True Parents’ Words about Grandparents
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You should respect your own flesh and blood. You should respect your parents and grandparents as the
owners of your house who represent heavenly right of kingship. But they are despised because they are
old, aren’t they? Is this what we call the generation gap? Who invented this? Satan invented this word.
Where is the generation gap? Does love have a generation gap? Do you think that the way to love a
thousand years ago was different from the way to love now?

Even if heaven and earth are in constant upheaval, if the three generations of grandparents, parents, and
children strongly unite, as an iron fortress, to usher in God as their core, then they will be the seed needed
to bring about the heavenly kingdom anywhere. The fundamental source for the seed of God’s love and
the seed of life is this lineage. If we cannot establish this, then there will be no hope for the heavenly
kingdom on earth, the heavenly kingdom of peace or the world of happiness and freedom. (225-300,
1992.1.26)

In American families, the grandfather has to telephone the son before visiting him. What do people
generally prefer? What would you like? When a beautiful daughter-in-law, with a loving heart, tries to
buy the gray haired grandparents something better than she buys her loving husband, how beautiful and
lovely this is! Although the grandparents are full of wrinkles, what a splendid sight it is when a pretty
daughter-in-law buys them things with even more joy than the joy she feels when she buys things for her
beloved husband! Before long, the grandparents will give her everything they have kept hidden inside —
everything to do with love. Who is the oldest grandfather in the world? It is God. So you learn love for
that Grandfather from your own grandfather. By learning such a tradition, you can receive the treasure of
love from all the secret storage rooms of the Grandfather God. How wonderful that will be! (107-328,
1980.6.8)

Representing God, a grandfather and grandmother are the most experienced in the world. They do not
sleep very long because they are old. So you should think, “Oh, my grandfather is God who protects my
family without sleeping! My grandfather has become old by protecting us! I can see his age by the
wrinkles on his face.” This is a beautiful thought. If you have such an old grandfather and grandmother in
your family, your house will not catch fire or be robbed. If the grandparents are not sleeping, what are
they doing? They are praying. They pray, “Oh God, bless my sons and daughters. Please bless them.”
While praying, they will guide you, saying, “Hey, So-and-So, it is dangerous to go out today. Please listen
to me.” They will let you know, “Do not go out today!” “Do not fight!” “Son, do not go anywhere.”
“Daughter and daughter-in-law, do not go far today.” So do you think the grandchildren need such
grandparents or not? When they love each other, the grandmother and grandfather will dance, the mother
and father will dance, and the brothers and sisters will dance together. Those who live using this as their



model are protected by the universe. If someone were to try to kill such a person, the universe would
automatically prevent it. (107-326, 1980.6.8)

As he looks around at his elder brothers and sisters, he wants to sit on their laps. But as he looks at the
situation and as he studies the mood of his elder brother, it is clear that his brother would push him away
after he had sat on his lap for just a few minutes. Also, when he looks at his father who is very tired, he
knows from experience that after he has sat in his father’s lap about ten minutes, his father would become
irritated. He learns to sense such things quickly. But when it comes to his grandfather, or elderly people
like his grandfather, he knows Grandpa will stay still even if he sits in his lap for an hour or two. Of all
the family members, his grandfather will embrace him the most. It is not a bad thing to be embraced and
touched by his grandfather who says, “Your nose is like this. Your ears are like that.” He is patted,
caressed and touched all over, but he does not mind. How great that would be! How splendid this is! This
is the same as the tip of a tree becoming one with the root. Then, if the main root and the main sprout
come to like each other, what will happen? All the other roots and branches attached to the main ones will
not be able to avoid liking one another. You should think about this. When the main sprout and main root
like each other, that relationship can embrace everything! Who is the main root in the family? It is the
grandson — the first grandson. So the grandfather always has his eyes on his eldest grandson. You should
know this. (139-15, 1986.1.26)

If grandparents are in an environment that is not harmonized, they do not feel good. The sight of a
grandfather and grandmother laughing with each other cannot be compared to the noisy laughter of a
young couple. The deep laughter of wrinkled grandparents is quite dignified. You may not know this, but
all things come together in harmony through the grandfather and grandmother’s laughter as they
harmonize with each other. The grandfather’s laughter is deep and hearty. When he gestures, his
movements are slow, but broad, high, deep and large.

