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Welfare Reform: Where do we go from here? 

 

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 @  2 - 3pm EDT 

 

Dr. Lawrence Mead was the principal theorist behind the landmark welfare reform legislation of 1996 that 

was negotiated between Newt Gingrich and President Bill Clinton. It has been recognized as the most 

radical change in American social policy since civil rights. For the first time, the nation seriously required 

that most single parents on cash welfare should have to work as a condition of aid. The act drove around 

two-thirds of welfare adults off the rolls, mostly into jobs. Incomes rose and poverty declined, 

discrediting the views of many critics. It emphasized the importance of family stability and encouraged 

the formation and maintenance of two-parent families. 

 

Professor Mead argues that the welfare problem remains a serious issue today, due primarily to rapid 

immigration from non-western countries which lack America's individualistic culture where prospering in 

a free but competitive society is difficult. He offers both a sober analysis and a hopeful way forward to 

maintain the dynamism of American culture and economy. 

 

Register here now: us-upf-org.zoom,us/meeting/register/uioRI6tkTX66bhuf5bychQ#/registration 

 

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 @  2 - 3pm EDT 

 

see flyer attached 
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Tuesday  June  17 ,  2025 ,  2  –  3  PM EST

Welfare Reform: 
Where Do We Go from Here?

Lawrence Mead was the principal theorist behind the landmark welfare reform legislation of 1996 that
was negotiated between Newt Gingrich and President Bill Clinton.  It has been recognized as the most
radical change in American social policy since civil rights. For the first time, the nation seriously required
that most single parents on cash welfare should have to work as a condition of aid. The act drove around
two-thirds of welfare adults off the rolls, mostly into jobs. Incomes rose and poverty declined, discrediting
the views of many critics. It emphasized the importance of family stability and encouraged the formation
and maintenance of two-parent families. 
 
Professor Mead argues that the welfare problem remains a serious issue today, due primarily to rapid
immigration from non-western countries which lack America’s individualistic culture where prospering in a
free but competitive society is difficult.  He offers both a sober analysis and a hopeful way forward to maintain
the dynamism of American culture and economy.

Sponsored by the International Association for Peace and Economic
Development of Universal Peace Federation
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