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Hello family. Songs of Freedom LA. Staying updated with Rev. 

Dunkley. Massimo Introvigne's articles. Godible and the Mother of 

Peace.  
 

  

   
 

  

News 
 

  

Join Us for Songs of Freedom Los Angeles  
 

We invite you to warmly welcome our president, Rev. Demian Dunkley, as he returns from 

Korea with inspiring updates and words of encouragement. Join us in person in Los Angeles 

this Sunday, October 5, at 10 a.m. (pst), or tune in to the live stream. Please let us know if you'll 

be attending by registering below. 
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Stay Updated with Rev. Dunkley 
 

Stay updated on the latest news about our True Mother's situation by following Rev. Dunkley 

on X. Here are some tips for using X effectively, as well as Massimo Introvigne's articles on the 

church's current circumstances.  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

   
 

Gain New Understanding of the Church's 

Situation with Massimo Introvigne 
 

Massimo Introvigne, the founder and managing director of the Center for Studies on New 

Religions (CESNUR), an international group of scholars focused on new religious movements, 

explores the ongoing religious purge in Korea and the assault on our church and True Mother. 

Click below to read his articles. 

 

 

follow Rev. Dunkley  

X basics  



 

 

 

  

   
 

  

Godible  
 

Godible Spotlight: Mother of Peace 
 

Immerse yourself in the Mother of Peace with our convenient audio recording. Listen to free 

daily clips or the entire book on Godible.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

read articles   

listen now  
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Current Media Coverage 

Media outlets, both international and South Korean, portray the arrest as a significant escalation in South 

Korea's post-Yoon corruption crackdown, highlighting the Unification Church's controversial history 

(founded by Han's late husband, Sun Myung Moon, in 1954; known fo r mass weddings, messianic claims, 

and global business empire). Coverage emphasizes the irony of the church-long accused of undue 

political influence---now entangled in a scandal involving a fa llen conservative leader it allegedly 

supported. 

• Neutral/ Factual Reporting: AP News and Reuters focus on procedural detai ls, Han's denials, and the 

church's cooperation, framing it as part of wider probes into Yoon's inner circle. r.:a , s CNN and 

The New York Times note the court's evidence concerns and Han's health, drawing paralle ls to Japan's 

2023 court order to dissolve the church's branch after the Shinzo Abe assassination. -0 : s ,,s,: 0 s 

• Crit ical/Analytical Takes: BBC and Al Jazeera describe the gifts' specifics and the church's "cult-like" 

reputation, questioning if this signals a broader purge of conservative religious influences under acting 

President Han Duck-soo. i» : s,:v :as The Guardian highlights political fallout, with critics like former 

conservative Hong Jun - pyo calling Yoon's party "dominated by pseudo-religious cult leaders." I, UPI 

and Washington Times stress the fou r charges and Han's hospitalizat ion, portraying the detention as 
' ' ., . -

lldl::.11 OIVt:11 1 ICI 11a11ly. ~ - ~ 0,~ 

• Church-Sympathetic Views: On X (formerly Twitter), supporters decry the arrest as "religious 

persecution" and "inhumane," especia lly post-surgery, with ca lls for international intervention 

(#FreeHanHakJa, #ReligiousFreedom). Posts from church-affiliated accounts argue it's a "regime 

purge" lacking legal basis, urging global prayer and awareness. -c.i, : s,,,,,,,s Mainstream media has 

been quieter since September 23, with no major updates by September 29, but South Korean outlets 

like Yonhap continue monitoring health-related appeals. 

Overall, sentiment leans towd, C: .:~ .. :, ,5 ,; ,;,, as emblematic of South Korea's polarized politics, where 

investigations often target rivals across administrations-echoing indictments of former President Moon 

Jae-in earlier in 2025. Q The church's global followers are mobilizing online, but public discourse remains 

divided between accountability for influence-peddling and fears of anti-religious bias. 



Step 1: Sign up for X

Step 2: Pay for a Premium Account ($8/month) if 
you can. This gets you a “verified” checkmark and 
increases your reach. 



Step 3: Watch a basic tutorial on how to use X:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaeYKVG5-0k



Step 4: Follow the Freedom of Religion List:
https://x.com/i/lists/1970197826367037779

And individually follow ALL the people on this list (it 
will be updated over time)



Key Tips:

1) Be a normal, authentic person! Use normal 
language - stay away from specific church 
nomenclature (most people will not understand 
this).

2) Use logic and reason in your posts. Earn the 
respect of the world, do not shout at the world.

3) Amplify the voices of key people (e.g. Newt 
Gingrich, Demian, etc.). Repost them, Quote and 
repost them with your thoughts, thank them for their 
support in the comments, and always like their 
posts. 



