UPF UK: A Season of Reflection, Service, and Shared Responsibility
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Week 9 of the Universal Peace Federation's (UPF) 100 Days of Harmony and Hope campaign (19 - 25
December) invites reflection on human solidarity, ethical responsibility, and shared humanity during the
holiday season. This week coincides with United Nations International Human Solidarity Day (20
December) and the celebration of Christmas (25 December) - a period that resonates deeply across
cultures, faiths, and communities.

The week also highlights two major UN frameworks shaping global cooperation today:
the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021 - 2030), and
the Decade of Action to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).

Together, these frameworks call for renewed commitment from governments, civil society, faith
communities, and international organisations to accelerate progress towards dignity, inclusion, and
sustainable peace by 2030.

UPF's Peacebuilding Vision: Ethics in Action

UPF aligns its peacebuilding and development work with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
connecting ethical principles with practical cooperation. Founded by Dr Hak Ja Han and Dr Sun Myung
Moon, UPF advances a vision of peace rooted in universal values, strong families, and responsible
citizenship.

The founders consistently emphasised that lasting peace begins with human relationships - within
families, communities, and societies. As they often noted, peace does not emerge from institutions alone,
but from individuals who live for the benefit of others. This guiding principle of human interdependence,
mutual prosperity and universal values, continues to shape UPF's approach to service, dialogue, and
partnership across nations and cultures.

Christmas, Interfaith VValues, and the Culture of Peace

Christmas marks the culmination of Week 9 and is observed by Christians worldwide while also serving
as a widely shared cultural moment emphasising generosity, reconciliation, and care for others. UPF
approaches this season from an inclusive, interfaith perspective, consistent with United Nations efforts to
promote interreligious dialogue within the Culture of Peace framework and the UN Plan of Action to
Prevent Violent Extremism.

Across many countries, UPF chapters use this period to organise community outreach, humanitarian
assistance, and interfaith gatherings, demonstrating how shared moral values can strengthen social
cohesion and mutual understanding.

Historical Milestones in Late December

Late December holds special historical significance in the work of UPF's founders:

In 1974, the Day of Hope 8-City Speaking Tour began with the landmark address "The New Future of



Christianity" at Madison Square Garden, New York, setting a tone of hope, ethical renewal, and social
responsibility. The tour concluded on 23 December 1974, just before Christmas.

In 1992, Dr Hak Ja Han concluded her world speaking tour on 23 December, marking the international
launch of the Women's Federation for World Peace, with engagements across Europe, Asia, and Oceania.

In 2005, the founders completed the 120-Nation Global Speaking Tour (16 October - 23 December)
launching the Universal Peace Federation, uniting political, academic, religious, and civil society leaders
around a shared commitment to peace, ethical leadership, and international cooperation.

Civil Society, NGOs, and Grassroots Solidarity

During this week, UPF recognises the vital contribution of non-governmental organisations that
strengthen solidarity at the community level. These include humanitarian organisations such as Caritas
Internationalis, Islamic Relief Worldwide, and World Vision, which provide direct support to vulnerable
families during the holiday season.

UPF also acknowledges the work of interfaith and peace-oriented networks - including Religions for
Peace, the United Religions Initiative, and national interfaith councils - that promote dialogue and
cooperation across religious and cultural boundaries. Volunteer-based movements such as Habitat for
Humanity further demonstrate how local action contributes to the goals of the 2030 Agenda, translating
shared values into practical service.

From Reflection to Renewal

As Week 9 draws to a close, it marks a transition toward the New Year, aligning with new annual cycles
for international institutions and multilateral processes. This makes the theme of solidarity especially
timely as global priorities are reassessed and renewed.

The Universal Peace Federation UK encourages its Ambassadors for Peace, partners, and supporters to
use this season to strengthen cooperation, support inclusive initiatives, and contribute to shared goals for
peace and sustainable development. Through service, dialogue, and ethical leadership, the vision of One
Family under God can be expressed in civic, social, and global life.

Selected articles:

Dr Hak Ja Han - Mother of Peace, A Life Dedicated to Unity, Family, and Global Peacebuilding

UPF Celebrates 20 Years of Global Peacebuilding

Universal Peace Federation Declares Spiritual Unity and Religious Freedom 2025 Interfaith
Leadership Conference, Republic of Korea

Fostering Dialogue and Reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula

The United Nations at 80: A Partner for Peace and Sustainable Development

Interreligious Association for Peace and Development (IAPD)

Call to Action

Become an Ambassador for Peace - Join a global network of leaders, changemakers, and community
builders committed to advancing peace, dialogue, and moral leadership.

Get Involved in UPF - UK's Charitable Work - Support our programmes in interfaith cooperation, youth
leadership, gender equality, and community service. Your participation helps build bridges across cultures
and strengthens social cohesion in the UK.

Become a Supporter of UPF - UK - Become a Monthly Donor by contributing regularly to sustain our
mission. Your support enables long-term peace initiatives, leadership training, and the growth of the
Ambassadors for Peace network.






















