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The General Sherman Incident of 1866

How an obscure pirate ship became the beginning of Korean-
American relations, modern Korean history, and the rise of the clan
of Kim Il Sung.

Tuesday, February 21,2 -3 PM EST (New York Time)

Dear,

History is both “what happened” and what people remember, think, or believe happened.
The General Sherman incident of 1866 provides a revealing illustration of this two-fold

understanding of history. The foreign ship, owned by an American but chartered by British
merchants and largely staffed by Asian sailors, illegally sailed up the Taedong River to the
outskirts of P’ydngyang in the summer of 1866. Clashes with local Koreans led to the fiery

demise of the General Sherman and the death of all of its crew.

Largely forgotten in the United States, this incident has been remembered and re-imagined in the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) as not only the beginning of “150 years of



enmity” between Koreans and Americans but also the beginning of modern Korean history.
Moreover, as the story was told and retold in North Korea, it became a lynchpin in the unfolding
narrative of the Kim clan’s bold and innovative resistance to American imperialism both economic

and military.

Please register now to join us for this webinar, or you can watch it on Facebook Live
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We affirm our belief that business leaders have the opportunity and
responsibility to work in collaboration with other sectors of society to make
the world a better place, addressing its most significant challenges, and
promoting world peace, long-term mutual prosperity and truly sustainable
development.
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We look forward to your participation and engagement in this event.
Thank you,

Roger Wetherall
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