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4 March 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our Response to the High Court Ruling in Japan

Many of you will already have heard the news that today the Tokyo High Court upheld the Japanese
government’s decision to dissolve the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification as a religious
corporation in Japan. Although our communities in Europe and the Middle East are not legally
affected by this ruling, we are all spiritually connected—and our thoughts and prayers naturally turn
toward our precious brothers and sisters in Japan.

This unprecedented judgment, though not unexpected, has shocked many observers around the
world. For the first time in Japan’s postwar history, a major religious organization has been stripped of
its legal standing without any criminal conviction, and on grounds that remain ambiguous and hotly
debated. The consequences for our members in Japan—ordinary families, young people, volunteers,
and believers—are profound. The loss of legal status may lead to the liquidation of church properties,
the disruption of community life, and even greater social pressure on members who have already
endured years of intense scrutiny and discrimination.

Yet amid this, we must not react with anger or despair. Instead, let us respond with prayerful
solidarity, measured words, and steadfast faith. We must recognize the emotional impact of this
moment. It is right to grieve with those who grieve, and to feel righteous concern when any
community of faith is treated unjustly. Many of our Japanese members have lived through painful
misunderstandings, media hostility, and, tragically, open discrimination. We hold them in our hearts,
and we pray that Heavenly Parent’s comfort and protection surround every family, especially the
children who may feel this burden most acutely.

At the same time, our response must also be grounded in clarity, dignity, and truth. This issue
touches on principles that extend far beyond our movement: the universal right to freedom of
religion, the rule of law, and the protection of minority beliefs in democratic societies. When a
government can dismantle a religious institution not on the basis of proven criminal conduct, but on
contested allegations and shifting social norms, a precedent is set that should concern all people of
conscience—regardless of their faith tradition.

As members of the Family Federation in Europe, we have an important role to play. Not through
confrontation, nor through emotional rhetoric, but through responsible public witness:

¢ We will inform the public, our friends and key stakeholders about the facts of the case.

¢ We will defend the principle of religious freedom, not only for ourselves but for all faiths.

e We will promote respectful dialogue and call for fairness, due process, and the protection of
civil liberties.

e And above all, we will stand with our Japanese community—spiritually, morally, and
publicly—until justice and truth are restored.



Our movement was founded by True Parents on the belief that peace begins in the heart, grows in the
family, and expands outward into society. That mission does not change because we face challenges.
In fact, moments like this call us to embody our values even more fully. Let us unite in prayer for our
Japanese brothers and sisters; for the legal teams and advocates working on their behalf; for
journalists, scholars, and public figures who courageously speak the truth; and for the leaders of
Japan, that they may be guided by wisdom, fairness, and a commitment to human dignity.

We encourage each of you to remain calm, compassionate, and confident in God’s providence. No
earthly ruling can dissolve a community of faith whose roots are spiritual and whose foundation is
love. The Family Federation in Japan will continue, as its leaders have affirmed, to keep the faith, to
live peacefully, and to uphold the ideals that have guided them for generations.

Attached to this letter you will find a copy of our Press Release which has already been circulated to
our National Leaders with the request to translate and distribute it as widely as possible. If the story
of the dissolution order appears in your local media, you can use the feedback tools provided by all
media outlets to communicate and respond You can also draw on this release in sharing with your
own friends and family as well. In the coming days we will provide further guidance on how our
European community can contribute constructively during this period.

For now, let us lift our hearts together and offer this prayer:

“Our loving Heavenly Parent, bring comfort to those who are distressed, courage to those who are
uncertain, and unity to our worldwide family. We pray for our brothers and sisters in Japan, and we
pray for our True Mother, our Holy Mother Han, who has now been imprisoned for almost six months
in Korea. And we pray for peace at a time when the world and indeed our continent seems to be on
fire. May justice prevail, may truth be revealed, and may peace reign in the hearts of all people.”

Sincerely

Michael & Fumiko Balcomb
Continental Director, FFWPU Heavenly Europe & the Middle East















SUPPLEMENT TO PRESS RELEASE

The following clarifications are provided in response to widespread public commentary and
media reporting concerning FFWPU-Japan and related matters:

Clarification Regarding Tetsuya Yamagami

Contrary to claims frequently repeated in media narratives, it has been asserted that Tetsuya
Yamagami was not living in poverty at the time of the incident. It has further been noted that
approximately 50% of his mother's donations were reportedly returned to her by FFWPU-Japan.
During trial proceedings, the presiding judge is reported to have commented prior to sentencing
that the negative impact of his mother’s religious involvement was “minimal,” challenging the
characterisation that such involvement alone “ruined his life.” These details warrant consideration
in the interest of factual completeness.

Characterisation of FFWPU-Japan

FFWPU-Japan and related organisations have often been portrayed in media coverage as socially
harmful or malign. However, supporters and affiliated bodies point to a longstanding record of
philanthropic and humanitarian activity. These include disaster relief initiatives, educational
programs, community development projects, and international aid efforts both within Japan and
globally. Proponents argue that this humanitarian work has been largely overlooked in public
discourse.

Allegations of Falsification and Evidence Destruction

Concerns have also been raised regarding what is described as a coordinated campaign of
misrepresentation. Allegations include the destruction of physical evidence relating to overseas
development projects—such as schools in parts of Africa, including Senegal and Mozambique—as
well as claims that certain testimonies in Japan were altered by officials to include negative
statements not originally written by former members. These allegations have been cited by critics
as indicative of broader institutional bias.

Publication of “Sacrifice to the Nation”

Journalist Masumi Fukuda’s bestselling book, Sacrifice to the Nation (now in its fourth edition),
examines what the author characterises as a systematic effort to eradicate FFWPU-Japan. The
book compiles documentary material, witness accounts, and investigative findings that, according
to the author, challenge prevailing narratives and call for greater scrutiny of official and media
representations. (Book Review by Bitter Winter)

Conclusion

Given the seriousness of these matters, it is essential that public discussion be grounded in
verifiable evidence, balanced analysis, and respect for due process. The issues involved are
complex and deserve careful consideration beyond simplified or sensational characterisations.
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