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introduction to UPF

By practicing the ethics of living for 

the sake of others we can reconcile 

the divided human family. In this 

way, we become other-centered 

rather than self-centered.

The Universal Peace Federation (UPF) was founded by the 
Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon in 2005 and represents the fruit 
of more than forty years of his investment and efforts for 

the sake of world peace. It builds directly upon the work of the 
Interreligious and International Federation for World Peace, founded 
in 1999, and earlier initiatives which engaged leaders in the sciences, 
arts, academia, and interreligious fields.

UPF is in special consultative status with ECOSOC, the Economic and 
Social Council at the United Nations. The Secretariat is based in New 
York, and there are currently 12 regional offices and more than 150 
active chapters worldwide. Each chapter is entitled to nominate a 
representative to the UPF Global Peace Council. Individual members 
of UPF are called to be Ambassadors for Peace.

Ambassadors for Peace
Launched in 2001, Ambassadors for Peace are 
the world’s largest and most diverse network of 
peace leaders. They come from all walks of life 
representing all races, religions, nationalities, 
and cultures, and commit themselves to: 

• Stand on the common ground of universal 
moral principles, committed to overcoming 
barriers and promoting reconciliation and 
peace.

• Constitute a global network of leaders 
representing the religious, racial, and ethnic 
diversity of the human family as well as all 
disciplines and sectors of human endeavor.

• Engage in peace initiatives and programs that 
promote reconciliation and cooperation beyond 
traditional boundaries of religion, race, ethnicity, 
and nationality.

• Promote and practice the ethic of “living for 
the sake of others” as the guiding principle for 
building world peace and a global community.

Guiding Principles
• We are one family under God.

• The highest qualities of the human 
being are spiritual and moral in 
nature.

• The family is the “school of love 
and peace.” 

• By practicing the ethics of living for 
the sake of others we can reconcile 
the divided human family.

• Lasting peace cannot be achieved 
through political compromise 
alone but must involve a 
commitment to personal change.

Areas of Focus
• Interfaith activism for peace

• Establishment of an Interfaith 
Council at the United Nations

• Humanitarian Relief

• Conflict Prevention

• Marriage and Family

• Environmentalism and 
Conservation

Goals
• Partnerships among 

governments, religions, and 
civil society that foster peace 
and development grounded in 
universal values

• Promoting a culture of peace 
through education, service 
and a commitment to good 
governance

• Creating a framework for 
interreligious dialogue and 
cooperation

• Renewal of the United Nations, 
and in particular the creation of 
an interreligious council within 
the UN system

• Conflict prevention and post-
conflict reconciliation and 
peacebuilding

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon
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UNAM

United Nations International Day of Peace 201036

THAILAND: 200 schools mark IDP with silence followed by Ban Ki‐moon’s message 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: Songs of peace at a kindergarten, preparing to release a dove

Thailand

200 schools mark IDP with a moment of silence followed by Ban Ki-moon’s message

Bangkok, Thailand – Approximately 200,000 students, teachers, and parents joined the “One Minute 
of Silence” campaign to commemorate the International Day of Peace in Thailand on September 21.

UPF-Thailand sent letters to more than 1,500 schools in Thailand asking the director of the school 
to read the International Day of Peace 2010 message of Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, on the topic “Youth and Development” and the motto “Peace = Future.” In addition, we also 
asked the teachers and students to observe “One Minute of Silence” during the Flag Ceremony at 8:00 
am and pray for Thailand’s efforts on peace and reconciliation.

More than 200 schools responded committing themselves to this observance. So far 71 schools sent 
photos to our UPF office.

The TV channels 5 and 7, owned by the Thai government, went to one prestigious school, Kasetsart 
University Laboratory School, to report on the day’s observance and interview some elementary school 
students. More than 2,500 students and 200 teachers at that school commemorated the International 
Day of Peace.

idp-report24.indd   36 10/2/2010   10:04:38 PM

UPF Chapters 
worldwide 
observe many UN 
Commemorative 
Days, including—

• Women 
• Water
• Environment
• Youth
• Non-violence

• Tolerance
• AIDS
• Human Rights
• Drug Abuse and 

Illicit Trafficking

UNAM

Rev. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon, Rev. In Jin Moon  
greet Alexander and Christopher Haig at the UN.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and UN Ambassadors celebrate 
the Africa Day program sponsored by the African Union and the UPF.

