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The 1st Amendment to the US Constitution 

On September 26, HJI honored US Constitution Day with a Faculty Roundtable 

entitled “The 1st Amendment to the US Constitution: Its Importance for Religious 

Freedom”. This program was presented by HJI Adjunct Professor of Criminal Justice 

and Human Security, William Lay, JD. The event was hosted by HJI President, Dr. 



 

 

 

Thomas Walsh. Steven Boyd, Dean of Enrollment Management and Student Life, gave 

welcoming remarks. 

 

Dr. Walsh explained  that “Constitution Day was enacted by a law of Congress in 1952 

initially, and amended in 2004-5 to stipulate that institutions of higher education should 

honor Constitution Day annually on or around September 17.” He expressed that “HJI 

honors that tradition, not just because it was requested by an act of Congress, but 

because of a deep respect and love for the US Constitution.” 

 

Professor Lay began his presentation with an in-depth historical background on the 

First Amendment. He also discussed the Establishment Clause and how it applies to 

prominent questions such as “Can the state authorize a voluntary, non-denominational 

prayer in a public school?”, “Can the state provide tuition vouchers for use in schools, 

including religious schools?”, or “Can the 10 Commandments be displayed in a 

courthouse?”.  

Continue Reading >> 

Watch the Recording  
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The 1st Amendment to the US 
Constitution 

Honoring Constitution Day 

The 1st Amendment to the US Constitution: 
Its Importance for Religious Freedom 

Presenter 
William Lay, JD 

Ad1unct Professor of Criminal 
Justice and Human Security, HJI ~ 

Thursday, September 26 

On September 26, HJI honored US Constitution Day with a Faculty Roundtable entitled ''The 1st 
Amendment to the US Constitution: Its Importance for Religious Freedom". This program was 
presented by HJI Adjunct Professor of Criminal Justice and Human Security, William Lay, JD. The 
event was hosted by HJI President, Dr. Thomas Walsh. Steven Boyd, Dean of Enrollment 
Management and Student Life, gave welcoming remarks. 

Dr. Walsh explained that "Constitution Day was enacted by a law of Congress in 1952 initially, and 
amended in 2004-5 to stipulate that institutions of higher education should honor Constitution Day 
annually on or around September 17." He expressed that "HJI honors that tradition, not just because 
it was requested by an act of Congress, but because of a deep respect and love for the US 
Constitution." 

Professor Lay began his presentation with an in-depth historical background on the First 
Amendment. He also discussed the Establishment Clause and how it applies to prominent questions 
such as "Can the state authorize a voluntary, non-denominational prayer in a public school?", "Can 
the state provide tuition vouchers for use in schools, including religious schools?", or "Can the 1 O 
Commandments be displayed in a courthouse?". Professor Lay discussed the Free Exercise Clause 
and how it has impacted various court cases. Professor Lay concluded his presentation by 
highlighting that "If the Supreme Court maintains its current trend of enhanced respect towards 
religions, and if the court itself can maintain its legitimacy, [ ... ] it appears that the First Amendment 
will continue to offer significant protection to religious liberty." 

A thought-provoking dialogue between Professor Lay and Dr. Walsh ensued, addressing a broader 
concern regarding potential distortion or abuse of first amendment rights.The program concluded 
with meaningful questions from the participants in attendance on various topics touched on by Prof. 
Lay. 

You can watch the recording here. 

The next Faculty Roundtable, will be held on Tuesday, October 29 at 7pm ET. The speaker will be Dr. 
Ronald Brown who will share his expertise on ''The Religions of South Africa: Chosen Peoples and 
Promised Lands." Please be on the lookout for an email invitation. 
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The 1st Amendment to the US Constitution 

On September 26, HJI honored US Constitution Day with a 
Faculty Roundtable entitled ''The 1st Amendment to the 
US Constitution: Its Importance for Religious Freedom". 
This program was presented by[ ... ] 

➔ 

JOB 
OPPORTUNITY 

--~ 

AUGUST 20, 2024 

Job Opportunity for HJI Graduates 

The Boston Family Church seeks to hire a leader who is 
excited about directing the continuous growth, 
improvement and development of the local church 
community. CLICK HERE for further information. 
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~ 4th International 
.,~... HyoJeong Academy 

Featuring HJI Faculty Presentations 

Dr. n, .... w.1,~ 
Prts1dtnt, HJI 

AUGUST 20, 2024 

You're Invited to Join the 4th Annual 
International Conference of the HyoJeong 
Academy 
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.. • 
INTERNATIONAL JOUR N AL FOR 

PE ACE AND PU 8 LI C LE ADER SH IP 

AUGUST 26, 2024 

HJI Announces the Launching of the 
International Journal for Peace and Public 
Leadership 

HJI is pleased to inform you of the launch ing of its new 
journal, the International Journal for Peace and Public 
Leadership (IJPPL). The International Journal for Peace 
and Public Leadership [ ... ] 
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ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

AUGUST 20, 2024 

HJI Accredidation Reaffirmed by Middle 
States 

HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public 
Leadership is proud to announce that on 
June 27 the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education (MSC HE) informed HJI t hat 
it s regional accreditation has been reaffirmed for the 
coming 8 years until the academic year 2031-2032. This 
[ ... ] 
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JULY 03, 2024 

