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Dr. Hak Ja Han, aka. Mother Han, being wheeled into the courtroom by her grandson Moon Shin-chul at

Seoul Central District Court August 31. 2026
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Broadcasting Corporation

See also Responsibility Must Be Proven in Appeal Court

Frail Mother Han (83) in poor health has already been held for
more than six months in such a cell at Seoul Detention Center. Will
she survive two more years under similar conditions? Image: Chat

GPT

Two-year sentence, no immediate detention for Mother Han as
Seoul court grants another month-long suspension due to
Logo of MBC News, the news failing health for the frail 83-year-old

The large South Korean media outlet MBC News reported on 1st
(MBC), one of South Korea's September that the suspension of detention for Hak Ja Han

four major nationwide television (2t X} - also called Mother Han - has been prolonged by Seoul
and radio networks Central District Court until 30th September.

This happened the day after
she was sentenced to two years
in prison at the first trial in the
case concerning alleged
"collusion between religion
and politics". The decision
means that, despite receiving a
custodial sentence, the 83-year-
old religious leader will not be
taken into custody for the time
being. The latest extension
keeps her out of detention until
6 p.m. on 30th September
2026.

The development is important
because a prison sentence and
immediate imprisonment are
not necessarily the same thing
while a criminal case is still
subject to appeal. Mother Han's



legal team has indicated that the first-instance verdict will be challenged. Thus, the 31st August judgment
is not yet the final outcome of the criminal proceedings.

What does "suspension of detention" mean?
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The Korean legal term -5 & 2 M X| literally means a suspension of the execution of detention. It is

different from an acquittal, a pardon, or a cancellation of the underlying criminal case. Rather, it allows a
person who is formally subject to detention to remain temporarily outside prison or a detention facility
because of exceptional circumstances.

Such circumstances can include serious illness, medical treatment, childbirth or a close family member's
funeral. In Mother Han's case, the court has repeatedly granted extensions on health grounds. She was
originally detained about two weeks before being indicted in October 2025.

The court first approved short releases in November 2025 (3 days), February 2026 (10 days), and March
2026 (34 days). Since late April, instead of issuing new releases, the court has simply extended her
current release every month. This latest ruling is her fifth consecutive monthly extension.

This distinction is particularly important in understanding what
happened on 31st August. Mother Han was given a two-year
prison sentence, but her existing suspension of detention was still
in force. Consequently, the court did not immediately take her

Newspim, a prominent South into custody after announcing the sentence. Her previous

Korean economic and financial suspension was due to expire at 6 p.m. on 2nd September, but

news agency and multimedia according to Newspim, on 1st September the court accepted her

company based in Seoul lawyers' request for another extension, moving the deadline to
30th September.

What happens when the suspension expires?

The suspension is temporary, so 30th September is not a guarantee that Mother Han will remain free
indefinitely. When the current period expires, the court can either allow her to return to custody or, if the
relevant circumstances continue to justify it, grant another extension.

In other words, an extension prevents custody during the extended period; it does not erase the prison
sentence. Conversely, the expiration of a suspension does not necessarily mean that Mother Han must
immediately begin serving her final sentence, because the first-instance judgment can be appealed and the
appellate proceedings may still be underway.

This creates several possible scenarios over the coming months. If the court considers her medical
condition sufficiently serious, her suspension of detention could potentially be extended again. If the court
concludes that the grounds for suspension no longer justify keeping her outside custody, she could be
ordered back into detention. At the same time, the appellate court will be considering the substance of her
conviction and sentence.

The coming months are therefore likely to be crucial

The immediate situation is consequently one of continued legal
uncertainty rather than immediate imprisonment. Mother Han
remains outside custody at least until 30th September, while her
legal team prepares to challenge the first-instance judgment. The
court's repeated extensions since March demonstrate, as News|
pointed out 30th July, that her health has already played a
significant role in determining her detention status.

Newsl, South Korea's largest
private news agency and wire

service The first-instance court sentenced Mother Han to two years -

according to YTN on 31st August, one year for violating the
Political Funds Act and one year for violations involving the
Improper Solicitation and Graft Act and occupational
embezzlement. The prosecution had sought a considerably
heavier sentence of 13 years.

YIN South Korea's first 24-hour Thus, the 30th September date should best be understood as the
television news network, operating | npext point at which Mother Han's detention status will have to be
as a prominent cable and reconsidered, not as the date on which her two-year sentence
multimedia broadcaster automatically begins. If her appeal proceeds normally and
another suspension is granted, she could remain outside custody




for considerably longer. If the suspension is not renewed, however, she could face detention while the
legal process continues.

The MBC News report therefore highlights an important distinction that can easily be missed when
reporting the verdict: Hak Ja Han has been sentenced to prison, but she has not, at least for now, been sent
to prison.

See also Responsibility Must Be Proven in Appeal Court
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