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From the commemoration in Gapyeong, South Korea of the 14th anniversary of the ascension of Father
Moon

Sun Myung Moon remembered at ascension anniversary as
Family Federation seeks renewal amid mounting challenges
during current wave of state persecution

Many South Korean media outlets reported on 30th August on the
14th anniversary of the Seonghwa (ascension) of Sun Myung

Moon (241 H) - also known as Father Moon. Generally, the
reports portrayed the event not simply as a commemorative
religious event, but as an occasion for the Family Federation for
World Peace and Unification - in Korea often called

Unificationism (& & 1) - to reaffirm its identity, strengthen

internal unity, and explicitly address the religious organization's
Sun Myung Moon present difficulties.

The reports were published while the four-day commemoration was taking place at the HJ Cheonju
CheonBo Training Center in Gapyeong, Gyeonggi Province, from 28th August through 31st. Various
outlets emphasized the international character of the gathering, saying that members from South Korea,
the United States, Japan, Europe and elsewhere participated both in person and online.

The Seoul-based online media outlet TheReport (52| Z E), in

an article by Shin Dong-rip (1 & &!), presents the event
The South Korean online primarily as an effort to remember Father Moon's legacy of "true
newspaper TheReport love" and peace while renewing the faith community.

The article reports that Father Moon's children and grandsons Moon Shin-chul (4! and Moon Shin-

heung (=212 delivered Hyo Jeong Letters (letters of a heart of filial devotion), expressing their longing

for and gratitude toward Father Moon. They recalled what the article describes as his lifelong dedication
to the will of our "Heavenly Parent”, the salvation of humanity, and the causes of peace and unification.

TheReport places particular emphasis on their message in the context of the Family Federation's current
difficulties. Moon Shin-chul (24! &) reportedly said that, despite the hardships facing the movement, its
"roots of faith" would not be shaken and that its members would continue to follow what they regard as
the right path. Moon Shin-heung (= %! stressed the determination to pass on the tradition of love, faith
and the Blessing to future generations and continue pursuing peace and unification.



The outlet also describes the formal program: a commemorative ceremony on 29th August, visits to
Bonhyangwon - the sacred burial site and tomb - a memorial service, and special pilgrimage programs. At
the 30th August commemorative worship service, Song Yong-cheon (&8 %), president of the Korean

chapter of the Family Federation, emphasized Father Moon's vision of a peaceful world in which
humanity would live as one family beyond barriers of race, religion, ethnicity and nationality.

Father Moon's and Mother Han's grandsons Moon Shin-chul and Moon Shin-heung and daughters-in-law
Moon (born Choi) Yeon-ah and Moon (born Pak) Hoon-sook presenting flowers on August 30, 2026 at
the 14th anniversary of the ascension of Father Moon

Significantly, TheReport highlights Song's call for the Family Federation to rebuild public trust through
transparent communication and responsible management. The organization, it says, regards the
anniversary not merely as a memorial but as an opportunity for self-reflection and renewal,
acknowledging "moral responsibility" for matters that occurred during its past course and pledging to
become a more faithful religious community.

The article also reports a charitable initiative: 64 participating organizations and members donated 126
bags of rice weighing 10 kilograms each, or 1,260 kilograms in total, for distribution to socially
marginalized people in the local area.

Finally, TheReport provides considerable historical background on Father Moon, including his death in
2012 and the condolence message and "Fatherland Unification Award" reportedly sent by North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un (Z"32). It notes that North Korean authorities also sent condolence messages and
wreaths on later anniversaries. See Grand Celebration of 80th Birthday

The investigative journalism media outlet Choishin News

(E[A 2 - literally: The latest news), in a report by Moon

Dong-ju (& J), follows much the same factual outline but

places somewhat greater emphasis on spiritual solidarity among

members and the messages from Father Moon's children.
Investigative journalism media

outlet Choishin News

Its headline stresses the large overseas participation and the faith
community's determination to strengthen its spiritual bonds. The

report highlights the statement of Moon Shin-chul (4! %) that the movement's "roots of faith" remain

deep and his appeal that members should "look after True Mother", referring to Hak Ja Han (St} - .

See also Mother Han Sentenced to 2 Years in First Trial

Moon Shin-heung (=21 8) is quoted as pledging to continue working toward a world in which humanity
lives as one family beyond barriers of religion, race, nationality and ideology.

Choishin News also gives prominence to the call of Song Yong-cheon (58 %) to practice the values of



true love and peace emphasized by Sun Myung Moon and Hak Ja Han. Like TheReport, it quotes Song
calling for transparent communication and responsible administration in the religious organization so that
it can regain the trust of the public and society.

The outlet says the anniversary should not
remain merely a celebration of Father Moon's
life and achievements. Rather, it should serve
as an opportunity to consider how his ideals can
be translated into practical action today. It
reports the Family Federation's stated intention
to use the occasion for reflection and renewal,
while acknowledging its "moral responsibility"
and promising to fulfill its religious role more
responsibly toward society, the nation and the
world.

