some written statements submitted by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology contain fabrications. The Tokyo District Court ignored these issues. It
can only be said that the decision was made with dissolution as a foregone conclusion. The religious
organization's immediate appeal was therefore natural.

It is also necessary to keep in mind that the request for a dissolution order began moving forward due to
political motives. In October 2022, following the shooting of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R{&&
=), then-Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (/= B 3 #), who was being criticized by the media over
connections between the Liberal Democratic Party and an organization friendly to the religious
organization, changed the legal interpretation to include civil cases as grounds for dissolution - something
that had not previously qualified.

The UN Human Rights Committee, the treaty body for the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which Japan has ratified, had long expressed concern about the ambiguity of the definition of
"public welfare.” Kishida's reinterpretation demonstrated that those concerns were not unfounded.

During the recent House of Representatives election, it became clear that China attempted to manipulate
public opinion by using X (formerly Twitter) to link the "former Unification Church" with Sanae




Takaichi (&8 &). It exploited the worsening image of the religious organization following the district
court's decision. Japan's dissolution order has also been used by China to justify its religious repression of
groups such as the Uyghurs and Falun Gong.

A Matter Concerning Japan’s Prestige

Under international human rights standards, the state has an obligation to protect religious minorities that
are prone to social exclusion by the majority. It should not be forgotten that the High Court's decision also
concerns Japan's prestige in the international community.

[Editor's note 1: The 2009 compliance declaration of the Unification Church of Japan (now the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification) was a formal commitment by the organization to reform its
practices in response to longstanding public criticism and legal challenges.

The Unification Church in Japan had faced numerous allegations related to recruitment tactics and
donation solicitation, termed "spiritual sales" (& ;%) by a hostile network of activist lawyers who
had declared the religious organization an enemy. These issues led to multiple lawsuits orchestrated by
the activist lawyers and significant media backlash. This prompted the organization to take measures to
restore its reputation and demonstrate compliance with legal and ethical standards.

The religious organization pledged to stop possibly unethical donation practices, including what the
hostile network of lawyers claimed amounted to "pressuring members into making large financial
contributions under spiritual pretexts."

This was in response to accusations from the same activist lawyers that followers "were being
manipulated into giving away substantial amounts of money or property.”

The Unification Church stated it would enhance internal oversight to ensure compliance with ethical and
legal standards. Measures included better training for leaders and stricter guidelines for evangelization
and solicitation of donations.

After this compliance declaration, there was a significant decrease in the number of lawsuits against the
Unification Church - since 2015 called the Family Federation. The religious organization has used this as
evidence that it has improved its practices and should not be subject to dissolution.]

[Editor’s note 2: Coercive faith-breaking ("deprogramming") in Japan refers to the practice of coercively
attempting to separate individuals from their religious affiliations or beliefs, typically through
intervention by family members, professional faith-breakers (deprogrammers) or organizations hostile to
new religious movements (NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of such movements, e.g.
relatively large faiths like the Family Federation or Jehovah's Witnesses, but also smaller groups like
Happy Science (Kofuku no Kagaku) and other newer religious movements.

Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of Soka Gakkai. Here students belonging to the faith in
2001

However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay organization with more than 8 million Japanese
members, and affiliated with Nichiren Buddhism, has occasionally been subject to faith-breaking
attempts.

The practice gained attention in the latter half of the 20th century, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s.
Parents or concerned family members often hired faith-breakers who taught them how to abduct and



forcibly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the individual believer and cutting him
or her off from the religious community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected to intense
questioning or indoctrination designed to break his or her faith. The aim was to "rescue” the person from
what the family often had been tricked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful influence from
the religious organization.

Critics of forced de-conversion argue that it violates fundamental human rights, including freedom of
thought, religion, and association. Reports of psychological trauma and accusations of unlawful detention
have sparked debates over its ethical and legal implications. In response, some religious groups,
particularly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protections against such practices.

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of coercive faith-breaking. While some
verdicts have condemned the practice as illegal detention, others have been more lenient, citing family
concerns about "mental health™ or alleged "exploitation” as mitigating factors.]
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WIS WHITIDLIdlTILY T1dU Spicau cdiliel.

Today, fumi-e is often used metaphorically in Japanese to describe
a test of loyalty, a forced act meant to prove ideological conformity,
a symbolic gesture requiring someone to repudiate prior beliefs.

In the above article, the term is used metaphorically to describe
lawsuits against a religious organization being portrayed as a kind
of symbolic act of renouncing one's former faith — comparable to
being forced to step on a sacred image.]
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