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Managing the Church-State Religious Freedom Relationship 

ALL RELIGIOUS REPRESSION IS ALSO POLITICAL 

 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 @ 2-3 PM Eastern 

 

Religious freedom is the fundamental right of every individual to practice any religion - or none at all - 

without fear of discrimination or government coercion. The principle of separation of church and state 

safeguards this right by preventing the government from imposing or favoring any particular faith. Yet in 

many parts of the world today, these foundational protections are increasingly challenged, restricted, or 

manipulated. This webinar will examine the state of religious freedom in former Communist 

Czechoslovakia and explore how it has evolved in the modern, independent Czech Republic, while also 

considering broader global trends affecting religious liberty. 

 

Join Martin Slezák and Dr. Juraj Lajda, who grew up behind the Soviet Union's iron curtain, and know 

what religious repression means. Also Cheryl Wetzstein, award-winning former reporter with The 

Washington Times who now advises the Times Global Media Group. Moderated by Ray Lipowcan, 

executive director of UPF Western Pennsylvania. 

 

Register here now to participate: 

us-upf-org.zoom,us/meeting/register/IppEnKHHTp6Zcw_cgFqrBw#/registration 

 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 @ 2-3 pm EST 

See flyer attached 
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Navigating the Church - State -
Religious Freedom Relationship

Martin
 Slezák

Lawyer, Czech
Republic

Dr. Juraj Lajda

Religious freedom is the fundamental right of every individual to practice any religion—or
none at all—without fear of discrimination or government coercion. The principle of
separation of church and state safeguards this right by preventing the government from
imposing or favoring any particular faith. Yet in many parts of the world today, these
foundational protections are increasingly challenged, restricted, or manipulated. This webinar
will examine the state of religious freedom in former Communist Czechoslovakia and explore
how it has evolved in the modern, independent Czech Republic, while also considering
broader global trends affecting religious liberty.
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