Speakers at the celebration of the International Day 
of Families at the United Nations.

ECOSOC Consultative Status

While most often a source of wisdom and moral 
guidance, religion has also been a source of division 
and conflict. Through dialogue, good leadership, 
and cooperation, religions have the potential to 
foster forgiveness, reconciliation, restoration, and 
peace among millions of followers, bringing an end 
to cycles of resentment and violence.

In 2000 the UPF Founder Dr. Sun Myung Moon went 
to the United Nations to advocate the formation 
of an interreligious assembly or council within the 
structure of the UN. He said,

The United Nations may be regarded as a congress 
where the interests of each member nation are 
represented. I submit that serious consideration 
should be given to forming a council of religious 
representatives within the United Nations, composed 
of  respected spiritual leaders in fields such as religion, 
culture, and education. 

The members of this interreligious assembly must 
have the ability to transcend the limited interests of 
individual nations and to speak for the concerns of the 
entire world and humanity at large.

The chambers, working together in mutual respect 
and cooperation, will make great advances in ushering 
in a world of peace. The wisdom and vision of great 
religious leaders will substantially supplement the 
political insight, experience and skill of the world’s 
political leaders.

Since 2000, three resolutions promoting 
interreligious dialogue have been passed by the 
General Assembly, and a Focal Unit was established 
in the UN Secretariat to handle interreligious 
dialogue. UPF National Chapters are convening 
high-level consultations to suggest ways to advance 
the proposal.

As an NGO in Special Consultative Status with the United Nations’ Economic 
and Social Council, UPF seeks to support and strengthen the UN and 
advance the Millennium Development Goals. Our focus includes: 

• Advocating for an interreligious council that works in cooperation with 
member states, as a forum for promoting spiritual values and resolving 
conflict. 

• Strengthening the family as the school of love and peace. 

• Promoting a culture of peace through seminars and interfaith dialogue, 
intercultural programs, and service learning. International Day of Peace 

Each year the Universal Peace Federation and its 
Ambassadors for Peace around the world join with 
UN agencies and with other NGOs in observations 
and celebrations of the International Day of Peace. 
Violence is a symptom of a moral and spiritual failure. 
If we are to eliminate violence and weapons of mass 
destruction, we must commit ourselves to a moral and 
spiritual awakening.

International Day of Families
The family is the primary school of love and character 
and the central building block of society. Research has 
shown that stable, nurturing families that contribute 
to the well being of others are valuable assets to 
the larger society. Each year, UPF chapters and 
Ambassadors for Peace organize commemorations 
of the United Nations’ International Day of Families. 
In 2010, the focus was upon the special challenges 
caused by migration.

Africa Day
The New York City celebration of Africa Day, May 25, 
2010 was hosted by the African Union in partnership 
with the Universal Peace Federation. At the event, 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said 
that peace and sustainable development in Africa 
was one of the world body’s top priorities. Following 
the celebration, UPF signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the African Union to work 
together to combat sleeping sickness in Africa.

World Interfaith Harmony Week
In 2011, in response to a resolution passed by the 
General Assembly, the United Nations held its very 
first observation of World Interfaith Harmony Week. 
UPF chapters supported this initiative in more than 20 
nations including a major, week-long celebration in 
the UN Secretary-General’s homeland of South Korea.

UPF’s work with 
the United nations

Advocacy for an Interreligious Council at the United Nations
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Northeast Asia Peace Initiative 
Civil society initiatives support the peaceful 
reunification of the Korean Peninsula through 
tourism, cultural exchanges, and a variety of person-
to-person connections. Conferences bring together 
leading diplomats and scholars to offer insights 
into prospects for improved relations among the 
countries of the region.

