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Government Order 
 
Knut Holdhus 
April 1, 2025 

 

Statement by Family Federation's International 

HQ responding with a strong rebuttal of 

Japan's dissolution order 

 

A statement issued 29th March 2025 by the Family 

Federation's international HQ regarding the 

corporate dissolution order against the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification in 

Japan 

 

See also statement by American movement 

 

See also statement by European movement 

 

On March 25, 2025, in response to a petition filed by Japan's 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 

the Tokyo District Court handed down its ruling that the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification (hereinafter "Family 

Federation") in Japan should be dissolved. 

 

The World Mission Headquarters of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification expresses its strong regret regarding 

this ruling. This is a grave matter that cannot be overlooked, and 

we are deeply aware of the seriousness of this decision, which has 

completely disregarded the truth, conscience, and freedom of 

religion. 

 

In 2019, some 50 people were killed in New Zealand in a terrorist 

attack targeting a specific religion. The Prime Minister of New 

Zealand at the time determined that the terrorist's purpose was to 

gain notoriety and incite hatred against that religion, declaring, 

"We will give him nothing. Not even a name." This resolute 

attitude and thorough response garnered worldwide attention. 

 

On the other hand, following the assassination of former Prime 

Minister Abe in July 2022, the perpetrator's alleged grudge against 

the Family Federation was reported without factual verification, 

resulting in his name becoming recognized worldwide. Despite his 

actions having terrorist overtones, biased reporting based on 

predictable media stereotypes helped build the perpetrator a 

support base among his own countrymen, while the Family 

Federation has received government censure. This has afforded 

the assassin significant benefits, and remarkably, even two years 

and eight months since Mr. Abe's murder, no criminal proceedings 

have been announced. 

 

The Japanese Family Federation has not been charged with any 

crime. In fact, until October 2022, the Japanese government 

consistently maintained that there were no grounds for dissolving 

the Family Federation, and there were almost no relevant complaints filed with consumer centers. 

 

However, it was following the assassination that the incumbent Prime Minister reversed his position 

within just one day of having stated in an official parliamentary response that, "Civil law torts are not 

grounds for dissolution," expanding the legal interpretation to include civil law violations as grounds for 

dissolution. 

 

So far, the Japanese Family Federation has faithfully implemented church reform. Even including civil 

lawsuits for personal claims, most of the judgments concern incidents from more than 15 years ago, with 

the average dating back 32 years. In addition, most of the cases have already been resolved with 

compensation. 

 

Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister 

of New Zealand 2017-2023 

Tetsuya Yamagami, terrorist 

aided by Japanese media and 

without criminal proceedings two 

years and eight months after his 

assassination of Shinzo Abe, the 

former prime minister of Japan 



 

 

When considering these facts comprehensively, it is evident that 

the Japanese Family Federation not only fails to merit a corporate 

dissolution order, but also that certain politicians and bureaucrats 

have targeted it for state-sponsored persecution. This constitutes a 

serious human rights violation contrary to international law and 

constitutional principles. The United Nations has raised concerns 

and made recommendations to the Japanese government on three 

occasions, stating that religious freedom should not be infringed 

upon under the pretext of "public welfare". The Japanese 

government ignored these, however, and proceeded with the 

decision. This represents a serious betrayal of the United Nations 

and the international community. 

 

Moreover, allegations of evidence tampering during the hearings 

pursuant to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology's request for a dissolution order have alarmed the 

international community. 

 

Japanese parliamentarians have raised suspicions about the 

possibility that evidence submitted to court proceedings by the 

Ministry's representatives was fabricated, but the Ministry's 

Agency for Cultural Affairs merely repeats that it "cannot comment on matters pending in court." These 

parliamentarians emphasized that "it is significant that allegations of manipulation or fabrication have not 

been denied" and demanded relevant documentation - which the Agency for Cultural Affairs refused to 

provide. If these allegations prove true, it will constitute a serious challenge to Japan's constitutional and 

legal order. The international community, as well as numerous just and reasonable Japanese politicians 

and leaders, will not tolerate such injustice. 

 

The social discrimination, persecution, and human rights 

violations against Japanese Family Federation members have 

reached a serious level. Since the shooting of former Prime 

Minister Abe, and following the filing of the dissolution order 

request, the suffering of members in Japan has been beyond our 

imagination. 

