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Slammed for 'political retaliation', special prosecutors refuse to end the case after a 180-day probe yields 

no evidence 

 

 
Alleged police intelligence leak. Illustration: ChatGPT 

 

A new dispute has emerged over the final handling of one of the unresolved cases investigated by 

South Korea's second Comprehensive Special Prosecutor Team, this time involving allegations that 

senior police officials deliberately suppressed an investigation into alleged overseas gambling by 

leaders of Unificationism (통일교), also known as the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification. 

 

See also S Korea's Special Prosecutors: A Political Tool? 

See also: SKorean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

See also When Special Prosecutors Become Political Tools 

 

The controversy centres on Yoon Hee-keun (윤희근), a former Commissioner General of the National 

Police Agency, who was himself investigated by the special prosecutor. Following the team's decision to 



 

 

transfer the unresolved case to the police for further handling, Yoon has accused the special prosecutor of 

failing to find evidence sufficient for prosecution and of using the investigation for political purposes. 

 

What was the special prosecutor investigating? 

 

The case concerns allegations dating back to the period when Yoon served in the senior leadership of the 

National Police Agency. According to South Korean media reports, police received intelligence 

concerning alleged overseas gambling by senior Unificationism figures, including Hak Ja Han (한학자), 

the leader of the religious organization. The alleged gambling took place at casinos in Las Vegas between 

roughly 2008 and 2011/2012, although the media reports differ slightly on the precise period. As a large 

number of media outlets reported, the special prosecutors claim that the amount involved was around 60 

billion won, or approximately US$40-45 million at current exchange rates. 

 

The special prosecutor's investigation focused not simply on whether the gambling had occurred, but on 

whether senior police officials had deliberately suppressed the investigation after receiving the 

intelligence. There were also allegations that confidential investigative information had been leaked to 

Unificationism. 

 

According to BBS News, the news division of the Buddhist 

Broadcasting System (BBS), the special prosecutor suspected 

Yoon of both covering up the alleged gambling and leaking 

investigative secrets. BBS reports on 26th August that the team 

conducted two searches and interrogated suspects but ultimately 

failed to obtain evidence sufficient to establish criminal charges. 

 

 

 

iNews24 (아이뉴스24), a prominent online newspaper, similarly 

reports that Yoon was suspected of having received intelligence 

about the alleged gambling while serving as Deputy 

Commissioner General and Commissioner General in 2022 and 

then, allegedly following instructions from former President 

Yoon Suk-yeol (윤석열), having the investigation suppressed. 

The outlet adds that the special prosecutor also suspected him of 

passing the intelligence to Unificationism. These remain 

allegations investigated by the special prosecutor, not established 

findings against Yoon Hee-keun (윤희근). 

 

The special prosecutor does not indict Yoon 

 

The second Comprehensive Special Prosecutor Team concluded 

its 180-day investigative mandate on 24th August. According to 

iNews24, it indicted 58 people in connection with cases arising 

from its broader investigation, including former President Yoon 

Suk-yeol (윤석열), former First Lady Kim Keon-hee (김건희), former military officers and former 

prosecutors. 

 

But Yoon Hee-keun (윤희근) was not among those indicted. Instead, according to iNews24, 46 

unresolved cases involving 150 suspects were transferred to the National Office of Investigation (NOI) 

within the National Police Agency. 

 

The NOI is essentially the investigative arm of South Korea's 

national police. This creates an obvious point of contention for 

Yoon: the agency to which his case has now been transferred is 

part of the same police organization that he once headed. 

 

That is why, as reported by Yonhap News, Yoon sarcastically 

asked whether the conclusion of 180 days of special-prosecutor 

investigation was simply to send the case back to what he described as his "former home", the National 

Office of Investigation. 

 

Yoon: "If you cannot indict me, close the case" 

 

Yoon's central argument, reported consistently by many media outlets, is that the special prosecutor 

should either produce evidence and prosecute him or formally close the case, rather than transferring the 
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unresolved matter to the police. 

 

Yonhap News quotes him as describing the allegations against him as "utterly absurd" and insisting that 

there was no possibility that he and the police investigative leadership had collectively carried out such an 

operation. 

 

According to News1, Yoon went even further, describing the 

allegations as a "groundless fantasy" and accusing the special 

prosecutor of having found neither evidence nor prosecutable 

charges. He argued that if an investigation fails to establish 

criminal wrongdoing, the proper procedure is to explain the 

result and close the matter without indictment. 

