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Yet, religion correspondent Jeong Seong-su (정성수) argues in 

his article 24th July in the South Korean daily Segye Ilbo that an 

equally important fact is often overlooked: while she left the 

university, she did not leave education. 

 

Instead, Choi Won-bok (최원복 - 1916 - 2006) devoted her 

educational abilities to new settings. 

 

Within the Family Federation she became deeply involved in 

member education, teaching the movement's theology, known as 

the Unification Principles. 

 

Because she spoke fluent English and Japanese, she also worked 

extensively in international education and missionary activities, 

helping translate the Unification Principles into English and 

contributing to communication between the movement's 

members around the world. 

 

According to Jeong, these efforts helped lay part of the educational foundation for the movement's 

expanding international activities. 

 

Her most visible contribution, however, came after she became principal of Sunhwa Arts Middle and 

High School, where she served for more than nine years between 1977 and 1987. 

 

Jeong considers this stage of her life especially significant. Rather than remaining in the more prestigious 

 
Segye Ilbo 

 

Segye Ilbo Religious affairs 

reporter Jeong Seong-su 



 

 

world of university education, she chose to devote herself to the education of adolescents. In his view, this 

demonstrates that she regarded education not merely as a profession but as a lifelong mission. 
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Many students who later achieved international recognition studied at Sunhwa during her leadership. 

While educational success can rarely be measured immediately, Jeong argues that the later 

accomplishments of these students testify to the lasting influence of the school's educational environment 

during those years. 

 
Equally important, he writes, was the philosophy that guided Choi's work. 

 

She believed schools should be places where character is formed as much as knowledge is acquired. 

Academic excellence was important, but it was not enough. Education, she argued, should produce people 

capable of maintaining integrity during hardship while also showing generosity toward others. 

 

She often encouraged students to preserve their humanity in an increasingly technological world. 

Scientific and technological progress, she believed, should never come at the expense of imagination, 

poetry, or compassion. A truly educated person should combine professional competence with emotional 

depth and moral responsibility. 

 

Her understanding of art reflected the same philosophy. Art, she said, finds its highest purpose not simply 

through technical brilliance or public performance but through its ability to comfort people who are 

suffering and bring warmth into difficult lives. 

 

Reading also occupied an important place in her educational vision. She described books as allowing a 

person, even in the humblest surroundings, to learn from hundreds of great teachers. Lifelong reading, she 

believed, was essential for continual personal growth. 

 

One of the concepts Jeong highlights is Choi's distinction between the "small self" and the "greater self". 

Human beings, she taught, should not live only for personal success or private interests. By recognizing 

both their relationship with God and their responsibility toward humanity, individuals discover a larger 

purpose that transcends self-interest. Education should therefore cultivate not only capable professionals 



 

 

but also responsible citizens who contribute to society as a whole. 

 

Jeong concludes that institutions are ultimately judged by the people they produce. Buildings may 

disappear and organizations may experience periods of crisis, but the lives of individuals endure as lasting 

evidence of the values they embraced. 
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He notes that the Family Federation is currently passing through one of the most difficult periods in its 

history. In such circumstances, he argues, it is worth looking beyond contemporary controversies to 

examine the lives of individuals who dedicated themselves to education, public service, and the 

development of others. 

 

In his view, Choi Won-bok represents one such individual. Although she sacrificed an established 

university career because of her religious convictions, she never abandoned her commitment to educating 

young people. Instead, she spent the remainder of her life helping others grow intellectually, morally, and 

spiritually. 

 

For Jeong, that lifelong commitment makes Choi Won-bok more than an important educator. It makes her 

part of what he considers one of the enduring educational legacies that the Family Federation has left to 

Korean society. Whether readers ultimately agree with that assessment or not, he suggests that the life of 

Choi Won-bok deserves to be considered as part of any balanced evaluation of the movement's historical 

impact. 
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