Dr. Thomas Ward attends 2024 CENSUR 
Conference at the University of Bordeaux in 
France 
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Academy invites all areas of research to contribute to 
a world of Co-existence, Co-prosperity, and Co-
righteousness. Research into God-centered 
perspectives that seek to unify rel igion and science 
are warmly welcomed. This year, [ ... ] 
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JUNE 26, 2024 

Remembering Henry Christopher (1947-
2024) 

by Dr. Michael Mickler, Distinguished Professor of 
Historical Studies - - It's a joy to recall the remarkable 
contributions of Henry Christopher to Unification 
Theological Seminary, now HJ International Graduate 
School [ ... ] 
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JUNE1O,2O24 

President's Address at HJI Commencement 

Dr. Thomas G. Walsh To our esteemed members of the 
graduating class of 2024, congratulations. You make us 
proud. You're the best! I listened to a speech delivered by 
our[ ... ] 
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CESNUR Conference in Bordeaux from June 11 to 15. 
CESNUR (Centro Studi Sulle Nuove Religioni or Center for 
the Study of New [ ... ] 
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HENRY CHRISTOPHER 

JUNE 26, 2024 

In Memoriam: Henry Christopher (1947-
2024) 

The Seonghwa (Memorial) Ceremony to commemorate 
Henry Christopher's life will be held Wednesday, June 26 
at 4:00 pm EDT at The Washington Times Bui lding located 
at 3600 New York Ave., NE Washington, [ ... ] 
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Imprisoned for their Faith: Reflections on the 
1974 Sentencing of Unification Missionaries in 
Czechoslovakia 
October 24 @ 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

IMPRISONED FOR THEIR FAITH : 

Reflections on the 1974 Sentencing 
of Unification Missionaries in Czechoslovakia 

PANEL IST 
Dr. Juraj Lajda 
President, UPF Czech 
Republic; Current MA of 
Arts Peace Studies, HJI 

Imprisoned 1973·76 

HOST 
Dr. Thom as Wal sh 
President, HJI 

Thrusday, October 24 at 2pm ET 

REGISTER HERE! 

PANELIST 
Mrs. Dorota Sebestovi· 
Simekovi 
Former Vice President, 
WFWP Slovakia 

Imprisoned 1973-77 

SPEAKER 
Dr. Thomas Ward 
Director of Peace 
Studies Program, HJI 

® HJ International 
W' GRAOUATESCHOOt.fot 

PEACE and PUBLIC LEADERSHIP 

PANELIST 
Dr . Anton Uhnik 
Global Vice President, Sun Moon 
University; Global Consultant, World 
Peace Road Foundation 

Imprisoned 1973·77 

Join us for an insightful presentation as we explore expert strategies to build an impactful resume for enhanced ministerial, 
service, and professional opportunities. Whether you are applying to your first position after graduation or are seeking to 
advance your career through new opportunities, a well-prepared resume is your gateway to success. Our presenter, Dr. 

Thomas Ward, has mentored hundreds of students to secure career objectives in the areas of ministry, government, non-
profit service, education, and business. Steven Boyd, with over 20 years of professional experience in marketing and 
personal brand management, will add valuable advice to those seeking to advance their careers. Don't miss this special 
presentation to hear key insights required to effectively convey your achievements and experience in your successful career 
journey! Dr. Thomas Walsh, HJI President, will serve as host for this program. 

[ E:J. Add to calendar v ] 

DETAILS 

Date: 

October .. 24 

Time: 

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Event Category: 

Academic 

VENUE 

Online 

< Faculty Roundtable: The 1st Amendment to the US Constitution: Building an lmpactful Resume: Showcasing Skills and 
Its Importance for Religious Freedom Experience for Service and Leadership Roles > 
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« All Events 

Building an lmpactful Resume: Showcasing 
Skills and Experience for Service and Leadership 
Roles 
October 25 @ 10:00 am - 11 :00 am 

HJI CAREER DEVELOPMENT SERIES 

BUILDING AN IMPACTFUL RESUME 
Showcasing Skills and Experience for Service and Leadership Roles 

Host 
Dr. Thomas Walsh 
President 

Register Here! 

Presenter 
Dr. Thomas Ward 
Director of Peace 
Studies Program 

Speaker 
Mr. Steven Boyd 
Dean of Enrollment 
Management & Student Life 

Friday, October 25 
10 AM ET 

HJ International 
GRADUATE SCHOOL for 

PEACE and PUBUC LEADERSHIP 

Join us for an insightful presentation as we explore expert strategies to build an impactful resume for enhanced ministerial, 
service, and professional opportunities. Whether you are applying to your first position after graduation or are seeking to 
advance your career through new opportunities, a well-prepared resume is your gateway to success. Our presenter, Dr. 

Thomas Ward, has mentored hundreds of students to secure career objectives in the areas of ministry, government, non-
profit service, education, and business. Steven Boyd, with over 20 years of professional experience in marketing and 
personal brand management, will add valuable advice to those seeking to advance their careers. Don't miss this special 
presentation to hear key insights required to effectively convey your achievements and experience in your successful career 
journey! Dr. Thomas Walsh, HJI President, will serve as host for this program. 

[ E:J. Add to calendar v ] 

DETAILS 

Date: 

October .. 25 

Time: 

10:00 am - 11 :00 am 

Event Category: 

Student Life 

VENUE 

Online 

< Imprisoned for their Faith: Reflections on the 1974 Sentencing of Unification Missionaries in Czechoslovakia 
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