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Masaichi Hori, former president of former Japanese Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

 

Statement issued after Tokyo High Court upholds dissolution of organization of 

large religious minority as preparations are being made for last resort special 

appeal to Supreme Court 

 

Tokyo, 5th March 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

Former Family Federation President Masaichi Hori Issues Statement Following 

Tokyo High Court Decision on Dissolution Order 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

On 4th March, the Tokyo High Court decided to uphold the first instance ruling of the 

Tokyo District Court ordering the dissolution of the religious corporation Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church). 

 

 See also State Grabs 260 Churches After 

Dissolution 

 

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure 

of Churches 

 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic 

Persecution" 

 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After 

Legal Loss 

 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any 

Faith Safe? 

 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires 

Public Trial 

 

In response, Masaichi Hori (堀 正一), who had served as president of the Family Federation, released a 

statement on 5th March in his personal capacity. In it, Hori declared that the decision violates the 

 
Sekai Nippo 

 
Japanese followers of the Family Federation 

gathering in a private home 8th March, on the first 

Sunday after the Tokyo High Court ruling on 4th 

March 2026 



 

 

principle of trial based on evidence and that preparations [See editor's note below] are underway to file a 

special appeal to the Supreme Court. 

 

He also stated that he will respond sincerely to liquidation procedures and called for measures to ensure 

that human rights violations against believers do not occur. Hori lost his position as president when the 

liquidation process began following the High Court's decision. 

 

The full text of the statement is as follows. 

 

Statement Following the High Court Decision 

 

As you know, at 11:00 a.m. on 4th March, the Tokyo High Court issued its decision and 

dismissed the Family Federation's appeal. It is extremely regrettable that the Family Federation's 

arguments were not accepted in the appeal proceedings. 

 

In particular, regarding the original decision of the Tokyo District Court, although it deprives the 

believers of the preeminent human right of freedom of religion, the court readily endorsed and 

retroactively applied arbitrary changes to long-established legal interpretations. This constitutes a 

violation of both the Constitution and international law. 

 

Furthermore, we argued before the High Court that arbitrary conjecture not based on facts or 

evidence violates the principle of adjudication based on evidence. 

 

 
 

In addition, in October last year, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights issued a press release warning that the Tokyo District Court's decision violated 

international law. However, the Tokyo High Court rejected the above arguments and issued its 

decision while completely ignoring the warnings from the international community. 

 

Moreover, since 2022 the Family Federation has implemented a number of church reforms, 

including obtaining donation confirmation forms and establishing certified counselors. After the 

Act on the Prevention of Improper Solicitation of Donations was enacted in 2023, there have been 

no cases in which the organization received recommendations or orders from the Consumer 

Affairs Agency. 

 

 Recently, through settlements with parties in 

group lawsuits and through a compensation 

committee, the organization has also addressed 

claims from many individuals alleging 

damages, even beyond what is required by law. 

 

Despite such efforts toward reform and 

improvement, the dissolution order of the 

District Court was upheld primarily on the 

basis of settlements and agreements, without 

recognizing these reforms and without concrete 

evidence of legal violations. This is deeply 

regrettable. After consulting promptly with our attorneys, we intend to proceed with preparations for an 

appeal to the Supreme Court. 

 

At the same time, on 4th March the court appointed a liquidator to oversee the liquidation process. We 

intend to respond sincerely to the liquidation procedures. 

 

Unfortunately, following the assassination of former Prime Minister Abe and also when the District Court 

issued the dissolution order, numerous human rights violations occurred against members and their 

families, including discrimination, prejudice, defamation, and harassment. We sincerely ask everyone to 

ensure that such violations against our members and their families do not occur in the future. 

 

Furthermore, we are an organization that sincerely believes in and follows God, the Heavenly Parent, and 

works to realize God's will. Therefore, even if our corporate legal status is denied, there will be absolutely 

no change in our commitment to continue religious activities aimed at fulfilling Heaven's will. 

 

Rather, taking this event as an opportunity, we intend to make even greater efforts to let many people 

 
No more access to its cemeteries. Here, the "Central 

Japan Cemetery" which spreads across a mountain 

area in Suzuka City, Mie Prefecture 



 

 

know the truth about our activities. While continuing missionary and evangelistic work, we will strive to 

earn the trust of society more broadly. 

 

5th March 2026 

 

Masaichi Hori (堀 正一) 

 

 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 

 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any Faith Safe? 

 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial 

 

[Editor's note: The phrasing 準備する (junbi suru - prepare) in the Japanese original text suggests that 

Hori intends to organize or initiate the filing to the Supreme Court, likely with lawyers or on behalf of 

interested parties (e.g., believers).] 