 

Cases of dismissal due to someone's identity as a church member 

being exposed in the media, being refused employment for having 

graduated from a Family Federation-affiliated university, and 

cases of blatant slander during school classes and even during 

exams have left members and their children deeply wounded in 

heart. There have even been reports of couples being forced 

divorce due to faith conflicts within families, violence and 

confiscation of property, termination of housing contracts, refusal 

of medical treatment, and even instances of young people 

committing suicide due to psychological distress caused by 

distorted media coverage. 

 

As a result, Japanese Family Federation members have become 

victims who are socially isolated and persecuted by their own 

government despite following a legitimate path of faith. Freedom of religion, freedom of thought, 

freedom of speech, and freedom of assembly and association are fundamental rights that must be 

guaranteed to all people. In an advanced nation such as Japan, the infringement of basic religious rights - 

to have a faith, and to pray - based only on one's belief in a particular religion cannot be justified. 

 

There are concerns that the court's decision may lead to even more serious social problems in a chain 

reaction. Indeed, there are growing voices in the international community questioning the status of 

religious freedom in Japan. The U.S. State Department has pointed out that the Japanese government's use 

of civil litigation to justify dissolution contradicts the common sense and norms of liberal democratic 

nations. Religious freedom advocates worldwide are moreover strongly critical of the outcome as an 

abuse of legal procedures and an infringement of fundamental human rights. 

 

In February of this year, at the 2025 International Religious Freedom Summit held in Washington, D.C., 

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance said, 

 

"Part of our [government's] protecting religious freedom initiatives means recognizing, in our foreign 

policy, the difference between regimes that respect religious freedom and those that do not." 

 

This represents a strong commitment to the active protection of religious freedom. 

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 

the very person who reversed his 

position, opening the door wide 

for a dissolution order, April 16, 

2023  

Senator Satoshi Hamada, 

member of House of Councillors, 

NHK Party, asking questions in 

parliament about evidence 

tampering. Here speaking in 

Yokohama City, Japan on 

January 26, 2025 



 

 

 

Furthermore, former Republican House Speaker Newt Gingrich strongly criticized this case as the 

Japanese government's attempt, beyond its constitution, to destroy the Japanese Family Federation. He 

stated that, 

 

"The Biden administration has already condemned this activity. The United Nations has already 

condemned this activity. And now, with President Trump, we have somebody who is deeply, passionately 

committed to religious liberty." 

 

Senator J.D. Vance official 

portrait. 118th Congress, Jan. 

26, 2023 

Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the 

House of Representatives in the 

American Congress 1995-1999, 

here delivering a video message 

to the IRF Summit in 

Washington DC Feb. 5, 2025 

 

Mike Pompeo speaking Feb. 13, 

2022 in Gapyeong, South Korea 

during World Summit 2022 

 

He also warned of international repercussions, saying, 

 

"This is going to have grave consequences for the United States' relationship with Japan." 

 

Former U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo expressed concern that this precedent could undermine 

Japan's position as a defender of freedom in Asia and advance the interests of those who oppose the U.S. 

and Japan's shared commitment to human dignity and religious freedom. 

 

Family Federation members worldwide strongly support the Japanese Family Federation as it prepares for 

an appeal. At the same time, we are deeply concerned that some Japanese politicians and their 

bureaucratic followers are pursuing private and political interests, which is damaging to the traditions and 

spirit of Japan as a free and democratic nation. We expect the Japanese government and judiciary to make 

an impartial and fair judgment in strict compliance with international law and their own constitution. 

 

March 29, 2025 

 

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification World Mission Headquarters 
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by Rev. Demian Dunkley, President, 
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Japanese government to d issolve 

FFWPU Japan. 

''The church and the concept of 

', ..... ~- ........... , ' ....... ,' .......... , ""'-J1 

here in M ay 2023. Photo: 
Screenshot from FFWPU 

YouTube video. 

religious freedom are now battling for survival in Japan's 

legal system." 

(All quotes sourced from The Washington Times unless otherwise 

noted) 

Let Us Be Clear: No Crime Was Committed 

For the fi rst t ime in Japan's postwar h istory, a peaceful religious 

organization is being d ismant led by the state w ithout a sing le 

criminal conviction. The court's decision does not mark justice - it 
m arks a turning point in Japan's democratic identity. 

Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida swayed by 
com munist campaign. 

Here, 16th April 2023. 
Photo: g!f!§lfffIIJ,f;- .L. ,-:: 
- VI Wikim edia 
Commons. License: CC 

Attr4.0 Int 

Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Sports and Technology (MEXT) conducted a 

thorough investigation and concluded that 

the Family Federation violated no criminal 

law. On October 17, 2022, Prime Minister 

Fumio Kishida stated in Parliament that t he 

church could not be d issolved on that basis. 

