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UPF Israel and San Marino Revive "Soccer for Peace" 

 
San Marino, 23–29 August 2026 - An Israeli-Palestinian youth delegation 
revived the tradition of "Soccer for Peace:" in San Marino. 

 
Read more 

 

  

 

IAPD Hosts Webinar on "Peace in the Middle East: 
The Contribution of Religions" 

 
The webinar on September 3, 2026, addressed the necessity of track-two 
diplomacy and religious peacebuilding in light of ongoing regional conflicts. 

 
Read more 

 

  

  

🔗 Click here to view the San Marino Newsletter ▶ 



 

 

Peace Road Event Held in Switzerland 

 
The three-generational Peace Road event took place on a sunny Saturday, 
August 22, 2026. 

 
Read more 

 

  

UPF France Examines the Mission and Responsibility 
of Ambassadors for Peace 

 
The meeting was held at the Paris headquarters of UPF on September 5, 
2026, marking the beginning of a new season of activities for the French 
network. 

 
Read more 
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Soccer for Peace

In San Marino, eighteen boys from the Holy Land shared
a week of sport, dialogue and everyday life

Young people from the Holy Land with the San Marino Academy players during the 2026 edition of

Soccer for Peace.

Before peace can become an agreement, it must become a human experience.

This idea lies at the heart of this edition of Soccer for Peace. From 23 to 29 August
2026, eighteen boys from the Holy Land had the opportunity to spend a week together in
San Marino: training, playing, sharing meals, visiting places and getting to know one
another through everyday life.
They are aged 13 to 14: six Jewish boys, six Palestinian Muslims and six Palestinian
Christians. They bring different backgrounds and experiences. The project gave them time
and opportunities to meet through a shared passion for football and the ordinary moments
of living together.

The pitch: finding common ground

Training sessions and the friendly match in
Domagnano against San Marino Academy U14 gave
the week a shared rhythm. On the pitch, players
need to find a teammate, pass the ball,
coordinate, deal with a mistake and carry on
playing.
These simple actions express the initiative's
educational purpose: doing something together,
with shared rules and a goal to which everyone
can contribute. Meeting young Sammarinese
players extended the experience to peers in the
host country.

A moment from the friendly match against

San Marino Academy U14 in Domagnano.

Getting to know each other beyond the game

The week extended beyond training: times for
dialogue, visits, recreational activities and
shared meals offered further opportunities to be
together.
This aspect is less visible than a match, but it
is essential to the project. Time spent at the
table or in a shared activity allows young
people to meet teammates beyond their role on
the pitch, listen to them and become more
familiar with them.
The value of these days also lies in the
conditions created for a relationship to begin,
or to find new room to grow.

Sharing everyday life is part of the

experience, alongside sport.

Ili and Muhammad: a friendship that continues

In the television interview shared after the
trip, Ili and Muhammad describe a friendship
that began before their time in San Marino.
At first, Muhammad did not speak Hebrew: they
used a little English and Google Translate to
understand each other. Over time, Muhammad
learned Hebrew and Ili some Arabic. Their
families also got to know one another; Muhammad
attended his friend's Bar Mitzvah.
San Marino was another step in their friendship.
In the interview, Ili confirms that he scored
against the local team, and Muhammad describes
jumping on him to celebrate.
The programme leader also recalls that the two
wanted to travel together: neither was willing
to go without the other. A relationship nurtured
over time, finding new opportunities to be
lived.

Ili and Muhammad on the pitch in San

Marino: another step in a friendship

that grew through football.

Back home: a family's perspective

What remains when you return home?

In the testimonies collected after the return,
Hilal, a parent of one of the participants,
describes the trip as an experience that went
far beyond football. He speaks of maturity,
independence, friendship and teamwork; his son
came home with meaningful memories, greater
self-confidence and motivation.
This is a personal perspective, which cannot by
itself represent everyone's experience. Yet it
offers something valuable: the account of a
parent reunited with his son after that week,
recognising something the journey had left with
him.

A conversation among the group leaders

who support the boys throughout their

experience.

San Marino: a welcome made possible together

San Marino provided a setting for this
experience, supported by cooperation among
institutions, sporting bodies and the
organisations involved in the project.
The project is promoted and organised by UPF San
Marino as a joint initiative with UPF Israel,
under the patronage of the Secretariat of State
for Foreign Affairs, the Secretariat of State
for Tourism and the Secretariat of State for
Industry and Sport, in cooperation with the San
Marino Football Federation (FSGC) for the
sporting and technical aspects of the programme,
and with the involvement of the institutional
and operational partners supporting the
initiative.
The closing meeting at Palazzo Pubblico with the
Captains Regent gave public recognition to the
boys' experience. Welcoming them to the seat of
the country's institutions meant acknowledging
their presence and the value of the encounter
they had shared.
For a project like this, hospitality takes shape
through shared responsibilities: preparing the
stay, accompanying the young people, providing
spaces and activities, and sustaining the
educational work.

The delegation at Palazzo Pubblico for

the closing meeting with the Captains

Regent.

An experience to take home

At the end of the week, the boys returned to
their families and towns. The difficulties and
divisions in the places they come from remain.
The lasting effects of such an experience take
time and can be understood by following how the
relationships develop.
In San Marino, however, they had concrete
opportunities to share sport and everyday life.
Ili and Muhammad's story, and one family's
perspective after the return, help convey the
human significance of that opportunity.
The task now is to nurture what these encounters
can generate: mutual understanding, trust and
the wish to meet again. It is in this spirit
that UPF Italy shares the story of the 2026
edition of Soccer for Peace.

The group during the first day of

training.

Before peace can become an agreement, it must
become a human experience.

Watch the San Marino RTV reports
Three reports sharing the sights and voices of the experience:

• Introducing the initiative: From Israel to San Marino in the name of peace

• On the pitch: Football for peace in Domagnano - the friendly match with San Marino Academy
U14
• At Palazzo Pubblico: Young athletes from the Holy Land meet the Captains Regent

Photo credits: Filippo Pruccoli (match and meeting with the Captains Regent); youth group leaders

(hostel, portrait of Ili and Muhammad, and photograph of the group leaders).
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