Key Tips: 

4) Amplify the voices of each other. Follow each 
other! Like the posts of each other! 
Reposts/Comment, etc. 

5) Volume is a key thing about X. It doesn't work if 
one person comments support for something. We 
have millions of members. Everyone needs to be 
expressing their voice and their opinion on X.

6) Ask pointed questions to relevant leaders in 
their comments (e.g. “President X, are you aware 
of the persecution of religious leaders in Korea?”) 
Do so at scale.  



Key Tips: 

7) Timing is key! This is your new condition. Be on 
X, a lot! When a key, relevant leader posts about an 
issue, you need to be there - right away! Comment, 
like, repost, etc. Think you want to get their 
attention when they are online!

8) When relevant, tag key people on posts. If 
there is an important post, tag key leaders on it to 
help them see. ONLY FOR RELEVANT POSTS. 
DO NOT SPAM THEM.



Key Tips: 

9) You will get better by using X. Use it daily. Use 
it hourly if you can. Get off of Facebook and use X 
to change the world.

10) Support our brothers and sisters 
internationally. There are a lot of Japanese 
members sharing their voice on X. Let’s join them. 

11) Support our Christian brothers and sisters 
in S. Korea facing the same persecution. We are 
all on the same team!



Key Tips: 

12) Spread your voice to YouTube and other 
major social media outlets. Comment in support 
of our cause. Reason with the unreasonable. 



Home I From the World / News Global 

The Arrest of Mother Han: Korea's Unholy War 
on Religion and Reason 
09/22/2025 MASSIMO INTROVIGNE 

The legal grounds for the arrest were absent. The charges 

are implausible and politically motivated. This is not a 

corruption case-it's a purge. 

by Massimo lntrovigne 

TV coverage of Mother Han's case on a large screen in Seoul's Yongsan Station. Photo by 

Massimo lntrovigne. 

South Korea has just added a new chapter to its long-running saga of political purges 

disguised as criminal j ustice. This time. the protagonist is Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon-known to 

her followers as "Holy Mother Han"-the 82-year-old leader of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church) Her arrest is not j ust a legal 

misstep. It's a full-blown relig iocide, a state-sponsored assault on religious liberty dressed 

up in the robes of anti-corruption. 

Protesting is necessary, but not sufficient. What's needed is clarity. "Bitter Winter" w ill 

dissect this travesty by answering three questions. Was there any legal basis for arresting 

Mother Han? What exactly is she accused of? Is this a case of common crime-or a 

political and religious purge? 

1. The Legal Grounds for Arrest 

In Korea, like in most democracies, pre-trial detention is justified only if there's a risk of 

flight or destruction of evidence. Let's test these against reality 

Flight risk? Mother Han is 82, recovering from heart surgery, and has been under a travel 

ban since March. She's not exactly sprint ing for the airport. 

Destruction of evidence? This is the aspect Seoul Central District Court Judge Jeong Jae­

wook underlined in the arrest decision. However, Mother Han's residences and church 

offices have been raided multiple times. Prosecutors have already seized every scrap of 

paper, every hard drive, every byte of data. What's left for her to destroy-her memories? 

In short, the arrest warrant is built on sand. The legal prerequisites were not met. 

2. The Charges 



Second, the charges. The Special Counsel has thrown four charges into the mix. Two 

others-alleged mass enrollment of church members into the conservative People Power 

Party (PPP) and cash gifts to Rep. Kweon Seong-dong , a PPP leader who has also been 

arrested-are still under investigation and not part of Mother Han's arrest warrant. 

These additional charges are concerning, as they appear to infringe upon the 

constitutional right of every citizen, including religious individuals, to support the 

politicians and parties of their choice. The claim that Mother Han enrolled 110,000 

members of the Family Federation in the PPP exceeds the total membership of her 

religious organization in Korea (the figure of more than one million members, mentioned 

in the Korean media, includes sympathizers and "ambassadors for peace" of the Universal 

Peace Federation who are not devotees of the church). 

Rep. Kweon Seang-dong. Credits. 

I will concent rate on the four charges listed in the arrest warrant. 

Charge #1: Bribery via Rep. Kweon. Mother Han allegedly instructed a church executive 

(already indicted and expelled from the Family Federation) to deliver W100 million to the 

PPP and President Yoon's administration through Rep. Kweon. The figure is frequently 

reported in international media in Korean won only and may impress some readers. 

However, converting to U.S dollars, it amounts to $73,000 South Korean politicians may 

be cheap, but in a region troubled by widespread corruption and substantial bribes, the 

notion that you can buy the ruling party and the President of a G20 country for j ust 

$73,000 is absurd. 

