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January 27, 1951 

True Father and Won Pil Kim Arrive in Pusan 
 

After his release from Hungnam Labor Camp 
on October 14, 1950, True Father walked some 
300 kilometers across the Korean Peninsula, 
arriving in Pyongyang ten days later. He spent 
40 days in Pyongyang, searching for former 
members of his congregation, and finally 
departed for the South on December 2, 1950, in 
advance of the Red Chinese army. He was 
accompanied by his disciple Won Pil Kim and 
by Chong Hwa Pak, a follower from Hungnam 
Prison who was injured and had to be pushed 
on a bicycle. This began their nearly two-
month trek to Pusan at the southernmost point 
of the peninsula. Abandoning refugee columns 
that were continually being bombed, they 

traveled alternate routes, sometimes were set upon by vigilantes and were subject to all manner of 
deprivations. Hearing that Pusan was overflowing with refugees, Chong Hwa Pak, who had mostly 
recovered, stayed behind at a carpenter’s house in the city of Gyeongju. True Father and Won Pil Kim 
bought train tickets from there to Pusan, some 50 kilometers away. As there was no room in the passenger 
coaches, they rode up front, clinging to the front of the engine, the warmth of the steam engine on their 
backs and a biting winter wind freezing their faces during the final two hours of their journey. They 
arrived at Choryung Station in Pusan, cold and hungry, on January 27, 1951. From there, True Father 
restarted his ministry. 
 
January 27, 2001 

World Peace Marriage Blessing held at the United Nations 
 

 
True Parents conduct a World Peace Holy Marriage Blessing Ceremony at the UN 
 
At Assembly 2000, True Father called not only for the establishment of a religious assembly or 
interreligious council at the United Nations but also for an official commemorative day to uphold the 
ideal of the family. The following year, on January 27, 2001, as part of the 7th World Culture and Sports 
Festival held jointly at the New York Hilton and UN Headquarters, True Father reinforced his proposal 
by conducting a “World Peace Marriage Blessing Ceremony” for 210 couples from 135 countries. Each 
of them was dressed in traditional ethnic or national costumes in the UN assembly room. The couples 
took an oath to establish eternal families based on true love and pledged their commitment to world 
peace. Because the assembly room was totally filled, WCSF participants had to watch the event via 
closed-circuit TV in another room. At the Marriage Blessing’s conclusion, couples and conference 
participants received chocolate bars with the words “True Love” inscribed on them. Once the newly 

 
South Koreans flee south after North Korean invades 



blessed couples left, the participants returned to the assembly room and the conference resumed. 
Unfortunately, UN officials objected to the Marriage Blessing as a religious event and considered it a 
serious breach of the rules for the use of UN facilities. This, among other factors, led True Father to 
consider the necessity of inaugurating a complementary “Abel UN.” 
 
January 28, 1965 

True Father Begins First World Tour 
 

 
True Father at the Twin Peaks Holy Ground in San Francisco 
 
By the mid-1960s, work in Korea had solidified to the point that the Unification Church was ready to give 
serious attention to the world mission. The clearest indication of this was True Father’s first world tour in 
1965. The main purpose of the tour was to connect the foundation that had been established in Korea to 
the world. True Father commented: 
 

In 1965, I embarked on my first trip around the world. My suitcase was filled with soil and stones 
from Korea. My plan was that, as I traveled around the world, I would plant Korea’s soil and 
stones in each country to signify Korea’s linkage to the world. For ten months, I toured forty 
countries, including Japan, the United States, and the nations of Europe. …  When I returned to 
Seoul, my suitcase was full of soil and stones from 120 locations in forty countries. … I connected 
Korea to these forty countries in this way to prepare for the day in the future when the world of 
peace would be realized. 

 
After spending two weeks in Japan, True Father stayed in the United States for nearly five months, from 
February 12 until July 1. He set up 55 Holy Grounds in all 48 continental United States. After a short trip 
to Canada and several South American countries, True Father began the European portion of his tour. He 
then traveled to the more ancient lands of Egypt and the Middle East. While in Iran, True Father learned 
of the war between Pakistan and India. Avoiding Pakistan entirely, it was only after difficulty that his 
party got out of India and traveled to Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam, which was full of 
American GIs. Then followed the Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan and finally Japan on September 29, 
where after 12 days, on October 10, True Father returned to Korea, 260 days after his departure. 
 
January 30, 1976 

The Founding of Sunhwa Academy 
 
Sunhwa Academy was founded at 
25-Beonji Neung-dong, 
Seongdong Borough, Seoul, on 
January 30, 1976. Thanks to the 
establishment of the school 
corporation, Sunhwa Academy, the 
Little Angels Arts School was able 
to gain a stable foundation for 
management. On February 8 of the 
next year, the first class of the 
Little Angels Arts School 

graduated, and its name was changed to Sunhwa Arts School on the 16th of the same month. Sunhwa Arts 
High School was established the following March 4, and forty years later is a mecca of arts education. 
(Courtesy of the History Compilation Committee) 
 



January 30, 2015 

First UPF Asian Summit Is Held in the Philippines 
 

 
 
Four hundred participants from 28 nations took part in the first ever Asian Summit organized by the 
Universal Peace Federation (UPF). The summit, titled “Toward Peace, Security and Human Development 
in the Asia Pacific Region,” was held in the Manila Hotel in Manila, Philippines, from Jan. 30 to Feb. 1, 
2015. 
 
The 400 participants included 121 foreign delegates. Philippine dignitaries included His Excellency 
Joseph Ejercito Estrada, the former president of the Philippines, currently the Manila City mayor. His 
Excellency Madhav K. Nepal, former prime minister of Nepal, gave the Keynote Address and was 
awarded the prestigious Leadership and Good Governance Award by UPF. Another highlight of the 
summit was the first-ever PEACE Awards for the media in the Philippines. The concept of the PEACE 
(People’s Empowerment for the Advancement of Communities and Environment) Awards is to recognize 
media practitioners who have made exemplary contributions for the advancement of peace, community 
development and environmental protection. Awards were given to 16 winners in the four media 
categories of print, TV, radio and social media. 
 
 