We have a saying that refers to serving both parents and grandparents. How many levels are there? There
may be five generations in a family, but normally there are four — your grandfather, your father, your own
couple and then your sons and daughters. With this in mind, the Unification Church Principle introduces
the three stages of formation, growth and completion. This teaching deals with living in harmony and
declares, “All goes well if there is harmony in the family.” Why is this? Is it because it sounds nice? Is it
because someone wanted to be poetic? No. That is not the case. Harmony in the family means that four
generations revolving around the grandparents unite — top and bottom, east and west, north and south,
front and back, and left and right — and will live together in the joy of laughter. (139-12, 1986.1.26)

What kind of fortune should a person in the child’s position receive? They should inherit the fortune of
the grandparents and parents. Why does one need grandparents? We need grandparents because they
represent the living history of the past. The parents represent the present and the children symbolize the
future. Children contain east and west and also north and south. They are also the center of the whole. The
center of the grandparents, the center of the parents, the center of the children and the center of God — all
these are founded on true love. Thus, loving your grandparents and respecting them means to learn and to
inherit all the past. You learn the present from your father and by loving children you learn about the
future. What do you inherit through your grandfather and grandmother, and mother and father? You
inherit true love. (162-140, 1987.4.5)

Our family and God’s Kingdom have the same form. Our family comprises parents, spouses, children,
and siblings. It can be unified through love. Here unity can be attained, life transmitted, and the ideal
substantiated. Thus, you must be able to honor conjugal love and parental love to qualify to go to heaven.
The grandparents bequeath their love to the parents. God’s Kingdom will not be realized if any of these
forms of love is denied. The conclusion is that you must love your parents more than you love each other
as husband and wife, and your grandparents more than your parents. This becomes the core and ideal
motto of God’s entire kingdom. (Blessed Family - 942)

We are born as a son or daughter, get married to become a father or mother, and then become a
grandfather or grandmother; that is the course of our life. Thus, because grandparents, parents, spouses,
and children constitute the formula course of life, the failure to love them runs counter to the heavenly
way. If they are not fundamentally bound together, there would be no way to bring the world into order. If
you go to the West, you will see that grandmothers and grandfathers are pitiful. You do not know how
much they long for Oriental customs. They are saying, “Oh, Oriental thought reveres grandparents like
God, and sons still go to consult their aged parents even when they are in their seventies and eighties. So
how wonderful it must be!” Thus, those who do not know how to love their grandparents cannot love
God. Who is the oldest grandfather? He is God. Since God is older than all grandfathers and younger than
all babies, without loving people as a whole, you cannot love Him. (70-152, 1974.2.9)

When grandparents approach their dying day, do they not pass on all good things to their children? Just as
grandparents hand down to their descendants the fruits of their labors, with that kind of heart we should
live in a way that enables us to say we will bequeath something to humanity. (213-196, 1991.1.20)



If your grandparents are deceased, you should visit their graves with the feeling that God is buried there.
From now on, when they die, you are to mourn and wail bitterly. You should atone for the resentment you
caused by not having served your grandparents well during your lifetime.

If someone dies of old age, in Korean we say that person “went back.” When someone asks about our
deceased grandparents we say, “They went back.” To where did they return? They returned to the spirit
world. Since we originally come from the incorporeal God, the incorporeal world is our original
homeland. (242-166, 1993.1.1)

The family that perfects the four great realms of heart and three great kingships is the ideal family. The
grandparents stand as God, the parents as the king of the families of this world, and you as the children
are the future kings and queens who will inherit the kingship in the spiritual and physical worlds. (239-
185, 1992.11.24)

When you have achieved unity in love with your grandparents and parents, then God in His kingdom will
come down to dwell with you. Then you will be able to live forever in the united love of the eternal God.
That family in which He dwells will automatically live for eternity. (222-101, 1991.10.28)

What is happening in America nowadays? Originally, grandparents, parents and children could not
separate. These three generations should not be apart. They need to be united in order to establish the
four-position foundation. Otherwise, the foundation for the ideal cannot be made. (218-199, 1991.7.28)

American women say they don’t need aging parents. Who are the aging parents? Aren’t they their parents
and grandparents? Satan made it that way in the Last Days. Why? It’s because Satan knows God’s
purpose. As God is trying to set up this formula, Satan tries to break its foundation.(135-115, 1985.10.4)

We start our lives as children who are born on a family foundation through the love of our parents, and
we are meant to grow to be husbands and wives, and then parents and grandparents, and perfect ourselves
as beings of loving character that pass through all the different levels. Ultimately, we go to the spirit
world surrounded by the love and affection of our descendants. That is the principle of creation. (288-
167,1997.11.27)

Even if you attend your parents throughout your life, it will be less than a hundred years. However,
patriots are remembered beyond a single generation. The patriotic tradition can be bequeathed from your
grandparents’ generation and your parents’ generation to your generation, and on to your descendants.
Otherwise the nation cannot continue to exist. (246-188, 1993.4.16)