 

See also State Grabs 260 Churches After Dissolution 

 

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches 

 

Related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on 

Faith 

 

Also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: MEXT's Legal Spin and "Dissolution at 

All Costs" 

 

Also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: UN Report: Japan's Lawfare Against Faith 

Minority 

 

And also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Protesting No Transparency in 

Closed-Door Trial 

 

More, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Dangerous Flaws in Dissolution Order 

Decried 

 

Also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: "Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan" for 

50 Years 

 

And also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Japan Following the Way of China 

 

And also related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Japan's Dissolution Case Echoes 

China's Playbook 

 

More, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Media/Legal Expert: Communism 

Behind Persecution 
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Government Policy 

 

More, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 
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Denouncing Japan 

 

More, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: 4300 Abductions and Forcible 

Detentions 

 



 

 

And more, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Japan: Families Fear for Graves of 

Loved Ones 

 

Yet more, related to preparations for Supreme Court appeal: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, 

Lying 
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UN Submission Protests 

Mass Closure Of Churches 
Ma rch 7, 2026 • Knut Holdhus 

UN submission raises concerns 
over Japan's dissolution of the 
Family Federation, its rapid 
liquidation, and coordinated 
shutdown of 260 churches 
O n 4th March 2026, French 

inte rnational human rig ht s lawyer 

Patricia Duval su bmitted a statem ent 

to t he NCO Committee on Freedom of 

Rel igion and Belief at the United 

Nat ions Office in Geneva. Her 
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meeting wit h t he United Nations 

Special Rappor teur on Freedom of 

Rel igion or Belief, Nazila Ghanea [See 

editor's note below]. Duva l's statement 

was published in t he leading online 

human rights mag azine Bitter Winte r 

on 6th March under the headline 

Japan: Hundreds of Thousands of 

UN Special Rapporteur 
on Religious Freedom: 
Nazi/a Ghanea. Photo: 
Giovanna Ka I 
Wik imedia Commons. 
License: CC ASA 4.0 Int 

Unification Church Believers Deprived of Places of Worship. 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any Faith Safe? 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial 

See also Preparations Underway for Supreme Court Appeal 

Concerns About Religious Freedom in Japan 

The statement raises serious concerns about the im pact of a court 

decisio n in Japan, on t he same day, t hat ordered the d issolut ion of 

the religious org anization commonly known as t he Unification 

Church, form al ly called the Fam ily Federation for World Peace 

and Unification. According to t he sub mission, the way this 

d ecision was implemented has had immediate and far-reaching 

consequences for the ability of hundreds of thousands of 
believe rs to pract ice their religion. 

I I 
~ 

International Covenant on 
C ivil and Political Rights 

The situation is part icularly 

significant because Japan is a 

party to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR), an in ternat ional 

treaty t hat protects fundam ental 

freedoms, including the right to 

freedom of religion under Art icle 

18. This treaty limit s when 

governments may restrict re ligious act ivity, allow ing restrictions 

only under very narrow circum stances relat ed to pu blic safety, 

order, healt h, m orals, or t he rights of others. 

The events that followed t he court decisio n have raised q uestions 

am ong international observers about w hether these international 

legal o bl igatio ns have been respected . 

Closure of Churches Across Japan 

On t he m orning of 4th March, the Tokyo High Court announced its 

decisio n to uphold an o rder d issolving t he Family Federation as a 

relig ious corporation. Immediately after t he ru ling, t he appointed 

liquidator, Hisashi Ito (11'~rcj). contact ed the Federatio n's lead 

attorney, Nobuya Fukumoto (ml,$:{~tB). to inform him t hat 

liquidation procedures w ould beg in at o nce. 

W ithin about an hour of the 

announcem ent, t eam s of 

lawyers accompanied by 

police offi cers reportedly 

arrived sim ultaneously at 

churches across Japan. Their 

mission w as to exp lain the 

legal process of liquidatio n, 

t ake control of t he build ings, 

and secure t he organization's 

asset s. Keys t o the properties 

were confiscat ed, and the 

facilities w ere effectively 

c losed . 

This operatio n w as carried 

out at approximat ely 260 

chu rch locat ions nationwide. 

At the organization's 

headquarters in the Shibuya 

d ist rict of Tokyo, about 

twenty liq uidators ent ered 
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Notifica t ion of closure, put up on 
260 churches na t ionw ide on 4 th 
March 2026 by the Japanese 
a uthorit ies. Photo: FFWPU 

the build ing and shut it dow n. Staff m embers w ere reportedly told 

that they w ere no longer allow ed to enter their workplace and 

w ere instruct ed t o rem ain at hom e. 

Me m bers of the religio us o rganizatio n later stated t hat t he scale 
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and coord ination of the operation suggested that preparations 

had been made well in advance. For example, a website dedicated 

to t he liquidation process had already been created before the 
court issued its decision. The domain name for the site had been 

reg istered several weeks earl ier, on 13t h February, and several 

documents out lin ing liquidation procedures had already been 
uploaded. 

According to one Family Federation member, the rapid 
deployment of approximately one thousand lawyers and police 

officers across the country gave the impression of a large-scale 

law-enforcement operation. The member noted that this occurred 
despite assurances from government officials and courts that 
the dissolution of the religious organization as a legal entity 
would not interfere with the personal religious practices of its 

followers. 

In practice, however, the closure of al l Federation buildings meant 
that many believers suddenly found t hemselves without any place 

to gather for worship or communal relig ious activity. 

Legal Basis for the Dissolution 

The d issolution order was originally issued by a district court and 

later upheld on appeal. The courts based their decision primarily 
on civil lawsuits t hat had been filed over several decades by former 

members seeking damages. 