Choishin News concludes by saying the Family
Federation intends to use the anniversary as a
starting point for serving its neighbors and
society and putting the values of peace and
coexistence into practice.

Song Yong-cheon president of the Korean chapter
of the Family Federation, speaking on August 30,
2026 at the 14th anniversary of the ascension of
Father Moon

The regional daily Kyeongbuk Shinmun

(B=4&), in an article by Kim Chang-hyeon (4 &?), provides the most extensive account of the
anniversary and particularly detailed quotations from Moon Shin-chul and Moon Shin-heung.

Moon Shin-chul is quoted as saying that the members' faith
remains deeply rooted despite current trials and that their
convictions will continue forward despite efforts to shake them.
South Korean regional daily He also makes the unusually direct appeal that members should
Kyeongbuk Shinmun care for Mother Han (Hak Ja Han) and become a "tree" upon
which she can rely.

Moon Shin-heung similarly presents the present period as one of exceptional hardship, saying that True
Mother is carrying the burden of "cosmic suffering”" on behalf of her children. He pledges that members
will become more united around her and faithfully transmit the tradition of love, faith and the Blessing to
succeeding generations.

Kyeongbuk Shinmun also gives particular attention to Song Yong-cheon's appeal for "transparent
communication and sharing" and responsible management, describing these as necessary to build a
healthier faith society and restore public trust.

Like other reports, Kyeongbuk Shinmun emphasizes that the anniversary is intended to be more than
commemoration. The Family Federation reportedly wants it to become a moment of institutional self-
examination, renewal, normalization of the movement, and renewed commitment to social responsibility.

The paper also reports the 1,260-kilogram rice donation and provides the same historical account of
Father Moon's death, the large international mourning ceremony, North Korean condolences and the later
commemorative gestures from North Korea.

The Jeonguk Maeil Shinmun (¥ 0§ & AlF - Nationwide Daily

News) published a report by Han Yeong-min (2t & 2) about the

South Korean daily newspaper anniversary. Its principal emphasis is particularly clear from its

Jeonguk Maeil Shinmun headline: "Reflecting on the life and peace legacy of Sun Myung

(Nationwide Daily News) Moon [...] 'Taking the lead in realizing a society of
togetherness'

Rather than focusing primarily on the commemorative
ceremonies themselves, the article repeatedly stresses the Family
Federation's stated intention to translate Father Moon's ideals of

Segye Ilbo true love and peace into social responsibility. The report

highlights the organization's pledge to reflect on its past, renew

the religious community, operate more transparently, and regain public trust. The phrase "a society of
togetherness" gives the report a somewhat more outward-looking emphasis than the purely spiritual
language prominent in some of the other coverage.




The Jeonguk Maeil Shimbun presents the anniversary particularly as an opportunity for the Family
Federation to reconnect Father Moon's legacy with social service, peaceful coexistence and responsible
engagement with society.

The emphasis of another daily, Segye Ilbo (M| A € &), is turning remembrance of Sun Myung Moon into
practical expressions of true love, social service, and institutional renewal.

The Segye Ilbo coverage of the anniversary event is more outward-facing. It presents the rice donation as
the central tangible expression of the anniversary: remembrance is linked directly to helping

disadvantaged people in the community. The Segye Ilbo article by Jeong Seong-su (‘3 4 5=) portrays the

anniversary less as an internal religious commemoration and more as an attempt to demonstrate social
responsibility and renewed public engagement at a time when the Family Federation acknowledges that it
is facing difficulties.

Overall picture

From the commemoration in Gapyeong, South Korea of the 14th anniversary of the ascension of Father
Moon

The most significant feature of the extensive media coverage of the anniversary is perhaps the language of
"moral responsibility", "transparency"”, "responsible management", and "renewal". This represents a
notable acknowledgment by the Family Federation that simply defending its founder's legacy is not

sufficient; it also needs to address the organization's relationship with society and rebuild public trust.

Another noticeable feature of the South Korean media reports is that they remain largely event-oriented
and sympathetic to the Family Federation's own framing. Some of the media coverage reproduces the
movement's terminology - such as "True Father", "True Mother", "Heavenly Parent", "True Love", and
"Blessing" - without independently examining those theological claims. Nor does the various reports
substantially discuss the ongoing legal proceedings involving Mother Han, even though the anniversary
occurs immediately before her scheduled first-trial verdict on 31st August.

See also Mother Han Sentenced to 2 Years in First Trial

Thus, read in the context of the current controversy, the anniversary can be seen as serving two purposes
simultaneously: commemorating Father Moon and reinforcing the movement's theological identity, while
also presenting a public message that the Family Federation intends to emerge from its current crisis
through reflection, reform, unity and renewed social responsibility.

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor
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