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Just as children born to religious parents 

struggle, parents of faith also grapple with 

the challenges of raising their children. Amid 

recent discussions on the "second-generation" 

issue within the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification 

Church), this article delves into the inner 

struggles of parents as they watch their 

religiously-raised children grow up. 

 

"It was difficult to raise the second generation." 

 

Heiji Suzuki (pseudonym), who lives in Tokyo, 

confides this. He had participated in a wedding 

ceremony based on faith and assumed that 

children born would naturally understand God 

and faith. However, as his children grew, he 

realized, "That is not the case." 

 

The family had maintained a routine of praying 

together before bed, but as the children grew older and became more self-aware, they gradually started to 

resist it. Heiji began to feel increasingly troubled by the idea of instilling faith in his children. He tells us, 

 

"When I looked at various families, their educational approaches were all over the place. But during 

Sunday services, when I saw children being forced to come to church, I felt that this kind of compulsion 

only bred resentment towards the parents. So, we decided not to force our faith upon them." 
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In fact, his daughter Harune (26, pseudonym) shared that she grew up through elementary school much 

like any other child, with almost no discussions about religion or faith. "My parents never once told me I 

had to go to church," she says. 

 

Harune began attending church after joining a church sports event. In 2020, she participated in a mass 

wedding ceremony organized by the Family Federation. When she shared this with close friends, she 

recalls, 

 

"They asked, 'Are you really happy with this? 

Are you just following your parents' faith 

without thinking for yourself?' Although I tried 

to explain that it was my own choice, they 

couldn't understand. That left me feeling quite 

shocked," she says with a cheerless expression. 

 

In Japan, even when parents of faith respect 

their children's autonomy, society often 

suspects that any choice to adopt faith by the 

child is due to parental pressure. This is the 

current situation in Japanese society. 

 

On the other hand, Kayo (pseudonym), the 

mother, talks about seeing many second-

generation members leave the church. She 

points out that the church lacked an attitude of 

accepting the genuine feelings of second-

generation members who did not choose faith. 

Expressing the inner thoughts of parents with 

faith, she explains, 

 

"Regardless of whether they choose our faith, my child is still my precious child. However, some parents 

feel that if their child rejects the faith, it's as if they've failed as parents. Accepting the child's decision to 

leave can feel like a complete rejection of their parenting efforts. I understand that this makes it difficult 

for some parents to fully accept." 

 

Some families have realized that their strong faith and love for their children weren't in harmony and have 

since worked to repair those relationships. 

 

About 20 years ago, Katsumi Oshita (pseudonym), a church leader in Gunma Prefecture, was so busy 

with church duties that he rarely returned home, often staying at the church. Though he thought he was 

being dedicated in his work, his high-school-aged daughters rebelled, saying they wanted to stop being 

"second-generation members". This led him to realize, "I wasn't fulfilling my responsibility as a parent. I 

needed to be more attuned to my children's feelings." 

 

Reflecting on his actions, Oshita and his wife committed themselves to rebuilding their relationship with 

their children. Even if he could only stay home for 30 minutes, he would make the one-hour drive without 

hesitation. Whenever his daughters called, he would answer, regardless of the hour, and would talk with 

them as long as they needed. As they began focusing on connecting with their children, the dynamic 

between him and his wife, who had often clashed due to their different personalities, also began to 

improve. 

 

Today, all his children have embraced faith, and he is now a grandfather. "I'm not exaggerating - my kids 

are the best in the world," Oshita says proudly. However, he adds, bowing his head, "But I'm truly sorry 

for how things were for about 20 years." 
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"I deeply feel how 

much my parents 

struggled to make 

donations. However, 

I a Isa feel that the 

Family Federation 

today is a reformed 

o rganization that 

reflects on and has 

corrected its past 

excesses. I hope the 

media w ill report on 

it fa irly." 

Sig n at the entrance of the head q uarters of 
the Family Federation of Japan in Shibuya, 
Tokyo. Photo: FFWPU 

Yuko Takeuchi (t'.rfl;ltti'r). 

a housewife in her 40s living in Kanagawa Prefectu re, was four years old 

when her parents joined the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification (formerly the Unification Church). 

Her mother is an active and devoted member, whi le her father, who once 

bel ieved, gradually grew resentful toward the church and now merely 

tolerates h is wi fe's faith. Due to her parents' differing attit udes towards 

the religious organization, Takeuchi grew up w it hout lean ing towards 

either side. She says, 

"I decided for myself whether to have fa it h after becoming an 

adult." 

On the other hand, she says she can "somewhat understand" the feelings 

of former second-generation members who have repeatedly critic ized 

the organization in the media. She says, 

"When I was in vocational school, my parents could n't pay my 

dorm fees because of t he donations t hey were making, so I had 

to cover t hem w ith my part-time job earnings. I don't hold any 

grudge against my parents now, but at the t ime, I was 

unhappy. I think t here are people w ho have let that sense of 

resentment toward their parents grow and intensify. 

However, I could n 't see 

Tetsuya Yamagami (LlJ..t 

1lil11B), who resorted to 

murder, as 'right' at all. 

While some former 

second-generation 

bel ievers appeared in the 

media saying they 

'understand his fee lings', 

my opinion hasn't 

changed that the 

inc ident is unforgivable. 
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never pressu red to donate." 

She points out, 

"There were probably var ious problems in the past. But now, 

whether due to a generationa l change or the church's 

compliance declaration, at least around me, I don't hear about 

donation-related issues." 

She is p uzzled by the st ark d ifference between how she sees t he church 

in her dai ly life and how the organization is portrayed in the media, 

"I don't understand it. It feels like our religious organization has 

been recast into something far more 'outrageous' t han it real ly 

is. We want society to see our true nature, and w e need to 

make an effort to make t hat happen." 

Takeuchi , who also has a ch ild in m idd le school, expla ins that her child 

seems unsure of how to perceive the ongoing controversies. Since the 

assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, her son has been less 

inclined to attend church. A lthough Takeuchi has no intent ion of 

imposing her fa ith on him , she firmly states, 

"I have had moving experiences through these teach ings, and 

regardless of being labeled as part of an antisocial group by 

society, I wil l not leave the church." 

One positive 

outcome of he r fa ith, 

Takeuchi 

emphasizes, is t hat 

she has become 

able to genuinely 

accept people w ith 

other bel iefs. At one 

point, she learned 

that a friend was a 

follower of another 

religion. After 

sharing her own 

faith, they were able 

to have deeper 

conversations than 

before, 
Two Japanese ladies talking about their faiths. 

"'Before either Illustration: Microsoft Designer Image Creator, 

of us embraced 4th November 2024. 

ou r fa iths, we 

had both struggled to feel hope in society. And it was 

meaningfu l to share and empathize over those experiences. 

Just by living an ordinary life it's hard to f ind someone who 

understands you th is well." 

Through this encounter, Takeuchi experienced how her world could 

expand despite the re ligious d ifferences. She asserts, 

"I, too, want to work towards a world where people w ith 

religious values aren't subjected to d iscriminat ion or d isdain 

and where ignoring h uman rights doesn't become the norm." 

Featured image above: Yuko Takeuchi and her family. Photo: Yuko 

Takeuchi 
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