South Asia Peace Initiative
The work in Nepal brings together leaders from all 
political persuasions for dialogue based on universal 
values. This began a process of reconciliation which 
helped bring militant insurgents into the political 
mainstream. Such dialogues are complemented by 
grass-roots education and service-learning projects.

Religious Youth Service
RYS offers experiential, service-learning projects 
with a special focus on developing personal 
leadership and peacemaking skills. Young people 
live together and provide altruistic service within 
a community, showing it is possible for our global 
human family to live together in peace.

Parliamentarians for Peace 
UPF holds conferences in National Parliaments and 
Assemblies for parliamentarians, diplomats, jurists 
and scholars. These seminars focus on topics such 
as good governance, interfaith dialogue, and ways 
in which religion can join civil society in partnership 
with governments and the UN for the sake of peace.

Sports and Youth 
UPF believes in the power of sports to foster peace, 
especially among young people. The popular “play 
soccer, make peace” brings together youth from 
divided communities, and international sports festivals 
promote good sportsmanship as well as  personal and 
team excellence among young men and women.

South Caucasus Peace Initiative
Through people-to-people diplomacy in this region of 
recurring conflict, the South Caucasus Peace Initiative 
builds understanding among the people of Russia, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. It also promotes 
collaboration among governmental and non-
governmental organizations and the private sector.

Visiting the historic and holy sites of Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam, participants gain a first-hand understanding of 
the history and spirituality of the Abrahamic faiths.

UPF Peace initiatives

Middle East Peace Initiative  (MEPI)

On the foundation of decades of interfaith 
efforts, UPF’s Middle East Peace Initiative began 
in 2003, in the heat of violence of the second 
Intifada. It offers a range of programs from 
interfaith pilgrimages to fact-finding tours, 
leadership consultations, and grass-roots 
encounters. Visiting the historic and holy sites 
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, participants 
gain a first-hand understanding of the history 
and spirituality of the Abrahamic faiths. 

Briefings, dialogues, and opportunities to 
interact with the variety of people in the region 
give unique insights into current events as well 
as opportunities to serve as ambassadors of 
goodwill who build lasting relationships with 
people of diverse cultures. 

UPF recommendations 
for peace in the Holy 
Land include:

• Establish an interreligious council 
among respected spiritual leaders 
representing Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam, and drawing from 
Palestine, Israel, and other nations. 

• Convene the interreligious council 
during peace talks. 

• Convene special council sessions 
with heads of religious bodies 
outside the region.

• Bring together young people from 
the region’s faith traditions to build 
bonds of trust and cooperation. 

• Develop a curriculum that 
respectfully teaches the core 
values of the region’s diverse faith 
traditions. 

• Encourage interfaith prayer 
and cooperation.
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Universal  Peace  Federation:  UPF ProGraMs   

The UPF offers trainings for educators who wish to 
develop a character education curriculum in their 
schools and communities.

Peace Education
The Universal Peace Federation’s International 
Leadership Conference series focuses on the 
urgent need for new vision and moral leadership. 
Presentations offer a comprehensive framework 
for peacebuilding and development grounded in 
core values and universal principles. The program 
includes an in-depth analysis of root causes of 
conflicts, providing a sound basis for evaluating 
development and peacebuilding efforts and 
for fostering interreligious and intercultural 
harmony and cooperation.

National chapters offer this curriculum to leaders 
in government, education, religion, and civil 
society. Peacebuilding initiatives are developed 
based on collaborations among governments, 
religions, NGOs and the private sector.

Humanitarian Service
UPF’s experiential, service-learning projects 
focus on meeting community needs and 
helping participants develop leadership and 
peacemaking skills. Projects offer opportunities 
for people to better understand themselves 
and challenge their limitations. Participants 
are challenged to take initiative and build 
relationships of cooperation, trust, and friendship 
with people from diverse backgrounds. 