You should perfect the Four Great Realms of Heart and the Three Great Kingships. Your grandfather
represents God. Because your father stands at the center of the second generation, he stands in the
position of the king of your family in this world. You should, therefore, attend your parents as if they
were a king and a queen. Likewise, you should attend your grandparents as if they were God. So by
receiving these two loves, by receiving the two loves of your father and mother who represent God, you,
in the place of the grandchild, start to expand the heavenly kingdom on earth and in heaven. The love
spills over and forms Heaven in this way. (264-195, 1994.10.9)

So looking at the three generations as one family, the grandparents represent God, the earthly father-king
and the earthly mother-queen represent the parents; and their sons and daughters become princes and
princesses. Thus, each of these three generations is representatives of kingship. If we talk about the
grandparents we are talking about the past, if we talk about the parents, we are talking about the present,
and if we talk about the children, we are talking about the future. When these are all linked together, the
past, the present and the future are all connected in them. (219244, 1991.9.8)

Our grandfathers and grandmothers represent the past, and in this sense, they are the ambassadors of the
heavenly kingdom sent to our families by God; they are the special emissaries of the heavenly kingdom.
Our fathers and mothers are the kings and queens of the present, of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. We,
as grandchildren, receive love from both the parents and the grandparents. Adam and Eve were only able
to receive Heavenly Father’s love. There was no one, however, who could receive Adam’s love. Thus,
even God was only able to love one generation, but He actually needs to experience loving grandchildren,
that is, the second generation. That then, is the point from which expansion begins.

The three generations are together one unit, one category, and this is why we have to attend our
grandparents like we attend God, to attend our parents like the king and queen of the world, and the
grandchildren, we have to attend like they are the kings and queens of the heavenly Kingdom of Heaven
and earth that will come in the future. The grandchildren then, receive love in two layers. The third
generation receives love from both their grandparents and their parents. The love is doubled, and it is
from here that the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth and in the spirit world comes into being. (266-147,
1994.12.22)



The family is the palace of the heavenly kingdom, and its members represent the royalty of that kingdom.
God sees the grandparents as representatives of the princes and princesses, and the parents as
representatives of the princes and princesses of all the nations of the world. Everyone has this kind of
desire, don’t they? (216-299, 1991.4.14)

The Three Great Kingships are the unified ideal that brings together not only the era of the grandparent’s
kingship and the era of the parent’s kingship, but also the era of the kingship of the spiritual kingdom and
the era of the earthly kingship. The grandparents are the first generation, and the parents, the second
generation. There are only two generations here; there is no third generation. Grandchildren need to be
born, and they need to receive love both from the parents and the grandparents.

It is really rather amazing. I too have had sons and daughters and raised them, but I relate to my
grandchildren rather as friends. That is, we became friends. As people grow old, we tend to feel lonely.
Our environment changes and our sphere of activity is reduced. In this way, we start to form tight bonds
with our grandchildren. This process leads to the perfection of the grandparents, and also the perfection of
the parents; they come to create a single seed together. When the top place or position is connected with
this point, everything becomes connected. Only when these two are linked can the one seed be created.
That is how both the grandfather and the father are perfected, making one seed, and that is why
everything has to become connected when the top is connected to this point. Only when the two
generations are connected together can the one seed be created. Thus, centering on the sons and daughters
of Adam’s family, centering on them as the one single model, and horizontally, being connected centering
on the royal descendants of this direct line, the family is expanded horizontally. Without becoming a seed
that has experienced the three great realms of heart, expansion is impossible. (283-79, 1997.4.8)

What, then, is the most miserable thing about American families these days? The worst thing is that
grandparents virtually cannot meet their own grandchildren. All grandparents start out as babies and
finally reach the stage of grandparenthood, so they naturally should return to a baby-like state. Who are
their “baby friends”? This is their grandchildren.

Once we grow old, we start to become senile, don’t we? Once we get senile, we become like babies. Once
we become senile, we even lose the ability to speak. Isn’t that true? That is why grandparents and
grandchildren should come together. Once I have become a grandfather, I find my grandchildren even
more lovable than my own children. And the people I long for the most are not my children, but my
grandchildren. That’s how it is. From this point of view, old people in America are really to be pitied.
(266-147,1994.12.22)

What, then, is the most miserable thing about American families these days? The worst thing is that
grandparents virtually cannot meet their own grandchildren. All grandparents start out as babies and
finally reach the stage of grandparenthood, so they naturally should return to a baby-like state. Who are
their “baby friends”? This is their grandchildren. Once we grow old, we start to become senile, don’t we?
Once we get senile, we become like babies. Once we become senile, we even lose the ability to speak.
Isn’t that true? That is why grandparents and grandchildren should come together. Once I have become a
grandfather, I find my grandchildren even more lovable than my own children. And the people I long for
the most are not my children, but my grandchildren. That’s how it is. From this point of view, old people
in America are really to be pitied. (266-147, 1994.12.22)

