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"Marriage is a long conversation," Friedrich Nietzsche said. 
 
But how long, exactly? Can the conversation be eternal? Can lovers conjugate the verbs of their conjugal 
feelings beyond the veil? 
 
Nietzsche didn't say, but Elisabeth Seidel provides insights. Her new book, Letters Beyond the Veil, is not 
just another volume about life after death or communicating with the dead. It's about the languages of 
conjugal love on earth and in heaven. 
 

"Love is strong as death" said King Solomon in Song of Songs 8:6. In her 
Unificationist song of songs, Seidel suggests that love can be stronger than 
death. We learn how Dietrich and Elisabeth declared their nascent love when 
they were young, how they conversed while on earth, not always with romantic 
words, and how the quintessence of eternal love is expressed after Dietrich's 
ascension in 2016. He is absent in the chores of daily life but remains a spiritual 
presence with whom the conversation continues on another level. 
 
Before passing, Dietrich told Elisabeth that death is natural, as natural as life is. 
Those who were truly one in heart on earth continue to communicate with their 
beloved. Here, "truly one" means naturally one. Special powers, spiritual gifts, 

or techniques may help establish communication. However, a genuine and blissful communion can only 
come through natural feelings that connect hearts. The love after is only a prolongation of the love 
existing before. 
 
Any person with a genuine heart may keep talking to the beloved, provided the couple has a record of 
saying love on earth and not just making love. Nietzsche said, "When marrying, you should ask yourself 
this question: do you believe you will enjoy talking with this woman into your old age? Everything else in 
a marriage is transitory, but most of the time that you're together will be devoted to conversation." 
 
Why could Dietrich and Elisabeth keep a lasting love in their marriage, with the promise of living 
eternally together? The book provides some insights, especially this letter of Elisabeth to Dietrich: 
 
I miss the places where we were together: my Alpine mountains, your Austrian Alps. When we saw 

 
Laurent Ladouce 



 

 

mountains, we felt at home. We saw God in our mountains (…). We were sharing our dreams together 
with our Heavenly Parent. We wanted to be victorious for the sake of our Heavenly Parent. 
 
Here, the couple is depicted in relationship to the Creator and His creation, which is like the shrine of 
love. Dietrich was a typical Austrian, whereas Elisabeth was born in France, near Mont-Blanc. Nature is 
omnipresent in their love story. Anyone familiar with European culture remembers how the Alps have 
constantly inspired modern lovers since the romantic age. 
 
The Swiss writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau invented the romantic description of the landscape. His love 
stories have nurtured generations of romantic people. Dietrich and Elisabeth are romantic Unificationists, 
not unlike Reverend Moon, who said, "The ideal married couple referred to in the Unification Church is a 
couple who can truly manifest the highest forms of art and literature." 
 
Nature and the natural feelings of love create bonding and human affection, but without the spiritual 
commitment to God, the natural and human affection may not mature and can even fade away. Elisabeth 
speaks honestly about the many incidents that affected their married life. She confesses that their couple 
could have been mediocre without God and spiritual discipline. The secret of Dietrich and Elisabeth lies 
in the proper balance between romantic love and committed, ethical love. Before Dietrich passed away, 
she kept promising to continue and said to him: 
 

"Do not worry. I will take care of everything. How do you pay the 
bills and repair the house? How do you write emails and figure out 
how to use the computer? How do you keep in touch and spread love 
around? How do you figure things out without you around? Things left 
unfinished (…) All the wrongs I will make right. All the pains I will 
heal. All the miseries, I will make them joys. Because you left me with 
a reservoir of true love." 
 
On his side, Dietrich keeps showing signs of affection and tenderness, 
but from the afterlife, he keeps telling her, "My main mission is to 
love you." 
 