Religious Youth Service gives opportunities to 
young people from diverse religious and cultural 
backgrounds to live and work together. It has 
carried out projects in Africa, the Americas, 
Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and Oceania. 
Participants can express and further deepen their 
faith, as well as share the best qualities of their 
faith with people of other faiths. 

Service activities are often part of UPF’s peace 
initiatives, UN Commemorative Day observances, 
and character education programs.

Interfaith Peacebuilding
UPF invites religious leaders from various traditions 
to engage in interfaith dialogue and cooperative 
action for peace. Such programs are carried 
out in one’s community or any place where 
misunderstanding, tension and conflict are related 
to religious differences.

World peace can be fully accomplished only when 
the wisdom and efforts of the world’s religious 
leaders, who represent the internal concerns of 
the mind and conscience, work cooperatively and 
respectfully with national leaders who have much 
practical wisdom and worldly experience.  Lasting 
peace depends on cooperative partnerships 
between governments and religions, as well as 
NGOs and representatives of the private sector. 
The United Nations can benefit from a council of 
religious and spiritual leaders to bring broad vision 
and wisdom to the effort to address critical global 
problems.

Character Education 
The UPF Character Education curriculum offers a 
comprehensive approach to character education. It 
focuses on universal values and core ethical principles 
common to all cultures. 

The DISCOVERING THE REAL ME curriculum is available 
in different versions for different age groups, and 
provides opportunities for participants to learn how to 
make good choices to achieve three basic life goals: 

1. To grow and become a person of 
mature character.

2. To build healthy relationships 
and a loving family.

3. To make a positive 
contribution to society 
through learning practical, 
social, and economic skills. 

The UPF offers trainings for educators who wish to 
develop a character education initiative in their schools 
and communities.

Marriage and Family
UPF is committed to programs that nurture 
and strengthen marriages and families as 
social institutions that are essential to human 
development. In addition to educational 
programs and seminars, UPF sponsors the “World 
Peace Blessing” programs that are dedicated 
to the renewal of marriages and family life in 
accordance with universal values and principles. 
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CHAIR: 
Rev. Hyung Jin Moon   

PRESIDENT: 
Dr. Thomas G. Walsh   

SECRETARY GENERAL: 
Mr. Taj Hamad

EXECUTIVE VICE-CHAIR: 
Dr. Sun Jo Hwang   

VICE-CHAIRS:  
Dr. Chang Shik Yang 
Dr. Joon Ho Seuk 
Dr. Ki Hoon Kim

AFRICA: 
Dr. Hee Sun Ji, Regional Chair
Rev. Mwalagho Kililo, Regional Secretary 
General
 PO Box 3080, City Square (00200)
 Nairobi, 200, Kenya
 Office Phone: 254-20-2222412
 254-20-317524
 Fax: 254-20-317511
 E-mail: africa@upf.org

ASIA: 
Dr. Chung Sik Yong, Regional Chair
Mrs. Ursula McLackland, Regional Secretary 
General
 4, UCF Peace Embassy Building, 
  Ramkhamhaeng 24 Road, Huamark,
  Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240, Thailand
  Tel. (66) 2 718-7766  Ext. 240
 Fax. (66) 2 718-5086
 E-mail: asia@upf.org

CANADA: 
Dr. Chae Hee Lee, Regional Chair
Mr. Franco Famularo, Regional Secretary 
General
 902 Ste-Croix
  Montreal, QC. 
 Canada H4L 3Y6
 Office Phone: 514-744-0888
 Fax: 514-744-1244
 E-mail: canada@upf.org

EURASIA: 
Rev. Eiji Tokuno, Regional Chair
Mr. Jacques Marion, Regional Secretary General
 Kubanskaya St., 29-1
 109387 Moscow, Russia
 Office Phone: 7(495) 231-2284
 Fax: 7(495) 350-0761
 E-mail: eurasia@upf.org
 