What are these Three Great Kingships? The grandparents are the king and queen of the Kingdom of
Heaven, the parents are the king and queen here on earth, and you yourselves are the kings and queens of
the future. For this reason, you should humbly follow the teachings and instructions of your grandparents,
who represent the spirit world, and also the teachings and instructions of your parents. Because it is even
more important for you to walk the path of patriots even more than it is for you to walk the way of filial
children, you must obey humbly and absolutely. The grandchildren, the children of Adam and Eve, were
to receive love both from their parents and also from God, the grandparent. Adam and Eve only
experienced the parental love of God; they were unable to receive the love of a grandparent. On the other
hand, Adam’s children were meant to receive the love of grandparents, and this is how the three
generations were intended to be formed. Only once the grandparents’ love is received does horizontal
expansion begin. The love needs to unfold through three stages. This, then, is a model. It is the four-
position-foundation. These three generations must be connected, and for this reason, when grandchildren
receive their grandparents’ love, they are connected to the kingdom of spirit while they are still alive on
the earth. They become the successors of the royalty of the kingdom of spirit, the heavenly kingdom,
likewise, the successors of the royalty of the earth. (283-79, 1997.4.8)

What makes the parents and children unite? What unites grandparents and grandchildren? Is it freedom?
Is it some ideology? It is love, love, love. The same applies to the nation. It is not the president but the
people who love the nation that unify it. The same applies to humanity: people become one through love,
the love for humankind. There is no other way. (247-153, 1993.5.2)



What kind of fortune should a person in the child’s position receive? They should inherit the fortune of
the grandparents and parents. Why does one need grandparents? We need grandparents because they
represent the living history of the past. The parents represent the present and the children symbolize the
future. Children contain east and west and also north and south. They are also the center of the whole. The
center of the grandparents, the center of the parents, the center of the children and the center of God — all
these are founded on true love. Thus, loving your grandparents and respecting them means to learn and to
inherit all the past. You learn the present from your father and by loving children you learn about the
future. What do you inherit through your grandfather and grandmother, and mother and father? You
inherit true love. Although your grandfather and grandmother are old, they are united in true love and so
your mother and father are united. So you should be like them and inherit the future. We absolutely
cannot inherit the future without becoming a true family. When we look at these three generations, it is
like looking at the universe. The love of the universe resides in the true family that represents the present
and future. When we look at the animal world, male and female animals love each other, and this is a
textbook from which we learn about the love of the universe. Without a grandmother and a grandfather
we feel unstable. Only with them can we move straight to the Kingdom of Heaven. Grandparents, mother
and father, and children will all go to the Kingdom of Heaven. Those who have loved the true
grandparents, the true parents, the true children, the true family, the true nation and the true universe will
go to the Kingdom of Heaven. The model and textbook for all this is the family. (162-140, 1987.4.5)

Our family and God’s Kingdom have the same form. Our family comprises parents, spouses, children,
and siblings. It can be unified through love. Here unity can be attained, life transmitted, and the ideal
substantiated. Thus, you must be able to honor conjugal love and parental love to qualify to go to heaven.
The grandparents bequeath their love to the parents. God’s Kingdom will not be realized if any of these
forms of love is denied. The conclusion is that you must love your parents more than you love each other
as husband and wife, and your grandparents more than your parents. This becomes the core and ideal
motto of God’s entire kingdom. (Blessed Family - 942)

If you go to the West, you will see that grandmothers and grandfathers are pitiful. You do not know how
much they long for Oriental customs. They are saying, “Oh, Oriental thought reveres grandparents like
God, and sons still go to consult their aged parents even when they are in their seventies and eighties. So
how wonderful it must be!” Thus, those who do not know how to love their grandparents cannot love
God. Who is the oldest grandfather? He is God. Since God is older than all grandfathers and younger than
all babies, without loving people as a whole, you cannot love Him. So if you say God is old, He is the
oldest person, and if you say God is a youth of the future, He is a youth more than anyone else. As we
want to love Him, we have to love all the people in between, and since people of the past in the spirit
world also want to find hope and live within that realm, we must love them as well. It is only logical that
we will then be able to go the way of following and loving God. (70-152, 1974.2.9)

When grandparents approach their dying day, do they not pass on all good things to their children? Just as
grandparents hand down to their descendants the fruits of their labors, with that kind of heart we should
live in a way that enables us to say we will bequeath something to humanity. (213-196, 1991.1.20)

When your entire family comes to believe, with all three generations, grandparents, children and
grandchildren, taking charge of this and that, then they can function as three generations. When this
happens, by restoring your parents you can immediately restore your ancestors from myriads of
generations. (96-250, 1978.1.22)



