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I am pleased to share with you the following interviews with 2
Unification pastors, both working moms, who are newly enrolled
as students in the Doctorate in Ministry degree program at UTS,
in which students meet in Barrytown for 2 weeks in August and 2
weeks in February, and do the rest of their coursework at home.
*****

Interview with Rev. Mari Curry, Head Pastor
Family Church of South Florida & Doctoral Student at UTS
1. Tell us about yourself!
I've been living in South Florida
for last 3 years, but I also grew
up there. Richard and I were
blessed in 2005. We have two
children: William (3.5) and
Lianna (2). I've been a pastor for
2 years, but also have had many
years of experience in leading
youth group and other roles. I
also studied for my Masters at
Cheong Shim Seminary in Korea.
Both Richard and I worked at the
GOP
program
in
Seoul.

Rev. Mari Curry

2. What motivated you to apply to the doctoral program at
UTS?
I wanted to fine-tune my skills to become a better pastor.
Mentoring from local leaders and church member has helped
me, but it didn't expose me to everything that's possible. At UTS I
can benefit from the insights and experiences of other pastors
and of course the professors.

It's easy to lose sight of the bigger picture and principles when
you're dealing with all of the daily challenges and emergencies.
You become less effective at problem-solving. At UTS I can gain
practical and theoretical skills that will have better long-term
results.
3. How has your experience been so far?
It has completely exceeded my expectations. The environment,
the classroom experiences and the professors are all wonderful.
It's given me time to reflect not only on my pastoring and
ministry, but also on my personal spiritual journey as well. It's
been like a spiritual retreat for me because we get to spend time
engaging with other pastors and get back to the Word, to our
theological roots.
After even one class, I already feel that my perspective has
broadened beyond just one community. I have universal tools to
use wherever God calls me.

Barrytown Campus Facing Hudson River at Sunset
I appreciate the way we are approaching the dissertation. Get a
chance to reflect on a problem I'm facing in ministry, to think
about it, find a solution and implement it. It's very practical. It's
real
life.
4. What kind of person should consider attending UTS?
Anyone who is serious about developing their ministry and
leadership skills and to deepen their theological understanding
should consider coming to UTS. It really helps to take a step back
from one's immediate responsibilities. It's difficult to learn when
you are problem-solving all day. You have an opportunity to
communicate with other leaders and reflect on "what I am doing,

how I am doing it, where I want to go and how I'm going to get
there."
The doctoral program is feasible for working people. You spend 4
weeks out of the year in Barrytown and do the rest of the work at
home. That is doable even for a working mom like myself!
5. Any final advice?
We all know that we can be better. This is a way to do that!
*****

Interview with Rev. Marian North (UTS '86)
Wisconsin FFWPU Pastor
1. Tell us about yourself!
I've lived in Wisconsin
since 1992 with my
husband, Glenn. We
have 3 children. I
currently serve as the
state leader and also
work full-time.
2. What motivated you
Rev. Marian North
to apply to the doctoral
program at UTS?
Father
taught
the
importance for investing in the future, for having a vision of
where you are going. Father sent so many leaders to study here
at UTS even when they were desperately needed in their
communities in order to have more effective leaders for the
future.
When I'm here I feel so strongly how much Father loves this
place. He wants it to be vibrant and to be used in a significant
way.
I just started D.Min program. I had 2 reasons to come- 1) I feel I
owed this to Father. He invested in my education. I should do
something more for my education so that I can do more in my
ministry. 2) Over the years I've spoken in many colleges, in
religious studies colleges, but now I feel that I can do more
directly teaching myself in area of religious education. I'd like to
teach a course on Life and Dying that would clearly teach about
the spirit world.

I've done work in Hospice care. I plan to write about Time and
Eternity, about my experience having sacred conversations with
people at the end of their lives.
Many have regrets, or they are scared of dying. Others feel ready
to die. The unit of care is the patient and their family.
My main responsibility at church is raising up young people. Our
church has excellent workshops for them, but they also need
follow-up mentoring and education in the local area.
3. Any final thoughts?
People are being called to leadership in our movement, but there
has to be some place for their spiritual training, for leadership
education and ongoing renewal.
It's amazing to have time to reflect rather than just being busy.
Our church has gone through a lot of turmoil, but we have to go
forward. We have to make a place for our children to come back
to.
*****
We'd like to express our appreciation to the Kearney family for
the generous donation of a pick-up truck to UTS, which will
quickly be put to work on many renovation projects this Fall!

Kearney Family with truck they donated to UTS
If you'd like to learn more about how to support the essential
education taking place at UTS, visit Support the Seminary.
******
Want to explore how the Principle can effectively be applied to
real-world problems? Thinking about finishing your college or
graduate education? Why not do so at an institution where you
don't have to hide your faith? For those seeking a quality
education and an accredited Bachelor of Arts degree with
generous scholarships and federal financial aid for U.S. residents,
Barrytown College offers more, much more!
For those seeking a Masters or Doctoral degree, visit
UTS.edu. Online distance-learning courses are offered at both the
undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

Other Important Topics!
* Learn more about the quality, affordable education available
at Barrytown College. (federal financial aid available) Enrolling
now for Fall, 2014 classes!
* Download the Barrytown College Mobile App (Android).
Download the BC iPhone App.
* Help do outreach in your community for Barrytown College at
our volunteer sign-up page.
* Help support the Barrytown Renovation Project or to pass on

the gift of a Unificationist college education by donating to one
of the scholarship funds by giving.
* For those who wish to continue their graduate studies, UTS
offers 3 Masters degree programs and a Doctoral program as
well. Go to UTS.edu.
I invite you to JOIN WITH US in building a future at Barrytown
that we can all be proud of to leave for succeeding generations.
Sincerely,
Richard

Richard A. Panzer, President,
Unification Theological Seminary
30 Seminary Drive Barrytown, NY 12507
Barrytown College is the undergraduate Bachelor of Arts degree program
at the Unification Theological Seminary.