In those cases, civil courts had concluded that certain activities by 

the organization violated "social norms" or "socia l 

appropriateness". These judgments were then used as grounds to 

just ify d issolving t he religious corporation. 

Crit ics argue t hat this reasoning is problematic because the 

dissolution was not based on criminal convictions but on civil 
liability claims connected to past disputes. 

Concerns Raised by United Nations Experts 

Before the final 

decision was issued, 

four United Nations 
Specia l Rapporteurs 

[See editor's note 

below] expressed 
concern about t he 

possible d issolution 

of the religious 

o rganization. On 1st 

October 2025, they 

released a public 

statem ent warning 
that dissolving a 

relig ious organization 

based on the vague 
concept of "public 

welfare" would confl ict 

with international 
human rights law. 

In particular, they 

noted that Article 18(3) 
of t he ICCPR allows 

restrictions on 

relig ious freedom only 
in very limited 

c ircumstances and 

req u ires governm ents 

UN Special 
Rapporteur: Nina 
Romero. Photo: 

OHCHR / United 
Nat ions 

UN Special 
Rapporteur: 
Nicolas Levrat. 
Photo: OHCHR / 

United Nations 

to d em onstrate that such restrictions 

are necessary and p roportionate. 

When t he High Court eventually 
del ivered its lengthy ru ling, it 

addressed the concerns of the UN 

experts only briefly. 

The court argued that dissolving a 

relig ious corporat ion simply removes its 
legal status as an o rganizat ion and 

does not legally prevent individuals 

from continuing to pract ice their 
relig ion. 

UN Special 
Rapporteur: Farida 
Shaheed. Photo 

{2016): Wotancito I 
Wikimedia 

Commons. License: 

CC ASA 4 .0 Int. 

Cropped 

UN Special Rapporteur 
on Religious Freedom: 
Nazi/a Ghanea. Photo: 
Giovanna Ka I 
Wikimedia Comm ons. 

License: CC ASA 4 .0 Int 

However, critics argue that t he immediate closure of all church 



facilities suggests that the real -world consequences of the decision 

are much broader. Without access to buildings, resources, and 
organizational structures, believers may find it extremely 

difficult to practice their religion collectively. 

The court also argued that actions considered civil wrongs under 
Japanese law - and deemed harmful to the public welfare - cou ld 

be interpreted as fal ling w ithin t he categories of harm listed in 

Art icle 18(3), such as threats to public order or the rights of others. 

A Broader Human Rights Debate 

According to Patricia Duval's statement, what she calls the 

Japanese authorities' "tautological and highly fallacious reasoning" 

creates a circular argument: because the court determined that 
the organization harmed the pu bl ic welfare, the dissolution is 

therefore considered justified under internationa l human rights 

standards. 

From the perspective presented in the statement, t h is approach 

risks undermining the strict safeguards that international law 

p laces on restrictions of rel igious freedom. 

As a resu lt, the case has become a subject of growing debate 

among lega l experts and human rights advocates about t he 
balance between protecting the public interest and safeguarding 

fundamental freedoms. 

Patricia Duval ends her statement w ith clear words of warning, 

"This decision constitutes a blatant violation of 

international law and shows profound contempt for 
international institutions and the human rights 
commitments that Japan pretended to join after 
World War II." 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any Faith Safe? 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial 

See also Preparations Underway for Supreme Court Appeal 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

Featured image above: French international human rights lawyer 

Patricia Duval in Tokyo 5th February 2025. She is a member of the 

Paris Bar Association, specializing in international human rights 

law. Earned a degree in public law from Sorbonne University. Has 

defended the rights of religious and faith minorities both in 

France and internationally, including at the European Court of 

Human Rights (ECtHR), the Council of Europe (CE), the 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe {OSCE}, the 

European Union (EU}, and the United Nations. Author of 

numerous academic papers on religion and freedom of belief. 

Photo: Sekai Nippo 

{Editor's note: A Special Rapporteur (or Independent Expert) is 

an independent human rights expert appointed by the United 

Nations {UN} to provide reports or advice on human rights issues 

from e ither a thematic or country-specific p ersp ective. These 

experts are selected by the UN Human Rights Council and 

operate independently of any government, playing a crucial role 

in monitoring the a ctions of sovereign nations and democratically 

elected governments. 

Special Rapporteurs do not receive financial compensation from 

the United Nations for their work. However, they receive support 

from the Office of the United Nations Hig h Commissioner for 

Human Rights and are often funded by charities and 

corporations. Annually, they convene in Geneva to discuss 

common issues, coordinate their efforts, and engage with various 

stakeholders, including states and civil society organizations. 

These experts frequently conduct fac t-finding missions to 

investigate human rig hts violation allegations in different 

countries. In addition to these missions, they regularly review 

complaints from alleg ed vic tims of human rights abuses. If a 

complaint is verified, they send an urgent letter or appeal to the 

concerned government. Even without a specific complaint, 

Special Rapporteurs can intervene on behalf o f individuals or 

g roups at their discretion.] 
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