EUROPE: 
Dr. Yong Cheol Song, Regional Chair
Mr. Mark Brann, Regional Secretary General
 43 Lancaster Gate
 London W2 3NA
 United Kingdom
 Office Phone: 44-207-723-0721
 E-mail: europe1@upf.org
EUROPE II: 
Mr. Heiner Handschin, Regional Secretary 
General
 Chemin de la Pierreire 1D
 Case postale 84
 1092 Belmont-sur-Lausanne
 Switzerland
 Tel. +41 21 729 9862
 Fax +41 21 728 8812
 E-mail: europe2@upf.org
JAPAN: 
Dr. Young Suk Song, Regional Chair
Rev. Hideo Oyamada, Japan Chairman
Rev. Gentaro Kajikuri, Japan Co-Chairman
Mr. Seiichi Kikuya, Regional Secretary General
 Seiyaku Building 5F,
 5-13-2 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, 
 Tokyo, Japan, 160-0022 
 Office Phone: 1-3-6457-4962
 Fax: 81-3-5366-0390
 E-mail: japan@upf.org

KOREA: 
Dr. Sun Jo Hwang, Korea Chairman
Mr. Byung Ho Son, Regional Secretary General
 Dowon B/D 5F
 Dohwa 2 Dong, Mapo-Gu
 Seoul, Korea 121-728
 Office Phone: 82-2-3279 4000
 Fax: 82-2-3273-9966
 E-mail: korea@upf.org

LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN: 
Rev. Dong Mo Shin, Regional Chair
Mr. Alejandro de Souza, Regional Secretary 
General
 Rua Cardeal Arco Verde 928 Pinheiros
 São Paulo - SP
 Cep - 05408 001 Brazil
 Office Phone: 55-11-3068 9153
 55-11-3088-3532
 Fax: 5511-3081 5007
 E-mail: latinamerica@upf.org

MIDDLE EAST: 
Dr. Sang Jin Lee, Regional Chair
Mr. David Fraser Harris, Regional Secretary 
General
 P.O. Box 142309, Bayader
 Amman 11844 Jordan
 Office Phone: 962-79-683-9534
 963-991-560-292
 E-mail: middleeast@upf.org

OCEANIA: 
Dr. Dong Woo Kim, Regional Chair
Mr. Gregory Stone, Regional Secretary General
 PO Box 642
 Burwood, NSW 1805, Australia
 Office Phone:  61-2-9211-9978
 Fax: 61-2-9211-3066
 E-mail: oceania@upf.org 

UNITED STATES: 
Dr. Chang Shik Yang, Regional Chair
Mr. Jim Gavin, Regional Secretary General
 481 8th Avenue, Suite 607
 New York, NY 10001, USA
 Office Phone: 1 212-560-3466
 Fax: 1 212-997-0051
 Email: unitedstates@upf.org

UPF TODAY
Did you know that 
UPF TODAY is now 
available in French, 
Arabic, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, 
Japanese, and Korean 
as well as English?

As A PeAce-LOving 
gLObAL ciTizen
UPF Founder Rev. Dr. 
Sun Myung Moon 
shares about his 
private and public 
life and work in this 
newly published 
autobiography.

visiOns OF PeAce FOr 
AFricA
African Heads of 
State reflect on the 
challenges facing the 
continent and the 
task of forging peace 
in this collection 
of UPF conference 
presentations.

DiALOgUe & ALLiAnce
A journal of the 
Universal Peace 
Federation promoting 
dialogue and alliance 
among people of faith 
for the cause of peace 
and development.
 

An Interfaith Vision of Peace
UPF World Assemblies

UN Week of Spirituality 

International Day of Peace

Meeting Faith Leaders

South Caucasus Citizen 
Diplomacy

A publication of the Universal Peace Federation

2011
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A Journal of the UNIVERSAL  PEACE  FEDERATION

Issue Themes:
Interfaith Dialogue and Peace
An  Interreligious Council at the United Nations

&

UPF Publications

UPF Website — www.upf.org

UPF AnnUAL rePOrT 
FOr 2010
An exciting, full color 
account of the most 
recent successes of 
UPF and the work 
of Ambassadors for 
Peace.
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True Love is the Ideal and the Guiding Principle of the Universal Peace Federation
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