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Hebangja Kisile from Chicago street preaching in Shibuya, Tokyo on April 29, 2026

""We will not be silent": U.S. pastors and Family Federation believers rally for
religious freedom in Tokyo
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[News Close-Up]
"Shock" at Japan's Dissolution Verdict

U.S. Pastors and Family Federation Believers Visit Japan

Sekai Nippo

by Takahide Ishii (B3 #%)

American and Japanese members of the Family Federation at Shibuya, Tokyo on April 29, 2026

See also Solidarity Action by 150 U.S. Members in Tokyo




See also Faith Leaders Condemn Crackdown on Federation

See also Japan's Treatment of Faith Headed to The Hague?

Two months have passed since the Tokyo High Court upheld the dissolution order against the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church). During this period, the
religious organization filed a special appeal with the Supreme Court. Amid growing protests from
believers, Christian pastors and Family Federation members from overseas have traveled to Japan one
after another, voicing objections to the Japanese government's response while also encouraging members
in Japan.

"In these difficult circumstances, I'm deeply moved by the courage and determination shown by second-
generation believers in Japan. From an American perspective, it's unimaginable that something like this
could happen."

Those were the candid remarks of Naokimi Ushiroda (1% HE %&), a second-generation believer who has
lived in the United States for approximately 40 years.

Following news of the dissolution of the religious corporation in Japan, around 100 second-generation
believers from the American branch of the Family Federation visited Japan together with Christian
pastors in late April. According to Ushiroda, the initiative was devised by the American side only about
two weeks earlier and was made possible through support from American believers.

Many of the visiting second-generation believers were Japanese Americans, and although Ushiroda
himself is an American citizen, his parents are Japanese. He explained:

"There are many Japanese believers in the United States as well, and there is a strong desire to support
Japan."

Members of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification from the United States during panel
discussions with members from Japan in Tokyo on April 29, 2026

On 29th April, the American second-generation believers held a gathering in Shibuya, Tokyo together
with members of the "Association of Second-Generation Believers Protecting the Human Rights of
Believers," a group formed by second-generation believers in Japan. They exchanged opinions and
participated in panel discussions.

Many participants wore white shirts bearing the words "FAITH FREEDOM PEACE," renewing their
resolve to seek religious freedom.

During the panel discussion, an American participant, Jinil Fleischman, asked:
"How are believers in Japan continuing to maintain their faith under these circumstances?"

In response, association member Sayaka Kurahashi (E&# ¥R &) said:



"Our faith has not changed, nor have the communities and relationships we have built among believers.
Every day we continue striving with the determination to preserve them."

The group's representative, Nozomi Kojima (/]NE % &), commented:

"Through this experience, second-generation believers in Japan have had an opportunity to seriously
reflect on why they have faith and why they believe in God."

Five Christian pastors from the United States also attended the gathering and shared their perspectives.

Bishop Ron Thomas, who traveled from Nevada, stated that he felt "a strong sense of shock" regarding
the Japanese government's decision.

He then encouraged the second-generation believers present by saying:

"Looking back at biblical history, persecution has always become an opportunity for the expansion and
growth of the church. Whenever the church has faced trials, God's providence has continued to advance."

Bishop Edward Barnett, who came from
Washington DC to attend the gathering,
pointed out that only the corporate entity as a
"business organization" could be dissolved. He
emphasized:

"The church itself is not an organization
created on paper. It is something born through
the spirit of God, and it can never truly be
dissolved."

He further stated:

"Religious freedom is the right to unrestricted
access to God. It is an inalienable supernatural
right - the freedom to worship, praise, pray,
teach, and learn without interference from
anyone."

Bishop Edward Barnett from Greater Grace Family

Ministry, Washington D.C. at symposium in Tokyo . .
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believers joined "NABI", a campaign group
centered on Japanese second-generation believers, to begin street preaching in front of Shibuya Station.

Participants carried red heart-shaped balloons while making their appeals in front of the famous scramble
crossing crowded with holiday pedestrians.

One American second-generation believer declared:

"We understand there are forces trying to silence us. But we will not remain silent. We will continue
raising our voices and continue praying."

Another member offered a prayer in English:

"We want to melt the coldness remaining in the hearts of people in Japanese society and through every
effort possible, help them understand the true nature of the Family Federation."

Genryu Kageyama ($2LU#ERE) referred to the various negative reactions believers have experienced in
Japanese society following the judicial decision to dissolve the organization. However, he stressed:

"In return, we gained something very important: pride in our faith."
Regarding the arrival of many believers from the United States, he added:

"We realized that we are never alone. No matter how much persecution or religious oppression comes
from the state, our faith will not change."

Reported by Takahide Ishii (B3 Z35)
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American and Japanese members of the Family Federation at Shibuya, Tokyo on April 29, 2026
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Government Policy
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And still more, related to U.S. pastors and members speak out in Japan: Japan Urged to Make U-
Turn
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