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Japan's Supreme Court Finalizes Dissolution of the Family Federation

Sekai Nippo Serious Questions About Neutrality and Due Process

by Massimo Introvigne, Sociologist of Religion

Serious questions regarding judicial neutrality, due process,
and the future of religious freedom in Japan.

On 23rd June, Japan's Supreme Court finalized the Tokyo High
Court's 2026 decision upholding the dissolution order against the
Unification Church (the Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification, formerly known as the Unification Church). The
decision was issued with unusual speed, and its reasoning leaves
many important questions unanswered.

The ruling concludes a series of judicial proceedings that began
after the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (%
% —). Throughout the process, however, the case unfolded
amid political pressure, a hostile media environment, and a new
interpretation of the Religious Corporations Act that opened the
door to a legal outcome previously regarded as impossible.

2018 English version of Religious

Corporations Act of Japan Bitter Winter previously analyzed the Tokyo High Court's

The lawsuit has come to an end decision in detail. That ruling relied primarily on civil lawsuits
through a swift and remarkably dating back several decades and adopted an expansive

concise ruling. Yet the judgment interpretation of Article 81 of the Religious Corporations Act. It

leaves treated acts of civil wrongdoing (tortious acts) committed by




individual believers as grounds for dissolving the religious corporation itself. Moreover, the conduct at
issue consisted neither of criminal offenses nor of recent acts.

The Tokyo High Court further embraced the proposition that a
religious organization may be dissolved if aspects of its internal
culture or doctrinal characteristics are deemed likely to create a
risk of future harm. This standard is extraordinarily vague and
expansive and, if applied broadly, could potentially be used
against virtually any religion.

The Supreme Court has now fully endorsed that reasoning. Its
Bitter Winter, the world's leading decision is notably brief. While dismissing the appeal, it offers
online magazine on religious almost no additional analysis beyond affirming the High Court's
liberty and human rights. conclusions.

The core of the decision merely repeats the lower court's findings, accepting its factual determinations
without substantial independent examination and adopting its legal framework without responding to
concerns raised by scholars, human rights experts, and international observers.

The Supreme Court states that a dissolution order affects only the legal status of the religious corporation
and does not restrict believers' freedom to practice their faith itself. Therefore, it concludes, the order does
not violate the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion.

The Court also acknowledges that liquidation
proceedings will result in the disposal of
property that has been used for places of
worship and religious activities. Nevertheless,
it characterizes these consequences not as
restrictions on religious life but merely as
"indirect" effects.

This reasoning simply mirrors that of the
Tokyo High Court without confronting the
more fundamental issue: in Japan, the loss of
corporate legal status has an enormous
practical impact on believers' religious lives.
Losing legal personality directly affects the
ability to own property, manage finances,
employ staff, and maintain stable, ongoing
religious activities.

The Supreme Court characterizes these
consequences as merely "indirect", but that
characterization fails to reflect the reality of
how religious communities actually function.

To be continued. Part 2 coming soon.
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