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Tomihiro Tanaka, President of the Family Federation in Japan, at a press conference following the 

dissolution verdict March 25, 2025 

 

"The alarming dissolution case based on retroactive justice was driven by politics, not law," claims 

Family Federation president in interview with large monthly magazine 

 

 

Part 1 of an interview (extensive excerpts) with Tomihiro Tanaka, 

President of the Family Federation in Japan, published by the well-

known monthly opinion magazine Seiron (正論) in its June 2025 

issue. Translated from Japanese. Republished in English with 

permission. Seiron is a publication by the Sankei Shimbun, one of 

Japan's five national daily newspapers. Previously republished as 

two articles in Bitter Winter on 27th and 28th May. 

 

Calling for an Apology from Former Prime Minister Kishida 

 

Interviewer: Fumihiro Kato, author 

 

On 25th March 2025, the Tokyo District Court issued a ruling 

ordering the dissolution of the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification (formerly the Unification Church) under the 

Religious Corporations Act. I asked Tomihiro Tanaka, President of 

the organization, for his thoughts on the court's ruling, the current 

state of the organization, and his views on the public distrust 

surrounding it. 

 

- What are your thoughts on the court's ruling, President Tanaka? 

 

Tanaka: I was truly shocked by the dissolution order. I must say that none of our claims were considered 

at all. Prior to the district court's ruling, we were fined for not responding to government inquiries, and we 

lost the "administrative fine" (non-penal fine) case even at the Supreme Court. However, that case was 

about fines, whereas this one is about dissolving our legal entity, which I see as an entirely different 

matter. 

 

When I read the decision document, I was appalled. Rather than pointing out what exactly was wrong 

with our organization to justify its dissolution, the decision was based on an assumption: that since the 

organization hasn't changed, it will likely commit the same wrongdoings again. This was the basis for the 

ruling. 

 

The June 2025 issue of the 

Japanese monthly magazine 

Seiron 



 

 

To impose a "death sentence" on our legal status based on such reasoning suggests 

a fervent desire to "destroy the organization". This is nothing short of a "politically 

motivated trial." I also believe that the verdict was influenced by the Supreme 

Court's hostile stance shown during the "administrative fine" (non-penal fine) case. 

 

There was no consideration of non-retroactivity either. In other words, and I will 

elaborate on this later, they are applying rules retroactively to past events and 

using those new rules to judge us. It feels as though people who had already 

finished their judicial proceedings and returned to normal life were suddenly told, 

"Your previous judgment was too lenient," and given the death penalty all over 

again. 

 

An organization pointed out as "socially problematic" 

 

- The dissolution procedure was initiated by then-Prime Minister Fumio 

Kishida. 

 

Tanaka: The problem with Kishida started on 31st August 2022, when he 

announced the "severing of ties" with our organization. On that day, he held a 

press conference at the Prime Minister's Office, speaking as the president of the 

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), urging its members to avoid associations with 

"organizations that are pointed out as problematic by society." 

 

There's a difference between "organizations pointed out as 

problematic by society" and "organizations that are actually 

problematic." Despite calling for severing ties, Kishida never 

explained what exactly was problematic about us or why we could 

be labeled a socially problematic organization; he didn't say a 

single word about it in his statement. 

 

He essentially said, 

 

"Because someone is saying it's a problem, cut ties with them." 

 

Then, on 14th October 2022, the Cabinet approved a written 

government response stating clearly that, since there had been no 

criminal penalties imposed on our executives, our organization did 

not meet the requirements for dissolution under the Religious 

Corporations Act. Therefore, no dissolution order had been 

requested. Based on the existing legal interpretation, it was obvious 

that dissolving us was not possible - and the government officially 

acknowledged that fact. 

 

However, after that, legal interpretations began to veer off course and were distorted. On 17th October 

Kishida suddenly announced his intent to exercise the "right to ask questions" - a measure only used when 

there is already a reason to consider dissolution. Since the Cabinet had just acknowledged on 14th 

October that there was no basis for dissolution, exercising the right to question made no sense. Kishida's 

statement clearly contradicted the Cabinet's decision. 

 

Most likely, Kishida did not understand the law and made a hasty statement. It also seemed he didn't fully 

grasp that the right to question is not for fishing around to uncover crimes. This became evident in his 

later remarks. The right to question is to be used only when there is already a confirmed illegal act that 

could justify dissolution - and only to further investigate those facts. You can't assert there's no reason for 

dissolution on one hand and then exercise the questioning right on the other. 

 

 

To be continued. Part 2 coming soon. 

