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The flag of the Family Federation waving in Japan 

 

Japan creating large-scale human suffering, escalating discrimination, social ostracism, and vicious 

bullying for members of large religious minority after deeply troubling verdict in violation of 

religious freedom 

 

Japan Delivers Historic Blow to Religious Freedom 

 

Family Federation Dissolved Without a Single Criminal Conviction 

 

Press release issued 4th March 2026 by the regional headquarters of the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification (FFWPU) in Europe and the Middle East. 

 

In a landmark - and deeply troubling - decision, 

the Tokyo High Court has today upheld the 

government's order to dissolve the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification 

(FFWPU) in Japan, formerly known as the 

Unification Church. 

 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic 

Persecution" 

 

Effective immediately, the religious corporation 

loses its legal status under Japan's Religious 

Corporations Act. Compulsory liquidation of its 

assets can now proceed. 

 

This marks an unprecedented milestone in 

Japan's postwar constitutional era: For the first 

time, a major religious organization has been 

effectively erased as a legal entity - without any 

criminal conviction against the organization itself. 

 

This is no routine administrative action. It is the harshest sanction available under Japanese law, stripping 

a faith community of its institutional existence. In rule-of-law democracies, such an extreme measure 

demands an extraordinarily high threshold of evidence and justification. Many legal scholars, human 

rights advocates, and international observers argue that threshold has not been met here. 

 

The headquarters building of the Family 

Federation in Japan, located in Shibuya, Tokyo, 

Japan 



 

 

No Crime Proven - Yet Institutional Death Imposed 

 

The court found no criminal guilt on the part of the Family Federation. Dissolution rests instead on 

allegations of harm to an undefined "public welfare" and breaches of loosely defined "social norms" - 

standards far below those required for criminal liability. 

 

This sets a dangerous precedent: a religious body can be dismantled administratively, based on civil 

claims spanning decades, without the rigorous proof a criminal trial demands. 

 

The Shadow of Tragedy and Political Pressure 

 

The issue exploded into public view after the 2022 assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. 

The perpetrator, Tetsuya Yamagami, cited personal grievances tied to his family's donations to the 

church. The court rightly held Yamagami solely responsible, imposing a life sentence. No evidence linked 

the religious organization to the murder. 

 

Yet the ensuing media storm and political backlash created intense pressure. Within months, the 

government launched dissolution proceedings - a sequence critics describe as reactive rather than strictly 

legal. 

 

Investigative journalist Masumi Fukuda has produced 

groundbreaking reporting that challenges key elements of the 

dominant narrative, pointing to media bias, selective evidence, 

and the marginalization of dissenting voices. Her work raises 

serious questions about whether full due process could prevail in 

such a polarized climate. 

 

"We Have Committed No Crime" 

 

Family Federation Japan President Masaichi Hori responded 

with resolve: 

 

"We have not committed any crime as a religious corporation. 

Our members are sincere believers who practice their faith 

peacefully and strive to contribute positively to society. We 

deeply regret this extreme decision imposed without criminal 

conviction. We will continue to uphold our beliefs lawfully and 

peacefully, confident that truth and justice will ultimately 

prevail." 

 

Real People, Real Devastation 

 

Beyond legal abstractions stand tens of thousands of ordinary Japanese citizens: 

 

● Families who pray and build lives together 

 

● Volunteers sustaining community service programs 

 

● Children whose faith shapes their values and sense of 

belonging 

 

Dissolution threatens: 

 

● Government confiscation and forced liquidation of religious 

assets - properties, buildings, bank accounts 

 

● Closure of worship spaces, churches, church cemeteries and 

centers 

 

● Transfer of ownership to the government 

 

● Disruption - or outright end - of church-funded charitable, 

educational, and humanitarian work 

 

● Heightened financial hardship and social instability for 

members 

 

Already, as a result of "trial by media", hotels and other public facilities are refusing to rent space to us 

Masumi Fukuda ‒ Japanese 

investigative journalist and 

award-winning nonfiction writer 

(2024) 

Masaichi Hori, President of the 

Family Federation in Japan 



 

 

for our charitable activities. 

 

Since 2022, believers have already endured escalating discrimination, social ostracism, and - in some 

heartbreaking cases - vicious bullying of children. This ruling risks entrenching and amplifying that 

suffering, turning abstract legal loss into lived human hardship. 

 

A Precedent That Should Alarm Every Democracy 

 

Japan stands as a model of stable constitutional democracy, with robust protections for freedom of 

religion under its Constitution and Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR). These guarantees protect not only personal belief but the collective right of communities to 

organize, worship, and maintain legal existence. 

 

When a religious group can be dissolved without criminal conviction - on grounds of vague "public 

welfare" claims - the precedent reverberates far beyond one organization. It tests the resilience of 

minority rights in any democracy. 

 

As Mahatma Gandhi powerfully reminded us, the true moral strength of a nation is revealed in how it 

treats its most vulnerable minorities. 

