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Masaichi Hori, former president of former Japanese Family Federation for World Peace and Unification

Statement issued after Tokyo High Court upholds dissolution of organization of
large religious minority as preparations are being made for last resort special
appeal to Supreme Court
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Former Family Federation President Masaichi Hori Issues Statement Following
Tokyo High Court Decision on Dissolution Order
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Sekai Nippo

On 4th March, the Tokyo High Court decided to uphold the first instance ruling of the
Tokyo District Court ordering the dissolution of the religious corporation Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church).

See also State Grabs 260 Churches After
Dissolution

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure
of Churches

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic
Persecution”

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After
Legal Loss

Japanese followers of the Family Federation See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any
gathering in a private home 8th March, on the first Faith Safe?
Sunday after the Tokyo High Court ruling on 4th

March 2026 See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires
Public Trial

In response, Masaichi Hori (38 1E—), who had served as president of the Family Federation, released a
statement on 5th March in his personal capacity. In it, Hori declared that the decision violates the



principle of trial based on evidence and that preparations [See editor's note below] are underway to file a
special appeal to the Supreme Court.

He also stated that he will respond sincerely to liquidation procedures and called for measures to ensure
that human rights violations against believers do not occur. Hori lost his position as president when the
liguidation process began following the High Court's decision.

The full text of the statement is as follows.
Statement Following the High Court Decision
As you know, at 11:00 a.m. on 4th March, the Tokyo High Court issued its decision and

dismissed the Family Federation's appeal. It is extremely regrettable that the Family Federation's
arguments were not accepted in the appeal proceedings.

In particular, regarding the original decision of the Tokyo District Court, although it deprives the
believers of the preeminent human right of freedom of religion, the court readily endorsed and
retroactively applied arbitrary changes to long-established legal interpretations. This constitutes a
violation of both the Constitution and international law.

Furthermore, we argued before the High Court that arbitrary conjecture not based on facts or
evidence violates the principle of adjudication based on evidence.

In addition, in October last year, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights issued a press release warning that the Tokyo District Court's decision violated
international law. However, the Tokyo High Court rejected the above arguments and issued its
decision while completely ignoring the warnings from the international community.

Moreover, since 2022 the Family Federation has implemented a number of church reforms,
including obtaining donation confirmation forms and establishing certified counselors. After the
Act on the Prevention of Improper Solicitation of Donations was enacted in 2023, there have been
no cases in which the organization received recommendations or orders from the Consumer
Affairs Agency.

Recently, through settlements with parties in
group lawsuits and through a compensation
committee, the organization has also addressed
claims from many individuals alleging
damages, even beyond what is required by law.

Despite such efforts toward reform and
improvement, the dissolution order of the
District Court was upheld primarily on the
basis of settlements and agreements, without
recognizing these reforms and without concrete
evidence of legal violations. This is deeply
regrettable. After consulting promptly with our attorneys, we intend to proceed with preparations for an
appeal to the Supreme Court.

No more access to its cemeteries. Here, the "Central
Japan Cemetery" which spreads across a mountain
area in Suzuka City, Mie Prefecture

At the same time, on 4th March the court appointed a liquidator to oversee the liquidation process. We
intend to respond sincerely to the liquidation procedures.

Unfortunately, following the assassination of former Prime Minister Abe and also when the District Court
issued the dissolution order, numerous human rights violations occurred against members and their
families, including discrimination, prejudice, defamation, and harassment. We sincerely ask everyone to
ensure that such violations against our members and their families do not occur in the future.

Furthermore, we are an organization that sincerely believes in and follows God, the Heavenly Parent, and
works to realize God's will. Therefore, even if our corporate legal status is denied, there will be absolutely
no change in our commitment to continue religious activities aimed at fulfilling Heaven's will.

Rather, taking this event as an opportunity, we intend to make even greater efforts to let many people



know the truth about our activities. While continuing missionary and evangelistic work, we will strive to
earn the trust of society more broadly.

5th March 2026

Masaichi Hori (3 IE—)

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution"

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any Faith Safe?

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial

[Editor's note: The phrasing Z£{% 9" 4 (junbi suru - prepare) in the Japanese original text suggests that
Hori intends to organize or initiate the filing to the Supreme Court, likely with lawyers or on behalf of
interested parties (e.g., believers).]

See also State Grabs 260 Churches After Dissolution

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches

Related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on
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And more, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Japan: Families Fear for Graves of
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Trial 4th March
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