And the supposed goal? Influence over a w ire agency acquisition and Cambodian 

business interests. Neither materialized. Prosecutors even claim the money was used to 

secure VIP seats at Yoon's inauguration. This from a woman who hosts global summits 

with presidents and prime ministers-including Donald Trump. The idea that she'd commit 

a felony for a seat at a domestic ceremony is laughable. 

Charge #2: Gifts to the First Lady. A d iamond necklace ($43,000) and two Chanel 

handbags ($14,000) were allegedly gifted to President Yoon's wife via a shaman 

intermediary Mother Han denies involvement, claiming the rogue executive is 

responsible for the act. Unsurprisingly, he is attempting to shift all blame onto her for his 

misdeeds. The total value is a fraction of what's typically high-stakes bribery in Korea. Add 

some ginseng tea to the mix, and you still don't have a political scandal-you have a 

luxury shopping spree at best. 

Charge #3: Embezzlement. Prosecutors claim Mother Han used church funds for personal 

activit ies, including gifts. But this looks like stealing from her own pocket: in religious 

movements like the Family Federation (and larger ones), the line between personal and 

organizational finances is often blurred. Donors revere Mother Han as a messianic figure 



ana uKeLy see no aIst1nct1on oetween gIvIng to me cnurcn ana gIvIng to ner. 

Charge #4: Destruction of Evidence. In 2022, Mother Han allegedly instructed the same 

executive who gifted the First Lady with bags and jewels to destroy evidence of her 

gambling in Las Vegas. The narrative surrounding gambling m ight seem compelling to 

those not well-versed in the history of the Unification Church. The allegations date back 

almost fifty years. 

Gambling is illegal for Korean citizens, domestically (with the exception of Kangwon Land 

Casino, located in Jeongseon, Gangwon Province) and abroad. However, the reasons 

behind Mother Han's alleged attempts to destroy evidence in Korea in 2022, related to her 

gambling in the U.S. more than a decade earlier, remain unclear. Numerous anti-cult 

books and websites broadcast these stories for half a century. The documents that 

Korean prosecutors claim Mother Han sought to conceal have already been disclosed 

and utilized in court proceedings by rival factions opposing her and the church. 

Reverend Moon himself addressed these issues during a well-known speech on October 

7. 1979, which the church still makes publicly avai lable online. In that address, he 

articulated his intention to engage w ith the Las Vegas gambling scene, emphasizing his 

goal of reaching out w ith a message of salvation-even in such an unexpected 

environment: "If relig ious people run away from evil, who will take responsibility for 

cleaning it up?" 

The evangelistic strategy of mingling with sinners to evangelize them can surely lead to 

problems and suspicions, as evidenced by Jesus being accused of eating w ith publicans 

and prost itutes. Some may find this approach questionable. 

However, this is not the focus of the current situation in Korea. The key point is that Mother 

Han did not need to engage in illegal activities to prevent the story of gambling from 

becoming public. This narrative has been known and widely used by her opponents for 

over forty years. So why would Mother Han try to bury a story that's already been 

exhumed, dissected, and archived? 

Disgraced President Yoon Suk Yeo! and his wife Kim Kean Hee. Credits. 

3 The Context 

This isn't just about Mother Han. It's about a sweeping purge of religious leaders accused 

of having supported former President Yoon and the PPP In a recent study, Swiss scholar 

Adrian Gasser evidenced the significant support of a coalition of religious groups drawn 

to his anti-Communist and anti-gay rights agenda for the now disgraced President Yoon. 

Ironically, some of Yoon's re ligious supporters were anti-cult crusaders. Now they may 

share jail cells with the "heretics" they once condemned. 



The Family Federation and Shincheonji, another significant Korean new relig ious 

movement, were among the primary targets. Shincheonji is now also accused of enrolling 

thousands of members in the People Power Party (PPP) to support Yoon during the 

primaries that preceded the presidential elections. Representatives of the current ruling 

party, the Democratic Party of Korea (DPK), are even calling for the disbandment of the 

PPP, alleging that it operates as a front for religious groups and "cults." 

Pastor Lee Young-hoon, the leader of Yoido Full Gospel Church, the largest Pentecostal 

congregation in the world, and Pastor Kim Jang-hwan from the Far East Broadcasting 

Company, who is also the former president of the Baptist World Alliance, had their 

churches and offices raided. 

Pastor Lee Young-hoon preaching at Yoido Full Gospel Church. Photo by /Vlassimo 

lntrovigne. 