 

The eyes of the world - and of history - are now on Japan's democratic institutions. Will they uphold the 

highest standards of religious freedom and due process, or will this ruling mark the beginning of a 

troubling erosion? 

 

 

For more information: president@ffwpu-eu.org / ukdirector@ffwpu.org.uk 

 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

 

Related to social ostracism for believers: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith 

Also related to social ostracism for believers: MEXT's Legal Spin and "Dissolution at All Costs" 

Also related to social ostracism for believers: UN Report: Japan's Lawfare Against Faith Minority 

 

And also related to social ostracism for believers: Protesting No Transparency in Closed-Door Trial 

More, related to social ostracism for believers: Dangerous Flaws in Dissolution Order Decried 

Also related to social ostracism for believers: "Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan" for 50 Years 

 

And also related to social ostracism for believers: Japan Following the Way of China 

And also related to social ostracism for believers: Japan's Dissolution Case Echoes China's Playbook 

More, related to social ostracism for believers: Media/Legal Expert: Communism Behind Persecution 

 

And more, related to social ostracism for believers: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government Policy 

More, related to social ostracism for believers: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

And more, related to social ostracism for believersl: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to social ostracism for believers: Japan Copying China: State Seizure of Churches 

And still more, related to social ostracism for believers: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing Japan 

More, related to social ostracism for believers: 4300 Abductions and Forcible Detentions 

 

And more, related to social ostracism for believers: Japan: Families Fear for Graves of Loved Ones 

Yet more, related to social ostracism for believers: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying 

Also related to social ostracism for believers: Kishida Follows Anti-Family Federation Minister 

 

Also related to social ostracism for believers: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government Policy 

Still more, related to social ostracism for believers: Malicious One-Sided Government Source Selection 

Yet more, related to social ostracism for believers: Kishida's Self-Defeating Populist Decisions 

 

And still more, related to social ostracism for believers: Japan Urged to Make U-Turn 

And yet more, related to social ostracism for believers: Dangerous Precedent to Crush Religions 

Even more, related to social ostracism for believers: Japan Following the Way of China 

 

Yet more, related to social ostracism for believers: Japanese Communists' Final War 

Still more, related to social ostracism for believers: Political and Social Activism behind Oppression 

Still more, related to social ostracism for believers: Dissolution Case: Rule of Law on Trial 4th March 
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First case ever of civil-code grounds 
used to dissolve religious 
organization as its appeal is rejected 
in what many perceive as an 
orchestrated campaign undertaken 
by the state as a whole 

Tokyo, 4 th March 2026 - Published as an article in 

t he Japanese newspaper Sekai Nippo. Republished 

with permission. Translated from 

Japanese. Orig ina l article. 
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Logo of the 

Upholds Dissolution 
Order for Family 
Federation; 

Sekai Nippo • • • Rehg1ous Corporation 
Status Revoked, Liquidation 

Proceedings to Begin 
by editorial staff of Sekai Nippo 

Sign by the en trance of the na tiona l headquarters of the Family 
Federation in Sh ibuya, Tokyo. Photo: Sekai Nippo 

In t he immediate appeal proceedings regarding the M inistry of 

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's request for a 

d issolut ion order against t he Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification (formerly t he Unification Church). t he Tokyo High 

Court - Presid ing Judge Motoko Mik i (= *~-r) - ruled on 4th 
March to uphold t he dissolution order issued by t he Tokyo District 

Court and d ismissed t he Family Federation's immediate appeal. 

This marks t he fi rst case in w hich a dissolution order has been 
based on unlawful acts under t he Civil Code. 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 

The religious organization plans to fi le a special appeal wit h the 

Supreme Court. However, as a result o f t he Tokyo High Court's 

decision, the organization w ill lose it s status as a rel ig ious 

corporat ion and liquidation procedures w ill commence. 

In response to t he ruling , t he Family Federation issued t he 

following statement: 

"We are deeply concerned and cannot help but feel 

p rofound shame t hat ou r bel ievers may be labeled as 
members of an antisocial g roup and forced to live in fea r 

of d iscrimination and prejud ice in Japanese society, 

concealing themselves in order to survive. We w ill never 
accept this unj ust j udicial decision and w il l continue 

fight ing - includ ing by fi ling a special appeal - to defend 

freedom of rel ig ion." 

The build ing housing Tokyo High Court and Tokyo D istrict Cour t. 
Photo (2072): Rs7427 I Wikimedia Commons. License: CC ASA 3.0 
Unp 

Regarding the request for a dissolution order, the Tokyo D istrict 

Court ruled in March of last year that the organization had caused 

"damage on a massive scale" and ordered its d issolution. The 

relig ious organization filed an immediate appeal, objecting to t he 
d ist rict court's fact-find ing based on presumptions - such as t he 
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exists" - as well as alleging fabrication of evidence by the Ministry 

of Education. 