The book is written in an unusual format. It looks like a collage 
combining various literary genres. The book is partly a well-
documented spiritual essay on life after death, with quotes from 

scholars. The book is also the memoir of Elisabeth but without any chronology. We jump from the 
present time to the remote past and from there to the future and future perfect. Rather than following a 
logical and rational order, the author follows the stream of consciousness, a typically American story-
telling technique. The last part of the book belongs to a special genre called the epistolary novel. It was 
popular in the classical and pre-romantic French tradition. In the last 40 pages, the author presents the 
letters she wrote to Dietrich in the Spirit World and the letters she received from him. It is probably the 
most moving and thrilling part of the book. 

 
The book covers many additional topics, such as the 
supporting role of a spiritual community and the life of 
Dietrich and Elisabeth's children. Another topic is the role 
of angels. They seem to play an important role in the life of 
Dietrich and Elisabeth. We are reminded of the lyrics of 
Abba's famous song "I Have a Dream": 
 
I believe in angels 

Something good in everything I see 

I believe in angels 

When I know the time is right for me 

I'll cross the stream, I Have a Dream. 

 
Elisabeth's book will serve the Unificationist community, 
which already possesses a rich experience of preparing its 

followers for a noble death and rebirth in the Spirit World. Indeed, Elisabeth almost doesn't mention the 
Seonghwa ceremony or ceremony of ascension. Sometimes, it is useful not to speak too much about 
rituals. As precious as they are, they are not an absolute guarantee of a smooth transition. 
 
We still lack accounts or testimonies of Unificationists' experiences of contact with the departed ones 
when the ceremonies are over. As a result, many members of the Holy Community of Heavenly Parent 
often turn to non-Unificationist literature and traditions to strengthen their belief that the beloved is 
certainly doing well. 
 
Elisabeth Seidel's work will be extremely helpful for bereaved Unificationists. Despite their faith and 



 

 

resilience, they often go through a tough and gloomy period once the celebrations and rituals are over. 
Elisabeth offers a realistic account of the solitude and vacuum experienced by widows. She expresses her 
feelings of loss, vulnerability, lack, and distress. Yes, death is a hardship, and she does not repress her 
emotions. 

 
She also educates the reader about coping with this 
because, as Dietrich said, "death is natural," and 
death itself is not a tragedy. The book is full of life 
and reasonable hope, coming from a person who 
feels gratitude, confesses her weak points, and 
never complains about her fate. 
 
On a more fundamental level, she pioneers a path 
that, hopefully, will be followed by many other 
Unificationists. Her Unificationist convictions are 
expressed naturally, with deep respect for other 
traditions. Her book gives precious insights on how 
to experience an absolute, eternal, unchanging, and 
unique love. 
 
Most Unificationists hold these to be self-evident 
truths. Yet, no self-evident truth can be taken for 
granted. 
 
Elisabeth clearly shows that the Blessing gives us 
insight and a foretaste of the absoluteness of love. 
For sure, she and Dietrich experienced complete 
communion from the start. But this was a sort of 
conditioned grace, a promise of an absolute and 
eternal bond between "you and me." It takes a 
whole life of living together and aging together for 
the two actors to own absolute love and incarnate it 
until death and beyond. 

 
Victor Hugo had this deep insight on love: "Love is the absolute, the infinite. Yet, life is relative and 
limited. From there all the secrets and deep anguish of man." 
 
Elisabeth reminds us about our condition: as humans, we are both completely mortal, finite, immortal, 
and infinite. Humans can only love on earth as mortals cherishing other mortals, whose life comes and 
goes and is so ephemeral and fragile. Though religion nurtures our belief in eternal life, only the 
experience of love, of loving well and living well on earth, may give us hope that the love experienced is 
indeed absolute, eternal, unique, and unchanging. Unificationists who want to herald these truths will 
enjoy reading this precious testimony of a sister who made sense of her union. 
 
 
Letters Beyond the Veil, by Elisabeth M. Seidel and Dietrich F. Seidel, and edited by Jennifer P. Tanabe, 
is available to purchase in print and as an eBook for Kindle. 
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