They are accused of lobbying in favor of Lin Seng-geum, a former Marine Corps 1st 

Division Commander and supporter of President Yoon. Lin is facing charges of involuntary 

manslaughter following the death of Corporal Chae Soo-geun, who died in 2023 during a 

flood rescue m ission. It is alleged that Corporal Chae was sent on this mission w ithout 

proper safety equipment. 

Pastor Son Hyun-bo of Busan Segyeoro Church was arrested for alleged ly violating 

election laws by mobilizing church devotees to support the PPP 

The common thread? All supported Yoon. All are now targets. The crackdown is so 

blatant that President Trump himself denounced the "vicious raids on churches" in Korea. 

And he's not wrong. This is not about handbags or necklaces. It's about silencing religious 

voices that dared to back the wrong candidates. 

Korea has a tradition of prosecuting and jailing former presidents. But what's new here is 

the religious dimension of this national sport. Yoo n's rise was fueled by a coalition of 

conservative religionists-evangelicals, Pentecostals, and some new religious 

movements. Now, the left ist government is targeting them all. 

At the 2021 funeral of Yoido's fou nder, Pastor Kim laid hands on then-Prosecutor General 

Yoon, effectively endorsing him as a PPP candidate for President. Today, that gesture is 

being repaid w ith raids and arrests. 

Let's also dispense w ith the myth that the Family Federation was some kind of monolithic 

political machine for President Yoon. It wasn't. Yes, the organization shared certain 

conservative values with the PPP-anti-Communism, traditional family structures, and the 

like-but support was far from unanimous or unconditioned. Local church leaders held a 

spectrum of political views, and Mother Han's events have historically welcomed 



representatives from both the PPP and the DPK. lnclusivity, not partisanship, was the 

norm. 

But in today's climate, nuance is a crime. Any whiff of past sympathy for the PPP-no 

matter how qualified or incidental-is now treated as treason. The message from the 

special prosecutors is clear: if you once dared to shake hands with the wrong party, we'll 

slap you in cuffs. Retroactive gui lt by association has become the new j udicial standard. 

Mother Han arriving at the pre-arrest hearing on a wheelchair Screenshot. 

If this were j ust about Mother Han, skeptics might cling to the bribery narrative. But the 

scale of the crackdown reveals the truth: this is a broad political and religious purge. And 

with Korea's prosecutors boasting a 95% conviction rate, the stakes are existential-not 

only for Mother Han, who, due to her health condit ion, is at high risk of not surviving 

imprisonment, but also for the broader issues of religious freedom and democracy. 

International protests are vital. But they must be clear-eyed and focused. The legal 

grounds for arresting Mother Han were absent The charges are implausible and 

politically motivated. This is not a corruption case-it's a purge. 

The world must not mistake persecution for prosecution. Korea's democracy and religious 

liberty are on trial. And the verd ict will echo far beyond its borders. 

TAGGED WITH: RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. SOUTH KOREA. UNIFICATION CHURCH 

Massimo lntrovigne 
Massimo lntrovigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an Italian sociologist of 

religions. He is the founder and managing director of the Center for Studies 

on New Religions (CESNUR), an international network of scholars who 

study new religious movements. lntrovigne is the author of some 70 books 

and more than 100 articles in the field of sociology of religion. He was the 

main author of the Enciclopedia delle religioni in Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a 

member of the editorial board for the lnterdisci12linary Journal of Research on Religion and of 

the executive board of University of California Press' Nova Religi.Q. From January 5 to December 

31. 2011. he has served as the "Representative on combating racism. xenophobia and 

discrimination. w ith a special focus on d iscrimination against Christians and members of other 

religions" of the Organization for Security and Co-012eration in Euro12e (OSCE). From 2012 to 2015 

he served as chairperson of the Observatory of Religious Liberty. instituted by the Italian Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs in order to monitor problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale. 
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of Pastor Son and Monotheists? New 
Korea's War on ... Light on an Ancient... 

From Brothers to Betrayers: Turkish Journa lists Join 

China's Propaganda Chorus 

For the first time, visitors from a free society joined Beijing's 

staged tours of "Xinjiang." Their words cannot cover up 
genocide. 

Tai J i Men: The Only Possib le Peace is Just Peace 

In international politics and agitated societies, compromise 

and appeasement feed more conflict. deepening injustice. 

Habermas and Tai Ji Men: Peace as a Consequence of 

Justice 

The German philosopher argues that justice produces 

peace rather than vice versa. This lesson is relevant for 

Taiwan and the Tai Ji Men case. 

"We Exist , But We Cannot Say We Are Christians": An 

Interview w ith an Afghan Christian 

Via WhatsApp, an Afghan Christian shares his experience of 

living under Taliban rule. We have verified his story. although 
we protect him with a pseudonym. 
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