During the appeal proceedings, t he Family Federation argued t hat 

damages had sharply declined fol lowing its 2009 "Compliance 

Declaration" [See editor's note l below ] and maintained that there 

w as no necessity for a dissolution order. The hearings were 

conducted behind closed doors and concluded in November of 

last year. 

The full statement released by the Family Federation of japan is 

as follows: 

"Today, t he Tokyo High Court issued a decision approving 
the dissolution order against our religious corporation. 

Th is ca n be said to fulfi ll, as an undertaking of the state 

as a whole [See ed itor's note 2 below], the desi re of the 

terrorist who assassinated former Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe (~fgillf.=.). The perpetrator is said to hold a grudge 

against the Family Federation and sought to inflict 
damage upon it. This judicial decision wi ll not only incite 

new acts of polit ical terrorism but wil l also undermine 

Japan's credibility in the internat ional community, 

leaving a stain on our nat ion's history. 

Our corporation st rongly request ed that the High Court 
conduct appropriate proceedings based on fact s and 

evidence. However, t his decision constitutes an u nj ust 

ruling reached with a predetermined conclusion, lacking 
factual and evidentiary support and contrary to the 

principle of adjudication based on evidence. 

Furthermore, wit h the cooperation of independent 

attorneys, our corporation has been sincerely engaged in 

providing compensation to t hose claiming to have 
suffered 'damage.' Now that t he corporation is to be 

dissolved, such compensation efforts can no longer 

continue, wh ich we find extremely regrettable. 

Above al l, we are deeply concerned and fil led with 

shame that, as a result of this decision, our believers may 

be branded as 'members of an antisocial group' and 

forced to live in fear of d iscrimination and prejudice 

w ithin Japanese society, concealing t hemselves in order 

to survive. We wi ll never accept t his unjust jud ic ial 
decision and will continue to fight - including by filing a 

special appeal - to defend freedom of religion." 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers A~er Legal Loss 

Featured image above: Fukumoto, legal advisor to the Family 

Federation in Japan, responding to media inquiries following the 

Tokyo High Court decision on 4th March 2026. Photo: Sekai Nippo 

[Editor's note 1: The 2009 compliance declaration of t he 
Unification Church of Japan (now t he Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification ) was a form al comm it ment by t he 

o rganization to reform it s practices in response to longstand ing 
p ubl ic crit icism and legal challenges. 

The Unification Church in Japan had faced num erous allegations 

related to recru it m ent tactics and donation solicitation, term ed 

"sp iritual sales" (~/W,jf!j;~) by a hostile network of activ ist lawyers 

w ho had declared t he relig ious organization an enemy. These 

issues led to mult iple lawsuits o rchest rated by t he activist lawyers 

and significant m edia backlash. This prom pted t he o rganization to 
take measures to resto re its rep utatio n and demonstrate 

compl iance w it h legal and et hical standards. 

The relig ious organization pledged to stop possibly unet hical 

donat ion practices, inc luding what t he host ile network of lawyers 

c laimed amounted to "p ressuring m embers into m aking large 

financial cont ribut ions under sp iritual p retexts." 

This was in response to accusations from t he sam e act ivist lawyers 

t hat fo llowers "were being m anipulated into g iving away 

substant ial amounts of money or property.'' 

The Unification Church stated it wou ld enhance internal oversig ht 
to ensu re com pliance w it h et hical and lega l standards. Measures 

inc luded better t rain ing for lead ers and st ricter g uidelines for 

eva ngelization and solic itat ion of donat ions. 

After t h is com pl iance d eclarat ion, there was a significant decrease 



in the number of lawsuits against the Unification Church - since 

2015 called the Family Federation. The religious organization has 
used this as evidence t hat it has improved its p ractices and should 

not be subject to d issolution.] 

[Editor's note 2: In polit ica l d iscourse, t he Japanese expression Ill 
~ <' QJ/. (kokka guru mi) is rarely neut ra l. It ca rries st rong 
con notations of institutional coord ination and suggests 

involvem ent beyond a sing le agency - imply ing cou rts, m in istries, 

police, legislature, etc. The expression implies top-down 

orchest ration and cent ral ized d irectio n o r polit ical intent rat her 

t han independent bureaucratic or judic ial action. 

The ph rase is often used in accusations of state repression, polit ical 
persecution, cover-ups, systemic corrupt ion. It frames t he act as 

not j ust m istaken, but as a structural act of the state itself. 

In t he above t ext, t he w riters are assert ing t hat t he Tokyo High 

Cou rt verdict is not m erely a jud icial ru ling. It represents t he state 
act ing collectively. The state is t herefore port rayed as fulfilling a 

terrorist's objective. 

This dramat ical ly escalates t he accusation. Instead of saying t hat 

t he court m ade an unfair decision, it imp lies t hat t he Japanese 
state apparatus as a w hole is enabl ing terrorism's goals. 

That framing polit icizes t he j ud iciary, underm ines c laims of j udicial 

independence, and port rays t he organization as a v ict im of 

systemic persecut ion.] 
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