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How the BBC's coverage of the Family Federation exposes 

the toxic weaponization of pejorative terms and biased 

narratives in mainstream coverage of minority religions 

 

The slurs begin in the headline itself, which prominently features 

the derogatory term "Moonies". The text goes on to repeat the 

word twice more, pairing it with the weaponized descriptor "cult-

like". Labels like "Moonies" are deeply offensive to members of 

the Family Federation, carrying a derogatory weight comparable 

to racial slurs used against people of color. This terminology is 

frequently used by left-wing and anti-religious activists to 

denigrate and ridicule the Family Federation and its followers. 

 

Also the New York Times states in its "Manual of Style and 

Usage" of 2015, "Do not use the disparaging Moonie(s)." (p466) 

 

Why did the BBC ignore this standard? Because it is remarkably 

easy to apply a "cult" label to a minority faith that lacks the 

numerical defense of mainstream religions. As Massimo 

Introvigne, a leading sociologist of religion and expert on new 

religious movements, observed: 

 

"But what is a 'cult'? A large majority of scholars of religion 

agree that there are no cults. 'Cult' is just a label used to 

discriminate against groups that powerful lobbies, for whatever 

reasons, do not like." (The Abe Assassination. The Word "Cult" 

Is A Tool for Discrimination, Bitter Winter 2nd Sept. 2022) 

 

The BBC's reliance on biased framing deepens when it 

highlights allegations made by unnamed "lawyers" against the 

Family Federation. In the interest of fairness, the broadcaster 

should have identified these individuals. They belong to the 

National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales - an 

organization established by far-left activists from Japan's 

Communist and Socialist parties. The explicit, ongoing goal of 

this network has always been to destroy the Family Federation 

due to the faith's vocal opposition to totalitarian, materialistic communist ideology. By presenting a 

politically motivated lobby group as neutral legal experts, the BBC fundamentally misled its audience. 

 

This pattern of suspicion-by-association continues when the article claims the Family Federation "boasted 

extensive links to politicians in Seoul, Tokyo, and even in Washington." By embedding this statement in a 

 
On 31st August, the BBC - the 

world's oldest national 

broadcaster and self-professed 

standard of global journalistic 

integrity - published a news report 

on the sentencing of Hak Ja Han 

by a Seoul court. Co-authored by 

Seoul correspondent Jake Kwon 

and Singapore-based journalist 

Fan Wang, the article quickly 

abandoned objective reporting in 

favor of biased, derogatory 

framing. 

 

Responsible media outlets have 

long recognized this; the Reuters 

handbook for journalists explicitly 

states: "'Moonie' is a pejorative 

term for members of the 

Unification Church. We should not 

use it in copy and avoid it when 

possible in direct quotations." 

(p321) 
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narrative of alleged wrongdoing, the BBC casts standard political engagement in a sinister light. In 

reality, these "links" primarily consisted of international statesmen or parliamentarians sending or 

delivering in person routine congratulatory messages to large-scale global peace summits, particularly 

those focusing on the Korean peninsula. 

 

Politicians have never granted the Family Federation special 

favors or undue benefits. In fact, far from rewarding the 

organization, the government led by Shinzo Abe introduced 

policies that significantly disadvantaged the movement. 

 

Finally, the BBC attempts to isolate the faith globally by 

asserting that "The group is banned in parts of the world, 

including Singapore." What the broadcaster conveniently omits 

is the authoritarian nature of Singapore's governance. To 

maintain strict "social stability", Singapore enforces a highly 

restrictive regulatory blanket over all social, political, and 

religious associations - the Jehovah's Witnesses face the same 

ban. While the BBC only names Singapore, its use of the plural 

phrase "parts of the world" is technically accurate for a 

disturbing reason: the Family Federation is also banned in 

communist China, alongside numerous other religious groups. 

 

By echoing the vocabulary of anti-religious activists and filtering 

facts through a highly selective lens, the BBC did not just report 

the news - it participated in a campaign of religious 

discrimination. 

 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

Related to the weaponization of language: Bizarre Atlantic 

Report Condoning Terror 

 

More, related to the weaponization of language: Deliberate Lies 

Caused Abe Assassination 

 

Even more, related to the weaponization of language: Le Monde 

Diplomatique Excusing Terror 

 

And yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Canada: 

Dangerous Advocacy Journalism 

 

Still more, related to the weaponization of language: Japan 

Times: Warning Of Terror 

 

Also related to the weaponization of language: Did Constant 

Hate-Mongering Cause Terror? 

 

And also related to the weaponization of language: The 3 

Enemies of Religious Liberty 

 

More, related to the weaponization of language: Incendiary Hate 

Speech From Washington Post 

 

Even more, related to the weaponization of language: Media, 

Politics, Courts Colluding for Dissolution? 

 

Yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Japan: Media Defiling Sacred Events and Places 

 

Still more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Stereotypes and Misinformation Challenged 

 

And even more, related to the weaponization of language: Huge Bias: Judges Clearly Swayed by Media 

 

And yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Study: Lie Told 100 Times Becomes 

Truth 

 

Still more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Criticized for Stereotyping Minorities 

 

Dr. Massimo Introvigne, Italian 

sociologist of religion, founder of 

CESNUR, specializing in new 

religious movements and religious 

liberty. A prolific author, he has 

advised governments and 

international bodies, and served 

as OSCE Representative on 

combating racism, xenophobia, 

and intolerance against Christians 

worldwide and comments on 

contemporary religious 

controversies. Here speaking at 

the UN Office at Geneva on 16th 

June 2025  

 

Not so close ties with the Family 

Federation: Shinzo Abe here in 

March 2022, few months before he 

was assassinated. He introduced 

policies that significantly 

disadvantaged the Federation 



 

 

And still more, related to the weaponization of language: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious 

Minority 

 

And even more, related to the weaponization of language: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

Yet more, related to the weaponization of language: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to the weaponization of language: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

 

And yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

 

And more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Helping Terrorist Reach His Goal 

 

Related to the weaponization of language: Kishida Administration Giving in to Terrorism 

 

And more, related to the weaponization of language: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing Japan 

 

And even more, related to the weaponization of language: Aiding Terrorist, Media Bashes Minority 

Religion 

 

And yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Making Terrorist Yamagami into Hero 

 

And still more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Generating Sympathy for Terrorists 

 

Even more, related to the weaponization of language: Media and Government Allowed Terror to Succeed 

 

Still more, related to the weaponization of language: Key Questions Ignored by Media Chasing Ratings 

 

Yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Media Causes Family Rifts and Domestic Violence 

 

And yet more, related to the weaponization of language: Mother: "Daughter's Suicide Because of Media 

Bias" 

 

And still more, related to the weaponization of language: Media and Activists Creating False Narrative 

 

And even more, related to media as weapon in narrative wars: Highly Distorted Media Reporting 

 

Also related to media as weapon in narrative wars: Journalists Point out Vicious Media Bias 

 

And also related to media as weapon in narrative wars: Scary Bigoted Attitude in Big Media 

 

Also related to media as weapon in narrative wars: Media Hostility to Religion 

 

 

 
















