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On 31st August, the BBC - the
world's oldest national
broadcaster and self-professed
standard of global journalistic
integrity - published a news report
on the sentencing of Hak Ja Han
by a Seoul court. Co-authored by
Seoul correspondent Jake Kwon
and Singapore-based journalist
Fan Wang, the article quickly
abandoned objective reporting in
favor of biased, derogatory
framing.

Responsible media outlets have
long recognized this; the Reuters
handbook for journalists explicitly
states: ""Moonie'is a pejorative
term for members of the
Unification Church. We should not
use it in copy and avoid it when
possible in direct quotations."

(p321)

The New York Times

How the BBC's coverage of the Family Federation exposes
the toxic weaponization of pejorative terms and biased
narratives in mainstream coverage of minority religions

The slurs begin in the headline itself, which prominently features
the derogatory term "Moonies". The text goes on to repeat the
word twice more, pairing it with the weaponized descriptor "cult-
like". Labels like "Moonies" are deeply offensive to members of
the Family Federation, carrying a derogatory weight comparable
to racial slurs used against people of color. This terminology is
frequently used by left-wing and anti-religious activists to
denigrate and ridicule the Family Federation and its followers.

Also the New York Times states in its "Manual of Style and
Usage" of 2015, "Do not use the disparaging Moonie(s)." (p466)

Why did the BBC ignore this standard? Because it is remarkably
easy to apply a "cult" label to a minority faith that lacks the
numerical defense of mainstream religions. As Massimo
Introvigne, a leading sociologist of religion and expert on new
religious movements, observed:

"But what is a 'cult'? A large majority of scholars of religion
agree that there are no cults. 'Cult' is just a label used to
discriminate against groups that powerful lobbies, for whatever
reasons, do not like." (The Abe Assassination. The Word "Cult"
Is A Tool for Discrimination, Bitter Winter 2nd Sept. 2022)

The BBC's reliance on biased framing deepens when it
highlights allegations made by unnamed "lawyers" against the
Family Federation. In the interest of fairness, the broadcaster
should have identified these individuals. They belong to the
National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales - an
organization established by far-left activists from Japan's
Communist and Socialist parties. The explicit, ongoing goal of
this network has always been to destroy the Family Federation

due to the faith's vocal opposition to totalitarian, materialistic communist ideology. By presenting a
politically motivated lobby group as neutral legal experts, the BBC fundamentally misled its audience.

This pattern of suspicion-by-association continues when the article claims the Family Federation "boasted
extensive links to politicians in Seoul, Tokyo, and even in Washington." By embedding this statement in a




narrative of alleged wrongdoing, the BBC casts standard political engagement in a sinister light. In
reality, these "links" primarily consisted of international statesmen or parliamentarians sending or
delivering in person routine congratulatory messages to large-scale global peace summits, particularly

those focusing on the Korean peninsula.
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Not so close ties with the Family
Federation: Shinzo Abe here in
March 2022, few months before he
was assassinated. He introduced
policies that significantly
disadvantaged the Federation

Politicians have never granted the Family Federation special
favors or undue benefits. In fact, far from rewarding the
organization, the government led by Shinzo Abe introduced
policies that significantly disadvantaged the movement.

Finally, the BBC attempts to isolate the faith globally by
asserting that "The group is banned in parts of the world,
including Singapore." What the broadcaster conveniently omits
is the authoritarian nature of Singapore's governance. To
maintain strict "social stability", Singapore enforces a highly
restrictive regulatory blanket over all social, political, and
religious associations - the Jehovah's Witnesses face the same
ban. While the BBC only names Singapore, its use of the plural
phrase "parts of the world" is technically accurate for a
disturbing reason: the Family Federation is also banned in
communist China, alongside numerous other religious groups.

By echoing the vocabulary of anti-religious activists and filtering
facts through a highly selective lens, the BBC did not just report
the news - it participated in a campaign of religious
discrimination.
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