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Dr. Hak Ja Han, aka. Mother Han, being wheeled into the courtroom by her grandson Moon Shin-chul at 

Seoul Central District Court August 31, 2026 

 

Family Federation challenges Mother Han verdict raising human 

rights concerns over treatment of octogenarian religious leader of 

frail health 

 

A statement 31st August 2026 by the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification in Europe and the Middle East 

 

The Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

expresses deep regret over today's ruling of the Seoul Central 

District Court concerning Dr. Hak Ja Han. 

 

Dr. Hak Ja Han, who was sentenced to a total of 2 years 

imprisonment for political collusion, is 83 years old. For more 

than six decades she has devoted her life to reconciliation, 

interfaith cooperation, humanitarian service and the pursuit of 

peace - most notably through sustained efforts toward peaceful 

reunification of the Korean Peninsula. She is widely known 

internationally as the Mother of Peace. See also Mother Han 

Sentenced to 2 Years in First Trial 

 

Throughout the proceedings Dr. Han has maintained her 

innocence. Her defense has consistently challenged the claim that 

she personally authorised, directed or knowingly participated in 

the unlawful actions alleged by the prosecution. Because 

important questions of evidence, individual responsibility and 

legal interpretation remain unresolved, her legal team will file an 

immediate appeal. 

 

We are also deeply concerned by the humanitarian consequences of her prolonged detention and 

subsequent suspension of detention for hospitalization. An elderly religious leader was held for many 

months under conditions that seriously affected her health, including repeated falls and the eventual need 

for shoulder surgery, before any final determination of guilt. Whatever one's view of the legal case, the 

treatment of a person of advanced age and frail health before judgment raises serious questions, under the 

Europe and the Middle East 

region of the Family Federation 

for World Peace and Unification 

 

Dr. Michael Balcomb, President 

of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification in 

Europe and the Middle East, here 

in the rain outside Seoul Central 

District Court after the verdict 

had been issued on August 31 

2026 



 

 

Constitution of the Republic of Korea, concerning the principle of proportionality, human dignity and the 

protection of fundamental rights. 

 

Today's ruling is not the end of the judicial process. We trust that 

the appellate court will carefully, fairly and independently 

examine the full evidentiary record, the question of Dr. Han's 

personal responsibility, and the legal issues raised by the defence. 

 

We ask our members and friends throughout the world to respond 

peacefully and with dignity, to remain steadfast in prayer, and to 

continue the work to which Dr. Han has dedicated her life: 

reconciliation, strong families, service to humanity and peace. 

 

 

Dr. Michael Balcomb, President of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification in Europe and the Middle East 

See also Mother Han Sentenced to 2 Years in First Trial 

Related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Mother Han: The 

Dangers of Guilt by Position 

 

Related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Mother Han: 

Beyond One Trial - the Wider Stakes 

Related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: At Issue: 

Religions Taking Reality Seriously 

Also related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Religion Between Engagement and Withdrawal 

 

Also related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: State Failure and Non-State Peace Projects 

More, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry 

And more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Official Statement on Recent Media Coverage 

 

Also related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Defense Challenges Core Claims of Indictment 

And also related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion 

More, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Decline of Family Values Creates Social Crisis 

 

And more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War 

Survival 

And more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Movement Promoting Family as National 

Solution 

Yet more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: "Church Closure" Risks in South Korea's New 

Bill 

 

Still more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Mother Han Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize 

2026 

Also related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation 

And even more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, 

Cold Cell 

 

And still more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must 

Serve Heaven" 

And yet more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on 

Religion 

And more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in 

Korea 

 

Even more, related to challenging the Mother Han verdict: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder 

"Lawfare" 

Still more, related to challenging the verdict: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to Confront It 

Yet more, related to challenging the verdict: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears Federation 

 

Related to challenging the verdict: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith 

More, related to challenging the verdict: Shocked Author: "Japan Ignores Basics of Justice" 

Still more, related to challenging the verdict: Legal Inconsistencies A Blow to Democracy 

 

Even more, related to challenging the verdict: Japan: Court Accused of Using Speculation 

Also related to challenging the verdict: MEXT's Legal Spin and "Dissolution at All Costs" 

Also related to challenging the verdict: UN Report: Japan's Lawfare Against Faith Minority 

 

And also related to challenging the verdict: Protesting No Transparency in Closed-Door Trial 

Mother of Peace: Here, the front 

cover page of Hak Ja Han's 

memoirs Mother of Peace (2020) 
















