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Dear,  

Command economies by nature are vulnerable to forces that may undermine the system and 

governing regimes.  In theory, a partial reform toward marketization can lead to disruption of the 
central planning function to coordinate the economy.  For the DPRK, this is especially true of the 

monetary system. In-formalization of a command economy may also lead to a destabilizing level 

of corruption and resource inefficiencies. This has been seen before during the collapse of other 

centrally organized economies such as the former Soviet Union and eastern Europe. The world 

wonders: Are these and other forces sufficient to pry open the door for North Korea to undergo a 

transition experience? 

Please register now to join us for this webinar, or you can watch it on Facebook Live  
 

Register now to join the Webinar  
 



 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Bill Brown 
Member, Board of Directors, Korea Economic Institute of 

America 

William B. Brown (Bill) Brown is Chair of George Washington 

University's North Korea Economic Forum in the Institute of 

Korean Studies (GWIKS). 

He writes and is interviewed as a North Korea expert for 

Voice of America, Radio Free Asia, the Wall Street Journal 

and the Korea Times, Seoul’s leading daily newspaper. He 
currently is President of Northeast Asia Economics and 

Intelligence Advisory, LLC. 

His career as an economist and East Asia specialist has 

included extensive work in CIA, Commerce Department, and 

the National Intelligence Council 

He was raised in Kwangju, Korea by Presbyterian missionary 

parents who themselves were born and raised in China and 

Korea, respectively.  
 

 

 

James B. Edgerly 
Founder, The Higher Purpose Forum 
Jim has a thirty-year track record of corporate 

development & value creation. As the lead investor and 

senior executive responsible for three successful 

companies, Jim was the Founding 

Partner/Investor/Managing Director of The BioSolve 

Company, Orion Ropeworks, Inc, and Industrial 

Restructuring Corporation. All three companies were 

developed and made profitable before being sold. He 

has a B.A. from Columbia University and an MA from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Sloan 

School of Management. Currently he is the Founder and 
Director of the Steering Committee of the Higher 

Purpose Forum, which seeks to develop & disseminate 

perspectives on issues of public interest in the U.S. that 

convey universally shared values, mutual prosperity, and 

interdependence. 

 



 

 

 

 

Mr. Alan Jessen 
Moderator 

North American Coordinator, 

International Association fro Peace and Economic 

Development  

 

  

  

 

 

Sponsored by:  
 

 

 

 

International Association for Peace  
and Economic Development - USA 
We affirm our belief that business leaders have the opportunity and 

responsibility to work in collaboration with other sectors of society to make 

the world a better place, addressing its most significant challenges, and 

promoting world peace, long-term mutual prosperity and truly sustainable 

development. 

 

Click here to be kept informed of future IAED Programs.  
 

 

 

Previous 
Webinar 
Information 

 

 

If you missed any of our previous IAED webinars, you 

can watch them here. 

 

Click here to be kept informed of future IAED 

Programs. 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to your participation and engagement in this event. 
Thank you, 
 
Roger Wetherall 
IAED-USA Coordinator 
IAED@ us.upf,org   
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