 

Related to politics overruled the law: Japan Following the Way of China 

 

Also related to politics overruled the law: Japan's Dissolution Case Echoes China's Playbook 

 

And also related to politics overruled the law: "Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan" for 50 Years 

 

More, related to politics overruled the law: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith 

 

Also related to politics overruled the law: Media/Legal Expert: Communism Behind Persecution 

 

Facsimile from 

page 174 in the 

June 2025 issue 

of Seiron 

Fumio Kishida delivering a 

speech at the UN Climate 

Change Conference in Glasgow 

(COP26) Nov. 2, 2021  



 

 

And more, related to politics overruled the law: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government Policy 

 

And more, related to politics overruled the law: Media Helping Terrorist Reach His Goal 

 

Related to politics overruled the law: Kishida Administration Giving in to Terrorism 

 

And more, related to politics overruled the law: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing Japan 

 

Yet more, related to politics overruled the law: Japanese Communists' Final War 

 

Still more, related to politics overruled the law: Political and Social Activism behind Oppression 

 

And yet more, related to politics overruled the law: Opposition Inciting Regime to Excessive 

Steps 

 

And still more, related to politics overruled the law: Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing Conspiracy 

 

And even more, related to politics overruled the law: Gingrich: Kishida Joining Communist 

Campaign 

 

Yet more, related to politics overruled the law: The 3 Enemies of Religious Liberty 

 

Still more, related to politics overruled the law: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 

 

And yet more, related to politics overruled the law: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

 

And still more, related to politics overruled the law: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious 

Minority 

 

And even more, related to politics overruled the law: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

Yet more, related to politics overruled the law: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to politics overruled the law: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

 

And yet more, related to politics overruled the law: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS FREEDOM T COMMEMORATING T 

Today's Relevance Emphasized 
At 71 st Anniversary 

• May 28, 2025: 

• Knut Holdhus 

Korean media outlets emphasizing 
huge relevance in today's troubled 
world of Family Federation values -
marriage, family, peace, interfaith 
harmony- in reports on 
commemoration of 71st anniversary 

by Knut Holdhus, editor 

A ceremony was held on 27th May in Seoul to commemorate the 71st 

anniversary of the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification. Many media outlets reported about the event, held in the 

Cheonseung Church in Cheonwon Temple in Yongsan, a central 

d istrict of the South Korean capital. 700 pastors from across the 

country took part together w ith especially invited guests. 

The Namdo l lbo reports on the same 

day, UC 01 1::::1 
1:1 ..... a_._ 
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1 r 1e r-c1rrn1y r-euerc1uun wc1;, 

founded on 1st May 7954, at the 

'House with 3 Doors' in Bukhak-

The logo of the Namdo /Ibo 

dong, 5eongdong-gu, Seou l (now Sindang-dong, Jung-gu), 

and has since carried out multifaceted activities to realize 

the ideal of 'One Family under God' under the teachings of 

its founders, Sun Myung Moon and Hak Ja Han." 

In an article 27t h May, the Segye l lbo 

writes, 

"Since sending missionaries to 

Japan and the United States in 

t he late 7950s, the Family 

The logo of the Segye /Ibo 

Federation now operates in over 200 mission countries." 

The logo of the Joongdo /Ibo 

The Joongdo llbo 
comments 27t h May, 

"To commemorate the 

71st anniversary, a 

variety of aw ards were 

presented in different categories: long service awards 

(including 33-year and 75-year service), recognition of 

churches with outstanding evangelism and blessing 

performance, awards for exemplary fami lies, and a booklet 

competition. A 'new start resolution ceremony' was also 

held, symbolizing support and succession across 

generations between elder and youth pastors." 

Regarded as possible solution to declining birthrates: Here, the 
exchange of Marriage Blessing rings 12thApril 2025. Photo: 

Screenshot from l ive transmission by Peace TV. 

The Namdo l lbo pointed out, 

"As Korea recorded its lowest ever total fertility rate of 0.75 

last year - now considered a national crisis - the 

international mass Blessing ceremon ies, which emphasize 

family values, are being reevaluated as a possible solution to 

declining birthrates and challenge such as anti-marriage 

trends and the OINK (dual income, no kids) lifestyle." 

The Joongdo llbo commented, 

"The Family Federation is also regarded as the origin of K­

Religion [See ed itor 's note below], having started in Korea 

and expanded worldwide. Believers from all over the world 

continue to visit Korea - considered the homeland of their 

fa ith - on pilgrimages, with visitors this year coming from 

Eu rope, the Americas, Asia, and Africa. A growing number of 

foreign believers are also settling in Korea." 

The Namdo l lbo also ment ioned the congratu latory remarks by Pastor 

Gil-chun Choi of Changsine Church (Presbyterian Church of Korea). 

According to the paper, he said, 

"I thank the Family Federation for its devoted efforts in the 

rel igious peace movement over t he past 77 years. The Korea 

Christian Clergy Association also shares the same heart and 

will move together toward our common goal of realizing 
God's Kingdom, beyond the vision of a unified Korea." 