 

He particularly objected to the manner in which the case was 

transferred. News1 quotes him as asking whether it was really 

characteristic of the Comprehensive Special Prosecutor Team to quietly slip away "without so much as an 

expression of regret or an apology". 

 

BBS News highlights a similar point. Yoon argued that after 180 days of investigation, including two 

extensions of the investigative period and a further extension made possible through a legal amendment, 

the special prosecutor had failed to obtain evidence, witness testimony or statements from related 

individuals sufficient to prosecute him. 

 

Political retaliation? 

 

The dispute has also acquired a distinctly political dimension. 

Yoon served as National Police Commissioner under the 

previous conservative administration. He therefore suggested that 

the investigation may have been motivated, at least partly, by the 

fact that he had held a senior position under the former 

government. 

 

Yonhap News reports him as demanding an explanation as to 

whether the investigation had effectively been conducted on an 

"investigate first, find out later" basis simply because he had 

been police chief under the previous administration. 

 

All four reports also note Yoon's accusation that the Lee Jae-

myung (이재명) administration and the Democratic Party have 

been using special prosecutors as a means of political retaliation. 

He questioned how long the government intended to use what he 

called the "political retaliation special prosecutor" as a political 

weapon. 

 

Yoon's political future 

 

News1 and BBS News give particular attention to another aspect 

of the press conference: Yoon's possible return to politics. 

 

Yoon has reportedly been mentioned as a possible candidate for 

the vacant People Power Party organization leadership in the 

Cheongju Seowon district and as a potential candidate in a future 

parliamentary election. 

 

Thus, the four reports portray the 26th August press conference as more than simply a former police 

chief's response to an investigative decision. Yonhap and iNews24 focus primarily on the unresolved 

legal case; News1 gives greater attention to Yoon's accusations that the special prosecutor failed to 

substantiate its allegations; and BBS News additionally highlights his possible political comeback. 

 

At the centre of the dispute, however, is a relatively straightforward question: after six months of 

investigation, if the special prosecutor could not establish a prosecutable case against Yoon Hee-keun, 

why was the unresolved case transferred to the very police organization that he once led? Yoon argues 

that the special prosecutor should have answered that question itself rather than leaving it to the National 

Office of Investigation. 

 

 

See also S Korea's Special Prosecutors: A Political Tool? 

News1, South Korea's largest 

private news agency and wire 

service 

 
Former South Korean President 

Yoon Suk-yeol, sentenced to life 

imprisonment after investigation 

by special prosecutors appointed 

by the political opposition. Now, 

those prosecutors carry out 

prolonged investigation against 

his police chief. Here Yoon Suk-

yeol in a meeting at the Pentagon, 

Washington, D.C., April 27, 2023  



 

 

See also: S Korean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

See also When Special Prosecutors Become Political Tools 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

Related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Mother Han: The Dangers of Guilt by Position 

Related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Mother Han: Beyond One Trial - the Wider Stakes 

Related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: At Issue: Religions Taking Reality Seriously 

 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Religion Between Engagement and 

Withdrawal 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: State Failure and Non-State Peace Projects 

More, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark 

Outcry 

 

And more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Official Statement on Recent Media 

Coverage 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Defense Challenges Core Claims of Indictment 

And also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Unificationism Emerging as a World 

Religion 

 

More, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Decline of Family Values Creates Social 

Crisis 

And more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War 

Survival 

And more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Movement Promoting Family as 

National Solution 

 

Yet more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: "Church Closure" Risks in South Korea's 

New Bill 

Still more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Mother Han Nominated for Nobel Peace 

Prize 2026 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Democratic Party's Assault on Family 

Federation 

 

And even more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in 

Damp, Cold Cell 

And still more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy 

Must Serve Heaven" 

And yet more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault 

on Religion 

 

And more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids 

in Korea 

Even more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-

Founder "Lawfare" 

Still more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to 

Confront It 

 

Yet more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears 

Federation 

Related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith 

More, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Shocked Author: "Japan Ignores Basics of 

Justice" 

 

Still more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Legal Inconsistencies A Blow to 

Democracy 

Even more, related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Japan: Court Accused of Using 

Speculation 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: MEXT's Legal Spin and "Dissolution at All 

Costs" 

 

Also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: UN Report: Japan's Lawfare Against Faith 

Minority 

And also related to no indictment as case ends, but no closure: Protesting No Transparency in Closed-

Door Trial 


