Yet t he very next day, Kishida reversed 

course, claim ing the government cou ld 

pursue dissolution based sole ly on civ il 

complaints. This reversal opened the door 

for a legal reinterp retation that undermines 

relig ious freedom not just in Japan - but 

g loba lly. 

As t he U.S. State Department observed, this 

move "marked a deviation from the 

norm" in Japan's treatment of religious 

organizations. 

This Is Not Justice - It Is Lawfare 

On March 13, 2025, Senator Satoshi 

Hamada publicly questioned the 

Ministry of Education about falsified 

evidence used in the court 

proceed ings. Referring to a post by 

lawyer Shinichi Tokunaga: 

''The crime of the century: MEXT 

filed a request for a dissolution 

order based on falsified 

statements. A designated 

agent of MEXT, who is a 

government official, falsified 

evidence to be used in court 

proceedings. If Japan grants 

Senator Satoshi Hamada (ffe 
HJ!/$, House of Coun cillors, 
NHK Party) here spea king in 
Yokohama City, Japan on 

the dissolution order based on 

fabricated evidence, it will 
25th January 2025. Photo: 
Yasuhiro Uno (!i=ffi BLi) 

become a disgrace to the 

world." -Attorney Shinichi Tokunaga (on X) 

Hamada asked if the Ministry had any response to t he charge that the 

government had purposely fabricated witness testimonies in order to 
smear the church. As if in admission of guilt, the Ministry's 

representative did not deny the charge. 

Hamada concluded t hat t he government's fai lure to respond was 

"significa nt," ca lling the legitimacy of the entire process into question. 

''The government seeks to dissolve the church and 

liquidate and absorb all assets. The church will cease to 
exist." 

Who Are the Architects of the Dissolution Campaign? 

The driving force behind this case is a politica l-lega l alliance. MEXT has 

relied heavily on the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual 

Sales (NNLASS) -a group of leftist lawyers formed in t he 1980s to 

oppose the Unification Church and its anti-communist stance. 

In 1987, NNLASS founder Hiroshi Yamaguchi 

stated p lain ly: 

"The aim of the lawyers' association is to 

convince the Ministry of Education to 

revoke the religious corporation status of 

the Unification Church." 

That campaign, dormant for decades, is now 
l-lirn!f;hi 
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being earned out - under the pretense ot 

protecting "publ ic welfare." 

The Real Reason: Ideological Host ility 

Yamaguchi, 
founder of Na tional 
Network of Lavvyers 
Against Spiritual 
Sales (NNLASS). 

Photo: Bitter 
For over 60 years, the Family Federation has 

stood for God, family, and freedom. Rev. and Dr. 
Moon founded the International Federation for Winter 

Victory Over Communism (IFVOC) to counter 

Marxist ideology w ith spiritual truth. In Japan, IFVOC worked closely 

with leaders in the Liberal Democratic Party, including Prime Minister 

Abe and his predecessors. This made the movement a p rime target 

for ideologica l opponents. 

''This is the final war against the Unification Church. " -

Kazuo Shii, Chairman, Japanese Communist Party. 

Based on the evidence and statements 

presented in the Akahata and Sunday Mainichi 

[See editor's note below] interviews with Kazuo 

Shii, it is c lear that this war was never about 

FFWPU's religious p ractices or political 

controversy- but the endpoint of an o rganized, 

45-year ideological war. 

However, it gets worse. 

Declared the 'final 

war' against the 
Unification Church: 

Religious Freedom in Japan Is Under Threat -

And It's Spreading 

Kazuo Shii, here 
30th March 2023. 

Photo: Attribution: 
lffl{j'fff[ffJ,1- - L ~ - ·Y 

/Wikimedia 
Commons. License: 
CC Attr 4.0 Int. 
Cropped 

Governments in Rwanda, Kenya, and t he Czech 

Republic have already fo llowed Japan's lead in 

restricting or shutting down religious 
organizations based on a reinterpretation of 

the law to revoke religious freedoms. If Japan -

a respected liberal democracy- can do this, 

others will follow. 

At t he 2025 

International Religious Freedom 

Summit, former House Speaker Newt 

Ging rich issued a warning t hat could not 

be clearer: 

''.LI government which can block you 

from approaching Cod can block 

you from anything. This is a key test 

of the future of Japan - a key test of 

the future of religious liberty." 

