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Sukhbir Singh came to present the words of Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh
(http://www.fetzer.org/resources/resource-detail/?resource_id=1000005) on the Charter of Forgiveness.
This Charter adds to the Charter of Compassion that Karen Armstrong and others have initiated. The
work on the Charter began four or five years ago and it is not yet finished.
Forgiving is an activity necessary for healing and reconciliation and the overcoming of legacies and
memories of injustice, conflicts and wars of the past. This allows people to be liberated from being
imprisoned in the past and allows the grace of the Divine to restore peace and harmony among individuals
and communities.
It provides a framework for Governments to promote forgiveness. This is fine for those who are religious
and understand the power of forgiveness but how about those 95% who are not religious?
It draws attention to the activity of forgiveness that arises from the quality of compassion. It would be the
next step from the Charter of Compassion formulated by Karen Armstrong. The focus on examples of
tangible actions of forgiveness will help to identify and promote forgiveness as an effective tool in
conflict situations. It would draw attention to the capacity to forgive that has long been known as a
potential of women
‘Where there is forgiveness, there is God Himself.’ Sikhism. Adi Granth, Shalok, Kabir, p. 1372
This shows there is a big incentive to forgive because when there is forgiveness then God will be present.
Behind the Charter for Forgiveness is Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh the spiritual leader of the Guru Nanak
Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha – Birmingham, UK which is the largest Sikh organisation outside of
India, the University of Birmingham and the Fetzer Institute of America (http://www.fetzer.org/).

There will be an initial study to research into Charters that already exist. To understand how they were
adopted, and who they were adopted by e.g. the Earth Charter, Charter of Compassion, Charter of the
United Religions Initiative. This will enable those behind the Charter to learn from previous experiences.
There will be research into examples of religious scriptural stories of forgiveness and research into
examples in everyday life.
A Charter for Forgiveness would resonate with the desire of the Fetzer Institute to bring forgiveness and
love into everyday life. We need to have a continual nature of forgiveness as we approach daily life.