The Segye llbo quoted Guk Hwangbo, 

the president of the Korean branch of the 

Family Federation. In his 

commemorative speech, he said, 

"This is a meaningful occasion when 

w e for the first t ime since the great 

victorious fou ndation of the 

entrance ceremony for the Cheon ii 

Sanctum in t he Cheonwon Temple 

was laid, can dedicate the founding 
,-..F+h,-.. f'..-,,,-,1,-...--.+i,-.....,, +,-.. LJ,-..-., ,,-....,.. .... ,........;,-,1 Rev. Guk Hwangbo. 
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Photo: FFWPU 
the opening of an era with a sphere 

here on earth of living in the 

Kingdom of Heaven." He also added, "Today w il l be a 

historical turning point that reveals the status and power of 

the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification to 

the world, and it wi ll be a providential moment that testifies 
that our Heavenly Parent is alive and working." 

Accord ing to the media reports, the commemorative program also 

included congratulatory messages from Sun-jo Hwang, Policy Chair of 

the Central Administration ofCheonmu-won (the new international 

headquarters). and Kyung-deuk Yoo, Chair of the Family Federation 

Foundation. 

Yeon-ah Moon, 15th Jan. 
2025. Photo: Screenshot 
from PeaceTV. 

There were also encouraging remarks by 

Yeon-ah Moon, Chairperson of the 

Sunhak Institute, representing Holy 

Mother Han, and a special performance 

by youth pastors and congratu latory 

songs. 

What was then called the Holy Spirit 

Association for the Unification of World 

Christianity was founded on l5' May 19S4. 

The name became t he Family 
Federation in 1996. The founding date 1st 

May was accord ing to our solar calendar, 

but recent anniversaries have been 

commemorated on the first day of the 

fifth month accord ing to the oriental lunar calendar. It is common in 

South Korea to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries fo llowing t his 

calendar. 

Text: Knut Holdhus 

Featured image above: From the commemorative ceremony held on 

27th May 2025 at Cheonseung Church in Cheonwon Temple, Yongsan 

district, Seoul, to mark the 71st anniversary of the founding of the 

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. Photo: FFWPU 

[Editor's note: The term K-Religion (short for Korean Religion) is a 

relatively recent concept modeled after more familiar cult ura l exports 

like K-Pop, K-Drama, and K-Beauty, w hich have gained massive global 

fol lowings as part of the Korean Wave (Hallyu). In t h is context, K­

Religion refers to relig ious movements, spiritual t raditions, or faith­

based cultu ral phenomena that orig inated in Korea and are now 

gain ing international infl uence. 

K-Religion is about Korea becoming not on ly a cultural influencer but 

also a spiritua l hub, w here relig ious movements born in Korea are 

shaping g lobal relig ious discourse. W hile not all such g roups are 

mainstream o r w ithout controversy, their growing g lobal presence is 
undeniable, and the label "K-Rel ig ion" seeks to frame that p resence 

w it hin Korea's broader internationa l cultural identity. 

Groups like the Family Federation (formerly the Unification Church) 

have p laced a strong emphasis on international missions, establishing 

a p resence in most countries of the world. This outward-facing 

dy namic alig ns w ith t he g lobal b rand associated w ith other K-Culture 

phenomena. 

K-Religion can function as a form of soft power, promot ing Korea's 

g lobal image not just through ente rtainment or products but also 

t hrough va lues like peace, family unity, and interfa ith cooperation.] 

Related to relevance in today's world: God and Human Beings 

Also related to relevance in today's world: The Kingdom of Heaven 

And also related to relevance in today's world: True Love 

More, related to relevance in today's world: The Value of the Family 

And more, related to relevance in today's world: God's ideal 

Yet more, related to relevance in today's world: Essence of Cod 

And more, related to relevance in today's world: God's Essence: 

Harmonious Union of Male/Female 

And more, related to relevance in today's world: The 3 Great 

Blessings: God's Divine Plan 

And more, related to relevance in today's world: Our Key Role: Co­

Creating Heavenly Parent's Dream 

Still more, related to relevance in today's world: God's Sorrow 



Yet more, related to relevance in today's world: Suffering of God 

And yet more, related to relevance in today's world: Family values 

Also related to relevance in today's world: Meaningful Marriage 

More, related to relevance in today's world: Living for Others 

More, related to relevance in today's world: Essential Motherly Part of 

Messianic Mission 

More, related to relevance in today's world: Family as School of Love 

More, related to relevance in today's world: Parents and Children 

More, related to relevance in today's world: Teachings Make Great 

Strides in New Version 

And more, related to relevance in today's world: In a Nutshell 

Yet more, related to relevance in today's world: Brief about the 

Teachings 

Still more, related to relevance in today's world: Relationships 

« Previous Next 

Demonstrators: "Withdraw T ... Becoming True Doors To God ... » 