Our Response 

Silence is not an option. Sign the pet it ion. 

Share it w ith your friends and family. Let 

Japan know we are watch ing. 

PETITION TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM IN JAPAN 

of the House of 
Representatives in the 
American Congress 7995-

7999, here delivering a 
video message to the /RF 

Summit in Washington 
DC 5th Feb. 2025. Photo: 
Screenshot from live 
transmission. 

https://peacestartswithme.lpages.co/religious-freedom-petition 

To our members: remain steadfast in fa ith. We are preparing our 
appeal and we w ill not stop unt i l t his injustice is overturned. The 

Family Federation was born to stand for truth and freedom - and we 

are not afraid. 

Rev. Demian Dunkley 

President, FFWPU USA 

[Editor's note: "Akahata" (Red flag) is short for Shimbun Akahata, the 

party organ daily newspaper of the Japanese Communist Party. The 

"Sunday Mainichi" is the Sunday edition of "Mainichi Shimbun, one of 

Japan's largest nationa l dai lies.] 

See also statement by international HQ 

See also statement by European movement 

Featured image above: Entrance of Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification (FFWPU) headquarters of Japan {Tokyo, 

Japan). Photo: Asanagi I Wikimedia Commons. Public domain 
image. Cropped 
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Dr. Michael 

Balcomb, here in 
2024. Photo: 
FFWPU 

The March 25 decision by the Tokyo District Court to grant the 

government's request for a d issolution order against the Family 

Federation of Japan (formerly known as the Unification Church) is an 
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International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights 

By this act, the Japanese government 

has shameful ly abandoned the core 

principles of human rights and 

rel ig ious liberty enshrined in the 

United Nat ions conventions t hat 

Japan itself has signed and 

committed to uphold. It now aligns 
itself with pariah states that 

routinely deny their citizens the 

fundamental right to freedom of belief. 

Aware of its own m isconduct and 

vu lnerability to international scrutiny, 

the lshiba administration took the 

unprecedented step of rejecting a 

fact-finding visit by Dr. Nazila 

Ghanea, the United Nations Special 

Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion 

and Belief [See editor's note below]. 

This refusa l speaks volumes about 

the lack of transparency and the 
profound injust ice of this ruling. Sent formal UN request to 

Japan, but no reply: Nazi/a 
The Family Federation, founded 70 Chanea, UN Rapporteur on 
years ago by the late Rev. Sun Myung Religious Freedom since 
Moon and now led by h is w ife, Dr. February 2023. Photo: 

Hak Ja Han Moon, is a young yet Giovanna Ka I Wikimed ia 
vibrant g lobal faith community w it h Commons. License: CC ASA 

devoted followers across more than 4.0 Int 

175 countries. Throughout our history, 
we have consistently placed our accountability fi rst to God, and no 

government's approval or disapprova l has ever altered our mission or 

our deeply held convictions. 

Despite this unjust persecution and discrim inatory action by t he 
Japanese authorities, we fi rmly bel ieve our members in Japan w ill 

emerge stronger in t heir fa it h. Our prayers, solidarity, and unwavering 

support are w ith t hem during th is chal lenging t ime. 

Dr. Michael Balcomb serves as the President of the Family 

Federation for Europe and the Middle East, and as National Director 

of the Family Federation in the United Kingdom. His wife, Fumiko 

Balcomb, was born in Japan. 

[Editor's note: A Special Rapporteur (or Independent Expert) is an 

independent human rights expert appointed by the United Nations 
(UN) to provide reports or advice on human rights issues from either 

a thematic or country-specific perspective. These experts are selected 

by the UN Human Rights Council and operate independently of any 
government, playing a crucial role in monitoring the actions of 

sovereign nations and democratically elected governments. 

Special Rapporteurs do not receive financial compensation from the 

United Nations for their work. However, they receive support from the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

and are often funded by charities and corporations. Annually, they 

convene in Geneva to discuss common issues, coordinate their 
efforts, and engage with various stakeholders, including states and 

civil society organizations. 

These experts frequently conduct fact-finding missions to investigate 

human rights violation a/legations in different countries. In addition 

to these missions, they regularly review complaints from alleged 

victims of human rights abuses. If a complaint is verified, they send 

an urgent letter or appeal to the concerned government. Even 

without a specific complaint, Special Rapporteurs can intervene on 

behalf of individuals or groups at their discretion.] 
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Featured image above: Japanese judges issuing a verdict. 
J//ustration: Microsoft Designer Image Creator, 6th October 2024. 
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