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“Women’ Leaderhip in Time of Gloal
Crii”: Launching of the IAFLP in the

America
eptemer 22, 2020 · Kiomi chmidt, Outreach Director

ackground: The International 

Leadership Conference (ILC), consisting 

of virtual seminars held in multiple time 

zones around the world, was hosted  

Universal Peace Federation (UPF) from 

eptemer 11-13, 2020, in 

commemoration of UPF’s 15th 

Anniversar. The ILC featured each of 

the seven pillar associations of UPF, to expand discourse over theme, “Opportunit and 

Hope at a Time of Gloal Crisis: Interdependence, Mutual Prosperit and Universal 

Values.” As a partner of UPF, Women’s Federation for World Peace, International 

(WFWP) co-sponsored the pillar International Association of First Ladies for Peace 

(IAFLP) sessions within the ILC.

At this crucial time in histor, as the world struggles to manage the devastating and 

multifaceted consequences of the Covid-19 outreak, it is difficult to find hope. 

Countries are left to juggle the large-scale economic and institutional implications, while 

individuals experience sickness, loss of connectivit, work, freedoms, and emotional 

stailit. 

In search of innovative solutions, the International Association of First Ladies for 

Peace (IAFLP) shines light toward the profound, et widel underutilized 

perspective of women. Looking eond the mentalit of self-sustaining survival 

through power, this perspective stems from the maternal, compassionate, and 

harmonizing instincts of service and love. Unlocking this potential ma serve to not onl 

assist during the pandemic recover process, ut to allow humanit to flourish in 

 



unprecedented was. 

Convening at this important time, the International Association of First Ladies for Peace 

(IAFLP) presented the fifth virtual session of the International Leadership Conference 

(ILC) across the North, Central, and outh Americas, on eptemer 12, 2020, at 10 AM 

DT. Prominent panelists, including former First Ladies and women leaders in 

government and civil societ, addressed the theme “Women’s Leadership in Times of 

Gloal Crisis.” The live program was attended  over 800 participants from 38 

countries.

Moderator Dr. usan Taffer, Founder of World Connections 

Foundation, facilitated the program with precision and grace. As 

chair of the session and Regional Coordinator for IAFLP in North 

America, Mrs. Angelika elle warml welcomed the distinguished 

panelists and attendees to the ver first gathering of IAFLP among 

the Americas, and convened the program over praer. he 

expanded on the founding vision of the association, which seeks to 

connect women leaders from all ackgrounds together with first 

ladies to resolve toda’s challenges. 

Depicting the importance of the gathering, Dr. un Jin Moon, International enior Vice 

President of the Women's Federation for World Peace, gave noteworth opening 

remarks. Recalling lessons from oth of her parents, life-long visionaries and peace 

leaders driven  the will of God, she quoted her father, Rev. un Mung Moon, who 

declared, “The coming world will e one of reconciliation and peace ased on 

women’s maternal character, love, and sociailit. The time is coming when the 

power of women will save the world.” At this time of crisis, despair, and 

marginalization, Dr. Moon continues to find hope in gatherings such as this, utilizing the 

collaorative, maternal perspective and leadership of women for the enefit of humanit 

and the world. In closing, Dr. Moon encouraged first ladies and first gentlemen to 

ecome their nation’s greatest role models, who operate from a parental standpoint, to 

ring citizens together as part of a peaceful, gloal famil.

Mdm. Hilda Patricia Morroquin de Morales, the First Lad of Guatemala from 2016-

2020, artisticall depicted an analog etween the Covid-19 crisis and the phrase “the 

calm after the storm.” While we ma e feeling threatened  the current situation, after 

the fact we ma find ourselves, in some was, etter off than we had een efore. If we 

are ale to reflect on the fragilit and therefore importance of human life, learn to find 

strength in communit to form collective solutions, and educate our children as citizens 

rooted in universal values, we will e etter equipped to face inevitale challenges for 

ears to come.

Dr. un Jin Moon

 



Hon. Mdm. María Fernanda Flores de Alemán, First Lad of 

Nicaragua from 1997-2002 and current Memer of Congress, drew 

from her countr’s hardships to encourage necessar and forward 

moving action. In Nicaragua, where official safet measures amidst 

Covid-19 were rushed aside, families anded together to follow the 

recommendations of the World Health Organization. Also, accounts 

of femicide (extreme violence and killing of women) have increased 

alongside heightened life pressures, with growing numers of 

women not receiving justice. As activists, she urged us to unite 

together, reassess our priorities, and continue to advocate until the come to fruition.

Hon. Mdm. milia Alfaro de Franco, First Lad of Paragua from 2012-2013 and a 

senator of Paragua from 2013-2018, conveed how the pandemic has allowed us to 

more clearl see the disproportionate challenges women face amidst times of crisis, 

providing further visiilit to the causes of women. This visiilit affords the opportunit 

to strengthen pulic policies, and to reverse known inequalities and gender ased 

violence. In addition, acked  studies on the role of women during the pandemic, the 

leadership of women holds a fundamental role in the reuilding of societ. o not onl 

are women hit hardest  the pandemic, ut the are a ke asset in the recover 

process, furthering our resolve to improve conditions for, and increase representation 

of, women.

Through her presentation, Hon. Margarett R. est, Memer of Parliament in Ontario, 

Canada from 2007-2013, explored the resilient, courageous, and compassionate nature 

of women in times of distress. Navigating etween examples of historic traillazers, 

current women in government championing the attle of Covid-19, and personal 

experiences during this time, she encouraged each of us to ecome leaders who step 

outside our comfort zones to make a difference in someone’s life.

Dr. amia urton, former Vice President of the Congressional Clu 

in Washington, DC and Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine at 

The George Washington Universit, acknowledged not onl the 

national and international challenges we are facing, ut the 

pandemic affecting families ehind closed doors. Heightened 

anxiet and restrictions of sta at home orders have led to increases 

in sustance ause, suicide attempts, and domestic violence, all 

while limiting the ailit for people to seek help. The silver lining in 

all of this is how it has rought humanit together. he encouraged us to follow the 

steps of Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, who spreads the message of hope while devoting her 

energ to creating a etter environment for the future.

The question and answer portion further addressed the role of women in politics and 

Mdm. Hilda Patricia

Morroquin de Morales

Dr. amia urton
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implementing change, alongside was we can move IAFLP forward after this 

conference. Dr. Taffer closed the event  reminding us to go forth with new hope, 

new vision, and a renewed sense of purpose.

Your participation, alongside our First Ladies, is of great value to the continued 

development of IAFLP, throughout the Americas and around the world. As we 

strengthen camaraderie, collaoration, and the sharing of est practices across 

nations, we will find new and hopeful opportunities to ring aout needed change.

Reflections:

I'm deepl impressed with the deepness and clarit as well as spiritualit of all the 

speeches of these great and courageous ladies!

Thank ou, Dr. Taffer, for our talented facilitation for the esteemed eautiful world 

panelists, leaders who represent unheard voices of women. Thank ou for this historic 

time.

Click on the utton elow to watch a recording of the event with nglish translation:

Watch Video
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