
 

 

FFWPU Europe and the Middle East: Statement of Principles of Political Neutrality 
 
Knut Holdhus 
May 13, 2026 
 

 
Statement by the Korean HQ of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification on political 

impartiality and compliance with South Korean election laws. Illustration: ChatGPT  

 

Korean Family Federation publishes statement on its 

principles of political impartiality and strict compliance with 

election laws 

 

A statement issued by the South Korean headquarters of the 

Family Federation to the media on 27th April 2026. Translated 

from the text on the Korean language website of the Family 

Federation. 

 

See also Is It Civic Education or Political Involvement? 

 

See also When Believers See a Mother, Not a Manager 

 

See also South Korea's Slide Toward Authoritarianism 

 

Guidelines on Political Neutrality and Election-Related Legal 

Compliance 

 

The Family Federation for World Peace and Unification upholds 

the fundamental mission of religion and maintains a clear distance 

from all political activities. Accordingly, it hereby declares the 

following principles of political neutrality. 

 

Principle of Political Neutrality 

 

As a purely religious organization, the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification has no 

affiliation with any specific political party or candidate and does not express support for or opposition to 

any election-related matter. 

 

Prohibition of Election Campaigning and Political Activities 

 

All forms of political activity that may violate the Public Official Election Act are prohibited, including 

encouraging party membership, supporting election campaigns, or inducing votes for specific candidates. 

 

Prohibition of Private Organizations and Politically Linked Activities 

 
Issuing statement on political 

neutrality: The Korean HQ of the 

Family Federation in Cheongpa-

dong, Seoul, here at the 

inauguration in May 2005 



 

 

 

The formation and operation of private organizations related to elections or political activities are 

prohibited. 

 

Prohibition of Election Intervention Through Official Position 

 

Clergy members and public officials must strictly comply with regulations prohibiting election 

campaigning through the use of one's position within a religious institution or organization. Any 

concurrent positions that could create political misunderstandings, such as accepting official roles within 

political parties, are prohibited. 

 

Prohibition of Political Use of Names and Assets 

 

The use of the religious organization's name, logo, facilities, or 

online and offline networks (including social media and 

communities) as promotional tools for specific political parties or 

politicians is strictly prohibited. 

 

Prohibition of Defamation 

 

Improper speech, conduct, or individual activities that distort the 

identity of the religious organization or damage its reputation 

during the election process are prohibited. 

 

Scope of Application and Responsibility 

 

These guidelines apply at all times, regardless of whether an 

election period is underway. Any legal liability arising from 

violations of these guidelines shall rest solely with the individual 

responsible. In the case of clergy members and public officials, disciplinary action will be taken strictly 

and without exception in accordance with internal regulations. 

 

27th April 27, 2026 

 

Korean Headquarters of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

 

 

See also Is It Civic Education or Political Involvement? 

 

See also When Believers See a Mother, Not a Manager 

 

See also South Korea's Slide Toward Authoritarianism 

 

Also related to principles of political neutrality: Religion 

Between Engagement and Withdrawal 

 

And also related to principles of political neutrality: State Failure 

and Non-State Peace Projects 

 

More, related to principles of political neutrality: Korea: Can 

Religion and Politics Be Disentangled? 

 

Also related to principles of political neutrality: A 10-Minute 

Visit to Mother Han in Detention 

 

Even more, related to principles of political neutrality: Denying 

Allegations: Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry 

 

Also related to principles of political neutrality: SKorean Court's 

Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

 

And also related to principles of political neutrality: Detention: 

Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry 

 

More, related to principles of political neutrality: Ugly: Arrest 

Warrant Sought for Hak Ja Han (82) 

 

And more, related to principles of political neutrality: Critics Warn of "Authoritarian Drift" in SKorea 

Staying out of politics: Family 

Federation for World Peace and 

Unification 

Being detained without evidence 

for more than seven months for 

allegedly meddling in South 

Korean politics: Mother Han, 

here being released on 27th 

March 2026 for urgent medical 

treatment after being held long-

term in a tiny cell 



 

 

 

Even more, related to principles of political neutrality: Court Decision to Prolong Detention Condemned 

 

Still more, related to principles of political neutrality: Co-Founder, 82, Questioned 9 Hours by 

Prosecutors 

 

Also related to principles of political neutrality: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation 

 

And even more, related to principles of political neutrality: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, 

Cold Cell 

 

And still more, related to principles of political neutrality: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must Serve 

Heaven" 

 

And yet more, related to principles of political neutrality: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on Religion 

 

And more, related to principles of political neutrality: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in Korea 

 

Even more, related to principles of political neutrality: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder 

"Lawfare" 

 

Still more, related to principles of political neutrality: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to Confront 

It 

 

Yet more, related to statement on political neutrality: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears Federation 

 

And also related to statement on political neutrality: Raids Blur Line Between Justice and Politics 

 

More, related to statement on political neutrality: Heavy-Handed Raid on Sacred Sites Condemned 

 

 

 
















