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The Japanese headquarters of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the
Unification Church) in Shibuya, Tokyo, where a court-appointed liquidator has entered. March 4, 2026

Family Federation believers voice rights concerns as access to hundreds of
churches blocked by state after dissolution order

Tokyo, 5th March 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

Family Federation: Believers Anxious After Being Barred from Facilities
Guidelines State, ""Use Should Be Permitted™
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See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution”

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any
Faith Safe?

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires
Public Trial

Following the Tokyo High Court's decision
ordering the dissolution of the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification
(formerly the Unification Church), liquidation
procedures began on 4th March. A court-
appointed lawyer acting as a liquidator has
taken control of the religious organization's

A notification of closure by the liquidators, on the assets in order to compensate victims of
door of a Family Federation place of worship "donation-related damages".

March 5, 2026 in Odawara (V& /& ifr - population _ o
185,000), Kanagawa prefecture, Japan Believers have expressed shock that religious

activities were restricted immediately.

According to reports, a team numbering in the hundreds of personnel has been organized to investigate
roughly 300 churches nationwide. Soon after the High Court's ruling was issued, the liquidator entered the
religious organization's headquarters, and staff members were no longer allowed to enter the premises or
conduct religious activities such as worship services.




Liquidators simultaneously entered church facilities across the country. On social media, members of the

Federation posted comments such as:
"We can no longer enter our church."

"Our place of prayer has been taken away."

Nozomi Kojima, representative of "The Second-
Generation Association for Protecting the Human
Rights of Believers", here speaking at a press
conference on 26th March 2025 in Shibuya, Tokyo,
Japan

Nozomi Kojima (/NE # &), head of the
Association of Second-Generation Believers
for the Protection of Believers' Human Rights,
wrote the following on her X (formerly
Twitter) account:

"When | passed in front of the headquarters
just now, there was a notice posted. As soon as
the result was announced at 11 a.m. today,
liquidators came to churches nationwide all at
once and closed them.

There was even a website prepared - when did
they start preparing all this?

We were told that only the corporate status
would disappear and that our religious life
could continue unchanged, but that's
completely different. We cannot enter the
church, and we cannot hold worship services.
All staff are prohibited from religious
activities. We can't do anything anymore."

Guidelines issued by Japan's Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) in October 2024
regarding the liquidation of designated
religious corporations state:

"When managing or disposing of the assets of a

corporation under liquidation, the liquidator should, insofar as it does not interfere with liquidation duties,
and taking into account the degree of necessity, permit believers to use facilities and otherwise give
consideration to the freedom of religion of believers belonging to the religious organization that currently

exists."

Oze Cemetery, owned by the Family Federation, in Katashina Village, Gunma Prefecture, Japan



However, the guidelines also note that if liquidation procedures continue for a long period, the use of
facilities may be restricted. This could significantly affect believers' religious practices, raising concerns
that the freedom of religion guaranteed by the Constitution may be undermined.

On 5th March, a liquidator also entered the Oze Cemetery, owned and managed by the religious
organization in Katashina Village, Gunma Prefecture. Restrictions that had been feared - such as limits on
funeral ceremonies, memorial services, and grave visits - are beginning to become a reality.
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